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WasunincrtoN Crry, Oftober 27.

T will be perceived by our Congreflional, Journal
that the national legiflature have affembled without
. leaft delay.  On Monday, on counting the mem-
s of the houfe of repréfentatives, ane hundred and
centeen were found to be prefent, and one delegate
oo the Mifliffippi territory. In the fenate twenty.
¢ members were prefent.  Such a prompt and ge-

The hall of the houfe of reprefentatives was on

ing in pronounzing it a  chief d'cuvre of architec
abkitl, Tt was anticipated, Aby thole who had paid a
Eiical attention to the plan, ana who were acquainted
+h the talents of the archite&, [Mr. Latrobe] that it
boid be the handfome(t room in the world occupied
a deliberative body. Thele who have feen the
pms occupied by European public bodies atteft the
uracy of the predi@ion.  We {hall not at preflent
pt-adefesiption of it ;_referving this gratifi
for fon ertod ot eNure— In-thesmea
we (hall barely remark, that, on entering it, the
fator feels a new and ftrong fenfation of pleafure,

v

The vice-prefident yeflerday took the chair.of the
bate at the opening of that body. We have plea.-
in ftating him to be in good health,

Itis with regret we learn that Mr, Macon, the
mer fpeaker of the houfe of reprefentatives, is dil.
ed from taking his feat in the houle by a fevere
ilpofition, ' 5

wday opened for the Brft time, We rifque no. 'y

“olendonr-and-elegance-of- all:that furrounds -

from a Britith adiniral, the frigate Chefapeake, leav-
ing hec'port for a diftant fervice, was attacked by one
of thole .veffels 'which had been lying in our. harbours
under, the indulgencies of hofpitality, was difabled
from proceeding, had feveral of her crew=kilted, and
four taken away, On this outrage no commentaries
are neceflary, Its charaQer.has_been pronounced by
the indigdtant voice of our citizens with an emphafis
and unanimity never exceeded. T imimnediately by
proclamation interdi@ed  our harbours and waters to
all Brivith armed veflels, forbade intercourfe with

them, and uncertain how far hofijlities were intended, -Under expedtation that” a continuance ‘of qpr peace

and the town of Norfolk indeed being threatened
with immediate attack, a fufficient force was ordered

parations ccmmenced and -purfued as the profpet
rendered proper. An armed veffe] of the United

nl attendance wanifelts the zeal and attention . \e — ; i
iy be xgelind flum e nc-w,coporrcfs.m\ or the protedtion of that place, and fuch other pre

tates was difpatched with inftru&ions” to our minif-
ters at Londan, to call on_that government for the
fansfagtion and fecurity required by.the outrage.—A
very fhort interval aught now to bring the anfwer,
which fhall be communicated to you as foon as re-
ceived ; then alfo, or .as foon after as the public, in-
tereits fhall be found to adinit, the unratified tsg
and proceedings relative to it, fhall be made . 0
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‘the part o B
within our waters in defiance of the authority of the

at lengthTby ' putiing Yo" deathdne -Bf -t
-whom they had forcibly taker from on board the
Chefapeake, -Thefe aggravations neceffarily lead to
the policy either of never admitting an armed veflel
into otir harbours, or of maintaining in every harbour
QCh an armed force as may conftrain ohedience to
the laws ;' and protect the lives and property of our
citizens againft their armed guefls. But the expence
of fuch a ftanding force, and its inconfiftence with
our principles, difpenfe with thafe courtefies which

to you, . . _ N
s begumias beexcsmiscd oy
“the Britilh-"commanders; “by remaining

country, by habitual violations of its jurifdidlion, and to be called o fog, tour
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TENTH CONGRESS. would neceffarily call for it, and leave us equally free
he tenth congrefs commenced on Monday the to exclude the navy, as we are the acmy of a foreign
th inftant, when general J. B, Varnum, of Mafla- power from entering our limits., )

fezts, was ele@ted fpeaker ; and To former violations of maritime rights, anather is
Patrick Magruder, of Maryland, was chofen clerk, now added of very extenfive effe@. The govern-
the houfe of reprefentatives. : ment of thdt nation bas iffued an order-interdicting
all trade by neutrals between ports not in amity
with them.  And being now at war with uearly eve-
1y nation on the Atlantic and Mediterranean feas,
our veflels are required to facrifice their cargoes at
the firlt port they touch, or to return home without
Circumftances, fellow-citizens,.. which rr'l'i!)uﬂ)' the benefit of goi"g to any other market: Under
reaten the peace of our country, have made it a  this new law of the ocean, our trade' on the Mediter-
ty to convene )'OU at an earlier pcriod than uf'ual. raneat has heen fwcpt awdy by feizurgg and condeln-

¢ love of peace fo much cherifhed in the be™wm of nations; and that in other feas is threatened with the
citizens, which has {o -long guided the proceed- fame fate, -

ks of their public councils, and induced forbearance

der fo many wrongs, may not infure our continu- o mealure.having béen taken on her part fince my
e in the quiet purfuits of induftry, lalt communication to ¢ongrefls to bring them to a
The many injuries and depredations committed on  clofe.  But under a flate of things which may favour
r commerce and navigation upon the high feas for  re.confideration, they have been recently preffed and
rs pafty the fucceflive innovations on thole princi-  an expe@ation is entertained that tlicy may now foon
s of public Jaw which have buen eftablithed by the be brought to an iffue of fome forts.  With their fub-
fon and ufage of nations as the rule of their in- jc&i on our borders, no aiew collifions bave taken
outle, and the umpire and f=curity of their rights place, nor feem immediately to be apprebended.  To
i peace, and all the circumftances wh®<1 induced  our former grounds of complaint hasbeen added a very
extraordinary miflion to London, zre already ferious one, as you will fee by the decree; a copy of
wn toyou, ‘The inftruftions given to our minif-  which is now communicated. Whetber this decree,
swere fram=d in the fincerell (pirit of amity and  which profefles to be confotmable to that of the
leration, They accordingly proceeded in confor-  Frepch government of November 21, 1806, hereto-
y therewith, to propofe arrangements ‘which  fore comwunicated to congrefs, will alfo L2 conform-
Ight. embrace and fettle all the points in difference “ed to that in its conftrution and application in rela-
ween us, which might bring us to a mutual under-  tion to the United States, had not been afcertained
ding on our neutral and natinnal rights, and pro-  at the date of our laft communications. Thefe, how.
fe tor 2 commercial intercourfe on conditions of ever. gave reafon to expeét fuch a.conformity.
e equality,  After long and fruitiels emleavours With the otber natiops of Europe our harmony has
effect the purpofes of their miffion and to obtain  been uninterrupted, and commerce and friendly inter-
npements within the limits of their inflru@ions, contfe have beeh maintained on their ufual footings
y concluded to fign fuch as could be obtained, and ~  Our peace with the feveral ftates on the coalt of
fend them for confideration ; candidly declaring to  Barbary appears as firm as at any formcr_pcrfod, and
other negotiators, at the fame time, that they as likely to continue as that of any other nation.
adting againft their infiro&ions, and that their Awmong our Indian neighbours in the north-weltern
ernment therefore could nnt be pledged for ratifi- guarter, fome fermentation was obflerved foon after
19n. Some of the articles pmpo{'cd mighg have the late o'r,cur;cncc!, tbreltcn_ing the coqnnuanccof
o admitted on a principle of compromife, “but our.peace. Meffages were faid to be interchapged,

PRESIi)ENT's MESSAGE.

b the Senate and Mouse of Representatices of the
United States. d

¢18 were tno, highly difadvantageous ;.and no fuf-  and tokens to be pafiing .which.ufually dencte a flate
%0t provifion was made againft the principal fource of reltlelspels among them, dnd the-charadler oMf the
ea-

the irritations gnd collifions: which were confiantly agitators pointed to she fonrces of exgiterpent, M
Mangering the peace of the two nations. The fureswere immediately taken for providing againft
eltion therefore whether a teeaty fhould hc_acs':cpt- that danger ¢ Inlru&tions were givep to require €x-
in that form, could have admitted but of one de- planations, and, with affurances of our °°'“_‘"°'d
ony even had no-declarations of the other party im- friendfiip, to admonifh the tribes to remain quiet at
red our confidence in-it. Seill anxious not to clafe bome, takipg no part in qyarrels-pot belopging to
door againkt friendly adjuftment, new modificati- them. As far as we arc_yet informed, the tribes in
s were framed, and further conceflions authorifed our vicinity, who are,mo advanced in the purfuits

hn c'otfld_befbre ‘ha®e been -fuppoled neceffary ; and of 'Wdunry, are fincerely difpofed to ad!\a_c to their
rminifters- were inftroted to refume their negoti- friehdfhip with ws, and to their peace wich al] others. .
Pons on thefe grounds, - O -this new reference to - While thofe more remote do not preflent appgarances
eable. difeuflion we were reprfing in confidence, fuffigiently quiet to jultify the intermiffion pf mili<.
" o0 the 22d day pf June laft, by a formal ord¢r tary precaution on our parte ‘

i

Our differences with Spajn remain ftill anfettled—
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mueh advanced.
houfehold arts, appear tranquil, and identifying theie
views with ours, in propottion to, their advancements,
‘With the whole of ,thefe people, i every quarter,:L
‘fhall continue ‘to. inculcate peace and’ Tricndmhip with
alt their pelghbours, -and-pesfeverance in thofe octn.
pations and ‘purfisits whichagill'belt promote their
own welk-being, ., . * L T

- The appropriations ‘of {HE faft {effion, for the de-
fence of our fra-port towns dnd’harbouts; were made

N

would permit vs to proceed in that work uccérding ‘to
our convenience. It has been thought better to ap-
ply the fums then given tawards the defence of New-
York, Chartelton, and New.Qrleans chicfly, as moft.
.open and moft-likely firft to, need proteélion ; and to
lcave places lefs immediately in danger to the provis
ions of the prefent feffion. ... o
The gun-hozts too. already provided, have on =
like principle, been chiely zffigned to New-York;
. New-Orleans, and the Chefapeake. Whether our

- moveable forte on the water. fo- material in aid of
" the defenfive works on laud, fheuld be augmented in

a.0r any other form, is left to the wifdom of the
ature.  For the purpole of manning thele vef.

fuddeazxxacks rho

3 e, -~ 5 4 _,..%
or confidergtion whether the Teamen of the: United ™

"Stagcs ‘may not juftly be formed into a {pecial militia,
¢ ‘duty in defence of the'

ry inilitia of the place furnifhing that portion which
may confift of landfmen.,

The moment our peace was threatened, I deemed
it indifpenfable to fecure a greater provifian of thofc
articles of military ftores with which our magazines
were not fufficiently furnifhed.  To have awaited a

previous and fpecial fanétion by lw would have loft

occafions which might not he retrieved. 1 did not
hefitate, therefore, to authorife engagemente for fuch
fuppleme®?ts to our exifting ftock as weuld render it
adequate to the emergencies threatening us; and L
truft that the legiflature feeling the fame anxiety for
the fafety of our country, fo materially advanced by
this precaution, will apprave when doney what they
would have feen fo important to be done, if then af-
fembled. Expences alfo unprovided for arofe out of the
neceflity of calling all our gun-boats into actual fer=
vice for the defence of our harbours; of all which
accounts will be laid before you,

Whether a regular army is to he raifed and to
what extent, muft depend on the information f{o
fhortly expe@ed. In the meap-time I bave called
on the ftates for,quotas of militia, to be in readi.
nefs for prelent defence ; and have moreover encou-
raged the acceptance of volunteers, and I am happy
to inform you that thefe have offered themfelves with
great alacrity in every patt of the union. They are
ordered to be “organiled, and ready at a moment’s
warning, to proceed on any fervice to which they
may be called, and every preparation within the exe-
cutive powert has been made to infure us the benefit
of early exertions.

I informed congrels at their laft feflion of the ens
terprifes againft the public peace, which were believed
to be in preparation by Aaron Burr and his affoci-
ates, of the meafures taken to defeat them, and to
bring the offenders to juftice.  Their enterprifes
were happily deteated by the patriotic exertions of the
militia, whenever called into a&ion, by the fidelity of
the army, and energy of the commander in chief in
promptly arranging the difficulties prefenting them-
fclves on the Sabine, repairing to meet thofe arifing
on the Mifliffippi, and diffipating before their explo-
fion, plots engendering there : I fhall think itany du-
ty to lay befose you the proceedings, and the evi-
dence publicly exhibited on the arraignment of the
principal offenders before the circuit court of Virgi-
nia. You will be enabled to judge whether the de-
fe@ was jn the teflimony, in the law, or in the admia -
piftration of the law, and wherever it fhall be found,
the legiflature alone can apply or originate the reme-
dy. The framers of our conftitution certainly fop-
pofed they had guarded, as well their government
againft diftru@ion by treafon, as their citizens again(t
_oppreflion, under psetence of it, and if thefe ends are

The' dg}cat tribes on ;ixr !oﬁih-ﬁcfhm quarfér:
beyond the others in agricvlture’ and

“not atrained, it is of importanee-to-inguire by “what

means more effeétual, they may be fecured,
The accounts of the receipts of the revenue during

__the year ending on the thirtieth day of September

“laft being not yet made op, a corre&t ftatement will
be hereafjer traufinitied from -the. treafury. In the’
mean-time it is alcertained. that the Teceipts have

amaunted to neardixteen. millions of dollars ; which
with the five millions and an half in the “treafury ac -
the begioning of - the year;  hava :enabled ‘vs, after

ameeting the current demands and intereft incarred,

{Rﬂd‘d -dd)!c:

Thele . pagments, with thole .of the
preceding five ng 2%

to pay more than four millions of the principal of opir

8 balf years, have extinguifhed of .
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