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_that of amy of hiz sadeessors, and
» whose-real regard far the ‘rights of
“hiscountrymen was always evipced |
- by his xfls, never believed that
“tithe rights, and Nonours? of the
" U.,S. requiredrto be vindicated by a
war against_ehther of the two na-
tidps, to compel a- relinquishment
of the claim in question. And ne-
ver did his affectionate countrymen
“of t‘he’grcat commercial and navi-
gating “3tates charge him with an
.abandonment of their rights; be-
cause he did not resort, to war, in
order to compel the formal renunci-
ation of a grinciple, while the coun-
try could enjoy the berefit of a
Zractical regard to the trud interests
of the seza-taring citizens. )

In the year 1794, under his ad-
ministration, the U. S. concluded a

reaty with G. Britzin ; but so far
were they from then demanding a
Telinquishment of the claim, that
although the ewvils of impressment
were sensibly felt by the U. S. no
provision was male in that treaty
_on the subjedl.

In the year 1796 the government
of the U. S, thought it exnedient to
maks the law under which protecti-
ons as they are usually called, were
granted to American seamen ; bLut

s

tais, in the end, afforded only a
partial remedy .dor the mischief,
o A'he governmnent of U. S. how-

¢ in-

ev.r, having a conviflion o
tusic difkcuitivs of the
piacinz conadznce infthelassur.aices
of G, Zritain, inthe like manner as
they requirad iace contidence
in theirs, of a sinceve desire to re-
medy the evilystiiltavoided the al.
rEahativelc R R nORRWNE B G i e
slanations and mutual ferbearance,

,‘
o

vur country still adviaced in its
prosperous carseat.

‘I'he praclice of imprecsnient still
continued to be a sublje&t of com.
phint and negotiation, and no ar-
ranzement-was effcfled till the year
SEE T nSE Mo Te: re ds-

mands a distinél consideration,

Your committee find, thatin tha
year Messrs, Monroe and Pinkzey,
wito had been appointed by presi.
dent Jefferson, ministers o the court
of G. Britain, commenced their ne-
gotiation on the subject of impress-
ments, as well us the other subjeldls
in coatroversy between the
countries. It wuas proposed by th
BloitishM cammics: onens R that S
treaty of 1794, should be madz the
basisHof SrhitEnCE Seilition bttt
pronosal was not accedsd

»
ministers,  (See N2 535

194

to by

It appears thazin t.: conferences
the Dritish commissioners manifest-
ot s CisemEuds FepumpRneE Oy &
Gagle el g
)5

f:rzr;.:l renunt1.tion or
cut proposcd as a :
our seane«n should Se furnished with
documents, the natere "and' fosm o
which should be szitled by treaty,
anl that these documents shoull
campictelyiprotediithiciscament;Fine

that subjet to such pretedtions, G.

Britain should have the right to

imoress her own seamen.  (Sie V-,

B

1: also appears by the correspon.
dence of our ministers, that the
s temper which the DBritish com-
missicners brought into the negoti-
ation corresponaing with that which
had been manilested towards our
ministers by ail who were ia official
gtations, as weil as by the publicin
general, was as friendly and re.
speftful to our government and
country, a3 could be desired,” (See
DN 54.) :

The result of this negctiation
‘tvas an adjustment of all the diffz-
rences between the two countries,
The important subje® of imprass-
ments,qn particular, was definitely
arranzed by a note signed bty the
British ministers, which is subjoined
to this report. (See No. 55.)

By this prper, 33 it was distin&-
ly understood and explained by the
parties, Messts. Monroc'nnd Pink-
ney cxpress their conviclion that
the subject of imprassment is placed
almost, if not altogether, on as
goot a footing as they should have
done, had the proj¢¢t which they
titemselves had offered to the Dri-
tish government been adopted.—
(Sce Az, 56.)

And they were fyrther of opinion,
“that the zround on which the subjeét
was thus placed, was both ¢ honnv.
able and advantagedus to the U. S.”
apd that it contained a concecsion
- never before made by G. Britain,

which wuas highiy favourable to our
“jaterests. (See No. 57)

. Such apprars to have been the
~digposition of G. Britain and such
“vas the arrangement made on this
“difficult and important subject. This
\ :‘jdjulth\cnt' however advantagéous
as it secms to have been in the opi-
mion of our ministers, your commit.
tee fnd, was ?cjfﬁed by our go-

. yefnment. Why it was thus reje@l-
Iy tieh T, ) T 3

substitute, t

ed, itJainpt the ‘part of youl tom.

mittee to iptimate ; the enlightened
‘people of thiz ‘commonwealth, hap-
pily, ‘are able' 1o judge, and will
judge for themselves. S E
[ From' thid. time tlfe praflige”of
impressment was not wholly aban-
doned by G. Britain ; but from the
year 1807, it dppears to .havg been
gradually lessening. So inconside-
rable a grievance, indeed, did it ap-
pear to be in the year 1809, that
when a settlement of our differences
with G. Britain was made with the
British minister, Mr. Erskine, the
impressment of our seamen was not
made a condition of the arrangement;
but (the affair of the Chesapeake
frigaté being adjusted) upon the
repeal of the orders in council only,
the iatercourse between the two
countries was renewed. L
This arrangement, it iswell known
was not carried into cifed, and the
intercourse with Great Britain was
«z3in terminated.  Still, however,
the government of the United States
did not apneaar to consider the sub-
je® of impressments-as an obstacle
toa renewal of the intercourse, much
less as a necessary cause of war.—
Forinthe monthof July.1811, (about
11 months before the war) the Secre-
tary oi State informed the British
minister (Mir. Foster) thet should
rcvocazion of the tlockade of
v, 1806, te fioliowed byt a revo-
cation of the Ord in Council, he
was autherised to say that it would

Srs

rodiice ot imimedinte swal of
Le ur e the two
of im-

(e Gl S5t @b Ghie Akl e ehia
“wour committe: feel warranted din
saving, that i ments had not
fri.kucntiy occurred—tie Biritish go-
vernmient had continued to give the
s:iriltest orders to commauders, not
to st American seatien; and
the DBritish ministery Mro Foster,
had requested our severnment to {ur-
nis:_ him with the names of the
impressed  Americans, tiat mea-
sures mizht be taken for thizr imme-

mpress

arde

"

tase Jdi

ditveltisenanac o TIc at it e Cribd
o tie declaration of war, so far
wasit from Leing the case, *f tha
fort tandneclectitirorlonser Deliustiz
fied,” that onlv a fortnignt before
th: war, the British minister had a-
EampiaiosmeutheS cenctanyionStates
that tise 7 reat Bri-
i ive the

tain weli

our na-
acundants
le are brave and vir-

infavtiichitheyicen¥condaonelytdnel v

upon the aid of Heaven,” tiey will

not think it necessary to embark
tu

their lives and for
secution of it.

Your committee, thercfore, upon
the whsle view of the subj:dt, in
discharge of their commission, beg
leave to submit the following Re-
solve :—

nes in the pro-

COMIMONWLALTIL OF MASSACHUSETTS,
In tiie House of Representatives, Feo.
2 RINI0!

RESOLVED .that the Selectmen
and Assessors of the scveral towns,
districts and plantaticzs in this Com-
monwealth, be and they hereby are
required, forthwith to ascertain the
number of seanfen of their respective
towns,districts and plantations, who
have been or are now impressed, or
detained by Great Britain; France
or any forcign power, and forthwith
to make returns thercof to the S:-.
cretary “of this Commonwealth, in
order that the szme may be laid be-
fore the General Court at their next
secsicin, to be holden on the last Wed-
nesday of May next.  And the said
returns shall* contain the name: of
ail such Scamen, and shall state
whether they are native or raturali-
zed citizens of ths United States, or
forcign sutjects; and in the cases of
native citizens shail designate the
town, county and sjate in which they-
were born; and in the cases of natu-
ralized citizems, shall designate the
court or county, in" which, and the
time when, they were naturalized,
and of what fereign power they were
then the subjects; and in the cases
of foreign subjects, shall designate
the foreign power whose subjects
they are. And in all the cases atore-
said, the said returns shall, so far as
the samc may ‘be ascertained, state
the time when and the vessels and

their masters, from which such sea-

Te & 8 . SIhE 4 4 '_? p BICE
men webe .imptedsed ‘ot tided,

the - ports 1o which such veksels be;
lohgsdy'étid also the vesselsqnd their
commanders, by which they were
impressed or taken, angl also ghc
‘pames of the foreign power to w}m:h
such vessel belouged. .And thesaid
returns shall alsostate whether such
scamen had protections with them,
when impressed ortaken, and wheth-
er any, and what application hasbeen
made for their discharge, and the re-
sult of such application, and also in
case of the death of any seaman, shall
state whethier he died in the service
of the nation that impressed or de-
tained him. And in those towns,
districts and plantations frem which
no seamen have been impressed or
taken, the szlecimen and assessors
shall in ltke manner make return of

that!factom d

And the Secretary of the Com-
monwealth shall forthwith transmit
copies-of this Resolve together with
forms of rcturns, prepared in con-
formity thercto, to the sele@imen
and asscssors aforesaid, who are
hereby direfted to publish this re-
scive in the severalnewspapers print-
ed in their respe®ive towns, dis-
tridts and plantations.

v [Here follow the names of xt persons who
Save testimony betre committes, vhich for
want of rcom, weare ebliged to omit. Thed-.
190s wers ord tcds torithe ine
o1 of the 2 We shall at a farure

! yof them as we can find

nassed the Heuse b a ve-
lin the Se.
ting turther
et is defeat-
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FIFTH NAZV.iL FVICTORY.

NEW YORRK., March 25—ncon.

The United States sloop of war
Hornet, Captain Lawrence, has just
arrived at the Navy-Yard, from a
cruizz on the coast of Brazil, On her
return to the United States he feil
in with, and engaged off Demerara,
tlie Britishsloop of war PR.ACOCK,
Captain Peate, rated in Steel’s List
at 18 guus, but mounting sixtcen
thirty-two pound czrronades and
feur long nines, and 2 swivels in her
teps—and after an action of FIF-
TEEN MINUTES, compelled ker
to strike her colours with the loss of
NINVESNENSI D DE D andsIFITR S
TY. TWO WOUNDED.

So destructive was the fire from
the Hornet, that the cnemy went
down shortly after striking her flag.
Those of her crew who survived the
action were saved from sinking in
her, (withthe exception of nine men)
who w.re rescued by the indefati-
cable exertions of the crew of the
Hornst.

The loss on the part of the Ame-
ricans, was cine man Filed and tws
slightly 3, A British brig was
in sight during the engugement, but
was fezriul of joining with her coun.
trymen in the unprodtable contest.

Extract from the Lag Biock of the Hor-
el %
25th February, 1-2 past 3 o’clock,
off Demerara discovered a strange
sail bearing dewn for us. Tacked
to the Southward and Eastward; at
20 minutes past four the strange sail
hoisted Enrnglish colours; at SO mi-
nutes past four beat to quartersy,
cleared ship for action, and hauled
close by the wind in order to get the
weather guage: at 10 minutes after
5, hoisted American colours, tacked
and stood for the enemy ; at 23 mi-
nutes past 5, in passing each cther,
exchanged broadsides within half
pistol shot—The enemy then wore
and gave us his starboard broadside
and kept before the wind, bore up
and.run close on his starboard quar-
ter, and kept up such a heavy and
well directed fire, that in less than
15- minutes he made the signal of
submission, being cut to pieces. A
few miinutes after his mainmast went
by the board. Sent Lieut, Shubrick
on board, who soon after returned
with the first Lieutenant, who re-
orted her to be his B. M.’s brig
E’encock, mounting 19 guns : that her
commander, Captain Peake, was kil-
led in the action; that a great num-
berof his men were killed and wound-
ed, and that the brig was sinkiag fast.
Despatched the boat -immediately;
which brought off the wounded, a-
mounting t6'33; the number.of kil-
led not ascertained, supposed to be
8 or 10, among whom was captain
Peake. About midnight'the Peacock
sunk, carrying down 13 of her crew
and 3 of the Hornet’s, who-were on
board. Our logs was 1 killed and 2
slightly wounded. s
‘The Horact had previodsly cap-
tured a brig froin Monteviden, took
out' 23,000 dollars in specie, and
burnt her.—The Hornet has 1
prisoncrs on board, Passed a ‘Fl
of Truce-ship yesterday, going. info
New-London. X
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For Mr. Pickering's Sccoﬂ ‘Letter.we refer

e -

To speak of the brilliant gtc}}icimehtl.of
our nava! heroes, is at the saroe tinic_ pronoun.
cing an evlogium on the federaladministratibn:

plan originated in wisdom, and notwithstand.
ing all the clamours which ignorance raised a-
gainst it, the succassive viftories which have
baen cbtained is a convinzing proof of its uti-
lity. While nothing bus " disaster has accom-
p:.r.iul our army, glory has been a constant at-
tendant tpon the navy, There {s not, perhaps,
recorded, an engagement, where more execution
was efected in so short a time, and with such
a disparity cf losg, as ia the late adion be-
tween the Hornet and Péacock. .Among the
names of those of cur countrymen who have
so nobly distinguished themselves, that of
Lawrence is not the least conspicucus.  This
viftory deservedly ranks with any that bas yet
oreceded it, and ke, together with his brave
oFzers and crew, are justly entitled to the
warmest 'gr:'.il'.:.!e of their fellow.citizens.
This splendid exploit will add [ustre to another
page 1n our histery, and he corroborative of

the wisdom of that pelicy which, in the infan.

¢y of our republic, gave a spring to enterprize,
and difused a general apgearance of prosperi
ty over the country. The paralyzing g of a
theoretic administration liad net then been
stretched our to destroy, but the measures of
government zo.cpeiated to acquire for Ameri-

ca 2 main2 that was honoured and respelled by

every nation cathe g Sihe maintained her

ndepends free

gn politics, for 2 man watched over her des.
tinics who never deccended to court popularity
at the expense of his integrity.—He had only
the interast of his country at heart—he was a
Thase

naval triumphs which are to us so honcarable,

nd in faveur of a4 navy.

federalist,

have all been obrained by federalists, men bro't
up in the school of Washington,

Much has been s2id vpon the impslicy and
injustice of the present war By many cf the
wisest polticians of the country, it is thought
to be not only impclitic, but destitute cf even
a shadow of justice, But withsut ofiering

any farther ccmments on the subjedt we bag
leave to subjoin a shert extrast from Vattel, to
show what a mourntainous lcad of evils that so
vereign or ruler 1s acccuntable for, who de.
clares an unjust war,

“ All the right cf a power to make war

The

unjust party who attacks or threatens him, or

is derived from the justice of his cause

withhclds what Lelengs to him, in awerd,
who does him an injury, lays him under a ne.
cessity of defending himself, cr doing himself
justice, sword in hand ; he authorizes kim in
ail dcts of hoestility necessary for procuring a
complete satisfadicn, Whoever, therefore,
talles armis witheut a lawful cause, can 2bso-
lutely have no kind of right ; all the hostilities
he commits are unjust—He is charzeable with
all the cvils, ail the horrors, of the war; all
the ¢Tusion of blood, the desolation of families,
the rapine, the viclences, the ravages, the
—He
is guilty towards the enemy, of attas ing, op-

burnings, are his works, and his cri

pressing, massacreing them, without cause ,
guilty towards his people, of drawirg them in-
to actsof injustice, exposing their lives withoyt
necessity, withoutreasen; towards that part of
his subjects wherm the war ruins or who are great
sufferers by it, cf losing their lives, their fors
tunes cr their health Lastly he is guilty towards
all mankind, of disturbing their quiet and set.
ting a pernicious example. Shocking catalogue
of miseries and crimes ! dreadful account to
be given to the King of Kings, to the common
Father of men ! May this light sketch strike
the eyes of the conductors.of nations, princes,
and their ministers. \Vhy may notwe expe&t
some benefit from it; are the great lost to all
sentiments of humanity and honcur of duty
and .religion ? And shculd ocur weak veice
througheut the whele succession of ages pre.
vent a single war only, how gloriously cur la-
bour weuld be rewarded !

I

.

The Requisition. .

We always have deemed it a corredt and
sound principle, that whén the chief magis-
trate of any naticn has thooght proper to de-
clare war against another, it was a part of his
duty to put thztnation, over thic!'xhe pre.:idu,
in a proper state of defence. What preparatia
ons have bzen made by the.president of the
United States for. mreeting an enemy, is very
well knovn by these who live vpon the sea-
board ; for there is starcely 3 place froot N:
Orleans the most southern point of our coun-
try, tQ the Distri&t of Maine the most northern,
whose fortifications ar€ suficient to profedt’it
from any attack which the enemy has it in his
hpower to make. This place, with all others
Aituated on the Chesapeake, may be said to
have been in danger ever ?i;lcc the biock:ﬁiing
*quadron entered the menth ‘of the’ l;‘y—)‘t‘t
_they are all in_so 'dc&x:.c.cl:ss a Lme.'thz(
scarcely any redistance’ ceold be .mads in lh:.j

our réaders to the tast page of this paper. -
- b 4 -

who planred the naval establishment. The

| three dollars™ for every man, wWoms!

eorsidering thitione. o e exjgaery
'u;"ut thatlfnspcc‘iﬁ'e?:{, xh@@m{; 2t '-
the president muy legsily rp;ke\;'ncﬁ\‘& -
‘on, have not besitated to complywith b,
Thay gonceive that the site s &b hifgope
fectoally invaded, and as fic ’PP"OPIMI:,,
regular force have been made by the o
dent for its |e¢ur_‘uy.~iu_only"dep¢n§,i‘
now on t.he'm?}'xx 2 Um@cr thése circumins
the same cbjedions to ealling ppoa the :
could not with p}u:;ui‘tx'i b;.mad:", whidy:
at the commencement of the war, wheg 4y
inYu}on'. to suppress insarredtion, nor g
forct thie laws of the cotntry, made (heiy
vices necessary, ~JVNen such requiitlong'is
made by the president it is tobe undedn,
that the expenses incurred by them mvh
defrayed by the United States,  Whea 1
tion, or any seftion of it, is invaded, base
by the power given him in the ci’“‘“”'
and by subsequent laws of congress, com:

its resources to r2pe} it but wheh any 1y
emergency arises yvhich comes within the oy
and jurisdiion of the governor, ana:mh"
call of a military force requisite, the n‘x:e':,.
on which the call is made, must disbarse 3
the expeases arising from it

Not only by
the governcr power tocuil out <he militia vg
any sudden and momentous cccasion, b %
cordirg toa hw passed at the November gy.!
sicn of 1811, the stame powc: is vesad i\;
. . o)
Brigadier-general, a Colonel, or 3 Mijx,
withot waiting the orders of the cxetzi'_-
Sfould any exigency, therefore, arigeln 2y
remcte part of the state, where no provising
liad been made by the general governmest, o
its oyn executive, to.neet it, the law has ge.
cifield a mode that should be adspred. Itiseg
that the principle has been agreed to inthe ey,

tensive latitude which many have contended

(thatthe precident poscesses the power of al

ing into adtual service the militia of the ez,
try to assist in carrying on a war) thatthe e
ecutive Fave at this time iclded 3 compiag
to his orders, buz because from our expod
ssituation, the necessities of the stave, and pn
ticulariy this city, ' seemed’earncstly to call fz
the requisition.

The executive have therefore, issced e
orders in conformity to the peremptery demasd
cf the general zovernment, for the force befxe
rientioned, and we may soon expstoxe
at this place.

>

et

Somcthing rather Curious !
Not long since a letter was written byde

v

Governor of Maryland to the Secretary
war, acquainting him with the ‘defenceless s
tuation of this city, and the apprehersion
that prevailad of an attack vpon it. Theles
ter was deposiied jnthe office by Mr, Pirkuey,
clerk cf the council, and forwarded, as the
[ostemaster of this place declares, in the

Washington mail, to the department to whid
it was direfed, Why it had not been 2z :
ed remained doub:ful, until a ce:
which had been deputized by some cf the
zens of this place, returned from their missica
to the general government, who brought bak

intelligence that this executive commanicatin

had never been received. How a letter 3d

dressed to gen. Armstrong shou!d have misc

fizd, when all the rest of the mail anived pae

~ . . . \
fetly sale, is scmathing extraordinary ; fortt

letters and packages taken cut atthe intem®

diate cfiices, are uspzlly' made up ia parcelsly
themselves, and therefore it js highly i=F>
hable that this said letter shou!d have bee2
ken from the~mail before it reached Waskicg:
ten.  Whea these circumstances are ks
every one will be at liberty to form his 072
conjeflures respeQing the mystericus masnet
in which this letter shovld have so sodlelf
disappeared, or baen lost, What has become ol
the tetter secms to bealtogether unknowa—5%
the circumstances which have actompm'x:iifl
loss, hve created and conSrmed many urfav™
rable suspicions, x
—

For the Maryland Gasctte.
If it be not deemed high treason, &

cost, and yet more, is likely to 0_0“
them ? The people of these United J;
States (including persons of all 3%
sizes and colours, .- amousit to about $¢
ven millions. By a law of the sess™
of congress just closed, the president¥
toborrow twenty-one millions of do

Now, it is not knosyn upon what ter®
this money may be gorrowed" 3
president being authorised to sell
paper moncy at a very reduced vaic®)
he may, under this loan bill, contrs?
a muci@hr r debt thap twenty-Crggs
millions of dollars... But'admit thst th
is the amount of the debt, then.in 0%
single. scssion, wo have o' .debt tW¥
times the amount of our whole. r’?"i
tion; or in other- words, shall o

and child, whether white, black; [
yellow, in the nation. . Bat this dedt ¥
not to-be paid off ymmediatély, st
cach.man, woman and- child; will h
be compelled- 16 pay threo dollars t

.year. .l;fwi,uv be nn_;embeted, howete

¥k for, But 4t
e

Rfuence as twag
A supposed, a
ey 2re only to Le obliged « ngé

Wze comnfl

it

-’73 more than'

be

Ky whe

&0t of littla im

Fraticated, and the I

what interest iy
th#¥ money, and. of ¢
Glation cannot b garrect. . -
mz'or. pine ‘per cent-—Ni

“Kl’ r, doybts that-it will b

o ront ut least "'-a“:L_lN’ul.Su]
BY be borrowed at this-interest ;
.‘fo!}o\\‘s. that for the'loan author
- ggo session, We shall have to pa;
' rate of uwenty-one’ cents ever
 for évery man, YoM A child
Egodntrv, and this ,fa;: xer: un
‘il pay off the dcp'.t,:-‘ o
‘raying at once thres* dollars fo
P;';‘- woman and Chl]d,:n.s . of
'x:r\'éd. Are the peopls willing
‘:hi’ and to pay in the eamo pro
for the loans of the last year
futare years. f they be, let the
“tinue p0 vote for men who app
the war and its expenses ; ol Ti
jalso bo ready to pay tho taxes,
are to be laid at the next May se:
congress ; Umtisa_ta:x upon 23'1

i stamps, carriages, &C. «
“‘\lbfp‘m 1 AgeFA R

For the Maryland G(‘I:dh
More tinp a yearago Longt
termined that they must layanin
namber of taxes, and the billg w
uparcd and reported. 'But to
the election of Mr. Madison, the
postponed, and were to have,bec
ed at the coznmc::czmcpt of #
session of Congress, w.lnuh was
ditelr after the election of pr
was over.  Mr. Gallatin was con
and consented -to a postponem
them upon tile express provi
they were adopted o soon as cc
met the last fall; antl to en
get them into operaticn in thime
April.  Mr. Madison's ¢ o1l
eured, 1ot the nauzhty{ people
found to be dissatisfied with t]
and war men, and changes every
were taking place. In Massacl
gearcely a war man could get le
come toconzress ; andin N. Y
well as othe- states, the result
elections was almost as unfavo
If cther states changed as fast, t
jority in the next congress might
g devoted to the administrati
col ] be wished : and it was fear
tha imposition of all thesc taxes
d :pierre many of the cood frie
edininistration—\cecordingly, the
are pastponed. Why 2 Becanse as
peple would tell us, conzress he
time to pass the luws. What! no
betiwoen the tivst Monday of Now
anl the fourth day o! March t
Iwvs swhich have bean prepared for
tvelve taorths 2 Believe this whe
No! the elections were not over
the sta‘es, and until they were th
es mist be kept 2s much out of
23 passible. The taxes were post;
not for the want of time to pu
huws, (which mizht have been pas
any on weex ai tiis long sessiog
to got the electlons over 3 and
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