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the HOUSE of DE'LEGATES, December z0

1789. |

ORDERED, That the bill, entitled, An A& for

better adminiftration of “juftice in the {feveral

anty courts of this ftate, be referred to the next
on of affembly, and publifhed three weeks in the
ryland Gazette, and Baltimore

ﬁc{&}tion of the people.

Jolnal, for the

By order, |
| W. HARWOOD, clk.

-Ibili, entitled, An ACT for the bet-
(ter - adminiftration of juftice in the
{everal county courts cf this ftate.

m HEREAS it-has been found by ex-
"aad
. W

perience, that the prefent {yftem for
the adminiftration of juftice 1n the
| county courts of this ftate, is attend-
w ed with great inconvenience, delay
and expence, to fuitors, witneflcs

exhibitcd to the faid court, and he may direé fubpoe-
nas to iflue for witneffes to attend the faid court, or

attachments of contempt to iffue againft witneffes or ju-
rors for non-attendance, and he may direét any witnefs
to be fworn to the grand jury, and receive any prefent-
ment or indi¢tment from the grand jury, and take re-
cognizances for the appearance of witneffes, or any
perfon prefented or indiéted, and he may commit any
perfon prefented or indicted for want of fecurity, and

he maydire&t judgments to be entertd on confeflion,

or aon fum informatus. |

Asnd be it emalied, 'That all caufes, pleas, procefs and
proceedinys, relative to any caufe, civil or-criminal,
which fhall be rcturnable to, or depending before, the
feveral county courts of this ftate, when this aét fhall

commence, fhall be returned to the feveral county

courts conftituted by this a&, at the times herein be-

fore appointed for the holding of each court, and fhall
be heard, tried, and determined therein, in the fame
manner as if nd change had been made in the faid
courts. == = '

T B UK 8 P& % (Jesvary” iy, d9g0

legal and valid as if entered in court during its fitting.
- -And be it enalted, That every chief juftice, a pointed
and commiffioned in virtue of this a&, fhall receive
as a compenfation for his fervices as follows, to wit;
for the firft diftri€t at the rate of three hundred and
ninety-five pounds current money per annum, to be
paid by Prince-George’s, Calvert, Charles, and Saint-
Mary’s counties, in proportion to the amount of af= -
{effable property in each of the faid counties refpeétive.
ly, the faid amount to be afcertained in each year by
reference to the laft general affeffment of property ;
for the fecond diftri¢t at the rate of the fame fum per
annum, to be paid by Cacil, Kent, Queen-Anne’s,
and Talbot counties, in the {ame proportion, to be
alcertained as aforefaid ; for the third diftri¢t at the
rate of the fame fum per annum, to be paid by Anne-
Arundel, Baltimore, and Harford counties, in the
{fame proportion, to be afcertained as aforefaid ; for
the fourth diftrict the fame fum, to be paid by Caro-
line;: Dorchefter, Somerfet, and Worcefter counties,
in the fame proportion, to be alcertained as aforefaid ;
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. decifions ought to be obtained, as far as the cir-

ances of the ftate will permit ;
it enalted, by the General Afembly- of Maryland,
this ftate fhall-be divided into five diftriéts, to be
bered and diftinguifhed as follows ; that is to fay,

ce-George’s, Calvert, Charles, and Saint-Mary’s
sties, fhall be the firft diftriét ; Ccil, Kent,
e’s, and Talbot counties, fhall be the fecond dif-

uecn-

; ‘Anne-Arundel, Baltimore, and Harford coun-

' {hall be the third diftriét; Caroline, Dorcheiter,

rfet, ahd Worcefter counttes, fhall be the fourth

¢t ; and Walthington, Freievick, Moutgomery,
' Allegany countics, fhall be tue fifth diftrict.
fnd be it enalfied, 'That two county

courts fhall be
in each county within the f{aid diftrils in eve-

and jurymen ; arnd an uniiormity of

And be it cralted, That 2]! commitments and recog-
nizaaces for all felonies, crimes, offences or mifdemea-
nors, committed in the feveral counties, and triable by
law in the county courts, fhall be returned to the juf-
tices appointed in virtue of this aét, by the juftice
making fuch commitment, or taking fuch recognizance,
on the firft day of holding the county court of their
county ; and all fheriffs, clerks, arnd all other civil of-
ficers, fhall execute and perform the fame offices and
duties, under the fame penalties, as they are now
obligzd by law to perform and execute under the coun-
ty courts as now eftablifiied. .

And be it enafed, That no ation to be commenced
in any county court appointed in virtuc of-this aét,
fhall continue longer than the end of the firflt court af-
ter the imiparlance court, unlefs fuch caufe as the law

for the Afth diftrict at the rate of the fame fum per
annum, to be paid by the counties of Wafhington,
Frederick, Montgomery, and Allegany, in the fame
proportion, to be afcertained as aforefaid ; prowided
always, that until the next general affeffment of pro-
perty takes place the faid counties of Wafhington and
Allegany fhall be confidered, with refpet to the faid
affeflment, as if they were ftill the fame county ; and
the jultices of the peace of the feveral counties fhall
aflefs, in their county afleflment, the fums payable by
their refpeétive counties as aforefaid, with a commif-
fion of five per cent. for colleftion, which faid fums
{hall be colleted with the county affeflment, and paid
by th= colleltors to the clizef juftice of their refpeétive
diftriCt on or before the firlt day of February next en-
{uing the laying of the faid affefiment.

Aud be it enafled, That the clerk of every couﬁt}
fhall, yearly, on or before the firft day of May, cer-
tify under his hand and feal of office, the amount of -
the afleffable property in his county, and lodge one
certificate thercof with the clerks of each county in his
diftri¢t, under the penalty of twenty pounds ‘current
moncy. - s

A;:j{ be it enalied, That cach afTociate juftice, ap-
pointed and commilioned In virtue of this aét, fhall

ear, and fhall commence and be heid as follows ;
Prince-George’s county on the fuft Mondays in
il and September, in Calvert county on the third
days in March and Auguft, in Charles county on
hird Mondays in April and September, in Saint-
y’s county on the firlt Mondays in March and Au-
, i Czcil county on the firft Morday in Macch
{econd Monday 1in O€ober, in Kent county on the |
d Monday in March and the fourth Monday in Oc-

may allow for the continuante of {uits beyond the time
limited fhall appear to the fatisfaétion of the court..

- And ve it enaed, That after the commencement of
this act, no commiflion fhall iffue to any perfon, ex-
cept to the faid teveral chief juftices and afluciate juf-
tices, to be a juitice of any county court, but only to
be a juflice of the peace of fuch county ; and upon the
1ffaing of -any commiilion, the juftices appointed there-
in fhall aflemble as foon as convenient at the court

.
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Queen-Anne’s county on the third Mconday
ay and fecend Monday in November, in Talbot

ity on the {econd Monday in Tune and the fourth
pday in November, in Anne-Arundel county en

econd Mondays in April and, Septeiuber, in Balti-
county on the third wlonday in March and the fe-
' Monday in November, in Harford county on the
Mondays in March ard Auguft,in Caroline couns
| the firlt Monday in Marcn and the fecond Mon-
n Oc&tober, in Dorchcﬂer'c{}hmy on the third
ay in March and fourth Monday in O&ober, in
plet county on the third Morday in May and fe-
:Monday in November, in Worcefter county on

houfe of their county, and qualify as heretofore, but
if any of the perfons appointed are abfznt at the time
of meeting, thcy may qualify at any time before any
one ‘of them who have before gualiiied 5 and every per-
{:n appointed a jullice of the peace, as fuch, fhall have
the fame power and jusiidiction as any jullice of any
courty court now hath by law out of court; and the
Jultices ot tire peace appuinted for any county, and any
threc or more of them, fhall meet at the court-houfe of
their county at tixe time appointed by law for laying’
thetr county allcflment, and they are hereby required,

then and there to lay the affeflment sof their coutity.-as

receive, as a compenfation for his fervices, the fum
of fifteen fhillings current money for every day he fhall
attend the duty of his ofice; and the faid allowance
fhall be affefied in his county aflefilment.

And be it emaéied, 1f any collettor fhall not pay the
allowance to any chief juftice intrufted to his col-
le€tion by virtue of this act, within thirty days after
the {ame fhall become due, it fhall be lawful for the
pesforl not pdid to file an attefted copy of his bond in
the 'general, or any county court, with an.aflidavit
of the fum due, and a demand and refufal of payment,
and thereupon execution fhall iflue againit fuch col-
le€tor and his fecurities, and if payment be alleged,

heretotore, and the clerk of their county fhall aftend
them for that purpofe; and the faid juftices of the
peace fhall and they are hereby réquired to pgrform and
execute in their refpective counties -all the duties and
offices committed to the county courts by the law for
the wfpeltion of tobacco; and each of the faid juftices
of the peace fhall have and receive at the rate of ten
fhillings a day while attending on the public fervice
aforefatda, to Le aflelled in their county affcfiment.

Ind be it enalied, That every jultice appointed and
corumifioned in virtue of this aé&, fhall, before he
ats as fuch, take the oaths of fidelity and fupport to
this ftate, as required by the conftitution and laws
thereof, provided he hath not before taken the fame,
and ullo the oath of jultice as required by the act of
Febru.ry feflion, f{eventeen hundred and feventy-
{feven. |

And be it enalted, If the chief juitice of any county
ccurt, appointed and commiflioned in virtue of this
2, fhall refufe to aét, or after acceptange fhall re-
fign, dic, or be endergd incapable to act,’ or if any
_ aflociate jullice, ‘ilﬁ‘*f.ii)irftd and .¢ommifhioned in virtue

| ' | g Boofl bekaviour, and may be removed for mif- of this aét, fhall if:.;'r:fc to act, o alter acceptance fhall
M& /m | viour in the fame manncr as the chancellor and the - refign, die, be fendered incapable to aét, or remove
¢ ' s may be removed agreeabl he itutic | ; -t} o : :
. ] - . . T y to the conftitution of out of the county, the govegior for the time being,
v - /,, 8, _and not otherwife. _ with the advice and confent of the council, are here-
*j ve it enalfled, That the county courts in each dif- by authoriied and requefted to appeint and commiffion
_ fhall be compofed of tiie chief juftice of the dif- another fit and proper perfon to'fill fuch vacancy.

. In which each county fhall be, and of the two af- And beit enalied, That every chief jultice of any
S— '1'J‘1ﬁ'c_‘3S appointed for fuch counties refpeétively ; county courg, appeinted and commifligned in virtye
> | that the faid county court, or the chief juftice of this aét,’ fhall have,/within the diftriét for which
\_ A b E 9 » or the two aflociate juftices, fhall have, poffefls he fhall-be appointed, alk the powers and juri{di€tion . _ : ;
"' . ¢« . e Ay the fame power, juri{dition and duties, of a juftice jof the .péac , except only as to the hearing the clerks -of the refpetive counties at the time of if-
ROUND in this city, o vefted in, or required of the county courts of this and determ\ning| iathe cafe fmall debts out of fuing the faid procefs or commiffions, or of entering
the ﬂ_rccts called Taber , except in the cafes hereafter excepted, (and an court; and &kry affociate juftice, appointed and com- the faid appeals, or producing the faid writs of error;
tes Ringgold’s, and Law- il, or writ of error, fhall lie to the general court, -miffioned in{Virtde of this ‘aét, fhall have, within the - habeas corpus, or certiorari, by the per{ons apply ini
n Callahan’s. The term > fame manner, and under the fame regulations, county for which. he fhall be appointed,’ all the powers _ for the faid procefs or commiffions, or defiring the fai
0 the fublcriber. now or fhall hereafter be allowed by law from the and j’urifdi&itm of a juftice of thé-peake-out of court, ' apgeal to be entered, or producing the {aid writs of error,
JAMES STEUART. y courts to the general court) ; and any one of the except as laft aforefaid. " y " _habeas corpus, or certiorari, and fhall be allowed and
. ——— . flociate juftices may hold and adjourn the faid And be it enalled, That"ﬂé faid ginéf juftice, or ed in the cofts of fuit ; and the clerk of every couns
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ond Monday in June and fourth Monday in No-
r, 1n Wathington county on the fccond Monday
pril, and the firft Mondav in December, in Fre-
k county on the fourth Monday in March and
Monday in November, in Montgomery tounty
e {econd Monday in March and irft I4onday in
mber, and in Allegany county on the fourth
lay in April and the third Monday in Decem-

the court may, on mation, inquire into the fat in a.
fummary way, and commit or releafe, or give {uch
other remedy as the nature of the execution and juftice
may require. k

And, Whereas by divers ats of aflembly the juftices
of the county courts are authorifed and enjoined to do
fundry matters and things at the county courts to be
held in certain months in the faid ats mentioned, and
in many inftances there is an alteration of the time of
holding the faid county courts by this a&t, Be it enal?-
ed, That in all cafes where the courts are by this act
direfted to be held in different months from thofe
mentioned in the faid aéts of affembly, or any of them,
it fhall be lawful for the juftices of the county courts,
to be commiffioned in virtue of this aét, to do and
perform all fuch matters and things at fuch time in
each year as they fhall think convenient, either at their
court in courfe, or an adjourned court.

And, Asa fund towards payment of the above an-
nual {fums to the chief juftices of the feveral diftriéts,
Be it enalted, That the following taxes fhall be paid,
in currgnt money, on the following procefs and pro-
ceedings in the county courts of this ftage, to wit; on
every writ of eje€tment, partition, or dower, feven
fhillings and fix-pence ; on every writ of trefpafs quare
claufum fregir, five fhillings ; on every other original
writ, two &illings and fix-pence; on every appeal,
_writ of error, habeas corpus, cum caufa, or certiorari,
feven fhillings and fix-pence ; on every commiflion to
mark and-bound lands, feven fhillings and fix-pence.

And be it enafled, That the {aid tax fhall be paid to

W be it eralfled, That the governor and the council
horifed and requefled to appoint and commifiion,
ich of the faid diftriéts, one perfon of integrity,
ence, and found legal knowledge, (who fhall be
in the commiffion chief juftice of the county
in {uch diftri&t,) 2nd to appoint and commiffion,
!l of the counties of this ftate, two perions of
Fity, experience and knowledge, refidents of the
y for which they were appointed, wio fhall be
| In the commiflion aflociate juftices of the coun-
jurt of the county for which tisey fhall be appoint-
and the faid juftices fhall hold rheir commiffion

for
/ g evtificates of
nds, Land, or

, and empannel and charge the grand jury, and either of the aﬁ?ﬁﬂiltc‘junm, ma his chambcrs v fhall, every ﬁx months, fettle his accounts, on oath
' direét the clgrkotoputer judgmen "\oF, gt affirmation, with the treafurer of his fhore, and.
Y e ol Y J fa the fum adjufted to the faid treafurer, for the

t procefs to ifflue on any prefentment or indiétment

i 1n the {aid coust, or on any petition or complaint non fum i
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