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T H U R 8§ D A Y, SerpTeEMBER 27, 1798.
To the FREEMEN of the City of Axsaroris, of government, and a foe to lawle(s power. ~ A wife, fee caule to' be watchful ; the molt fufpicious the ne-

Axni-ARUNDEL 2nd Prince-GEORGE"s counties,

FeLLOW-CITIZENS,
x‘to,‘-——:-o% HE True Whig of 776, in his addrefs
A9

o © 1o you, contends ‘¢ Mr. Sprigg's votes
& -i- do him honour, that his conduét, as
i T - your reprefentative im congrefs, needs
& & on'y to be fairly and cz_ndidly ftated to
GO+ O be generally approvea” A critic,

wno read this peflage, judged it ought to read, difap-
to render it correét.

The True Whig gives us a probable and a very
Jarming hint.—He afferte, the frisnds cf arbitrary
Jwer at one period, will (hew themfelves to be the
enemies of liberty at another.”—The moit arbitrary,
aud the moft prefuming power now on earth, and the
mot dangerous to our repofe, i France, and the friends
of that Jawlefs power in this country are not yet con-
vinced of it. They may, however, conformable to
the laid intimation, comuvince us yet fo cur ot they are
tbe real ememies of liberty. The author, 1 dare fay,
weuld conftrue the fentence differently. Men who
sead and hear with a different f{pirit, generally view
thirgs through a different medium, or underftand
iom different impreflions. Impartiality is a virtue the
heft of us find it difficulc to strain. Tt is indeed fre-
guently hung too high to be eafily r':lr_h:d. I, how-
eser, prolels mylfelf a frierd, and invite the queltion
1o be tnirly decided in the lift of argument and realen,
"For the .prtfcnt I only contend Great-Britain, the
power alluded to, is not a tyranoical government, or
the tories encmies of American liberty, They are all
manifeily the fall friends of the prefent adminifiration,
ind decided foes of France; and that founding the
charge at this time is umwife and umgenerous.  The
True Whig further informs us, thofe who {upport Mr.
Spripe’s eleftion are admirers of the great and illuft-i-
cas Wathington, ¢ that they will refpeet and revere his
pame and character as long as liberty fhali be deemed 2
blefing, and patriotifm a virwe.”—I with this beauti-
fe! fentiment, this 25=Rionate declaration, had been
ferther animated, by annexing the following words,
axd, we approve, and will fupport, in the time of
mergenty and danger, his ‘tc/z'/im/ opinion, at the rifk of
our lives and fortunes.— I'he illuftrious Wafhington,
I dare believe, enjoys the approbation of the geod and
wife every where—His merits and his- virtues will
meet the plaudits of admiring 2ges alfo —But methinks
in his life-time, his delicacy forbid the fcund of po-
puisr praife.—I am fure he would rather hear of our
. extrtions and of our umanimily, than our praifes. The
veaerable general, however, will, tn his turr, elteem
the men who will firengthen the arm of government;
who are difpofed to retaliate, not invite, the aggreln-
cns of France 3 who will {uppsrt, not diftract, the
councils of our country.—Qur tears 2re not frem Frg-
lzzd, or any fuppofed friends of England ; with them
- we have no controverfy 3 our enmity has long {ubfided,
orin reafon and decency, ought to have fubfided, con-
formable to the declaration of American independence §
henceforth we deem them as we deem the reft ot man-
kind, enemsies in avar, friends in peace ; which fricndfhip
recommenced at the peace, and folemnly renewed in
the feveral treaties of amity and commerce. It is the
Leight of abfurdity and infanity to coninue an impla-
cable animofity towards a nation with whem we have
been long at peace, and who is daily manifeRing her
friendthip for us, by an sccommodating fpirit. Axd
whitdo we ? Perfilt in rewarding them by entertain.
ing mean fufpicious jealoufies, and to rencer our fitua-
tion fill more hazardous, irritate them by infuiting
expreffions, fpurp with contempt the preffered kindnels
of ancient friends, and fly wih ardoer into the arms
of 2 proditute, .defiled with' human gore, to be em-
braced to death,.or to enjoy the melancholy profpet
of fecing them, in our expiring moments, with their
bloody hands entwined, dance about our females,
wives and Jovely diughters, to the tune of Ca Ira, li-
berty and equality | Forbid it gracious Heaven !

Our political and commercial relation with England,
ought 1o indoce us tdefteem them as the moft natural
tlly—~That we are interefted in her fate is obvious—if
that bulwark. of ‘the world falls before the gaping and

;rowi.

d""’“"ﬂg power of Frapee, this continent would not .

be long, before it felt the effe@s of the dreadlul ex-
plofion, - " !
Al muit now admit, the Britith arms ftand us in
g‘”,d fiead, by withitanding the power of France and
et formidable allies, and diverting their stiention
oM us3 and niay they never ceafé to diftontinue the
dlrrcouteﬂ, until our fears are fublided, and the frec-
b"? of .the commercial world fecured } may we proft
: Al'&e:r brave and virtuous efforts, and be thankful.
- ¢ peacesble man, who loves drder and covel®
m quillity, 1 ami ture will ifprote my prayer. The
. ;f property ‘fhouid be alarmed.at the rapid ap-
{:S €3 of edarchy ‘and rapacity, “that in an ill-fated
nlight foon. eafe him of his“wealth} dnd de@frdy

4
the fundsd fyftem, titles, eftates, and all confidence—

propesty man, ahqve all men, fhould, at this erl-
ime, diftingeifh himfelf as a determined friend -

Nl

vigilant and difcerning people, have now an opportu-
nity of fhewing their circumfpetion in the choice of
2 reprefentative. It is vifible to every intelligent per-
fon,‘we have had feveral gentlemen in congrefs friving
to difguft the people with the government, protrating
the bufinefs of the feffich by unneceffary Jengthy de-
bates, and, if votes-and {peeches are a teft of princi-
ples, there is a ftrong prefumption there were many
among them attached to the interéft of France, rather
than the true intereft of America—I am apt to think
no part of this imputatipn can apply to Mr. Sprigg,
but it is with real concern I find that gentleman is
charged with harinonizing occafionally in fentiment
with them, when it was his duty to leffen their num-
ber by his oppofing voice, unluckily thereby becoming
the dupe of that party—that his name is among thofe
who were oppeicd to brighten the chain of friendfhip
with Great-Britain, and inifpofed to diJolve the trea-
ty with France, 1am rot difpofed rigidly to feruti-
nize or repeat the cbjetionable votes, or the principles
which influsnced thofe votes—¥ know not whether the
gentleman was enchanted, like many more, with that
delufive forg, gratitude and obbgation to France, or
that he at any time profefl=d it as the rule of his obe-
dience. Many of the friends and admurers of Mr.
Sprigg, are however, known to be feduced by that
honett, but injurious impreffion ; atachment and obli-
gation to an old parent country. Few men admit, or
2i} has forgot, but that we fhould forget curfelves, run
oppofite to the firtt law of Nature, and facrifice our
intereft at the fhrine of the moft imperious power on
earth, is marvelloufly unfortunate. No man, [ be-
lieve, imputes to Mr. S. that he embraced any new
error, that he atterapted to form sny new alliance,
that he neglected his poft in congrefs, orin any in-
ftance afled contrary to what he deemed the fantiments
of his conftituents, knowing that he left them meitly
Frenchmen in affeflion, and abhorring the idea of
warring agaioft new friends. He has theretore a claim
on our indulgence for the pat. If he erred againtt
the trus intereft of the community, it was becaule the
communiry firtt erred againft themlelves; left without
inftrufticos, and befet with artful and pewerful de-
claimersy he scquitred kimfelf as well as moft young
raen in like circom{tances perhaps would have done;
the figacizus, while they fee the propricty of his apo-
Jogy, fhould difpiay more circumipeétion in futare.
The gentleman’s private character is known to be
un:xceptionable, his public he has fubmitted to two
forts ot hearers, one friendly, the cther hotitle.  The
firlt heard his defence with pleafure, conceived every
argument fatisfadtory, every evidence cenclufive ;
and his definitive poiitical fyftem expedient, and on
that greund propofed to vote for him; the other con-
ceived both principles and arguments had their weak
and vulnerable part; that fatistactory reafons were not
afigned why he fo firmly adhered to firlt imprelfions,
vindicating a defpicable peace fyftem, and the pro-
priety of perfevering in them, at 2 time too when
they appear no longer raéticable, when it becomes
daily more and more imprudent, difgraceful to cur
chara€ler, and deftrutive to our profperity. Labour-
ing a3 we dn, as the prefident wilely oblerved, under
2 war of one fide only, afyfiem, when contrafted
with our refentinent towards Great-Britain, is ex-
tremely ridiculcus, and as longas we will paflively
fubmit, France will find it her intereft to Aeece us,
nay, and demand indemnificaticn too for the lofs of her
iflands, and as they recoil at the indignity and re-
peated injuries fultained, and likely to be fultained,
they would rather manfully feek reftitution by war
than meanly make farther facrifices by peace. On
this ground that gentleman’s eleétion will be oppofed
by them, They hive not now to be informed the
dire@tars of France calculate upon turning our di-
vifions to their own advantage; snd as thefe divifions
have hitherto been difgraceful and ruinous, they pro-
pofe to aft in fuch a manner as to 2cquit themfelves
from the reproachful ftigmas of being acceffary to their
own undoing, or to any calamity that may hereafter
befal us, knowing unanimity in our national councils
15 the grand defideratum towards preventing it.
Mcr.Thomas's charafter and credit appears refped-
able, his political creed I have been told is unexcep-
tionable. He has avowed his determination to co-
operate with government ini fupporting the dignity and
independence of the country in oppofition to thofe
who may be indifpofed to retrieve ot fuftain our fink-
ing credit. Fellow-citizens, you, are now mv.md to’
pay a.ferious regard to the emergencies of the times—
behold the defolating fcenes of Europe, the unhappy
confequentes of dirvifion ; if yex like them izvite dengér,
remember there is.no appeal} if you are avanting fo your-
Jfelves an the day of trial, rémesber there. i1 72 remedy.

“I fhall haye one confolation thit [ havé done my dusy.
The mian of fenfibility 'would bé alarmed st making

v " »

« falle fiep on the brow df  precipice, be ye illo

“alarined st the profpeé® of Impending cvils and the -
: tevent that’

indifpofition of thoufands to remove ot

evily thtis circumftariced thie “moft unfufplcious will

ceflity of placing fome confidence in the executive
lfimlmﬂrnion, as a neceffary barrier to prevent the
violation of our conflitution, and the introduétion of
fome defpicable government, under the control and
influence of France~—forger not the {pirit of party
aflails us within, and a vindiive foe threatens us
without. The late inteliigence from Louifiana and the
Havanna are gloomy, but additional motives for

roufing your vigilance and re.animating national =x-

ertions—remember the piracies of France have com-
pelled our government 1o aét defenfively, and, in all
human probability, thofe and many other confidera-
tions will foon conftrsin them to act cffenfively, under
the formality of a declared war—be affured it is not
bgcngl’c the Britith treaty was made that the French
piracies prevail, as many repeatedly affert, Have the
Swedes, Danes, &c. recently made Britifh treaties ?
No, they are tempted by our wants and our weak-
nefs ; _xhey rely on the ftrength of the Jacobinical
party in this country to fuffer them to go all or any
length with impunity, Let them go on cries Galla-
tin! Stop them with a vengeance fhuuld be your re-
ply -and your inftructions. OF #wo exils you'll chufe
the (leaft ; there is no other alternative, war OR 13-
FaMY. Manfully, therefore, meet the war -with ajl
its extremities, if neceffary, and fiipulate with your
intended reprefentative (previous to eleétiorn) that he
will vigoroufly promote war meafures, and ttand by
the government. .

I can have no poflible motive in this addrefs dif-
tin€t from your gocd. Party prejudices and cleftion
tricks I have ever defdifed.” To Mr. Themas Iam
unknowing and unknown. With ‘Mr. Sprigg 1am
in habits of friendfhip, and has for years enjoyed my
mott affeltionate efleem. But friendthip or Jife cught
not to be prized t-o highly when our country’s gocd
and the interelt of poiterity claims the facrifice —
If Mr. Sprigg is attached to our goiernment trom
principle, and will with them agree to oppofe the in-
fiduous Cdefigns of France, he. will not hefiraré)” I
fhould. fuppofe, to avow it—in that cafe I conceive no
objeftion can lie. If he wilt rot, the prefumption
is, there is fomet ing radically deteflive, fome {ecrer
predili&tion to France, or a continued repugnmcé to
be bound by initruétions, which he cannctor will
rot fubdue, and as his cppolers conceive it their duty
to weaken the minority band, and as they deem our
conftitutional government tco precicus to be heediefs.
ly facrificed, he will leffen, meft affuredly, inftead
of increafing the rumber of his friendly fupporters;
both candidates profefs to have a common “intereft
with us—bnth are equally concerned in our profperity,
and interefted in our happinefs. ~But different con-
ceptions are cntertained of the belt mode of promoting
that intereft, or fecuring that happinefs; the gentle-
men have, no doubt, ’ere this maturely and patiently
confidered cur interior and exterior relation, and muft
of courfe fee the necefiity ¢f roufiug the {flzepy fons
of war, and difplay, before it is too late, a gererous
emulatinn in feouting prejudice and afting manly and
confiftently, I am not difpofed to inquire now into
the merits or afcertain the influencing principles
that will beft animate the exertions or fpublic fer-
vices of the refpeftive candidates; it is encugh
that I referve my own mind open to conviion.
In the mean-time I have the pleafure of knowirg
the minority in congrefs are growing more and
more unpopular, and defervedly too, or awe asana-
tion appear &s o tranfient meteor in the theatre of
the world to buzz and blaze for the moment and expire
fhamefully.—1I truft Mr. Sprigg's good fenfe (as alfo
his friends) will point out to them the neceflity, or
rather the propriety, of abandoning their former pofi-
tion s untenable, there is no crime in‘being of one
mind in January and another in O&ober, when that
change is the refult of found, refle@tion. May Mr.
Sprigg be propelled to fhift his ground, becaufe the
community have fhifted theirs, may he prefer adhering
to 1be majority of the people, tban to the minsrits in con-
grefi, to a new fyftem that will embrace liberal fenti-
ments and the public good, rather than to-the old
which difgraces and ruins us; that fyfiem ‘which can
difcard old animofities and rife fuperior to prcjudicc
would prove now a glorious triumph worthy an a&tive,
a generous and independent mind, the lover of his
country and of truth. ‘

I conclude with a hope the author of the, addrefs,

and the refpe@table friends he alludes to, may prove o

as eminently confpicuous in difearding national pre-
judice as_the good old general they admire, tnd be
liké him promp} o windicate the American name and
cbaraBer. Behold your country’s honour bleeds st
everj pore, and the ‘yoice of reafon cries aloud to
arms, and révenge your country’s wrongs. :
ST 7 7 VA TRUE_ WHIG of 1798,

L0 N D'O°N, Jyzo. ..
AHOUGH the Irifh rebels expet the affitance
" of France, we arc infyrmed that they only re.
quife fuch a force as iniy be necéffary t6 put them in
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