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he striking of the President on
bar cannot be imputed to the
bt of any officer who was attach
to her; on the contrary,
nk-every possible precaution was
eny .and the utmost exertions
reuséd by her commander and
ficers, to insure her safe passage
er the bar, and to relieve her af-
she had struck.
$ occasioned by some mistake in
cing the boats, which were to
tve as beacons for the President,
tough a channel always dangerous
a vessel of her draught, but
mcnl_arly so at sucha time as she
s obliged to select for passing it,
hen the land marks could not be
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The accident

From the time that the saperiori-
~of the enemy’s force was ascer.
ined, and it became the duty of
pe President to evade it, we are
prvinced that the most proper
easures were pursued, and that she.
de every possible effort to escape.
'in our opinion, were so
ely 1o be¥attended with success,
Mhich were adopted by
1t Any suggestions
hat differetit measurcs would have
en more proper. or more likely to
ccomplish - the object, we think.
¢ without foundation, and may bé
he result of ignorance. or the dics

3 ulpable- afbition, ot of

ined

The

We consider the management of
the President from “the time the
chase commenced till her surrender,
as the highest evidence of the ex-
erience, skill'and resources of her
commander, and of the ability and
seamanship of her officersand crew.
We fear that we cannot express, in
1 manner.that will do justice to our
feelings,
duct ot Gom. Decatur,
cers and crew, while ergaged with
the enemy, threatened with a force
so superior, pussgssing advantages,
which must have appeared to ren-
der all opposition unavailing, other-
wise tnan as it might affe€l the hon-
our of our navy, and the character
of our seamen,
a spirit wiich no prospect of suce
cess could have heightened, and if
vitory had met its common reward,
the Endymion’s name would have
been added to our list of navalcon-
quests.
the enemy gained
victory was ours,
sident was obliged to leave the En-
dymion to avoid the other ships,
which were fast coming up, the En-
dymion
friends
rescue her, she was so entirely dis-
abled that she
struck her flag.
that she made no attempt to pursue
the President, or to annoy her bv a
single shot whiie the President wus
within her reach, when, with the
hope ot escape from the overwheim-
ing force which was nearly upon her
the President presented her sternto
the Endymion’s broadside. A tur-
ther proof that the Endymion was
conquered is, the shattered conditi-
on in which she appeared, while the
President in the contest with her
had sustained but little injury ; and
the faét that the Endymion aid not
join the squadron till many hours af-
ter the President had been surround-
ed by the other four enemy's ships,
and had surrendered to them, 1s
strong corroborative evidence ot the
disabled state 1n which the Presi
dent left the Endymion.

P

and his he roic officers and crew, to
notice the proposition he made to
board the Endymion, when he tound
she was coming up, and the manner
in which this proposition was receiv-
ed by tis gallant crev.
sign,
have been cunceived by a soul with-
cut fear,
siastic cheerings by men regardless
of danger.
ceived the attempt. and ava:led him-
self of the power he had in the car-
ly part of the atlion to shun the ap-
proach of the President, the Ameri-
can stars might now be shining on
the Endymion.
part of the engagement, the encmy’s
squadron was too mear to permit the
execution of this design and the dis-
abledstate of the Endymiow would
have frustrated the principal object
which Com. Decatur had in making
so bold an attempt, which was toa-
vail himself of the Endymion’s su-

we

perior sailing to escape with his
crew from his pursuers.

opinion, that Gom. Decatur, as well
during
contest with the -enemy,
greatjudgment and skill, perfe& cool-
ness, the most determined resoluti-
on and heroic courage.
conuu, and the conduét of his of-
ficers and crew, is highly honoura-
ble to them, and to the American
navy,and deserves the warmest gra

our admiration of the con-
and his offi-

They fought with

In this unequal conflict
a ship but the
When the Pre-

was subdued ; and if her
had not been at hand to

soon must have
A proof of tns, is

We think it due to Com. Decatur

Such a de-

at such a time, could only

and approved with enthu-

Flad not cthe enemy per-

In the subscquent

We conclude by expressing ourt

the chase, as through his
evinced

That his

tirude of their country. That they
did not give up thetr ship till she
was surrounded and overpowere:t by
a force so superior, that further re-
sistance would have been unjustifia-
ble and a uscless sacrifice of the
lives ofybrave men.

give it our decided approbation.
By ‘the court,
- “ALEX. MURRAY, Pres.
_True Copy from the original.
Cadwaiader D Colden,
Judge Advocate.

APPROYED— :

SIR,

In the course of official duty, it is

my highest satisfaction to render
justice to the gallantry and good

conduct of the brave officers and
seamen of the United' States Na-

vy,

In giving an official sanction to

the recent proceedings ot the court

of Enquiry, instituted at your re-

quest, to investigate the -causes of
the loss, by capture, of the Frigate

President, late of the Navy of the

United States, while under your

command ; and to enquire into the

conduct of the commander, officers

and crew ot the said Frigate, before

and after surrender to the enemy ;

it would be equally unjust to your

merit, as well as to my sentiments

and feelings. to pass over this inves-

tigation with a mere formal approba-

tion—1I have therefore, sir, to ex-

press to you, in the fullest manner,
the high sense of approbation which
the President of the United States
and this department entertain for
your professional character as an of-
ficer. who 1n every instance has ad-
ded lustre to the stars of the union;
and whose brilliant actions have rai-
sed the national honor and fame, e-
ven in the moment of surrendering
your ship to an enemy’s squadron of
vastly superior force, over whose
attack singly, you were decidedly
triumphant ¢ and you will be pleas-
ed to present to each of your gal.
lant officers and crew, the thanks of
your government, for their brave
defence of the ship, and the flag of
the United States.

the court of Enquiry of which Com-
modore A exander Murray is Presi-
dent, are approved.

[ am very respectfully, Sir,

Com. Stephen Decatur, U. S.navy,

Thue foliowing striking description

two iniles, wnen his ears were sa-
luted with the agreeable sound of a
fall of water, and as he advanced,a
spray which scemed driven by the
high
the plain hke a tolumn
and vanished in an instant.
wa ds this point he directed his
steps, and the noise increasing as
he approached, soon became too
tremendous to be mistaken for any
thing but the Great Falls of the
Missouri.
miles after first Hearing the sound,
he reached the falls about 120’clock;
the hills as he approached were
diffizult of access and 200 feet high ;
down these he hurried with impati-

creation had been lavishing its mag-

“Tne-order of the Secretary of the
Navy requires us to express an opi-
nion as to the conduét of the officers
and crew of the Pr.sident after’ the
capture, ~The testimony of all the
Witnesses concurs in enabling us to

Nay Department, April, 20. 1815.

Navy Department,
April 20th, 1815.

The proceedings and opinion of

Your obedient servant,

- B. W. CROWNINSHIELD.

New-York.
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FALLS OF THE MISSOURL

of the Falls of the Missouri, is
extracted from that highly inte-
resting and valuable work, Lewis
and Clarke’s Travels; a book
which ought to belong to the libra-
ry of every man able to purchase
it. [Nat. Intel]
Captain Lewis had gone about

.outhwest. wind arose above
of smoke,

To-

Having travelled seven

ence, and seating himself on some
rocks under the centre of the falis,
enjoyed the sublime spectacle of this
stupendous object, which since the
nificence upon the desert, unknowa

to civilization.
The river immediately at its cas-

bove the fall

80 f-et.

a splendid

brightest colours of the rain-bow.

ter passing one continued rapid,
and three small cascades, each three
or four feet high,be reached, at the
distance of five miles a secon
The river is about 400 yards wide,
and for the distarice of 300, threws
itself over the depth of 19 feet, and
so irregularly,
name of Crooked Falls.
southern shore it extends obliquely
upwards about 150 yards, and then
forms an acute angle downwards
nearly to the commencement of four
small islands close to the northern
side. From the perpendicular pitch
to these islands, a distance of more
than 100 yards, the water glides
down a sloping rock with a veloci-
ty almost equal to that of its fall.—
Above this fall the river bends sud-
denly to the
viewing this place capt. Lewis heard
a loud roar above him, and crossing
the point of a hill for a few hundred
yards, he saw onc of the most beau-
tiful objects in nature;
Missouri is suddenly stopped by one
shelving rock, i
gle niche, & withan edge as straight
and regular as if formed by art,
stretches itsclf from one side of the
river to the other, for at least a
quarter of a mile.
precipitates itself in an even, unin-
terrupted shect to the perpendicu-
lar depth of 50 feet, whence, dash-
ing against the rocky bottom it
rushes rapidly down, leaving behind
it a spray of the purest foam gcross
the river.
sented was indeed regularly beauti-
ful, since, without any of the wild,
irregular sublimity of the other falls,
it combined all the regular clegan-
cies which the fancy of a painter
would select to form a beautiful wa-
ter-tall,
been regaled with this charming
prospect, when, i
half a mile, capt.
another of a similar kind ; to this
he immediately hastened, and found
a cascade stretching across the
whole river for a quarter of amile
with a descent of 14 feet, tho’ the
perpendicular pitch was only 6 feet,
This too, in any other neighbourhood
would have been an object of great
magnificence, but after what he had
just seen it became an object of se-
condary interest ;
ing however awakened, he determin-
ed to go on, even should night over-
take him, to the head of the falls. e
therefore pursucd the s. w.course ot
the river whichwasone constant suc-
cession of rapids & small cascades, at
every one of which the bluffs grew
lower, or thebed of the river became
moreun alevel with the plains. Atthe
distance of two and a half miles he
arrived as another catarat of twen-
ty-six feet.
hundred fect wide, but the descent is
not immediately perpendicular, tho’
the river falls generally witha regu-
lar aud smooth sheet; for about one
third of the descent, 2 rock pro-
trudes to a small distance, receives
the water in
it a curve.

beautiful plain, a few feet above the
level of the falls; on the north the
country is more
is a hill not
Just below the falls is a little island
in the middle of the river well co-
vered with timder.
torwood tree,
itsenest, and seemed the undisputed
mistress of a spot, to contest whose

cade 1s 800 yards wide, & is pressed
dominion mneither man nor beast,

in by a perpendicular cliff on the
left, which rises to about 100 feet,
and cxtends up the stream for a
mile, .on the right, the bluff is
also perpendicular, for 300 yards a-
For ninety or a
hundred yards, from the left cliff,
the water fallsin one smooth, even
sheet, over a precipice of at- least
The remaining partof the
river precipitates itself with a more
rapid current, but being received as
it falls by the irregular and some:
what projecting rocks below, forms
prospect of perfectly
white foam two hundred yards in
jength, and cighty.in perperdicular
clevation. This spray is dissipated
into a thousand shapes, sometimes
flying up in columns of 15 or 20
feet, which are then oppressed by
larger masses of the white foam,
on all which the sun impresses the

YFrom the Falls
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he directed his
course south-west up the river ; af- | passing, the heat

T’

d fall.

that he gavé it the
From the

northward ; while

the whole

which without a sin-

Over this it

The scene which it pre-

The eye haa scarcely

at the distance of
Lewis observed

his curiosity be-

‘The river here is six

its passage and gives
On the south side is 2

broken, and there
far from the rivef.—

Here, on acot-
an eagle had fixed

would venture across the gulls that
surrounded it, and which is further
secured by the mist rising from the
falls. ‘This solitary bird could not
escape the observation of the indi-
ans,. who made the eagle’s nest 2
part of their description of the falls
which now proves to be corredt in
almost every particular, except that
they did not do justice to their
height.”  Vol. L. p. 260—264.

« For more than thirteen miles
(says the Journal in another place)
we went along the nhumerous bends
of the river, and then reached two
small islands 3 three and three quar
ter miles beyond which is a small
creek in a bend to the left, above a
small isiand on the right side of the
river. We were regaled about ter
o'clock, P. M. with a thunderstorm
of rain and hail, which lasted for an
hour, but during the day in this con-
fined valley, through which we are
is almost insup-

¢never we obtain

lofty tops of the

tantalized witha®
‘T'hese moun-

-portable ; yet wh
a glimpse of the
mountains, we are
view of the snow.
tains have theic sides, an
partially varied with little ¢
; and baisam fir.
d this creek,. the

e river ou both —°
sublime & ex-
For 5 & three
hese rocks rise per-

om the water’s edge

f nearly 1200 feet.—

f a black gra-

t from its ligh-

and a half beyon
rocks approach th
sidcs, forming a most
traordinary spec
quarter miles,
pendiculaglysfr
to the heighto
They are composed 0
nite near its base, bu
ter color above, from the fragments
upper part to be flint
bruwn and cream co-
Nothingcanbeim
tremendous than the frowning dark-
ness of these rocks,
over the river and mendt
destruCtion.
yards in width,
forced its channel down t
mass, but so reluQantly hasit given
way, that during the whole distance
the water is very deep, even at tue
edges, and for the firs
there is not a spot exce
few yartds, in
stand betwee

we suppose the
of a yellowish
lour.

which projeét

seems to have

t three miles

which a man caqu
n the water and the
towering perpendicular ot the moun-
tain: the convulsion of the passage
must nave been terrible, since atits
outlet there are vast columns of rock
torn from the mountain, which are
strewed on both sides of the river,
the trophies as it were of the victo-
H:veral fine springs burst out
hasms of the rock, and
contribute to increase
which has now a strong current, but
very fortunately we ar
come it with our oars,
be impossible

e able toover-
since it woula
ither the cord
We were obliged to go
tter datk, not able to
t large enough to encamp
pout two miles
d in the middle

on some time a

on, but at length, a
above a small islan
of the river, we met with a spot on
the left side, where we procured
plenty of lightwood
This extraordinary
we called the Gates of the Rocky

We had made twenty
and four and a quarter
miles from the entrance of the gates.
are higher today

and pitchpine.
range of rocks

The mountains
than they were yesterday
some big-horns, a few an
beaver, but since entering the mpun-
tains have found no buffato ; the ot~
ter however a-e in great plenty;
the mosquitoes have become less
troublesome than they were.

Yioll Tip: 810, 3

From a Londan paper of Jan. 3.
The Turkish frigate called the
Hamed commander,
ployed in colle€ling
f the inhabit-
ds in the Grecian -
hile at anchor off
the following t
cumstance took place:
being unable or unw
2ssessment, had bee
board the ship, and after undergo-
repeated bastinadoes, was threa-
d with further punishment.—
Having next day refused ¢
his wife and daughter were,
med’s order, put to death,
treatment two cru
This scene took pla
sence of the wretch
maddened by the sig
sH1f to destruftion to obtainrevenge
for such outrages on
feelings of mature.
were asleep, he g
chamber and fired it.
neous explosion, whech
burning fragm

Camel, Abdaliah
was recently em
the annual tribute o
ants of the islan
Archipelago.

illing to pay the
n conveyed on

el to describe.—
ce in the pre-
d husband, who
ht devoted him-

the common

While the crew
ained the powder
An instanta-

entsover the neighbor-
s, announced th
e tothe inhabitants. What
fthe frigate was speedily

and, of the crew, 160
The survivors including
Hamed, the Commander were dread-
fully mutilated.

The first squadron of the Ameri-
can fleet destined to act against Al-
sists of the frigates Guer-
Decatur, capt. Lewis, Ma. .
cedonian. capt. Jones, Const llation,
capt. Gordon,
capt. Elliott,
Downes. and the

Epervier (brig) capt.

au, J. J. Nicholson,
Spark, Gamble, Pa!lar, and

] Torch, Chauncey.



