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. That tlmug!ﬁhat letter i emlrély fatlafa&my to the

miind of the fecretury; thag the affair is of a nature to

entitle the peticioner to relief, yet e dqes not confider

it a8 fuch a document, a8 in point of precedent, would

jrﬂlfy the mtcrpaﬁt!bn of the legiflature to grint,)t.
he fccmtary will therefore take meafures for 2

regnlar aut!mﬂtlca.twn of t‘.hc n’ﬁure of the tranfad‘iwm'

and will fabmit the refulr. To thiis there is the fur-
ther inducement, of s belng neceflary to afcertain
?lhmrlhe.pfn .who my be mteu&,ed lﬂ.\tuhc for..
feiture, are difpafed to relinguithigheir right. =~ ©
, howeéver, bégs leave to lvail himfelf

, 10" reprefert to the houfe, that there

finces which hive come uhder his notice,
wonfiderable. forfeitures hidve: béed incurred,
mmxfaﬂl ‘through inadvertentd ahd want of inforsia-

tm!l-h—circﬁmﬁanm which cannot fail to dttend. the fe.

cent lgnndl of laws of fuch & ndtire——and {eem

to indicate the ndcmty m cnnformit to the ufual pe-

c of commer¢inl nations, of vcﬁmg (omé where, a
diferetionary pbwer‘of granting reéliet,

T hat ncceﬁy thdugh peculiarly great, inthe early
ftages of new régulations, does not ceafe to operate
throughout the pmgrefs of them.-~There occafionally
oteuts sccidents’ from which heavy and ru ipous : for-
feitures enfue, that require the cohftant ‘exafténte of
fome power capable o?' affordifig relief.. The proper
inveftment of ueh a power is<a matter of too much
delicacy and inipoffance’ 1o b etermined otherwife
than upon msture delibération.—= et thc {ecretary begs
leave to fubmic to'the ¢onfidcration'of the houfe, whe-
ther a temporaty atrangement might not be made with

xpedmdn and fafety—whith ﬁbﬂd avoid the ificon-
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with the fecretary, T (56 oo of n'uﬁng th ﬁn’r.
hafers as to credits and paywatt. op 4
- Mr. Shdrman faid, he was fond of mcoun;ing fo-
rugnen, and. yet there, feemed 0 be foric danger of
doing it in too {udden a manner ; be therefore m!hed
that Wi Ver wﬁ-dﬂne :;zgld be oo tﬂ;lth c{thoughl:
L aniweér a gdo e, if the fecpe
waj to divide the lands in_ ue?;:en into townfhips. 7
. Mr. Baldwin faid, he thought the houfe of. repre-
{entatives nat a very propef ‘body to arrange this bufi-
nefs—the exectitive officers of government, the perfons
who were poffefled of the proper documents of infor-
matiof, &c; , F ¢ then read fandry refolves of tﬁt old
congrels in Oé}aﬁer, 1787, wherein thé board of trea-
{ury were empowered to enter into treaties With - pur-
chafers ; and m cafes where eredit was givem; the pur-
chafer reeeived a right to thé lands, btr not a deed.—
Hg alfo read the refolve of the 28th Auguft, 1788.
where feven tqual payments are mentioned. He had
4B obje&ion wo.refer the bufinefs to. the fccrcl;ary of the
treafury from the hopfe; but thought it informal to re-
fer the report of a committee to any officer of the go-
vernment. [
,MF. Boudinot quoted inftances wheréin the old coh-
rtfs had fdlowcg this prattice.
My, Page hoped the fecretary would be authorifed
Jdaw, to treat with purchafers.
M, White (did f{omething about informality, and
thcn the queftion' for ,amendments, béing put by the
hadkﬂ', Bz:l’ loft,
r. '_,thattheafthc
commuiittee bmd upon the table.
Mr. R. B. Lee hoped that. fomgncrs would be en-
couraged to emigrate, and ufeful citizens adopted.
Mr, Sedgwick faid, that whatever might have bedh

“his own private opinion, he would now, from experi-

ence, be for fhutting the door againft all particular ap-
'pliCluons. It would be impoffible, he fald to atten
toghe innumerable applications that-mi be ctﬂt?tcd
te follow, if the petition of any individaal was to eni-
ploy the tinie of the legiflarure. There could riet be
any great inconvenmience from a little de]? He was
therefore for digefting a regular fyftem, and not for de-
termining in ‘any particuldr cafe until that was done.
Mr. White nd, it was to our adyantage to fhew
every wifh to encourage forelgncra, apd he {aw no dan«
ger; tha could follow from a particular attention to the
tition of Mr. Dobbyns. Hﬂ::bftrved that the j 1:,-
E:bltama of the Umtcd States de rwqd many of
opinions and fcnnmcnta ael] pc& overnment snd li-
berty, from Grcat- ritain and and; he ia.& RO
dotbt but that, in the courfe of this fcﬁion, uni-
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