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* to the o propdfed ; it is reférring natters of j
determinition to a ' chancelldrate unknown to the con-

_ icial A condition in the a&t of ceffion, relative. to the
von- + emancipation of flaves, that congrefs thould not (a5 in
the aét for the governmient of the Weftern Territory).
provide for their freedom, occafioned fome debate, an
amendment was propofed and debated, but not.adopted.
The committee ,rqfdrtcd the bill with the above a-
mendmeiit only, which was agreed to by the houfe.
Mr. Gilman, of the committee of enrolment, in-
formed the houfe that the a jation and naturaliza-
tion bills were prefented to the prefident of the Usdited
States, for his approbation, the 25th inftant.
| ...~ Adjourried to Monday. . -

- Proceedings of* Congrefs. .

HOUSE or REPRESENTATIVES
R OF THE

UNITED STATES.

_ Wzbunm;r, March 24.

UNDRY petitions were read, s#hd
W laid on the table. |

The fecretary for the department
S of war laid before the houlg, f“m
reports on memorials and "Petitions
from officers of the late army, which

' had been referred to him . #8g ~
Honourable J. B. Afthe, member frofh tie ftate of
orth-Carglina, appeared, was qualifivd, and took his

ftirution. - He withed therefore that the bill miight be
lic on the table, never mage to be taken up: -

ittée of conference is appointed, he Hhad no

§ould be the iffue of the bufinefs. . =
‘On the queftion being taken, the amendment of the

{enate was difagreed to. . ' . i
ommittee of configrence was, then appointed,
confilfing of Mr. Ames, Mr. Huntington and Mr.

Jackfon. |
. Mr. Sedgwick moved that a committee be appointed

to confider mad report what provifion fhall be made
for the fupport of the officers of the fupreme judicial

court. ;
'The motion was ordered laid on the table.

Mr. Lee moved for leave 0 bring in a bill further

. The committee of the whole houfe, to whom' was
referred the report of the committee on the memorial
of the people called quakers, and of the Pennfylvania
and New-York focieties for promoting the abolition of

t this day.

he houfe receded from their amendment to the

sendment propofed by the fenate to the appropriation
I, and concurred with the fenate.

[

to fufpend the operation of part of the collection and
tunnage laws : The motion was laid on the table.
On motion of Mr. Lawrence, the engrofled bill
making provifion for perfons employed in the inter-
courfe between the United States and foreign nations,

{lavery, agreed to the following, which was entered on
the journals :— Fin R ' 5
. That the miigration or importation of fuch perfons
as any of the ftates now exifting fhall think proper to

-admit,- cannot be prohibited by congrefs prior to't.he

‘The amendment proﬁfedb the fenate®to the bill
pviding for the remiflion of fines, forfeitures and pe-
ties, in certain cafes, was read, and taken into con- |
ration. |
This amendment provides, that judgment on for.
tures 1ncurred in icular cafes above a certdin
n, fhould be ultimately referred to the fecretary of
treafury, the fecretary of ftate, and the attorney-
eral of the United States: With & provilo grant-
full relief in cafes of feizure in future not juitly
pded. , ' -

fr. Smith, (S. C.) ftated fome objettions to this

iIndment. |

fr. Livermore was alfo oppofed to it, as changing
principal of the bill altogether, and introducing an

re new at, very different from that pafled by the
fe. |
dr. Sherman obferved, that it was true the propofi-

of the fenate materially altered thé bill; ftill he
hght it a real amendment : it will lengthen the pro-

s but it will eventually produce ftri¢t juftice, and
d more efeftually to fecure the revenue, and guard
linft impofitions. -

r. Goodhue objeéted to. the propofition, and ob-
ved, that fo far from affording any relief, as con-
aplated in the bill, we fhould be juft as well of with-

any bill at all. He inftanced the cafe of a perfon

year 1808. | _
T'hat congrefs have no authority to interfere in the
emancipation of flaves, or in the treatment of them,
within any of the ftates, it remaining with the feveral
ftates alone t¢ provide any regulation therein which
humanity and true policy may require. ;
That congrefs have authority to reftrain the citizens
of the United States from carrying on the African
trade for the purpofe of fupplying foreigners with flaves,
and of providing by proper regulations for their hu-
mane treatment, during the pafiage of flaves impotted
by the citizens into the faid ftates admitting fuch ime
portation, '

was recommiited to a {elet committees =
: Adjouyned. |

Tuurspay, March 25.

Sundry petitions were read. : ey

Mr. Gilman, of the cogamittee of enrolment, brought
in the bill making appropriaticns for thc'ﬁ}pport of go-
vernment for the year 1790, and the bill for eftablifh-
ing an uniform rule of naturalization, enrolled, which
had been examined by the committee, and found cor-
reét ; the fpeaker th figned the fame. |

A motion was then made that the houfe fhould go
into.a committee of the whole on the bill refpefting
the fouth-weftern frontiers. Some objection was made
to the immediate adnption of the motion, as intereiting
and important intelligence was daily expefted from
governor St. Clair. e == =

The motion being put was carried in the affirmative,
and the galleries were thereupon fhut.

Mowpay, March 2q.
Several bills and petitions were read. | -
'The chairman ffom d committee of the whole on the '
report of the fecretary of the treafury, relative to a
... provifion for the fupport of public credit, reported.
‘ Frioay, Mach 26. _ _ The houfe then agreed to the firft, fecond and third

Mr. Livermore prefented a petition from the inhabl- refolutions, reported by the committee; but a debate
tants of Portimouth, (N. H.)-refpeéting certain dutied” oo place on the fourth, viz. ¢ for afluming the ftate
on tunnage; and allo praying that the diftri€t court  gebts”—and Mr. Carroll moved to re¢ommit the faid |
may be holden in that place only. .. refolution to a committee of the whole houfe; which

In committee of the whole houfe—Mr. Boudinot in  jotion was contefted for a confiderable time and at

the chair. ' : length carried in the affirmative, 29 appearing for the
The bill to prevent the exportation of goods, not potion, and-27 againtt it. -
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o fhould happen to incur, unintentionaliy, a penal-
n the ftate of Georgia, he muft fend to the feat of
ernment to obtain a decifion on his cafe ; meantime,

duly infpefted according to thé laws of the feveral
ftates, avas taken into confideration. |
Mr. Livermore objeéted to the bill, as an unconfi-

The houfe then adjourned.

TUESDAY, March 30. _
The bill for acceépting the ceflion of certain lapds

] m the perifhable nature of his cargo as may happen,
e B property at' all events is facrificed.
2, 1790, . K mdment would not be acceded to,

~ r. Jackfon was oppofed to it on fimilar principles,

E: D, obferved, that he fhould prefer that the judge of

tutional interference on the part of congrefs with the
He hoped the powers of the refpetive ftates. The conftitution, faid

ﬁc, has expre(sly referved to the feveral ftates the power
of making their own infpeétion laws, and the power
of executing them is infeparably ‘connefted : Thofe
laws will doubtlefs be executed without an interference

therein deferibed, made by the itate of North-Carolina,
having been amended by the houle, as fiated in our
laft, and returned to the fenate—the¢ amendment was
concurred in by the fenate, with dn amendment—this
additional amendment was to {trike out the names of
the fenators of orth-Carolina from the prcamble, and

P diftriét court fhould be empowered to give a final
LLO&Q

y this courtly

mination ; he confideréd the judge as competent

he officers of ftate at the feat of government, and
more refponfible fituation. ~..

on our part.

Mr. Smith, (S.C.) obferved, that the objett of the
bill is to make it the duty of the colletors to attend to

was agreed to Djithe houfe. .
The order of the day being called for, the fpeaker
read the fifth refolution of the report of the committee

Mr. Smith, (S. C.) {fpoke largely on the fubjeét, and
'oppofition to the amendment.

Mr. Gerry objeted to the propofition as unconftitu-
nal, as the appointing the heads of departments as
iges in this cale, is to all intents and purpofes efta-
hing a board of commiffioners with judiciary pow-

the execution of the ftate infpe€tion laws, it having
formerly been the duty of the ftate colle€tors: Since
the appointments were made by the United States, the
officers did not conceive themielves bound to” pay parti-
cular attention to thofe laws. -
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of the whole houfe, on the report of the fecrétury of
the treafury.

~Mr. Gerry moved that all the propofitions fubfe-
quent to that for affuming the ftate debt fhould be re-
committed to a committee of the whole—IHe obferved
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; and is an indire& and not very delicate attack on
power of the prefident and the {enate of the United
es.

r. Sedgwick was oppofed to the former part of the
endment, but withed that the latter part might be
)pted. He diffented from Mr. Gerry by obferving,
t he conceived there was propriety in referring mat-
) of this nature to officers already appainted.

Mr. Sherman propofed a commiitee of conlerence.
Mr. Burke was in favour of the muotion.

fr. Lawrence entered into a. general confideration
the fubjeét of fines and forfeitures, * Thefe, he ob-
jed, were originally defigned as guards to the fafe

effetual colle€tion of the revenue; and in this
the¥ ought to be as ncarly inevitable as 1s any

s confiftent with mercy to individuals, and. juftice
e public at large. * The contemplatiop: of a- miti-
on. of thefe fines and forfeitures ought to be ma-

8 with a great deal of circumf(peétion—that fuch

jculties may be thrown #h the way of getting rid of

e forfeitures, as may prevent carelefs and incauti-
violations of t}r law ; he added many more. obfer-

jons; and concluded b faying, that he could wifh
laft part of the propo

the table for %few days.
t

Mir. Huntington faid; he had always been oppofed
the I?li-l?ag abfurd and improper; fr?r if a lawpil:D ne-
JirMin thy prefent cafe to mitigate fines, &c. in-

red for breaches of the revenue law, we fhall a&t

tion fhould be adopted, but
h refpect to the former, he had not fo fully digefted
 fubjeét as to be able at the prefent time, to give his

nion ; he wifthed therefore that the bill might lay

Several other gentlemen fpoke on ‘the (ubjeét, and
the great importance of fuch laws, and their punctual
execution were enlarged on.

The committee finally agreed to fome amendments,
which were adopted by the houfe; and the bill was
ordered to be engrofied for a third reading on Monday
next., ' '

In committee of the whole on the bill for accepting
the ceflion macde by the ftate' of North-Carolina of cer-
tain lands therein defcribed.

In the preamble to the bill, the words ¢ the honour-
able,” were prefixed to the names of the {enators from

North-Carolina. |
~ Mr. Page moved that thofe words fhould be firuck
out. He obferved, that, however hc..ourable the gen-
tlemen might ‘be, and he was ready to acknowledge
they were:truly fo, yet, agreeable*to the ufage of the
houfe; hé econceived there was an impropriety in giving
any titles. He hoped never to fee the time when a le-
gil{ativc fané&ion fhould be glven to fuch diftinétions.
If a-permanent ariftocracy was ever eftablithed among
us, it would be through this medium : Such titles have
been produétive of infinite mifchief in other countries.
They are anti-republican, and as fuch cannot be con-
ferred with any propricty by this houfe. ey
Mr. Sédgwick obferved, that if the honourable ‘gen-
tieman was ‘to acknowledge the fenators from the
ftate of North-Carolina' were truly honourable charac-
ters, he could fee' no mifchief or impropriety in faying
fo; 1t COp‘lFOrtl with the ufage of the feveral ftates:
but he confidered it'sis a matter of trifling confequence,
anJ hoped the committee would not {pend time in al-
tercating the fubjeét. v

that thefe are fo infeparably connected with the tore
going, that thofe who confider the aflumption’ as an
objet of importance, have.aflociated the fubfequent
propofitions with it, and cannot confiftently vote for
the latter, but ip refcrence to the former. "

This mofion occafioned debate. N _

It was oppoféd by Mr. Carroll, Mr. Stone, Mr.
Seney, Mr. Jackfon and Mr. Williamfon; and fup-
ported by Mr. Bland, Mr. Vining, Mr. Lawrence,
Mr. Burke and Mr. Wad{worth, |

The motion being put, it pafied in the afirmative—
31 members voting in favour of 1t. -

The houfe then went into & committee of the whole
—-Mr. Livermore in the chair, J

The propofition for the affumption of the ftate debts
being ‘read, the dcbate om the iubjett was rengwed,
and cefitinucd until near three o’clock, when the com-

geerele, without coming to a decifion.  °

ffage was received from the prefident of the
States by his fecretary, informing the houfe,

that the a& for eftablifhing an uniform rule of natura-
lization, and ‘the a&t making approprrations for the
fervices of government for the year 1790, have received
his approbation and fignature. - s

A meflage was received, from the fenate, informing
the houfe they have paffed the bill for promoyng the
progrefs ‘of u};ful arts, with fundry ameéndments, in
which they requeft the concurrence of the houic.—

Adjourned. *
NEW.BRUNSWICK, March s0. .

,. | AST Sunday captain Hodge, in the floop Jerfey,
ly to Mr. Sedgwick, and R , arrived here from *Statia, by whom weﬁmav’e the
ed in-the affirmative by a following "information, that on the fecond of Mareh,
the inha mﬁttw Mdf;ii;iquc rofc againkt the king's

onfiftently with ourfelves, if we do not pafs laws to
ite punifhments in other cafes. He believed no pa-
t¢l can be produced in any country of laws fimiar

Mr. Page made fome ri
the vote being taken; it
great majority, &ntlithe words were fhruck out.
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