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SUMMER EVENING.

HOW fweet the fummer gales of night,
That blow, when all is peaceful round ;

: As if fome fpirit’s downy flight,
Swept filent through the blu= profound.

- How {weet at midnight to recline,

. Where flows the cool and fragrant ftream ;

. There half repeat fome raptur'd line;
“There court each wild and fairy dream.

" O¢ idle mark the volumed clouds,

Their broad, deep mafls of darknefs throw,
. Where, as the moon her radiance firouds,
" - Theiw changing fides with filver glow.

. Or [ee where from that depth of fhade,

~ 'I'he cealelels lightning faintly bright,

: In filence playe, as if afraid,

" To break the deep repofe of night.

- Or gaze on Heaven's unnumber'd fires,
While dimly-imaged thoughits arife,

" And fancy, loofed trom carth, alpires,
To fearch the fecrets of the fkies.

. What various beings there refide,
What forms of life to man unknown,
" Drink the rich flow of blifs, whofc tide,
" Swells from beneath the eternal throne.

Or life's uncertain fcenes revolve,
And muling how to act or fpeak,

Pecl fome high wifh, fome proud refolve,
Throb in the heart, or flulh the check,

" Mean-while, may reafon’s light, whofe beam,

et this MM fomr-bemineg=

Dimmed b the world’s oppre{five gloom,
Sheds but a dutl, unfteady gleam,
In thig ftill hour its 1ays reiume,

- - o e e oy o

The light all meaner paffions fear,
The wandering thought, the high defign,
"And fairy dieams to virtue dear.
e

MISCELLANY.

RURAL ECONOMY.

Fromn the Boston Chronicle.

MERINO SHEEP.

“THE following obfervations on the ma.
nagement of Mecrino [heep, the breeding
of which has” within a (hort time occupied
the attention of the moft diltinguithed agri-
cultaralifts in the U. States, were written by
an Englifly gentleman many years refident in
Spain.  The value of fuch comimunication,
derived from an authentic fource, will be du-
ly appreciated by every practical farmer.
There are two forts of theep in Spain; fome
have coarfe wool, and are never moved out
of the province to which they belong; the
others, after (pending the fummer in the nor-
thern mountainy, defcend in the winter to
the milder regions of Eftremadura and An-
dalufia, and are diftributed into diltricts there-
in.  Thele are the Merino (heep, of which
there are computed to be about four or five

. mullions, as ftated under,

The Duke of Infantado’s flock
contains about

40,000
The countefs del Campo de A..

lonzo Nangrette 50,000
The Pauler convent 30,000
The Efcurial convent 30,000
The convent of Gadaloupe 30,000
The marquis Perales 30,000

Ten flacks containing about
20,000 each, belonging to
fundry perfons

All the ather flacks in the king-
dom, takeo colleltively, about

200,000

3,800.000

' 4,220,000
The word Merino is Spanith; it fignifies
g‘bvcmo‘r of a fmall province, aud likewtle him
who has the care of the pafture of cattle in
general, The Merino mayor is always a per-
fan of rank, and appointed by the king,
- The duke of Infantado is the prefent Merino
mayor. The mayors have a furpeme juril-
di&kion over the flocks in Eftremadura which
is called the mefta, and there the king is the
Merino mayer. Each flock generally confifts
of 10,000 fheep, with a mayoral or head
«fhepherd, who mult be an a&ive man well
verted in the nature of pafture, as well as in
¢he difeales incident to his lock. Under this
perfon there are 50 inferior fhepherds, with

30 dogs, five of each to a tribe. The prin- |-

cipal {hepherd receives about 551, fterling, or
233 -dollars for his wages, and has a frefh
“horle every year. The inférior lervants arc
paid finall annual wagey, with an allowance
" of two pounds of good bread per day for each
‘dog. . The places where thele fheep are to
be {een in the greateft numbers, are in the

" Montana and in ¢he Molina de Arragan, in

the fumaer, and in the province of Elfrema-
durain ‘the “winter. The Molina is to the
cift,:and the Montana to the rorth of Ef.
‘tremadura, the moll elevated. part.of Spain,
Etrernadura abounds with arofmatic plants ;

* but the :Mgntana is entirely without them,

The il 'care. of the fhepherd in coming
to the {hot where _lmcpp are,to {pend the’
] wes 2 much falt a5
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~{ffres and pprventi

| Tity—otRers again imagine that

they will eat ; for this purpole thcy are pro-
vided with 25 quintals of falt for every ‘thou-
fand fheep, which is confumed in lefs than 5
months ; but they do not eat any falt while
on their journey, or during the winter. The
metbod of giving the falt to them is as fol-
lows :—=The fhepherd places 50 or 60-flat
ftones, about 5 fteps diftant from cach other;
he ftrews fome falt on each fone, then leads
his flocks lowly by them, and every fheep
eats at plealure—this pradtice 1s frec!u’gmly
repeated, obferving not to let them feed on
.any fpot whete there is limeftone.—~When
they have eaten up all the falt, then they are
led to fome argillaceous’ fpots, where from
the craving they have.acquired by eating the
falt, they devour every thing they meet with,
and return to the falt with redoubled ardour.
At the end of July, each fhepherd diftributes
the rams amongit the ewes, five ot fix rams
-being (ufficient Yor one hundred ewes. Thefle
rams are taken trom the flocks and kept apart,
and after a proper time are again feparated
from the ewes. The rams give a greater
quantity of wool though not fo fine as the
ewes; for the rams will weigh 20 pounds, &
it requires four fleeces of the ewes to produc't
the fame.  The difproportion of their age is
known by their teeth ; thofe of the rams not
falling before their cighth year; whillt the
ewes, from delicacy of frame or other caufes,
lofe their teeth after five years. About the
middle of September they are marked, which
is done by rubbing their loins with ochre
(thefe earths are of various colours, red, blue
and green.) It is faid the earth incorporates
with the greale of the wool and forms a fub-
ftance which prote@s the fheep from the in-
clemency of the weather ; others pretend that
the preffure of the ochre (which is applied
plentifully) has a

as an ablorbent, and lucks up the excefs of
peripiration, which would render the wool or-
dinary, Towards the end of September thele
Merino flocks begin their march to a warmer
climate ; the whole of their route bhas been
regulated by laws aud cuftoms from time im.
memorial ; they have a free paffage through
paltures and commons belanging to villages ;
bu: as they muft go through fuch cultivated
lands as lie in their way, the inha_bitants are
obliged to leave thern an opening 90 paces
wide through which thefe flocks muft pafs ra-
pidly, going fometimes {ix or feven leagues a
day, in order to reach open and lefs inconve.
nient places, where they may find good paf-
ture, und eafy repofe. In fuch open places
they feldom exceed 2 leagues a day, following
the fhepherd and grazing as they go along.
The whole journey, from the Montana to the
interior parts of Eftremadura, may be about
155 leagues, which they perform in about 40
days, being equalto 11 or 12 Englith miles
per day,

The firft care of the fhiepherds is to lead
them to the fame pafture in which they have
lived the winter before, und in which the
greater part of them were brought forth ;
this s no difficult tafk, for if they were ndt
to condu@ them they would difcover the
grounds exad&tly by the fenfibility of their ol
faCtory organs, to be different from the conti.
<u s places, or were the fhepherds fo inclined,
they would find it no eafly tafk to make them
go farther,

The next bufinefs is to order and regulate
the folds, which are male oy fixing flakes
faftened with ropes (made from grals) one to
the other to prevent their elcape and being
devoured by the wolves ; for which the dogs
are likewife ftationed without as guards, The
(hepherds build themfelves huts with Qtakes &
boughs ; for the raifing of which huts, as
well as to fupply them with fuel; they are al-
lowed to lop or cut off a branch from every
tree that grows' convenient to them; thic
law in their favour is the real caule of lo ma.
ny trees being rotten and hollow in the places
frequented by thefe Aocks of fheep, _

A liwtle before the ewes arrive at their
winter quarters, is the time of their yeaning
o bringing forth their young, when the Miep.
herd muft be particularly careful of them,
The barren ewes are (eparated from breeders,
and placed in a lels advantageous frot, re.
ferving the beft palture for the moit faith.
ful, r:mov'm\g them in proportion to their for-
.wardnefs ; the laft lambs are put into the
richelt pafture, that they may improve the
the fooner and acquire firength to perform
their journey along with the carly lambs,

In March the fhepherds have four different
operations to potform with the lambs that
were yeaned in the winter 5 the firft is to cut
off their tails five fingers breath below their
-rump for cleanlinefs ; the fecond is, to mark
them on the nafe with a hot iron; the third
is, to faw off tlie tips of their horns in order
that they may not hurt one avother in their
frolicks ; fourthly and finally, they caftrate
-fuch lambsas are doomed for belwethers to
walk at the head of the tribe, which opera-
tion is not performed by. incifion, but merely
by fqueesing the fcrotum’ until the fpermatic
vellels are twifted and decayed,. . . . |
_ Xn April the time comes for their geturn o
-the .Montana,. which .the flock exprolles with
great cagernefs, and’ fhow by various mave-
ments and seltlellnefs ; for whish' reafon yhe
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thepherds “mult be~ very. watchful, left they
make their efcape, whale flocks having fome-
times- ftrayed’ two or three leagues-whilft the
Mepherd was aflegp.  On thefe occafinns they

place from whence they caine. '
Tn May they begin to fhear, unlefs.rhe

ufually piled one above the other would fet-
meht and rot in cafe ot dampnels } to avoid
which injury the fheep are keptin covered places
in order to hear them the more conveniently;
for this purpole they have buildings that will
hold thoufands at one and the fame time ;
which is the more neceflfary as the ewes are fo
very delicate, thatif immediately after licar-
ing they yere expofed to the chilling air of
the ‘night they would moft cerrainly persifli.
One hundred and fifty men are employed to
fhear one thoufand fheep; each man is comput.
ed to fhear eight per day ; but if rams, only
five ; not-merely on account ot their bulk,
and the greater quantity of wool on then,
but from their extreme ficklenels of temper

Cy to firangle himfelf when he' finds that he
is tied. To prevent his hurting himfelf they
endeavour by fair means and careffes to keep
bim in temper ; and with much foothing,
and having ewes near him {o that hLe can
plainly fee them, they at laft engage him to
be quiet and voluntarily fuffer them o proceed
and “Thear him. On the {hearing day, the
ewes are [hut up in alarge court, and from
thence conduéted into a fudatory, which is a
warm place canftruced for the purpofe, where
they are hept as clofe as poflible Yo make
them perfpire freely, in order to foften the
wool and make it yield with more eafe to the
fhears, This managemeunt is peculiarly ufe.
[ fal=tothezran winfe woptgs rore b
and ‘more difficult’ to be cut.—TTe flcece.is
divided into three forts and qualitics.

The back and belly produce fuperfine
wool.

The neck and fides produce fine wool.

The breafls, fhoulders and thighs, produce
coarfe wool.

The fheep are then brought into another
place and wmarked; thefe fheep which aie
without teeth being deftined for the flaughter
boufe, and the healthy flicep are led out to
feed and graze if the weather pernit ; if not,
they are kept within doors until they are gra-
dually accuftomed to the open air, When
they are permitted to graze quietly, without

prefer the fincft grafs, never touching the a-
romatic plants, aithough they may find themn
in great plenty ; and in cafe the wild thyme
is entangled with the grafs, they fcparate it
with great dexterity, Tj‘\'ing on cagerly to
fuch fpots as they fitd:to be without it.
When the fhepherd thinks there is a likeli-
bood of rain he makes proper fignals to the
dogs to collet the flock and lead them to a
‘place of fhelter ; on thefe occafions the fheep
(not having time given them to colle& their
pafture) pick up every herb indifcriminately :
were they in feeding to give a preference to
aromatic plants, it would be a great misfor-
tune to the owners of bee-hives as they would
deflroy the food ot the bees and occafion a
decreafe and difappointment in the honey and
in the cropse The fheep are never fuffered
to move out of their folds until the beams of
the {un have exhaled and evaporated the
nights dew ; nor do the fhepherds fuffer them
to drink out of brooks or out of ftanding wa.
ters wherein hail has fallen ; experience hav-
ing taught them that on fuch occafions they
are in danger cf lofing them all.

[he wool of Andalufia is coarfe becaufe the
fheep never change their place, as is prac-
tifed by the Merino flocks, whofe wool
would likewife degenerate if they were kept
on the {ame fpot; and the wool of Andalu-
fia it is highly probable would improve in
quality, were their fheep accuftomed to emi-
grate as the Merinos do.

Between 60 and 70,000 bags of wool were
annually exported out of Spain. A bag ge-
nerally weighs eight Spanifh anobas, of 25
Spanith pounds each anoba, which are equal
to 214 Englith pounds.

Upwards of 30,000 bags of Spanifh woo
were fent annually to London and to Briftol,
fo that the Englifh manufaQorics have con-
fumed about one half the quantity of ‘wool
produced in Spain, This wool (fince the Spa-
nih revolution) has been worthy when ware-
houfed in England, 26s. fterling the pound,
or 5 dollars 75 cents. -

The wool of Pauler, which is the largeft
fleeces though not the beft in quality, is re-
ferved for the royal manufalories. which be.
long to the king of Spain,

The common drefles as well as the Mooting
drefles of the royal family of Spain, and the
drefs of their attendante, were made of tle
cloth of Segavia, an. ancient populous city
in Old Caftile, where the beft woollen clothes
in Spain were all maoufa@ured. The crown
of, Spain reccived anmnally, from all the d-
ties when added” togethery paid on wool ex-
ported, upwards of 60 millions of reales de
velon, which are equal to 2,666,666 dallays

‘ 66 cents. . . .
- The following’ flatement’ when'trade was
not materially iatersupted, may fhew the
N N, o g B
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generally take the {traightelt road back to the |-

weather is unfavourable’; for the fleeces being

and the great difficulty to keep them quiet,
the ram being fo exafperated that he is vea- |

being hurried ar difturbed, they feledt and |-
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|h804 to SQP..
. 1804 to 5,
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1806,
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" Total number of ba
one year,

London ; from Sept,
1807,

Briftol ; from Sept, 1806 to Sept
1807. '
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1806 to Sepy,

.Total number of bags imporﬁtcd in
out year,

WOOLLEN MANUFACTURES
An account of. the wool purchafed fro-gﬂ,
reign countries for the purpofe of n
facturing the fine woollens of Enghindu';

the years 1802, 1803 and 1804,
Whenee imported,:

Direétly from Spain, .16,986,6445
. Portugal, 400,723 |
Holland, 403,400 4
Gibraltar, 288,375 -4
France, 252,299 .

Gcrm:.my, 122,15

America, - 10,657

Pruffia, 3,357
Denmark, 381 -

. . ©in 3 yen,:

Of this quantity about 16,307,718 i,

wete imported in neutral vesscls, angi

this laft quantity 165,778 lbs. were gy
woonl,

OF Spanifh wool the proportions were, o

the finelt fore, about (

12,000,000 at 6s. fed, ¢
2,000,000 at 55, d
1,227,020 a: 4. 6d, da

14,920 at 3s. da
Lamb’s wool, 165,778 at 45,34, &,

Making together 15,307,718 Ibs, valuels
4,391,044 pounds fterl, the price at wid
the clothiers bought it.

‘T'he remaining 3,166,000 Ibs, importels
Britifi veflels amounted to nine hundred o
fix thoufand four hundred and fortyts
pounds fterling, fo that the fum paid
three years (including the merchant's proff
was 5,297,493 pounds. Upen the wbok,
the average fum paid to foreign countn
for fine imported wool, by the Britih rxf
chants, was at that period 1,560,000}
per. ann. No wonder the fine clothes of
country are now (o dear; nor is it any
der that Buonaparte looked with fufpici
eyes at Spanifh hoflility againft G, Briui
12 Rep. Arts p. 405.

Does not the preceding ftatement fhow
the infinite importance of attending too
breed of fheep? Sheep that afford wool word
10s. a pound currency, even when bosst
by millions of pounds! in England, wid
in this twelve month, 26s. flesling br
been given for a fine lot of Spanifh woel;
this too, when common Englifh wool was
warth more than 14d. flerling. Some
ago his majefly made Arthur Young, £
the fecretary of the board of agriculture,
prefent of 4 Merino ram ; there being t
not more than two or three in the kingda
Since that the Spanilh government made Ges
1. a prefent of 3000 Merino Sheep: :
thefe 1,522 died withina twelvemonth ¢
remaining 1,478 were fold b)’_’“&'on.”
prudent meafure, as thofe who paid the bigk
elt would take the moft care of thcm.:é
think they-brought from 200 to 457 P8
cach.
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Notice.

OCTOR SHAAFF is conflrind ©
make a ferious call on all thole /¥,
indebted to him for payment of th:x:!.IC'
counts, which are placed in the hl|' s
Mr. Robert Welch, of, Ben, for colied
with authority, in cafes whereit m‘)’l‘p‘
ceffary, to enforce payment.

Annapolis, February 20, 1810. !

To Seine-haulers andothers

THIS is to give notice to ,u_?ul'on!i
cither Seine-hauling or otherwie

- i Horn Deist
~pafling upon my “plantations, (H .
and Talley’sy) phat they will ccr_uug{;bfg";

fecuted. é H. M.
Annapalis; . cb,W
: ngs. Li —f‘(;'dlﬁb;
~ g7 Cafh given for clean Linen & 755
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