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FriLow CITIZRNS, - »o:2laijq v o
HE period i3 _approaching swhep you will be
J cilled on ro-exercife the inyslusble right of
fsfinge in the choice of an ,gigq.qr‘pf prefident snd
vice-prefident of the»Unlid ,Sr;_:u, <Thjs privilege
i the more eftimable 83 you will ufe it though not
inuedi:te)ﬁ in the efe@ion of the twp maft imporsant
cficers of the general government, . , ,
At the laft “cleétion’ I was honoured with yoyr con-
féence 35 an eleftor, and Leqdeavoured 1o difcharge
the ot with ﬁdclitzl,, by voting for the men, whoin
.oy judgment were beft -qualificd to il thole high
Autioss. At the sequeft of s nymber of refpeQable
charsfters in the diftri€—Y have agsin offered myfilf
ycandidate for the truft, and have. notified.the fame
ja the Maryland Gazette. This nojice was no fooner
given than [ was called on 1o aflign the reafons why Mr.
Alios thould be difesfied from effice. 1 am not bound
to sfign the reafons’ of my preference to any =mp.
gyrous feribbler. - Tt is fufficient that I prefer Mr.
Jeferfon. —To my lellow-citizens of the gih difiriét
they will now reipe@ifully_be addreflod. .
The queftion is not imply whether Mr, Adams is
to be diimiffed from office ; but whether the freemen
of the United States age freely to exercile the eleive
innchife in the choice of & prefident and vice.prefi-
dest, If they are ot {;;glg to exercife this right,
maved by power, and un 1afled” by -the frowns or
threats of the pgrti[ans ‘of adminiftration, .gnd with-
et regazd 1o the perfon in office, in vain has our ex-
ceilent conflitution provided that @ prefident fhall be
defied once in every foar years, o
It will readily occur to every difcerning mind that
in difcufing the merits of the two candidates, they
fard upon very unequal ground. The official con-
doft of 'Mr. Adams. is ,?cr'é:_ned behind the ramparts
¢f the ledition att, whillt that of Mr. Jeff:rfon is open
to all the flaader, abufe and {currility, which eovy,
kily or malevolence can fuggeit. It isa @rong evi-
éence of the purity and integrity of his chara@es, that
tl the calumupies which the~wickednefs of his cnemies
wuld invent, have never fhaken the public ¢onfidence
in‘his virtues and his patrioti{m, :
Free thoughts upon palitical fubje@s are congenial
with the fpirit of our free republican government;
yetwhen profecution, fine and imprifonment may be
the confequence of ‘free and temperate difcufion,
Mwever well fopported the writer msy be by faé
w2d “srgument, he mult naturaily. feel himfelf re.
Inined by the refleftipn that he may be s fufferer in
petfom} liberty and propenty, though in the caufe of
truth spd juflice. 1 conlefs that dusing the exiftence
of tbe fedition. 88T conlder the liberty of the puefs,
{the fiithful goardign of our right:,) as an empry
Pwed.  The right gf - giving the truth of the charge
18 evidence is'a mere. delufon. | The difficulty,
tisyble and vexation of meeting s profezution from the
eroment, with the ful] gnd formal proof neceflary
2 court of law,’ are 100 well knowa to need illuf-
tation : and although .the truth of & fa& may lgme.
tmes be provedy: v_cib'cm give.in evidence the truth

an egigion ? ANl politicg) wrjtings contair nat anly
_ Bl bue alfo:te"gaoﬂ ig and dedy&ions dsawn from

1fe faly ;. “and the ‘mepning of the writer muft ge.
perally Be illafirated by foch tealonivg and deductions,
#nd not’ from the 1583 themfelyea: and the libel, if it
be oné, will confid g, ticsglly, ip. what is contsined in
thae mf.c)ni_q‘gj-_'qd_' !.gg&‘;,d:jdgﬂiom,rapd«_ pot in the
. Bot a3 evidence can by, given anly of the truth
of 1, yad ot of the'writh i the apipions fated 13
wifing ‘oqt”of thofé fafly ;. ke canfcquence will be
that - (b perfon accufed ‘will e faund guilty, becaufs
b gerinSt piove the trith of that which is incapable of
f:;{ﬁml igfxdcs,'-;f party fhould infinuate icleif
9 133 jary boxy “whay chepce of sequittal has 2
vavérfer ‘when' b ix‘m be q;ﬁ"@; ,-pimo;]du:ﬁnuon
e dong s Prefident by men who indifsrimi-.
CaSL every 88 "af . bis admiplization, and
2 thavhe hay. never eried 2
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|..§qt the rgpublicans
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withed fome Amendments ol

the people -for .necefary. satendments, than o rejedt

At yntil . the smendments “could: be obtained. - I was

and il remain a: friend 10 the conflitution ; and I
love apd tevese it, becaufe it is republican, and”hagfor
its cud.and objed, the greatdfbagpinels of the gréateh
nunber.. No man who is.not deftiture of honout and
veracity will hazard.an affertion to-the contrary. "
The federal party has generally ‘spproved the mez.
fures of adminiRration 5. the.republican party kss often
oppofed thole mesfures. It-may rationally be expected
that each party will view with a jealot eye, the prin-

ciples, doctrines and meafures. of the other.” “The '~

moft prominent meafures of government to which the
republicans have heen appofed, are fevera late afts of
cangrels which in their opinion are pot warranted by
the conftitution. No corflitution can afford any resl
or permanent fecurity to liberty; unlefs it is confidered-
as facred and preferved inviolate; The confitution
may beviolated in different ways ; the government mzy

_aflume powers not delegared 1o it by the conthitition ;

~—or it may transfer powers to oneof the branches
which the conftitution declares fhall be exercifed ,:nly

by the whole government, or by two of its branches.

The divifion of the power which is given is as- eflén-
tial s the’ limitation of “it, to the prefcrvation of li-
berty. ‘T'he acts alludew to, are, 1. thofe which re-
late to the provifional armies. 2. The fedition act.
3. The alicn act.  T'hefe acte have agitated the minds
and interefled the feclings of the people of the Usited
States, I fhall remark on them hereafeer,

‘The federalilts have endeavoured, and with ton much
fucce(s, to feduce the people into a belief, that every
warisoce of opinion upon the policy or propriety of any
pacafure of sdminifiration became the teft of oppofition
ta the government. But the people have awcke from
their flumbers,  and they now- fee through the de-
lufion. Every man of common fenfe knows, that
whether a meafure of government be right or wrong

s no matter of fact, but a matier of opinion, about

which men may very honeltly differ —They bave
conftaptly iuculcated the neceflity of unreferved con-
fidence in the cosllituted authorities ; thereby giving
z general previous fanction to mifgovernment, [ think
it a found - maxim, that he who indifcriminately fup-
ports every adminiltration fubverts 2il government,
Phy this unlimited confidence, when the conftitution
and laws are full of difiruft? Confidence is every
where the parent of defpoufm: free’ government 1s
founded in jealoufy, and not in cocfidence: it is
jeslouly, and oot confidence, which preferibes bounds
to thofe who may be ictrulied with power, under our
conflitution. I have a confidence in the conllituted
authoritics of my country ; but it is not an unlimited

confidence, It may readity be conceived that the beftr government of the United

admiciRration mutt encounter nppofitior, and that the
worlt will find more fupport than it deferves, I am
willing to belieye that our rulers have purfued & courfe
of meafures which to them appeared well adapted to
the exigencies of the country. - But if thofe meafures
do not meet our approbation, it is our duty, a3 good
citizens, to with-hold our affens, and to ‘ufe our en-

deavours to preveat the re election of thofe who have -

given & fanction to them. . g ]
They with ta perfusde you, that the prefent dif-
approbation of fome of the meafures of government is
afizcted, motveal that it is nothing inore than a con.
teft between the 1ns.and the ours.  But this is mere.
ly an electioneesing manceuvre, eslculated to Jull that

vigilant and anxious jeslowfy which fhouid ever charac- .

terize a free peopls. - We are certainly dcep\g intereft-
ed in the fitnefs of the characters who hold the preft of

every: thing that is dear to us, - We muft be credulous
indecd to think all men virtuous; and “we muft-be .

truly malignant o believe all men equally wicked.and
corrupt. Profeffing ouifelves to be republicans; it is
incumbent.on us to choofe characters who are remark.
able, not only for their enminent talents and private
virsues, bar: whofe ‘republicanprinciples have- never
been qailed in queftion.—Afier-thefe few prelimidary
ohfervations, Iwill- procéett to examine’the stts com-
pla‘m:d!bf._ Aud firtl; ithe alien, and fedition

ncts.

. The politisal fitariion of the people of the Ut
_Statea is different o that of anyothcr people’o
carth.  As citizens''ofi-the Individual fates in’mhi

we live, we.arg;governed by the conflitution,

of the flate : 8 citizens bf the United State

- 2 onftitution and laws of the generil go-
d. {nbject: ta thecoaftitu ¢ v g ;fge
pofiefled all
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To _pégulate commerce ‘with. "féx’{iia,;:”xipm, ind
among the Teveral fares, 'and with the Iddian wibey; . -
'To ¢Rablifi s’ unifort rule 6f naturalization, and
uniform_lsws op the fubj¢cs of bankmptcies thropgh-

out the Unlted Statess ., ~ T o

‘To 'coin money, ‘regulste_the valpg, theteof, and of
foreign’ coin, and’ to fix'the Randard of weights and
‘meafurest ¢ TS T L T
To provide for the pucifhthent of counterfeiting the
“fecuritics and current coin of the United States

To eftablith pdft-offites and policroads: @ °

To prométe che progreds of fesence and uleful arts,
by fecurig, “for limitted times, to aughorsand in«
ventors, the exclufive right to their refpective writings
‘and difcoveries ; B sk g, 5,

To conftirure” “tribupily inferior to thé fuprems
court ¢ o ) ; .

To défine “and punifh piracies and felonies com.
mited ou the high'feas, zqd offences agsiodt the law

- To*bgrtow" mogey on, the

of natiefisy o i P

To declare war; grang Jetters of marque and re.
prifzl, ‘and make Tules concerning eapiures on land
and water: Y o, .

“To raife arid”foppart armies ; but o appropriation
of money to.that ule fhallibe for a longer term than
two years: S Y ;

To-provide and maintain a navy .

Tu mike rules for the government and regulation
of the'land and naval forges; .

To provide for calling forth the militia_to execute
the Jaws of the union, fupprefs inforredlions and repel
invafions : T o .,

To previde for organizing, arming and difciplining
the militia, avd for governing fuch part of them a2 may
“be employed in tht fervice of the United Siatés,. re-
fesving 1o the states rcfpetively, the. appointment of
the officers, ad the sothority of training the militia
according to'the difcipline preferibed by congrefs: .

To exercile exclulive legiflation in all cafes what-
foever, avér fuch difiri€l (tot exceeding ten miles
fquare) s3 may by ceflion of particular itates, and the
acceprance of copgrels, become the feat of the govern-
meng of the Unit:q" States, and to exercile like,au-
thority over all places purchaled by the confent of the’
‘legillsture of the fiate in which the fame fhall be, for
the ereflion of forts, magszines, arfenals, dock-yards,
and other needful huildx'ug:’!-':,fiﬁnd : 41

To make all laws which tall be neceffary. and pro-
per for carrying into execution the foregoing powers,
and all other powers vefted by this couttitution in the

] ed * States, or in.any depari-
ment or officer thereof” ™ * . & o

Among the amendments ta the conflitution are the
twa following articjes : B oF oV om w #

¢ Congrels fhall make no law refpefling an efla.
blithment of rcligion, or prohibiting. the free exercife
thereof ; or abridging the freedom of fpeechpr of the
prefls; &c.” e e T

« The powers not delegated-ta the Uhited States
by the conftitution, ror pxohibi::d-_b;’it to the ftates,
are referved to the flstes sefpe@ively, or (0 the peo-
le.” ) . o oy
d Now whether thefe aéls, or ecither.af them, isana
conftitotional, remains to be decided by the immuta.
ble pringiples ‘of reafon and of truth. - Befote the
adoption -of the federal® conflitution, the flates indi-
vidually " were. competent to pafs sll laws which were
deemed neceflary and proper to fecure the reputation, .
23 well. az the lives, libertics.and property; of the 2

le.. Neverthelefs 2 geoeral government was deenis)
fal to the peage and happinels:of the pegple’o
Auierica {"not-&e"gquc'lhe fiste goy
fettive, and. réquired amendment ;. no shfere. -
putation, life, liberty. xnd property, were fufficiently
protefied 3 bug becaufe. there yere many<important
fubjecta-on which tht ftate legiflatures cauld:nat act,
_sid ‘ovér, which they, could ha contrgle .- Thep
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