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for direction to the commander of his Most Christian Majesty's

navy in the West Indies, to forward the number of prisoners

due to these United States to some port thereof, in order that

they may be exchanged for our prisoners at New York.^

On the report of a committee consisting of Mr. [John] Rut-

ledge, Mr. [Elias] Boudinot and Mr. [James] Madison, to

whom was referred a report from the Secretary for Foreign

Affairs relative to the Ceremonial on admitting the Minister

of France to a public audience.

The Gommittee to whom the Report of the Secretary of foreign

affairs relative to the Ceremonial on admittmg the Minister of France

to a public audience, beg leave to- Rejiort the following, as proper to

be adopted on this occasion:

Resolved, That the Minister shall come in his own coach

to the state house, and shall be received at the foot of the

steps by two Members of Congress deputed for that purpose,

who shall conduct him to his seat in the room of Congress.

As the Minister enters, the President and the house shall

rise, the President remaining covered, the Minister shall bow
to the President and then to the house before he takes his

seat. The President shall uncover his head as he returns

his bow. The Minister shall then seat and cover himself;

the members conducting him shall sit on each side of him.

The members of the house shall seat themselves.

When the Minister speaks, he shall rise; the President and

house shall remain sitting till he has spoken and delivered

his letter by his Secretary to the Secretary of Congress, who
shall deliver it to be read by the interpreter in the original

language. The interpreter shall then deliver a translation

to be read by the Secretary of Congress, after which the

President shall deliver his answer standing and covered, the

Minister and the house also standing but uncovered. The

President and the Minister having bowed to each other and

' This report, in the writing of Eliaa Boudinot, is in the Papers of the Conlinmtal

Congress, No. 20, I, folio 331.
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the latter to the house who shall be standing to receive it,

he shall be reconducted to the foot of the stairs of the state

house in the same manner in which he came in.^

After the Audience shall be over the house shall adjourn.

when tho Prosidcut and mcmbcrH ahall individually pay
their complimontB to the Miniatoi* of - France

.

That Boata be provided places be assigned for the princi-

pals in the three gi'cat executive departments under Con-

gress, and for the President and executive council of the

State.

That general officers, judges of appeals, the treasurer, pay-

master general, comptroller, auditor and chaplains of Con-

gress, the assistants and principal secretaries in each of the

departments, be admitted without the bar of the house.

That the Secretary at War take order to receive the Minister

with military honor, and to conclude the audience with the

discharge of thirteen cannon and a feu de joye of musquetry,

and for the display of fireworks in the evening at 8 o'clock.

That all that relates to the placing the persons particularly

admitted within the bar of CongroBS to the Audience be

under the direction of the Secretary of Congress.

That each member of Congress be entitled to admit two
persons, and be furnished with tickets for the purpose by the

Secretary.

That tickets be sent by the Secretary for Foreign Affairs

to such foreigners or other strangers as he may judge it proper

to admit.

That on Monday next an entertainment be provided by
Congress at the city tavern, to which shall bo invited in tho

name of the President and Congrcsa for the Minister of

France and his suite, to be under the direction of the Secretary

for Foreign Affairs, who may invito thereto such general

offiocrs and foreigners of distinction in town aa the Prcsi

' Up to this point a copy of the report, in the writing of a clerk, is in the Papers of the

Continental Congress, No. 25, II, folio 227.
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dent aball nppi'ovc, who shall give invitations in the name
of Congress to the president and council of Pennsylvania, the

principals of the three executive departments under Congi-ess,

and such other persons as he may think proper.

That a letter be written to the Commander in Chief, and

to the Cormnander in the Southern Department, by the

Secretary for Foreign x\ffairs, infomiing them of the public

annunciation of the birth of the Dauphin, that the same may
be published in both armies with such demonstrations of

joy as their commanders shall respectively direct.

That the Secretary for Foreign Affairs also inform the

governors and presidents of the respective states of the birth

of an heir to the Crown of France, that the people of each

State may partake in the joy which an event that so nearly

affects the happiness of then' great and generous ally cannot

fail to excite.'

WEDNESDAY, MAY 8, 1782

A letter, of 10 February, from Major General Greene,

respecting the promotion of Colonel O. Williams, being read :

^

A motion was made by Mr. [Joseph] Montgomery, sec-

onded by Mr. [Samuel John] Atlee,

That Colonel Otho Williams be, and hereby is promoted

to the rank of brigadier in the line of the army of the United

States.

A motion was made by Mr. [Abraham] Clark, seconded by
Mr. [Elias] Boudinot, to amend the motion by adding after

Otho Williams, the words "and Colonel Elias Dayton," and

changing the word "is" into "are."

' This paragrapli and the preceding one were printed in the Secret Journal under date

of May 7, and in the Public Journal under date of May 13. The report, in the writing

of a clerk, ia in the Papers 0/ the Continental Congress, No. 25, II, folio 99.

On this day, according to the indorsement, was read a letter of same date, from the

Secretary at War, enclosing a memorial dated March 4, from Lieut, (lol. Edward
AntUl. The letter is in No. 149, I, folio 337. The memorial is in No. 41, I, folio 81,

and was referred to (he Secretary at War.
' This letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 155, II, folio 417.


