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 Procesdings of Congrefs.
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' s depen
f‘l;c?mw-di su::hich would come before .tongrel: s. An
adoption of fome fuch mealure wag a piece of juftice
iue to the extremities of, the coptinent. It being
sherefore a point with them, angd a point of juftice too,
je could not conceive how any gentleman who had the
of their coun dat hga;cg'ufd Olipt_)‘fi'c lt.l’.h —

ton held out this general idea, that the
: rcfolu.tl - t. to hc~ ﬁxcd_ at that place
central with refpet® to population and
' equal regard te the Atlantic and
o i unton. No man in the Weft-
' ever withed thiog further than thae
::efmtgnu‘d line bet;!eZn- thcgiorthern and fouth-
un extremities was fixed, cotigrefs fhould eftablifh
sheir feat as far back on this ling, as the convcniency

¥ maritime commerce would allow.

" He thought thofe people had a. right to demand this.

Jﬁplt for feveral years.

-

¥ this principle was given, the fubjeét could not 1s-
éhgmuch debate, . _
" He thought this was & fc;voi?fable moment to fettle
the great queftion which had agitated the mafs of the
' We might be affured that
s at this time poffeffed-alt their virtue and inno-
eence, but it was ,toﬁ feared- that would not be the
eafe in future. Congrefs were now clear of all fatti-
e, and as deftitute as pofible of the {pirit of party
andlocal views. In a future day faftion might . drive
gie government to fix on fome improper place, and one
o two events would refule from this; either they
would be again obliged to remove, after expending
fams of money on this imprudent citablifhment,
er the union would be diffolved.
- M. Livermore faid, that the two hounfes had come
% a refolution toadjourn inp mext month. Many weigh-
ty matters were fiill before the fegiftature. How long
3 difcuflion of this fubje€t would require, was uncer-
win. Jt might engrofs & great deal ot rime, and there
was danger of its producing thet apimofity and party
firit, which the meafare” iefeli propofes to guard
egiink. He wifhes firft to finifl the Organization of go-
vérnment, and the performanceof thefe important duties
which the public were anxioufly expeéting of them.
ldo not undesftand, faid\he, shat any gentleman is
"‘“ﬁ at his Pﬁfﬁﬂtﬁm ‘have hcp,rd no ¢oin-

#ﬁm, Congu_fs are well T adated in this city.
here m?' be other places,, to gc ;urC,,, in which they

might find accommodations, but T believe both the ci-
Saus.of New-York and/ the: membars of the legiflature
are equally fatisfied. I haweinod heard of any memo-

nal from the former hing us to remove—Many
- of thcconntry*m'm be in a fever to

e us with them ; efpecialiy she ftate of Penniylva-
Mll}ﬂq, leml, "Qrk.tawn, German-town
-]'M'mg: hufm ulbu.pdance of pctiticms, {et-
g frth their various advantages, and we wifh that

may enjoy them. If they arg pleafantly fituated,
f:::ol:]zl:y of Kth, we are to hear it.

‘ reafon pefRponing all our ime

portant matters“iyn order t?:on&hr thi%. If we can

M'au thefq matters bymua ifpring. anc the road

fiould be fo impafable that we fould not be able to

¥t hame, I fhall be for i .

Mr. Livermope then-ebfex Qba.; the idea of a per-
Wanent {eat was not itfelf Ractly . As population
m* Imd‘u men of m ' ‘ c'a and views took
e {aats in congre(s, this permanént'feat might be al-
et plsfuro—Te wascerabnly-wie in_congrel’ o

. Sconomical--It was glwiys Tound a yery expenihive
thwm remove—And the 33:33 of thgfir cl;mtry
¢ ot ‘t,l“&ﬁt gic T méany new CXpences.

of were neceffary to be taken
ng the feat of govérnment, befides the
ealthinefs of the fitua-

Mo & Cepital cireamftance: RN
""!io;sem objéfted to the cevalier manner in which
M 1 Fpﬂm treatedthe fubjeét.

hi kfm tid, the exiftence of the union depend-
g L8 fubjet. The place of the feat of govern-
vreae Was im tin .Veﬁy ﬂcﬁ. Ic lmght be com-
;:‘:th' cart-in the huydan-bedy ; it was a center

B l-'lem':e the pl'lndplea “Hife were carried to the

i
i
i
L}
L]

Wa&mm« the fubje®®

- Was

e the 20w or mext fefllon, but he thought it bett  Smith (S. C.) propo

ﬁOI_&ouldlioou

“HE;- : .

« can refide in the human heart.
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Mt. Stone remarked, that this_iould be a very im.

portant bufinefs, and it was neceflary to be ‘extremel
cautious ia contuéting, He knew of no ioft. whi

would have fuch a tendency to produce Tm and divi-

fions, and it was often the cafe that unhappy divil
arofe chiefly from an indifereet mode ﬂmm
matters of this kind. He was glad ta fee the tempe-
rate fpirit-with which the houfe had fef out, and he

wifhed it might continue., He apprehended that no

queftion would fo fully try the temper of thig hody as
the prefent.

The queftion was then taken on Mr. Smith’s moti-
on, and was loft. Ayes 21—~Noes 30. at

The I\?ﬂku being about to put the queftion on the
fecond Monday in December,

Mt. Ames rofe, and afked if the ariginal motion was

not inconfiftent with the refolution of the hopfe to 2d-
journ on the 22d of September?
been appointed to report the bufinefs of the prefent fef-
fion. The committee reported, and fo much of that
report was accepted as related to the time of adjourn-
ment. It feemed to him therd'!e, that the propofiti-
on to take up this fubjeét at the prefent time was {u-
perfeded. He was confident that it was imconfiftent
with that determination. It would becomé neceffary,
therefore, to refcind that determination, and whether
that would be done or not, would depend on the dii-

pofition'of the fenate. If they thould not concur, the

legiflature would be obliged to leave the moft import-
ant bufinefs unfinifhed. '

He faid, he could not fupprefs fome emotions of fur-
orife, - that gentlemen could bring forward queitions
which had not for their objeét the complete organtzati-
on of the government. The government yet lies prof-
trate and inanimate, and inftead of infufing life into
it, and giving it motion, we have been in the firft place
altering our conftitution, and now we are going 1nto.a
long difcuflion to determine where we fthall fic.

If the gentleman’s motion only involved a few ab-
ftradt propofitions, it would ftill be uncertain how dif-
ficult their decifion might.be. But were I a ftranger 1
fhould apprehend, from the manner in which the mo-
tion had been introduced, that it wouid be a queftion
agitated with as much acrimony as any whatever.

I have always found that even in the moft trifling
queftions it is extremely difficult to obtain unanimity.
What then muft be the “divifion oh a queftion, which,
gentlernen have faid, concerns the exiftence or peace of
the union! Ibelieve it will involve as many pailions as
Every principle of lo-
cal intereft, of pride and honour, and even of patri-
otifm itlclf are engaged. I am willing to pledge my-
{elf to the gentleman, that it the gocd cf the union

requires that the feat of government fhould be fixed at

Pittfhurgh, I wiil vote for it. But I muft now vote
for poftponing the bufinefs. It is not epough to deter-
mine where the feat of government ought to be; but
it is neceflary to prepare the public mind to agree with
ours in the decifion of queftions of this magnitude.—
Our reafons ought to be made public, and they ought
to be the réafons of the public. C

When I left my conftituents, I did not contemplate
fuch a thing as this, nor have I yet formed my. opinjon.
When I do, I pledge myfelf that it fhall nat fpring
from local or felfith principles. L

The gentleman has brought forward this fubject as a
very important one. _
it were to determine merely the center of matter, It
might be fettled in a {hort time—If we are to reprefent
the oaks and the mountains—If the acres in the Umsed
States are to be reprefented, a few days of calcuiption
may determine it. |

{ am of opinion, that the center of our govement
fhould be fo placed as to propel the blood to: the-extre-
mities,” with the moft equable and eafy motion.—I
would place the head of the government where it might
guard moft effe€tually the extremes, and protet the
weak parts. It is my wifh that the teftlfo?' now fub-
jeét to the laws of the union may continuc 70, and that
the government may be {o fituated as t ufe its force
with the beft advantage to enfure the prefervation af the
anion, and obedience to. its laws.. . F

The gentleman from Connetticut has righty faid
that the ftates of North-Carolina and Rhode-Hland
thould have a voice in this bufinefs. %

I would not impute unworthy motives to the gentle-
man who introduced ths motion; botl would afk him

whether the world at large ﬂlould_nqt bc cqlxl;r.lly con-
vinced of their purity ; whether, in juitice to hundelf,

.. mind fhould not be better prepased for the
el g Iur:l nat convinced that our government,

. tmk
fill fo ill cemented and fo fceble,_cou]d ftand the
otl' {fuch a meafure, and therefore I moft qnmnﬁiy de-

occafion.

ate the event. '

Mr. Scott sad Mr. Hartley faid a few wonds, anfl

Mr. Sedgwick pro

cember be afligne
this was loft.

rfc& that the Juk Tuafday in Ds-
f

then withdrew: his motin ; gad - Mr.
Mr. Sherman “‘;"T o fw. wh;ﬂ‘ was
. . L & o N Y- |

negatived.
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' The queftion for making this bufinefs the order of
.~ Frivarx, A:;y 28, : |
Mr. Goodhue prefented, dgreeably to order, a bill
the navigation on the Patowmack, which was read &
firlt time, 33 : SL S Nanade
A petition from a number of commmanders
adjacent ftates, ftating certain hardfhips they experience
under the prefent revenue laws, particularly the tun-
the table. _ :
The houfe refolved itfelf into & committee on the bill
ment,
Mr, Boudinot in the chair.
the bill to allow 5000 dollars per annum.
'This fum was reduced, after fome debate, to 3500.

the day for Thurfday next, was then Jmt and carried.
for fulpending a part of the collefion law, relative to
of packet boats that ply berween. e-iﬂi’nd and thQ
nage duty, and praying relief, was read and laid on
for eftablifhing the falaries of the officers of govern-

To the fecretary of the treafury, it was pmpofedb?

To the fecretary for foreign affairs (now called fe.

cretary for the department of ftate) it propofed an als

lowance of 3500 dollars~This was reduced to 3000.
'To the compiroller of the treafury, it propofed to
allow 3000 dollars—This was reduced to 2e00. -'

To the {ecretary at war, it propofed to allow 2500
—This was raifed to 3000. :

To the auditor, it propofed to allow 1600 dollars, tQ-'

the treafurer 1600, and to the regifter 12go—thefe

fums were agreed to.

To the afliftant of the fecretary of the treafury, it

propofed an allowance of 1600 dollars=—This was re-
duced to 1500. -

To the governor of the weftern territory, it propofed

an allowance of 10co dollars, with an additional al+

lowance as fuperintendent of Indian affairs. e

This was altered ; the allowance' as fuperintendent
of Indian affairs was ftruck out, and the fflea.l‘y as goe
vernor raifed to 2500 dollars. = - )

A claufe was added, providing for the falaries of the
three judges of the weltern territory, allowing to each
of them 800 dollars per annum. '

To the fecretary of the governor of the weftern tere.
ritory, the falary was fixed at 750.dollars. -

The remainder of the bill was gone through without
any material amendment, when the committe¢ rofe dnd
reported. | |

The report was accepted, and the bill ordered to bé
engro{led for a third reading. |

The following is a ftatement of the falaries as-allows
ed by the faid bill. '

Dollara;f
3500
3ooa
30Co
2500
2000
1600
1500
150Q
1250

8

800
8oo
759
6oo

Sccretary of the treafury,

Secretary of flate,

Secretary at war,

Governor of the weftern territory,

Comptroller of the treafury,

Treafurer,

Auditor,

Affliftant to the fecretary of treafury,

Regifter, _

The judges of weftern territory, each,

Chief clerk in department of ftate,

Chief clerk of the comptroller,

Secretary of governor of weftern territory,

Chief clerk in department of war, '

Chief clerk of the auditor, 600

All other clerks, at o 450

SaTturDAY, JAdugufl 29. |

The bill for regulating the coafting trade was re-

ceived from theé {fenate with the concurrence of that bo.

dy in the amendments propofed by the houfe to the a-’
mendments of the fenate. ‘*

The engroffed bill for eftablithing the falaries of the
executive officers was read a third time, when Mr.

Smith (S. C.) moved to recommit it, in order to fup-

ply fome deficiencies. He obferved, that a number of
officers were not provided for, fuch as the foreign mi-
nifters, confuls, &c.

It was however thought improper to annex falaries «

to offices which the legiflature had not exprefsly cres
ated or recognifed, and the motion was negatived.

The queftion was then put on pafling the bill, and
the yeas and nays being called, it pafled in the affirma-
tive—Ayes 27—Noes 16. "

Mz:. Boudinot prefented a memorial of fundry inha.
bitants of the county of Middlefex, in New.Jerfey,

raying that the diftri& courts in that part of New-
?crl'q may be held nt Pemhi-Amboy. Read and luid
on the table. pit-AR A

The houfe then refolved itfelf into a committee of
the whole on the judiciary bill,

Mr. ‘Tucker’s. mosion for ftriking out that fetiow
which provides for the eRablithment of diftriét judges
in each fiate, was taken into confideration. This
brought on a warm debate, The motion was advo.
ca::tf by Mr. Livermore, Mr. Jackion, Mr. Burke,
Mr. Stonie, and oppofed by Mr. Smith (S.-C.) Mz,
Benfon, Mr. Sedgwick, Mr. Ames and Mr. Sherinun.

The committee ofe av four o'clock without-deciding

_the gueljion, ﬂ‘iwhuﬁ adjousriqly !¢ 1 oo
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