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R. PAGE followed Mr. White
with a fhort fpeech, the .principal
%, object of which was to prove that
w g additional powers to the pre-

-

. ¢ would pot confizm;* but . di-
‘minifh his refponfibility. Increafing
ers he faid, would fecure him -againft impeach-
o 8 L0 ' ftaluz,:ain'\!@y the check which

s’ and as it would . |
m;em of thefe departments intended, and

% gefeat the advantages, which they alone would: be
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wder to farnifh the ground 'and ’cvidcpccs for im-

pc'hment. - | L8 Nwi -
" Mr. Sedgtwick, hoped that the extreme importance
' ;{th:l fubjeét would E::idc him to further indulgence.
I; was pot however, he faid, his intention to travel
Jowbr the valt field, which had been opened to him.

e

tleman, he faid, h‘d

the dependence of all the great ot-

brom, Vo g o ool g &) g3
particularly ?uh-th in_the ‘confti qn. " *
and mot injure the conilitution,
both the letter and fpirit of it would ke
His remarks, he faid, were

e h

be adhered to
addreficd to the paffions of

the committee. North-Carolina would. not join..the
union, and the revolt of Kentucky was prccfi&ed.—

Such menaces were improper. He was confident the

committee would not be aftuated by paffionr or fear.
Mr. Lee argued from the claufe in the conftitution,
which gives a power to congrefs 10 pafs all laws necef
anato carry the conflitution into effet. It was im.
poihible the conftitution could executed without
thefe eftablifhments, it was a queftion, therefore, which
came neceflarily and conftitutionally before the legifla-
ture, and they had a- right to make every arrangement
proper to facilitate the bufinefs of every de ent.
He then dilated upon the argument of Mr.- Madifon
refpeéting the grand principle of the divifion of power
in-the government ; and enforced them by the exam.
ples of the feveral ftates, and the general {enfe of the

people.

B confine himfelf to a few ‘poinisi” It has been

Snended that this was a queftion of conftitucional de-
" weemination; and that the legiflature had.no right to
Siesfe. It had been urged on one fide that the
IWe ] | ilqirgent to the power, and ne-

‘ oI it_g ‘He apprehcnded that
g8 well founded, and that if it
pery the conftitagion might have
that one power fhould appoint and another

. wmove; Jt had been well laid down by & gentleman
from Virginfa, that. whenever a general authority was
-ated to a branch of the governmeanty every fubor-
power was comprehendeds . 'Fhe gonititution

_given the legillaure: a*power to eitablith offices,
-and it appeéared to him, bad thereby given them a
ver to detemmine the whole erganization of thofe

o&s, on What tenure they fhould be heldy and under
control they fhould be: J had not beea con.

3

' ﬁﬁn ‘on oné iide, though affirmed: on the other, that

was foy claufe in the copititution which veited
the power A&thc {enate. The words in the conftitu-
tion were, that the prefident {hould noMinaTE and
-aprornr. Thele \words were clear,~<The power of
'nF_king treaties, with-the adyiee of the fenate was
given to the prefident, K could not from this be infer-
red that the fenate had apy power to MAKE the treaty.
The prefident, had’ alfo a certain qualified influence’in
the palling of laws, but coald it. be pretended that he
was 2 part of the legiflature, or that he in fact made
e law2. If there was any conclufion to be drawn from
ghe gentleman’s, argument, it was in. favour of the
elaule; for hri&ly,. he had the power to nominate and

sppoint; the fenate were only his council—he fhould

therelore have the power to remove.:
Mt Sedgwick reafoned from the nature of the bu-
| hﬁnefl committed to the feveral departments, and from
the.peculiar connexion and privity. between them and
the prefident, that they muft be his,mere inftraments,
his' egents and fubfticures. . If the bufinefs of the ex-
ctulive could be perfonally petformed.by him, there
ﬁbu!cl be no ng_gcﬁf fuch eftablilhments, it was only
for his convegience, and to fupply a defeét in, the nas

trd of human capacity, that they were appointed.
] urdp that ad

I ared to him incongl:m and abf]
er chofen fimply to dxecute the will of the prefi-
@t and to' conform implicitly to  Ais . diretions,
ghﬂd-tf_bp removable by himh; when he became
in ithér by -infirmity. or crimes to' execuse it ;
whén the prefident was the only ecompetent judge of
~ Hisexecution, and alone refponfible for it. b
P’iie' continued -a feries of obfepvationsy defigned
ipally to enforce the reafoning of Mr. Benfon and
| :{Mﬁé refpeting the inconveniéney and lindelicaty
* dddncing cvidenge,  and 1 explaining reafons to the
| {&ﬁc. wh?ch in m ﬁi—d?dcng' Own‘ mind wo& be
E;i" aecahons for removal 3. foeh as ignorance, in-
-~ Mpkity, 1ooted emmity to fhe prefident imfelf, » dil

i rafs hi3 mCHWi -

: rn the idga of the total want of refpon.

A5 2 ‘?;tﬁ Hrtflng from there hqinj.no con-
il remedy againft them, and from the im-

bers of a

[t | ’ I

their' conftituents, and pot to be influenced by
meafures of North-Carolina or Kentucky, who were
not repreiented. '

any doubts refpe€ting the o

' ok fixing the .public | ¢enfure, among thd,
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Gentlemén had co

controlable by the prefident’
for his fi htf ﬁﬁi‘tﬁé? {
prefentatives; add tre powet of 'impedchment

and
ReT fecunt)r-—

I .
L]

have the libertles of *hig felow citizens in“lis “hands,

-andvif the officers wer¢ virtuous, and oppoled his
ey bl upus, , ﬂr

. ‘might away with thém, and what then
would become of the. treafury t—FHe Wwould have no
that depattment who would dare to oppofe
him¢ -~ Then; having the trealury and armiy at his com-
mand, we might.bid farewel to liberty for ever.—He
repeated, if the’entir€ comtrol éver”the department
fhould be given to the prefident, and he fhould get the
frong box in his hand, where was the liberty of this

i F F |

country ? 'Thete weré but twé' things. ncccﬂ'a:_y,‘ he

faid, to.mnief-i‘_mnn defpotic, the purfe and the {word.
Give him thefe and liberty wasatend. =

- Gentlemen-had- contendéd; that the power in the
hands of the feuate would be equally dangerons ; but

he afked wherg yas the moft dinger from powery in

the-hands of one dr. many ? - The fenate were ;a body
continually chinging, returning to the mals of the. peo-

Mr. Boudinét oppoled the prin€iple that the Tegiila-
ture had no right to modify the powers given by the
conftitution.

as any man, refpe@ing conftruétions upon the princi-
ples of the fyftem, and would nevet refort to them
while the government could poffibly be ‘carried ofi by
the ftrict lettér. He hoped that the members of this

hioufe would nevér be afraid to carfy the conftitution

into full effe€, and to execute rhe powers delegated to
them. It was their duty to confult the beft good of
the

He contended, that in the legiflature, and in them
alone, was vefted the right of modifying and explain-
ing the powers of the coaftitution, when theré were
anization of the govern-
ment. * That this would be no encroachment on the
executive, i

He did not confider it as an omitted cafe as’ fome

~gentlemen had. The conftitution had fully provided

for it in that claufe which gave the prefident the pow-
er of appointment. He admitted the principle, that the
perfon who appoints fhall remove. ‘This was the pre-
fident. The fenate, to be fure, had an advifory and
concurring power ; but after their confent was obtain-
ed, whofe was the appointment ¢ Certainly the pre-
dent’s. 'This was the natural conftrution of the con-
ftitution. . . '

Mr. Boadinot then procccda to the in'quiry whe-

ther this conftruétion was confiftent with the duty of

the officer created-in the propofed bill, whether it was
agrecable to' the general authority vefted in the prefi-
deat,  and for the bénefic'of the citizens of the United
States. In this inquiry, he repeated and enforced the
ideas which had been thrown out on thefe feveral to-
pics in favour of the claufe. »

He took notice' of thé arguments which had been
ufed, that there was a remedy for the inconveniences
attending the vefting the power in the fenate, by al-
Jowing the prefident to fufpend. 'This, he faid, was

entirely inconfiftent with the whole courfe of their

reafoning. - I the conftitution had hot given Jm the
power of removal, who, he afked, had given nim the
power of fufpenfion ! Did it 6t equally militate againit
the conftitution ? Every conftitutional objeétion, he
(aid, which had been advanced agdinft the former
miﬂt be extended to the latter. |

r. {tckfon faid the fubje® was worn threadbare.
The bill, to be fure, he faid, had Been ingenioufly
handled ; it had alfo ingenioufly been brought fcrward ;
for the committee had tdkeén care to bring In the pre-
fent bill previous to the bill for organizing’ the treaiu.-
ry, that the principle might be ¢ ablifhed, before.the
mote delicate Bufinefs ¢eme under their view. .

It had been contended, he faid, that the prefident
was himfelf che head of all the cxecuti?c_chm tments ;
but the conftitution did not view it in this Jight. The
conftitation had ‘authorifed the prefident to receive ad-
vice, and require the opiion in writing of. the heads
3‘ .. How then could they be merely his
inftruments to ¢G icitly to his will ? for thus
the vrovifion would be wfelefs and nugatory.. . They
wm’cP therefore, in ¢very fenfe, the heads of their own

He faid he would ever a&t as' cautioufly

ficer, as danger to it from ‘his

check to them ?—————1If the prefident fhould. get
the purfe, with the power over the army and navy,
what weuld he not be able to do? The tide of liber-
ty would fet downward, its friends would not be able
to ftem the torrent ; with the command of the public
cheft, he would always be able to-render his cleQion
perpetual; and make what ftrides. he plcafed.. -Let us,
{aid he, at this very moment lock round, and fee whit
progrefs we are making towards corruption—We alrea-
dy hear the founding fuperlatives of his highnefs, moft
honourable, &c. which ten years fince would have
ftrung a man as high as Haman’s gallows ; thefe titles
have becen blazoned in the news-papers of Boftcn, that
town, in which fifteen years ago, they knew:noJdord
but the Lord of Hofts. X
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Mr. Scott—Sir, before T call again for the queftion,

(although I confefs I have been long fince ready fop it)
I beg lcave to fay a few words. I fhall not be tedi-
Ous. ' ' .

I have liftened to the arguments in fuppert of this ~ F
motion theie three days, with great attention, and think | )
when taken together they amount juft to the raifing of &&*

a number of frightful pi€tures, ‘which at firft fight ap{ -

pear vcrg terrific indeed; but when clofcly examined

E‘O\re to be the harmlefs progeny of frighted fancy.—y ‘_;_

et us now examine one or two of thefe piftures as a ¥

fample of the whole groupe, that we may judge whe-
ther there is fuch danger in adopting the medfures pro-
pofed in the bill, and fuch fafety in the oppcfitg courle
as is pretended. '

ly removed from coffice that«officer whofe duty “it is ‘to

guard the treafury, and effeCtually to prevent its violes

tion; then, Sir, in the back ground, we fee the prefie
dent, the army, the navy and the moncy-cheft, g
gaging againft the liberties of America, and reducing
us all to abjeét flavery ; fo fudden is the alarm, fo vio-
lent the clath of arms, fo terrible the onfet, that we
are hardly allowed time to fay, Farewel Literfy! and
all this in confequence of the power of removing the
officer of the treafury. _ _

Sir, I confefs'if we can place this officer at the head
of the tréafury, in an independent fituation, and he be
a very vigilant and faithful officer, he may prevént the
prefidént’s ftealing our nioney, or if he does fteal it, he
will charge him with it, and then you know, Sir, we
can impeach him, and punifh him, and all this, Sir,
by the affiftance of the indepcndenc? of this officer.

" But, Sir, the faét is, that our money may, be in the
treafury by millions, and without fpécial appropriaticzs
by the legiflature, the prefident and this officer, bath
together, cannot touch a farthing of it, dnlefs they fleal
it. 'This being the cafe, Sir, I fee a4 litgle falety to
the treafury, arifing from the independence of this of-
. s dependence.

But the préfident may come with his army. at his
back, and lay Kold of the money-cheft. In this cafe
I fee but little good to beé expected from the olficer’s
independenée, if he ftands in ‘the prefident’s way,” I
think he will be very apt to take him and the monéy
t0o. - Wath
From this view of the matter, it appears that gentle.
men-have been arguing fidm premifes that do not exift,

A
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Sir, one of thofe pi&urcsfépréfcnt.s tojms, our pre.
fident grafping the money-cheft, after having arbjuams

ple=Wopid noc, the ftite Iéfgiﬁﬁ_tﬁ'rca,“ﬁé a. contigual

T

d°"v'v'ff§?§';a-maﬁnmmm.he differed much from in order 'that we may dmw Rrong ~"*°“““ﬁ°"‘ﬁ°£

Q'?‘m 0;' w mﬁ:hr:y the gentlemen, He faw a. very great difference them. ...‘They have been drawing piétures /i;m a
. , ‘wholh fhould it bt direfted ? tween organizing and modifying 2 departmeny
39 the ;ﬂdemi d fenate; the less smodifying the mmof the con
48 pe ,Et_i the™p cq‘bq | _by thisml}'ﬁ. .
88 profident, im a civil fuit? - ed to évery thing., ‘Hg
wolved Lin doubt. and difh in_another .principle. °

wall, to-batter them down with their knyckles.” * . ..

~ Anaother.of thofe frightful pi®ures is maifed out of a

\ comparif@niaf’ the ‘relitionfhip between” the ‘prefident 4%
nd the; people, with that between the fenate andshe =
IO i ce o b conelsi by

- ulat kindred, 1 ,\-t- cms to be; concinded by
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