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LW" from Mr._Pickering, fecretary of flate, to the in this inflance ¢ palpalfty attempted to make ground- "y

chevalier de Yrujo, envoy extraordinary and mini-
fler plenipotentiary of his catholic majelly to the
__ United States of America.
(Cnnliud Sfrom ouwr lafi.]
DEPARTMENT OF STATE.
Philadelphiz, Auguit 8th, 1797.
2 N this, as well as cn anotber occafion,
& you hwve thought fit to upbraid me
.. with thewing to the Britith minifter a
-t~ degree of candour and confidence
Fy & which you infinuate he does not de-
?o_lr-_i,.o;;‘: ferye, and which; you {eem to think,
hev

T o
A’

¢ withneld from you. Yet, Sir, all the declara-
tions made to me by that m.iuiﬁtr, verbally anain
writing, touching the peints in controverly between
you and me, have been verified. As.l have already
fid, you declared to me that you had juft reafons for
fu|'p¢ﬂing that an cxpcdmon was preparing on the
Jikes by the Englifh, in order to attack Upper Louifi-
g2, ‘The Britifh minifter, in the firlt inftance,
sffured me that he had no knowledge of it—and his
{sbtequent inquiries enabled him further to affure me,
that no fuch expedition had beep cr wasintended by
the Britith government. And I have in another place
offered other reafons which confirm the truth of thele
gJorances.- Yet you tell me that the affurance given
me by the Britifh-minilter, Put acitheat an; figmature,
did not infpire the fervants of his Cathoiic majeity
with the fame blind confidence which it produced in me.
I thall take no other notice of this remark, than to put
you right in point of fatt. The note of the Brinth
minifter containing the affurance to which you
reler, is et ¢ without 2 fignature.,”  This (like
cther official notes from that minifier) has his figna-
ture—dis name writlen cwith Lis own kand—at the head
of it.

You declared to me  that you knew to 2 certainty
that the Englith had made propefitions to general
Clarke, of Georgia, in order to avay themfelves of his
influence in that flate, together with fome other per-
{cns, for making a diverfion, or ferious attack agamnit
Fiorida.” The Britifh miritter informed me, that al-
though he knew ucthing of general Clarke or his ex-
pedition from Georgra, & propofition had bzen mas¢

tohim (the Britith miaifler) for an expedition againit —the Indians,

the Floridas ; but that he told the projetor that he had
no power to autharife it; and befides, that there were
smong other objedions to the plan, two of great
weight—one that the Indians were to be employsd—
the ather, that it would violate the neutral rights of
the Unlted States. The- Britith minitier has fince
thewn me an original Tetter from lord Grenville, dat:d
the Bth of laft April, in which he inferms the minifter,
that if there were Do other objeflions to the plan, the
two mentioned by him, viz. that it could not be exe-
cuted without employing the Indians—and without
violating the sights of the United States, would be

, fufficient to induce the Britith government to rejedt it.
This proves, Sir, that Mr. Lifton’s declarations
on this point were not  vague and unauxl\c?nc,”.a)
you pronounce them, but in friet couformity with
trath, ’

As to'gencral Clarke of Geergia, the Britith caini-
fler declared he had never heard of him; and the ex-
ta@ of the letter from Mr. Jackfcn, the ciftri€t at-
torney of Georgia, refpelirg general Clarke ard any
expedition forming there, in behalf -of the Englifp-
ag2intt the Floridas, will incline every candid inquirer
at leatt to doubt, whether fuch a projeé has ever been
Empaftd to him. We fhall afterwards fee that Mr.

lount’s plot doés* not appear to have any connesion
with an expedition under general Clarke.

‘Thus you fee, Sir,.that L.have not blindly placed 2
confidence in the Britifh minifter : for aught that has
yet appeased, he was entitled to the credit he has re-
ceived, -~ L .

I return to your letter. = You mention your commu-
nications 1o the Barcn, de'Carondelet.refpefling the in-
tended cxpedition ‘from Canada: from that moment,
you fay, im'pcriﬁix’i neceflity, and the great prtnéiplc of
felf-defence, made his. Catholic msjefly’s officers turn
!heﬁ,(hou\'z},‘g; ﬁfg"p'ﬁjédl‘ of a more urgent nature than
running ‘the bo nd'w_l'i'hq. _And here you intoduce
 Mr, Blounds ?&i’cg and the late d‘et'eﬂe.d'mqunlcx.,
as gvincing “hoye Jar their condult in. this refpect was
beceffary.® 118 ?@‘Pﬂd:zm. "Slr, tHat you Q},O'\{ld at-
tempt to make{t b4 helleved that” Mr. Blount's fetter
lndhthg late detEfTed todiptricy, hid oy c;:en:::::;
with the.espedition, you | WS pre
on the ﬁke:?;“f“C‘g‘ﬁggh'?g&&"(‘fggﬁom’ﬁml. Al
;m is yet_agifpdﬂgm_ \6h Mr. Blou::‘: p{.f’"?d birntg::
fpiracy, prosemt siGsy have:been formed 3

" of thecfigreazfamiBrofythe i wrr Okiv; and that it:was
deflined sgsinf) the Flozidaf, and perhaps Lower Lou-
ifiana. _ I thérefore [Eehuigfelf, faz this aod ober'sea-
Lbilp bifore exhibited, A3} dairanted in confidesing :ihe
‘ﬂf?t&ed suada.expeditiogyemong; the pretests for &:-
aying to evicuate the Poﬁi, ‘snd to run the l?o!’nh 4
line; and confequently thaf yourcharger thist Dhave

.

W

i L have fully sfcertained this fa&t,-and de

lefs and unfair impreffions on the public mind,” is

tlike unfounded and unbecoming your public charac-
ter to fuggeft. -

£ Nor do your ill-founded infinuations ftop here : fen-
timents and expreffions {ill more violent, flow from
that fame hafty pen.” This paffage is in perfeét cor-
refpondence—with the general firain of your letter.
Whether your charge is corre@ly made, is now to te
examined.

. I am ready to confels that my report thus ftigma-
tized was, from the prefiure of bufinefs, written in
hafte: but a revifion of it fatisfies me, neverthelefs,
that itis not inaccurate in its fRatements,

You quote the paffage in my repert which has called
forth this repreach ; itis in thefe words : ¢ That there
is but too much reafun to believe Mr, Ellicott’s fufpi-
cions well founded, that an undue influence has been
exerciled over the Indians by the cfiicers of his Catho-
lic majefty, to prepare them for a rupture with the
United States.”  And then you fay that I mention the
fource of thefe *¢ dreadful conjetures” to be, a pri-
vate letter from Mr. Sargent, fecretary of the North
Weftern Territory. Here you are extremely incor-
re€t; asufual when you undertake to recite my con-
ciufions, and the fafts and circumftances up'n which
they are formed. It is from ¢ a view of the wholes
correlpondence” referred to in my reports of the ioth
of june and 3d of July—On theintelligence received
by the fecretary of war—and the private letter from
colonel Sargent, that I drew the conclufion you have
quoted.

M. Ellicott formed his fufpicions on the {pot, frem
what was paffing before him ; and he is not a carelefs
or undifcerning obferver,

General Wilkin{on fays—¢* Letters from all quarters
anncunce the difcontents and menacing alpeét of the
favages; two white men have been recently murdersd
on the Ohia below the Cumberland ; and the favages
beyond the Miflifippi, and thofe wha palt Maflac,
make no hefitation to avow their purpofe for war.”
And then he refers to a letter from colonel Hamtramck,
who commands, the United States’ troops at Detroit,
in which the colonel fays—¢ I am pretty fure that
both the French and Spaniards have em{ffaries among
I have it from indubitable autkority, that
& large e/t [by which is meant s fpeech] from the
Sganiards is now travelling through the differsnt na-
tions ;® meaning the nations within the territories of
the United States. )

Colonel Sargent, writes, it is true, 2 private letter ;
but it is to & public officer ; and his fituation as fecre-
tary and governor for the time, of the North Weftern
Territory, would render it his duty to-be vigilant for
its {afety ; and his chara@ler vouches for the accuracy
of his information ; and you do not quefiion the truth
of any part of his ftatement. . .

After mentioning that the Spaniards were reinforcing
their upper pofs on the MifGEppi, that upwards of
three hundred men had arrived st St. Lauis, nnql were
erefling formidable works, he adds, = It likev.n(e. ap-
pears, through various channels, that they are invitiig
a great number of Indians of the territory {meaning
of the United States, north-weit of the Ohio} to crofd
the Mififippi: And for this exprels purpofe, Mr,
Loramie, -an officer .in the pay of the.crown; mld-e P
tour.through all this country Jaft falls fince whicl
time feveral Indians have been {eat on.the fame errand;
and generally fusnifhed with: pleaty of cah to defray
their expences,—A large putyrof Delawares paffed
down White River..about thie 6th of May, on their
way to thé Spanith fide, bearing the ‘naticnal flag of
Spain, feat them frein St Lowislt .. .. .

Licutenant Pope,.in_ his-letter fof May gth, to ‘the
fecretary of war, hys,:"d,‘ThIet:ghlvu.bétmf:vml at-

*.t0.draw on the -Indians upon my .troops :

tempts made't pon {ed.nf}:;:
overnor to have a principal aétor immedistely brought
go puniﬂmient,-af-fgntou'l'of the tountry. 'H't"lfubc.cn
fent for, and is now on bozrd one.of the g:llu.:s; ?vhxch
is now about defcending the rivtn’?»And;ts{r,.af you
inquire, you will find that this * principal-2&dr” (Ra-
pelje by name) was one of governor Gayofo’s agents»

-Thefe, - Gir, are. the groumds on which I expréfled
the opinion, that there was but too much reafon to be-
lieve :Mr. Ellicotty fulpicions well {oc't_tded..-thtt the
oficers of Spain had-exercifed 3 unductinfinence over
the-:Indians, .to -prepase them Jor »*rupturt with the
United:States,g+ 17 -1 10 homogasude e o
.. This detail, 8ir,. Rrikiogly (fhows! how Jittlexyou
vhlva underflond, and howﬁ@ﬁx‘?{:‘:ﬂxgﬁ;
fentdd: mprdafoping; 00 is b leave your
rcconcil.:,your ?:;egéﬁom‘em the, sBmiﬂr-qm_ﬂ:r ad
this:nation) forstheim inhumw;tfnmtuip!@rt_n; th¥ In-
idians muthetcAmepican war, ity quultﬁqﬂqn'of
stheSpanifitoficerit this dm;un&d;gg:d&gpﬂpf
_the:Jodiansiin syour war mhhﬂh!eﬁun.mav!!,t'l‘h:
-Bpaniards: (you ‘l‘},alﬂ'ﬁ fonifed S:.&mc:zzb‘%f
shemfeloasiaf AR PIURANGIORLREFENCE ¥
au’:{r; afferded " meaning by the ingchiod expreflion

po " Y.

tvery means of defince awkich the country afforded, the
employing of the Indians. e -

You are pleafed next to charge me, in yo;xr cufto-

mary ftyle, with ¢ falling into the moft glaring incons

~-—In-your-next—paragraph-you—thus—addrels_me— ffency.” becaule 1 remark that although ** it may be

difficult to f3y whether this plan of exciting the Indi-
ang to dire€t hoftitities again®t the United States, has
been contemplaicd and promoted by any of our own
citizens ; yet it is certain that one or“more of thofe
citizens have propofed and taken meafures to detach the
Touthern Indians from the intereits of the United States,
and to deftroy the influence of the public agents over
thofe nations, and thus to defeat the grear objeéts of
their leoint'mem; the chief of which is to preterve
ace.

Havidg duoted this paflage from my report, you sk
¥ How is it poflible to recercile fuch evident contras”
diftions ? On the one hand the Spanifh officers aré
thofe who excite the fourhern Incians againft the
United States, and on the other you quickly follow
prefuming, with fufficient foundation in my opinion,
that it may be fome citizens of the United States.”
Allow me, Sir, to afk in my turn, how it was poffible
for you not to fee that here there is no contradiétion ?
Is it not very poffible that the Spanifh officers might
be courting the Chickafaws, who live above the
Natchez, with large prefents, and be prepating the
Choftaws, who dwell aleng the Natchez diftritt, and
the Delawares, Shawanefe, Miamis, and cther tribes
diwelling in the territory north weft of the Ohio, fof
war againlt the United States; while Mr. Blount and
his agents were detaching the fcuthern tiibes of Che-
rokees and Creeks from the interel's of the United
States, and eventually to aid the B.Gith in an enterprife
againft the Fleridas > The Cherckees and Crecks, you
might have feen, were the only Indian nations menti-
oned in governor Blount's letter, And is not very pof-
fible, if thefe two nations fheuld thus be led to war
againf the Spanifh pofleflicns, that they might not be
excited to Zire2 hottilities againft the United States?
And, therefore, that although Mr. Blount night con-
template the former, he might abltain frem the latter?
And is not then my cautious manner of {peaking of
this latter; perfetly correél?

I am happy to atrive at your lalt obfervation. . And
1 with it was not, like the reft; exceptionatle and in-
correft, 'Thefe are your words=—* Relpefling the laft
article of yeour report, I have only to-obferve, thatal-
though you have conftantly affured me that government
had not the leaflt information refpeting the fubjett of
my reprefentationt, and although the letter of Mr.
Jackfon, of Georgia, appears to coincide with yous
ideas, neverthelefs time has fhéwn that I have com-
plied with my duty by not repofing on fuch affurinces.
The plot is difcovered, and nobody any longer doubts
the expedition was to have taken place.”

"The expreflign that * yo complied with your duty
in not rcpoﬁnl on fuch affurances,” may msan that
you thought the affurances deceitful, and, therefore,
not meriting belicf. Perhaps ycu did not intend this,
Perhaps you™meant no more than that the government
had been * remifs® in its duty in not purfuing with
eagernefs the trains of your various fufpicions. But1
-muft fhew you that here {as it all otherinftances) your
criminations are void of foundition, in elther point of
view. '

The laft artitle of the report rélpefls general Clarke
of Geotgit, to whom you taid ¢ you kiiew of a cers
tainty that the Englith had made propofitions in order
do avail themfelves of his influerice in that flate, wi?
fome other perfons. for making a°diverfion or feriots
dtratk againit Florida;” and’ you add thit ** you do

b

not déubt that in confeqience of your informatiop, the

execuitive government will take jiie proper feps that
‘Geergia -H’g -fhouid not infringe lhep lqv_I:s ofe":n_éqtrs_alf' e
Here you conifihe your requefi 1o Céorgis, thie fH
might not infringe the laws of neqmllrs i snd’my'Ted.
‘ter to “Charles Juckfon'Blquire; the diftrid stios
‘of that' fate, fhews ‘that'thie gifitmﬁneﬁt took prdm
‘fealures to deféat the pibjett bf ‘gemeral C]ixr_e and
‘his aflociates, i¥fuck’s piro'jc&‘.txme'd. ‘1 foppole
noné did-exift ¢ TYou *fcknowled

‘from- M. Jackfon cqincides'whh 'ngi&u “ Your
« certain knowlédge™ of an-liitdnded “expedition’ in
favour' of the Englifhi* from 'Get ‘g'l_ilgain(t Flotids,
undér general” Clarke, “you hdvd “rever fupportéd
by & thadow of evidence:™ If*y&h poffefled anvevi-
‘dence of the fa&, it would"be"eily to produce ip.
“What jou ‘¢all your ¢ certain "know'edge” couldrelt
ofly'oh ihlormation, ' of’ the tétimonv of ctliers,
which might be as falfe or a3 vague and incondlo.
five, as the infoii itﬁﬂ'aBég,t'LhE, éanqpalcxocdinav :
which I-hope’*I*have proved, to vrbr conviéhe:.
.gigver torhsveséxifted, even in idea:” Yerven ceclired
110 1 thatiyon had -t juft reafors {0t tutpecting thne
.cxpeditlan swas ‘preparing cnthestakes:  snd henzs
~how canal, avuld: conclu ling, “thatigrer «tceerinin
«knowledge?: in one-cafejinhibody auralgun - daunt”
.in the wother; . were Lomithide leasduganier L onvounda.
ofioho Fiattas 1z Va0 o M tesud 0 i
id 3§ :fT0 BRI CORCEUDTD ¥ ot u v e
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that the letter’
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