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. PRESIDENT’s MESSAGE.
WasuiNgToN, December 2. -
This day, at 12 o'clock, the Prefident of the United

States communicated, by his Secretary, .to both
houfes of Congrels, the following meflage :

To the Senate and House of Representatives of the
United States of America in Congress assembled.

(3

T would have given me, fellow.citizens, great
fatisfadtion ta anncunce, in the moment of your
. meeting,- that the difliculties in our foreign relations,
_exifting -at the time of your laft feparation, had been
amicably and juftly terminated. I loft no’ time in
taking thofe mealures which were moft likely to
‘bring them to fucl: a terinination, by fpecial miffions,
charged with fuch powers and inftrutions as, in the
event of failure, could leave no imputation on either
our moderation or forbearance.” The delays, which
have (ince. taken place in our negatiations with the
—Pritith governtmeht, appear- to-have praceeded from
«caufes, which do nat forbid the expeQation that dur-
ing the conrfe of the feflion,

%@E@gg&‘%ﬁ?ﬁ e A hatok
e negatiations for fettling our differcnces with Spain,
nothing which had taken place, at the -date of the-
Jalt difpatches, enables us to pronounce., On the
wefltern fide of the Milliflippi the advauced in confidera-
ble force, 3and took polt at the fettlement of Bayou
Yietre, on the Red river.  ‘This village was originally
fettled by France, was held by her as long as fhe
beld Louiftaws, and was delivercd to Spain only as
2 part of Louifiana.  Being fiall, infulated and dif-
tant, it was not obferved at the moment of re-delive.
1y to France and -the United States, that fhe con-
tinved 2 guard of half a dozen men, which had been
fationed there. A propofition however having heen
Jately made by our commander in chief) to affume
the Sabine river as a temporary line of feparation be.
tween the troops of the two nations, until the iffue
of our negotiations fhall be koown, thic has been re-
ferred by the Spanifth commandant to his fuperior,
andin the mean-time. he has withdrawn his force to
tle weflern fide of the Sabine river. The correfpon.
dence on this fubject, now communicated, will ex-
Ybit more particularly the nrefent ftate of things
1 that quarter,
. The nature of that country requires indifpenfably
that an unufual proportion of the torce employed there
hould be cavalry, or mounted infantry. In order
therefore that the commanding officer might be enabled
a8 with effedt, 1 had authorifed him to call on
the governors of Orleans and Mififfippi for a corps
offve hundred volunteer cavalry. The temporary
tmngement he has propofed may perhaps render this
Lnneceflary.—But I inform you with great pleafure,
of the promptitude with which the inhabitants of
thefe territories have tendered their fervices in de-
fnce of their country. It bas done honour to them-
tlves, entitled them to the confidence of their fellow-
Ctizens in every part of the Union, and muft ftrength-
W the general determination to prote& them effica-
toofly under all circumftances which may occur,
Having received information that in another part
¥ the United States a great number of private in-
idals were combining together, arming and orga.
Mg themfelves contrary to Jaw, to carry on a
rilitary expedition againft the territaries of Spain, 1
Wought it neceffary, by proclamation, as well as by
el arders, to take meafures for preventing and
coprefling this enterprife, for feizing the veffels,
ims, and other ymeans provided for it, and for arreft-
g and bringing to juftice its authors and abettors.
J:“ due to the good faith which ought ever to be
¢ role of akion in public as well as in private tranf.
‘:fr":’x:'; it wag due to ‘good order and regular go-
rimem, that, while the public force was acting
"l!iz'u): r;,_n the defenfive, and merely to protect our
e s trem aggreflion, v:hr cnmma‘l attempts of
e individuals to decide for! their country the
:::2:;‘; f’{fegcncc or war, by commencing active and
Qﬁbuf? hoftilities, fhould -be promptly and ef-
y Tupprefied.
bether it will be necefary to enlarge our regu-
-on-:":‘.ah\ﬁ“ depend on the refiilt of our negotia-
oy ith Spain,  But as it is uncertain when that
22 Wil he knawn, the provifiarial mealures requis
"m"" Aty and to meet any preffure intervening in
ny

a;1“.1rtcr, will be a fubje& for your carly cpnﬁdc-

i;hé mileffion of both hapks of the Mifliffippi, re-
Yg to fmsle paint the defence of that rivery its
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n::g' ard the country adjacent, it hecomes highly
;«i&'""o provide, for that point, a more adegnate

Etlhy. Some pafition above its month, command.
¢ paffage of the tiver, thould be rendered fuf-

1 may be-enabled to lay
o 0 T LT e

e

ficiently firong to cover the armed veflels which nay
be fationed there for defence ; and, in conjunéion
with them, to prelent and infuperable obftacle to any
force attemnpting 1o pals. The approaches to-the ci-
. tx-of New-Orleans, .from the eaftern quarter alfo,
wiill require to be examined, and more effeQually
. guarded.  For the internal (upport of the country,
the encouragement of a ftrong fettlement on the welt-
ern fide of the Mifliffippi, within reach of New.Or-
leans, will be worthy the confideration of the legifla-
tyre. . v
. The gun-boate authorifed by an a&k of the lalt fef-
fion, are fo advanced, that they will be ready for
fervice in the enluing fpring. Circumftances permitted
us to allow the time neceffary for their mare folid con-
firuftion. . As a much -larger-number will flill be
wanting to place aur fea-port towns apd waters in
that ftate of defence to which we are competent, and
they entitled, a fimilar appropriation for a further
provifion of them is recommended for the enfuing
years it ’
. A further appropriation will alfo be neceffary for
repairing fortifications already eftablifhed, .and -the

erection of fuchather works as may have realeffefin.

boftru@ing the approach of an encmy to our feasport
towns, or their remaining before them.
_In 2 countey whole canflitution.is derived.fr

3

luffrages, wliere the principal exetutive fun@ionaries,
and thofe of the legiflatugg, are renewed by them at
{hort periods, where, under the chara&er of jurors,
they exercife in perfon the greateft portion of the
judiciary powers, where the laws are confequently fo
formed and adminiftered as to bear with equal weight
and favour on all, reftraining noman in the purluits of
honeft induftry, and fecuring to every one the property
which that acquires, it would not be fuppofed that
any fafeguards could be needed againft infurre&ion or
enterprife, on the public peace or authority, The
laws, however, aware that thefe fhould not be truft-
ed to moral reftraints only, have wifely provided
punifhment for chefe crimes when committed. But
would it not be falutary to give alfo the means of
preventing their cormmiffion? Where an enterprife is
meditated by private individuald, againfi a foreign na-
tion, in amity with .the United States, powers of
prevention, to a certain extent, are given hy the
laws. Would they not be as reafonable, and ufeful,
where the enteprile preparing is againft the United
States 1 . o, ) .
While adverting to this branch of law, it is proper
to obferve, that in enterprifes meditated againft tor-
cign nations, the ordinary proce!s of binding to tke
oblervance of thie peace and good behaviour, could it
be extended to aéts to be done out f the jurifdi&tion
of the United States, would be effe€tual in fome cafes
where the offender is able to keep out of fight eve-
ry indication of his purpofe which could draw on him
the exercile of the powers now given by law. )
I'he ftates on the coaft of Barbary {eem generally
difpofed at prefent to refpet our peace and friend.
fhip.  Wizb Tunis alone fome uncertainty remains.
Per{uaded that it is our intereft to maintain our peace

~with them on equal terms, or not at all, I propofe to

ferd, in due time, a reinforcement into the Mediter-
ranean ; unlels previous information fhall fhew it to
be unneceflary. . @
We continue to recelve proofs of the growing at-
tachment of our Indian neighbours, and of theirdifpo-
fition to place all their interefls under the patronage
of the United Statess “Thefe difpofitions are infpired
by their coufidence in our juftice, and in the fincere
concern we feel for their welfare. And as long as
we difcharge thefe bigh and homourable funétions
with the integrity and good faith which alone can
entitle us to their continuance, we may expeét to
reap the juft reward in their peace and friendfhip.
The expedition of Meffrs, Lewis and Clarke, for
exploring the river Miffouri, and the beft communi.

‘cation from that to the Puacific Ocean, has had all
the fuccels which could have been expeted, They
have traced the Miffouri neacly 1o its fource, de-
fcended the Columbia to the Pacific Ocean, afcertain-
ed with accuracy the geography of that interefling
communication acrols our continent, learnt tbc.chaa
racter of the country, of its commerce and inha-
bitants, and it is but juftice to fay that Melirs.
Lewis and Clarke, and their brave companiens, have,
by their arduous fervice, deferved well of their couns
trv. :

_The_attempt to explare the Red river, under the
dire@ion of Mr. Freeman, though condu&ec} with a
geal and prudence meriting entire approbatien, lias
not been cqually (uccelsful.  After proceeding up it
about fix hundred miles, nearly, as far ds the Frc‘ngh
fettlements had extended, while the country was in
their pofleffion, our gcog}):}!herl ;!crc obliged 1o rg-

m without completing their worke
" Very ufeful adpditions have alfo been made to oor
knowledge of the ;\Ii(ﬁﬁippx, by licutenand Pike,

d‘d&w?‘ ot ok :

_of them to its prefervation,  The fubjeét'is naw pro-
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who has afcended it to its fource, and whofe journal
and map, giving the details ot his-journey, will fhort~
Iy be ready for communication to both honfes of Con-
grehi.  Thaofe of Meflrs. . Lewis, Clarke ahd Free-
man, will require further time to be digafted and pre-
pareds - Thele importaut fuyveys, in addition o thofe
before poffefled, -furnith materials for commencing an
accurate map of the Miffiffippi and its weftern-waters.
Sogge-*principal .rivers however remain flill:to'be ex-

. ;plored; towards swhich the authorifation of Congrefs,

by moderate appropriations, will be requifite,

- I congratulate .you, fellow-citizens, on the ap-
proach of the period at which you may interpéfe
your authority conflitutionally, to withdraw the citi-

zens of the United States from all further participa~,

tion in thofe violations of human rights, which have:
been fo Jong continued on the unoffending inhabitantsr
of Africa, and which the morality, the reputation,
and the beft interelts of our country, have long betn
cager to-profcribe, Although no law you may pafs
can take prohibitory effe@ till the fitlt day of the year

one thouland cight hundred and cight, yet the intér-

vening period is_ riot too long. to prevent, by:timcly-
notice, expeditions '

fore that day, .
The receipts at the trealury, during the yeh
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ars, which have enabled
ter meeting the current demands; to pay two.millions.
feven hundred thoufand dollars of the AmericAn
claims, in part of the price of Louifiana ; to pay, of
the funded debt, upwards of three millions of princi-
paly and nearly four of intereft, and, in addition, to
reimburfe, in the courfle of the prefent month, near
two millions of five and an half per cent, flock.—
Thefe payments and reimburfements of the funded
debt, with thole which had been made in the four
years and an half preceding, will, at the clofe of the
prefent year, have extinguithed upwards of twenty-
three millions of principal.

The duties compofing the Mediterrancan fund will
ceale, by law, at the end of the prefent feflion,
Confidering, however, that they are levied chiefly on
luxuries, and that we have an impoft on falty a ne-
ceffary of life, the free ufe of which otherwift is fo
important, 1 recommend to your confideration the
fuppreflion of the duties on falt, and the continuation
of the Mediterrancan fund inftead thereof, for's
fhort time, - after which thdt alfo ‘will become un-
neceffary for 3ny purpofe now within contemplation,

When both of thefe branches of revenue fhall, in
this way, be relinquithed, there will ftill, ere long,
be-an accumulation of monies in the treafury, beyond
.the inftalments of public debt which we-are permitted
by contratt to pay. They cannot then, without'a
modification, affented to by the public c¢reditors, be
applied to the extinguifhment of this debt and the
complete liberation of our revenues, the moft defira-
ble of all objeéts; nor, if our peace continues, will
they be wanting for any other exifting purpofe. The
queftion, therefore, now comes forward, to what
other obje@ts fhall thefe furpluffes be appropriated,
and the whole furplus of impoft, after the entire dif-
charge of the public debt, and during thofe intervals-
when the purpofes of war fhall not call for them ?
Shall we fupprefs the impoft, and give that advane
tage to foreign over domeftic manufa@ures ? Ona
few” articles of more general and neceffary ule, the
fuppreflion, in due feafon, will doubtlefs be right ;
.but the great mafls of the articles bn which impoft is
paid, are foreign luxuries, purchafed by’ thofe only
who are rich enough to afford themfelves the ufe of
them. Their patriotifm would certainly prefer its
continuance, and application to the great purpofes of
the public education, roads, rivers, canals, and fuch
other obje&ts of public improvement, as it may be
thought proper to add to the conftitutional enumeration
of federal powers. By thefe operations, new chan.

nels of communication will be optned bctwcfn‘ht/ip ol
-

ftates; the lines of feperation will difappear, #el
intereits will be identified, and their union ectented
by new and indiffoluble tirs, Educatiop s here plac-
ed among the articles of public o«¥e, not that it
would be. propofed. to take its fn‘ﬂlmqr_ branches ot
of the hands of private enterptife, which manages f
much better all the eohcerns to which it is equal's
but a public inftitution can alone fupply thofe'fcieri
ces, which, thoogh rarely called for, aré-yet teceflda
ry to complete the circle, all the parts of which cdn-
tribute to the impravement of the country, and fome .

pofed for the corfideration of Congrel§, becadfe, ' if
.approved, by the time the ftate legiflatures fhall Kave
«deliberated on.this extenfion of the federal Yrufts,“and
the laws fhall be paffed, and other arrangenients- nidds:
for their execution, the meceflary funds will be on

haid, and without employnient.: T fuppofe an a- .

mendment of the conftitution, by confent of the
Jhates, neceflary, beeaplé the obje&ts now- récommend.
ed are not agopg thofe. enumerated in the conlitah
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