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ition, and every (oring to afliom, is clogged, emulas ber l=fs than a majurity can give the exiftence of a law, longer, feem réjf:..rl;ed to ufe the greateft e
ticn dies away, and the mind fhrinks back in itsown 0 any mealure, no number |zl than a iuajority can the town immediately.. . = -
Larrennels in the contempiation of gain. . ' deftroy the fame, confequently no minority can, either For this purpofe, they on Satarday laft b
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The conititution and Jaws of this country admit of . ia an agzregate or \reprefeuntative capacity, upon any from *‘Bmgu_ 38 brals '24",Pound¢n, and begag if-_

no tuch exception. Her civil and religioas licerty are
founded on a broader bafis and liberal fcale. - She
knows nd rank, order or diftin€tion. She poiots out
no r3ad to preferment but through the avenue of merit;
and as loug as her favoured children rerailn obedicnt
to her falutarv laws, they fhall have no falid groand
to> apprehend fach contzinplated grievances, As to
popularity, itis at moit bat a bubble, ahd unworiuy
the at:ention of a thinking mind; It is ia' this, &3 In

hd

moft cccalions, without jult greund eor foundation.

Popularity, that noted daughzer of fame ®, widhout fa=

bility, firmnefs or flrength, than whom no fiznd more;-in the continuance of a law both grievous and opprei-

#

fwiit; by exsrting her agility fhe grows more aldive,
and acqaire; ftrength in her progrefive mivtion, and
as cbftinately -beat on fallfehood and iniquity as re-
porting of trath. ~Whether you take the exciizs law
in a condlitutional, in a political,’ or in an equitabie
view, it is irreproachable; but Jet us fuppole it was
defefive in either or all, does the conilitution maie
no provifion for its redrefs ? Do th: meatures adopted
exculpate -the infurgents? Could the contemplated
caule of complaint juilify the violence of their con-
duft? Or can the ends fanétify the means? By no

- means. The words-of Vatte! on this head are, ¢ if

any nation is diflatisfied with the public adminiftra-
tion, it may reduce and reform the government.”
But here is meant at lealt the majority of the nation,
and no minority of malecontents fhall cauie difturbance
to the government, if they do, it muit be at their
peril ; and to attack the laws and government is a c2-
pital crims againit fociety. Sad experieace has thewn
infurreétions to be the bane of ancient republics; by

1t the rational faculties arz (ufpended, the piflions ars

_ ,..&'.;_1 with blind madnefs and enthufialn, and by i

the mind, liké a raging torrent, becomes ungovern.
able,‘and huarried into the moft vislent excefies. The
melancholy efefls of an infurreftion are general and

confined to men of no order or denominatiun ; by it.

tue fpirit of indufiry is damped, the finews of com-
merce relaxed, the fpring to enterprife clogged, and
the inergetic powers of government weakencds In
viewing thafz melancholy confequences, what man,
in cool deliberation, cin centempizte itand not be
2larmed ? What man can ccuntenance it and call him-
feif a virtuous citizen ? What man can promote it but
the aff2fin of his country ? But once eftablifh it as a
principle, that a fe + malecontents, too many of which
are in every governmeni, under an imprefiion that a
Jaw was grievous, were jultified to refiit it by the al-
fumption of arins, and adieu to all fecurity of private
property. Once ¢tablifh it as a principle, that govern-
ment are to be influenced o7 & armis, and adieu to all
ftabilitv in admintitration. Once eftablith it as a
mincipie, that a minority of any kind can counteract
the meafures of 2 majority, and adieu to all liberty—
In fuch a fituation, how ruinous the confeguernces,
how infecurs the government, how wretched. the

country=—Such a doftrine would leaye the ftability of

zavernment to the caprice of a few, f{ufler every man

to judge in his own caufe, and deitroy every vital
principle of government.

iNo doubt but all men fhould be jealous of their
rights, and when altually invaded, are juftified in
maxging ule of every laudable efrort in oppofition to
the invaders; but nothing lefs than the cleareft proof
of the invafion will juftily this opp»fition, fubjett to
the direftion of the conftitution. Not the caprice of
a few, nit the opinion of a minority, nor .the un-
founded allegations of licentious anarchiits, can im-
peach the purity of government, or {anétion this op-
pefition. ” Men in the difcharge of fo facred and im-
portant a truit as the liberties and properties of their
fellow-.citizens, are fupported upron a more firm bafis.
Men chofen to waich our immunities and unalienable
rights, juitly claim a more exalted tribunal. Men
delegated to guard ard protet the commonwealth, are
entitled to a more firm ground than the flim{y current
of popularopinion. It is true the people are the phy-
fical ttrength of every government; all power is me-
diately or immediately derived from them, and are
juftified in guarding it from the éncroachments of go-
vernment, But how? Is it by a few individuals
raifing the people to fedition and infurreétion? Is it
by the rage of enthufialm? Is it in the blind chaos of
licentious anarchy and confufion? Is it in the deftruc.-
tion of all law and political order, and, like our un-
civilized anceftors in the infancy of civil {ociety, de-
termine all common affairs in {cenes of rage, fury and
violence? Such meafures as thefe would be truly pre-
pofterous, and {o far from fecuring the rights of a free
and independent people, they ftrike at the root of all
government; they are not only unfounded in reafon,
ruinous to the peace and order of fociety, but fubver-
five of all rational liberty. The affairs of a nation
are of too much importance to be tampered with, the
commonwealth too facred to be infulted, and the lives
and properties too dear to be fported with by any fuch
unbounded excefles. Who then are to judge of our
common affairs? The people at large, fubjeét to the
conftitution in a reprefentative cdpacity. Each quef-

tion being coolly and difpaffionately canvaffed and de-

‘termined by a majority, by men delegated from

amongft and by ourfelves, by men who are preflumed
to know our real interelt, and with a fufficient degree
of zeal to fupport them. ,

Should any real grievance exift, either from abufe
or negle€, our coanftitution not only gives a fufficient
remedy, but points out in what managr it is to be ap-
plied. It is a leading ptinciple in pSlitical difcuffions,
that a2 majority will decide each queftion, and no num-

* Fama majum quo mon aliud welocius ullum, i

Mobilivate wiget wirifgue acquirit twndows '~

conftitutional ground, create 2 law, or deltroy one al-

ready created. If any part of the people think them-
{elves opprefled by the operation of a partal law, they
may -petition for a repeal of the fame; if their repre-
{zntatives abufe their truft, they may have tlitm fuper-
fed=d in every two years, If [ufficient reafon is fhewn
for the repeal of a law, the prefumption is, inuch
ftronger that due attention will be paid to their prayer, -
and the caufe of complaint removed, than that a ma-

- josity of our government can be either {o corrupted or..

tafed as to proftitute all virtue, principle and horour,

five. What man of candour, who can take an in-
rtial view of all thefe confiderations, and not ice
that the grievance of excife law muft exift in name,

and not in faét? Who will deny that it can have#ny -

exiltence, ualefs in the imaginaticn of the unthinking,
the licentious or depraved? Who can take a view of
the flate of government at the time this law was pait,
her refources, her expenditures, her impoils, her fitu-
atiar at home and abroad, and impeach her congrefs
for the adoption of meafures abfolutely required by
expediency, unqueftionably juftifed by equity and
rolicy, and folemnly fanétified by the laws and confti-
tution? and there 15 no doubt when -thete caufes,
which required the adoption of the excile law, will
ceafe, bur the effeéls w:!. alfo, and that coolnefls in
deliberation, virtue and wifdom, which charaéterifed
our government hitherto, will remove this complaint
when it is expedient, and for the public good. |

Before [ drop my pen, permit. me to'annex a’ word
more.  Let us revere the laws and government; let us
not liften to thofe kind of admoniticns which aliernate
our minds from government; let us cultivate unani-
mity ana philanthropy amongft ourfelves; let us avoid
diicord +, tation and licentioufnefs, which have been

‘the bane of ancient commonwealths; let us revere

{tatefmen and patriois, whofe time is dzvoted to the
improvement of their coantry ; let us praétice indultry,
frugality, temperance, moderation,. and other repub-
lican virtues ; but above il, Izt us revere relipten, and
refoeét her faich:ul followers., Let us remember that
there can be no political happinels without liberty,
that there can bz no liberty without morality, and
that there can be no morality without religion ; and
may the Almighty Ruler of the univerle, who has
raifed you and me to independence, continus to be-
{tow his hieflings upon us, and augment our ielicity in
a progreflive degree of human happinefs.

A FRIEND 1o GOVERNMENT.

t+ Nam concordia parve crefcunt,
Difcordia maximae delabuntur—

From Tne LOWER ELBE, Auguf g.

T 1is generally underftood, that the money which,

as a part of a [ubfidy intended for Berlin, has been

on board an Englith frigate for fome days, was on

Wednefday laft tran{mitted into the hands of the Pruf-
fian conful. |

BRUSSEWLS, Auuf 12.

Laurent, the French reprefentative with the army
of the North, has impofed a contribution upon this
town of five millions of fpecie; but 1t i to be paid
only by the nobles, the ecclefiaftics, the religious
houfes, and the privileged orders of this town and its
bailiwicks. This contribution has not yet been paid,
as the higher orders have quitted th& country, but
hoftages have been taken from amongit the magiftrates,
and fent into France. Louvain is to pay two millions,
800,000 livres, ten thoufand pair of boots, and an
indefinite quantity of beer. =
-~ Malines is to pay a mil'ion and a half, 10,000 hats,
and 10,000 pair of breechos. *

Antwerp 1s to pay ten millions, and all the reve-
nucs of the country are to be fent to France.

The prince of Cobourg’s army ftill remains at Fou- -

ron-le-Compte, and he is determined to defend the
Macle.

On the 4th inftant, he had a fkirmith with the
French, which he obliged to fall back to Tongres,
with the lofs of eighty killed and ninety prifoners.

On the fide of Holland the enemy have made no
adavances, and the Englifh army remains in its foriner
fituation. |

On the 7th, the French were fuccefsful at Yeffer’>
dike; they routed the poft of the allies there, and took
all their baggage. The remainder efcaped to Axel,
where they are now in garrifon. |

On the 2d, early in the morning, the French at-
tacked and carried by affault Fort Ifabella, half a league

from Fort Phillipine, in Dutch Flandérs. Sluys gill
holds out. -

¥
1

FLUSHING, Augufl 15.

By a gentleman; on whofe veracity we may rely,
and who left Bruges on Monday laft, we are informed,
that th¢ French army in Cadfand and before Sluys,
amounts to 27,000 men, all well cloathed, and moft
plentitully provided with every article; but, notwith-

{tanding thefe advantages, nearly one half of them are
fick and unfit for fervice.

‘The hofpitals at Ghent, Bruges, and Oftend, con.

tain godo men, who were all well and in good health
before the commencement of the ficge.

Saturday, Auguft 16.
The dilorder is epidemical in the armyg, and is a

:riir_lelcm puwrid dyfentery, and carries off great numbers
aily. '

The French generals, fenfible of the havock it will |

make in their armies, if the ficge continues' mpch * wp.
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{ame evening to puth on the'fecodd parallel, =~ ¥

This formidable ordnance began playidy & d
town on Wednefday night, and ttiil continne;
town, however, holds out; ‘and the brave cmﬁ& 3 v
general Vaw der Duyn, and the handiul of meq
conipofes the garrifon, fkem dcterminéd o ..a.
to the lat extremity, ‘ R

’ | Sunday, Aosul ('
Some few days ago the' Carma tmlsy wep a 7' h
ly enfnared. General Van der ng.yn, im o,

~ordered a large quantity of faggotsand other firagest
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town, not far from the warchoufes and mapzsin
which he fet fire to; at the fame time !:::pi:;g ,‘,5"
brifk cannonade from the ramparts. et

At nine in the eveoing, the whole rhorizon'rem}d
in a blaze, and the fire from the town [ackepip, §
every one imagined ‘it was in flames, and lo(,kedu‘:;
its fall as ingvitable. ' During the night, the ﬁl‘ui-
intervals feemed to burn with lels vehemence, . and-p
was entirely- extinguifhed, The French kep 02
heavy fire ail night, and towards morning fired engip,
ly with red hot“fhot; and threw bombs and fhells inly
the town from every fide.

As day-light approached, the commandant ordeny
two more fires to be lighted, the gates opened, g
the draw-bridges let down ; ceafing, at the fame tige
to fire from the ramparts. :

The French on this advanced in‘great namber g
take peil:tlion of the town, before it thould be re.
duced to a heap of afhes; and in a moil conlufed g4
diforderly manner, croffed the inunddiions where the
water was fordable. _ -
' When they had advanced as near as the commandint
wilhed them to come, they were, to their unfpeakable
aftonifhment, f{aluted with a fhower of grape.fiot
from all the guns on the ramparts, and galled in the
fevereit manner during their. retreat, They loft o
this occafiun near 1300 men, who were enther killed:
or drowned ; and ncar 300 wounded were next mon.
ing broup bt ioto Bruges.,

Tae Fredvirdid net fire a fingle fhot during the
three following days, and now procced with he
greateit circuaninection; being pretty well convineed
they will not obtain Sluys 1o ealy as they odtained
Proda laft year, '

to be heaped together in three different pary; of 4

-

w I. O N D ON, “Adugaff 7. -
, Leiters received yeflerday from Holland, mention,
thdt M. Fagel, the gretlicr, or fecretary to the Sraw
General, after paying a vifit to the prince of Cobourg,
had paffed into Bruffels, for the purpofe of negotiating
a very particular piece of buflipeis with the French m.
tional commiflioners at that'place; that the commifi.
oners told bin the bufinels was cof fuch magnitude
greatly to excced rtheir powers, thersfore, all they,
cculd do, was to grant him a fafe pafiport to Pans;
and that Mr, Fagel has, ia confequence, proceeded
that capital to negotiate with the ruling powers of
France. {Star.]

That there is fome foundation for the itatement
‘given in thele letters, there can be little realon to
aoubt ; we pretend not, however, even to guefs what
can be the nature of ths intended negotiation—time
will tell that. We cannot imagine that the Dutch
will prefer a_feparate peace to the proteiion of fucha
glorious ‘and fuccefsful war as they are at prefent en-
paged in, even when we recollet how fpeedily they
manned the fleet, which fought the Britith off the
Dogger-Bank, though in many months they have not
been able to equip their fhips againft the French.

Aug. 22. The mode of recruiting, or rather kidnap-
ping, now pradifed in,various parts of the metropols,
calls moft particularly for e interventicn of the civil
power. " % '

On Friday a young wnan, who had been taien int0
a houfe in Johnfon’s-court, Charing crofs, and con-
fired, threw himfelf with his hands tied behind him,
from the upper part of the houfe, and was dafhed to ;
pieces on the pavement. A mob aflembled, and, ﬁﬂd‘
ing the doors of the houfe fhut, was with great diffi
culty prevented from pulling down the premifes, i
order to do fummary jultice on the_aathors of ths
fhocking fcene. | |

A magiitrate at length: arrived, the doors wer
opened, and" nobody -was found in the houfe, but
old woman, the crimp and. bis-affociates having made
their efcape, to commence the fame bufincis in fome
other neighbourhood., . . - _

Soon after dark the mob aflfembled again, an@ ob-
ferving a man get out on-the roof of the houle, infift-
ed on fearching foihe of the adjoining houlcs, ";_
which they fufpeéted he had heen allowed to conc®
himfelf. Fire-arms were difcharged from the Wi
dows of one of thefe houfes. A party of IPC '_‘f;"
guards was feat for, ‘and paraded the firects all m?l :I
The concanrfe of péople were not entiseiy difperfe
twelve o'clock. +

The mob again affembled 'on Saturday and yelle"
day, but were not particularly riotous. ek i

The unfortunate man is faid to have been a cied "
the excife office, to liave been decoyed 1nto the ho¥ ;' :
when in liquor, by a woman, robbed, and puti¥
the hands of the crimps. . <

In addition to the abave account, we haves 0 ﬁ-’
\hat from marks ia the fhirt of this unfortunate Y""h.:
man, for a {hirt was the only garment Jeft hl?i)ﬂ -
name 18 fonnif; ) have been-W. Howe. e ha
aeviouﬂy,h,q‘,
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e o letter from an
.E;traﬁ i La{;!as:, 20¢
« It is impofiible to {ay v
bat, from what I can judge
saclined to be friendly, an
America ; as fuch, no doubt
Ffom what I have leen, be
and here, I am of opinion t
by no means likety to be ¢
appear fo determined, that I
~continues feven yecars, Or €V€
0é. 16. The following ¥
dum of captain Filzgam;k.
contains all the intelligence
of his failing frem Amfterds
 The prince of Cobour;
tween Liege and Treves, w
the latter, or oppule the pre
The duke of York, with the
Actwerp and Breda, and the
in different bodies to Bois |
op-Zoom.  ‘T'he French v
had taken the forts of - Philij
by which they have rendere
try ufelels. A Dutch o
Hague, bropght an account
‘were provided with all forss
that the number of men was
great dafence.  This officer
forcement of men, which
general, Van der Duyn, w
the place.~"The French, v
of the inhabitants of Liege,
that city, but general Latou
hill of Chartreuie, which «
afier which there was an
French and the Auftrian ge
2 confiderable number of
fought between Liege, M:
the French were forcegsbac!
fter fome attempts o M
army to leave that poll, an
which they took without
The Jofs of this place obl
and the Pruffian general M
body of their troops to det
try of Juiiars and Berg.—
of Auftrian Latour, who r
ciennes, informed that this
were well fupplied. The
two towns was open. 1h:
frequent eXcurfions to Mot
the French, which occafic
noy, near Valenciennes,
under general Jourdan,
French army, it is faid,
The different’ towns they

ms as contri
ll | g*r& in {pe
a5 the combipe® armiecs w

meet the Frenchyw—Six |
inthe North Sez, which
three frigates to moor i‘:j
Texel, to proteét'the
The mate of the'ba
hence a few. days agop'l
Oftober 13, fays,
* Off the high Jands
mislortune of meeting wi
Whu prgﬂ* l Olll: h-anda
_thc mercy the fca, |
Informatihy of the Fren
at Ph‘i!adc?phia, wpon w
Of [}‘]e‘ 74_’3* to cruife off
Coming out.”
Extras of a letter from §
“ We marched from (
here yelterday at noon.
confifts of ‘the three Phil
and Taylor's corps, with
about oo Jerfey” troops
lion, * We “fhall march i
ffom thence to Fort Pit
lifle: with the alive bran
that the army, would be |
try, to prote&® the innoc
S0.we are. informed.”

E-gtraﬂ t_f a letter Jrom
Jriend i Plilade




