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o R ueftion, whether offices fhould
the pleafure of the

HOUSE or

! £, .8 ' duﬁn :
R Weolly ftill under confideration.

X%

advocated the princi-

28 ple. He made fome introduétory ob-

i* * {ervations on the neceflity and im-
| % portance of the office under confider-

on; and its intimate connexion with the executive
tment ; and maintained, that in whatever hands
this department was placed, the office ought to be im-

. +olv dependent on, and controlable by it. 'I:his
medlat: go]i?;:f the conftitution, and was the practice,
;:' believed, of all nations with whom he was acquaint-
4. Tt could not be confidered an office held during

]
W

-

oy were the judges alone. He cong
;-E:{];:;n fmﬁi! ,'S'dith-C;rolina deviate

#ived that the
widely from

%t conftruétion, in fuppofing that the clauf€¢ refpect- _
s e TO EveTy - URiee - fi-the-go——pointed cus the legalivy and pronviety of invefling the

o impeachments exten rofeei .
;bgnl,ﬁf:t' This principle will be Inconvenient, mif-
chievous, and deftruétive to all decifion in the admi-
siftration. 'The fame gentleman had, he {aid, con-

.rchf-dcd’ that cvery man hﬂd a Prﬂpcrty in his office.—

This idea he hoped would never find advocates in this
-

* In Great-Britain it had prevailed to a-pernicious de-
gice. It was the pratice there to give a man a penfi-
on who was removed from office, in confideration of
ke intereft which’ he was deprived of. He hoped we

" fhould never admit this corrupt and ruinous practice

amofig us. Rl
:-Th'gé gentleman, he obferved, had queftioned the
right of the legiflature to niake a conftruétion on the

eonftitution, or in ¢afe it was filent, to fupply the de-
felt —He could not agree to this. ‘The inftrument

Had exprefsly given it the power to make“all laws ne-
eeflary to carry the conftitution into effect.—If it was

filent therefore, in any point neceflary to be fettled, in
erder to put it in operation, the inference was clear,
that congrefs had a right to fupply the defett.

k!g concluded with fome obfervations to prove, that
the power would be more fafely lodged with the prefi-
dent than the fenate, and that the conferring the power
of removal to the fenate would deprive the prefident of
{ome of thie moft important éxecutive funétiens, which
few as they were, ought not to fuffer the leaft diminu-

n.. J
mMr. Lawrence obferved, .that it had been objeéted
againft the claufe, that the pewers which it vefted were
unconftitutional, and not only” fo but unneceflary, as
the conftitution muft contain in itfelf fomewhere the
power under confideration, which it had given to {onre
mien or body of mén. ' And therefore that it was un-
neceflary for 2’ law to interfere, which could neither

- énldrgé, diminifh 6r modify, this power. If it was

unconftitutional to give it to the prefident, it would
enly be beécaufe it had been vefted in fome other body ;
it had not been contended, that the conftitution had
cxprcfsl('vcﬁcd it in the fenate § and otherwife it could
not be faid with certainty that it would be ‘unconftitu-
tiona! for the légiflsture to declaré that the prefident
fhould have it ; ‘gbut the objeétion ‘had been colleéted
from the 'nature of ‘that body who had a" voice in ap-

yod behaviour. The conftitution hﬂt *_pal__ttigqlaﬂy =
' ﬁgtc& out thofe who held their placc‘:g' this tenuare;

and fenate 'cérijointly. “If it could be faid, that the
prefident’s fun&ions and Fowerl ought not to be ex-
aid, th

tended, it could alfo be '
could not.

The conftitution, he faid, was filent on this fabjed,

o

at t fe of the {enate

it was alfo filent refpeting the removal of thofe whofe

app@intment it had ‘enabled the legiflature to veft in the
prefident, in the heads of departments or in the courts
of law—but nothing about their removal. Now the
legiflature having, in purfuance of this authority, veft-
ed the power of appomting in the prefident, could the
conftitution be carried into effect if the legiflature had
no right to determine in whom the power of difmifling
fhould refide ? ‘'What was the confequence?  Why, in
thofe cafes,. the power of removal muft be in the prefi-
dent, and the congrefs muft, from the neceflity of the
thing, have the rig’ht to detérmine this. Of courfe, in
cafes where the conftitution had originally given the
power of appointment to the prefident, he muft, for
the fake of confifténcy, have the power of removal.—
Certainly no perfon would pretend, that if the legifla-

ture fhould give the prefident the fole power to appoint

— e T —————

in certain cafes, and there was no fpecial limitation of

o — =l

the office, that he fhould not, in thofe cafes, have the

fole power fo remove. Thus, then, he faid, ftood the
bufinefs. There was no exprefs words prohibiting the
power; and-all the ideas collefted "from inference

prefident with the power; at leaft they proveﬁ that he

had every conftitutional right to it, which the fenate,

together with the prefident, could claim.

This had, he faid, been called a cafe omitted : - but
in omitted cafes, in which a certain provifion was ab-
{olutely

edly the legiflature. It was the only autharity in any
meafure competent to it. ‘

Mr. Lawrence atked, if any gentleman fuppofed,
that the power of expounding the conftitution and of
providing for the removal from office could be more

{ecurely trufted to the wifdom and integrity of one

branch of the legiflature than the whole; or if it would
be more fatisfactory to the people to have the power of
difplacing officers in the fenate than in the prefident ?

H faid the people looked up to the legiflature as their
great fecurity and the centre of political wifdom.
They naturally fuppofed, that where any provifions

were neceflary to be made conftructive and declarative

of the conftitution, that from this fource and this alone

they ought to fpring.—From all thefe circumftances he
concluded, that the congrefs had the right, and that it
was their duty to fupply the deficiency in the conftitu-
tion. The {{me conftitution, which had given them

the power of eftablifhing offices, had given them a right’

of making all the particular provifions, whenever the
conftitution was filent, which were neceflary to carry
that general power into effedt.

In the contzmplation of the conftitution, he obferved
the heads of the executive departments were mere fer-
vants and aids of the prefident. He had the {uperin-
tendance, the control and the infpetion, into their
condu&t. They were not only to perform the regular
duties of their funétion, but to aflift the prefident with
their occafional counfel, ‘and to anfwer all queftions
which he fhould put to them refpecting the execution
of their pfices. Thefe circumftances would give him
fuch advantages of difcovering the fecret delinquencies,
the faults, the deficienc
thofe whom he employed, that he alone could be com-

petent to an able excrcife of this authority. Under

fuch circumftances, would gentlemen deprive him of

the power of purfuing the interefts of the United
States ? ' '

fident’s convenming

from the extremes of the continent. “He inftaficed the.
cafe of a foréign minifter negotis

effential to the adminiftration, who was to
amake this provifion and f{upply the defect? Undoubt-

mitted that they ought. |
‘well as other executive officers, liable to the act of

of abilities or knowledge of
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¢ fenate being perpetuslly affembled, o' of the pre:
em from the purpefe of 4 removal;
otiating and intriguing to.
wii“d, before: a féntpnq_e}of

. s

the. ug:g Jf “his :'éoﬁnq;y be \_
recal could be procured from the fenate, might have

completed hus maciinations, and lovolved the sepublic

Mr. Jackfon conceived this to be altogech®¥ a confti:

tutional queftion.  He was conyinced of 'th%"“ﬁcCeﬂity'

of energy in the execative, but he was fure the fiber-

]

ties of the ﬁmple deéferved equal attention and care.—
Of two evils it w
heen mentioned, ‘that in all governments the éxecutive
_neceffarily had the power of difimiffing officers under.
him. ' That might hold good in Europe, but it did not

it was proper to choofe the leaft. It had

apply to our conftitution, by which the prefident had®
not the execative powers exclufively.” The fenate wis'

aflociated with him, and invefting them with any par?

ticular authority could not impair the energy of the
executive. If this arrangement was wromg, the fault
was only in the cohftitution, and it could be remedied
only by amendment. He dreaded the dingers to which
this power would expofe us, It would eftablifh a fatal
fyftem of influence in the government. We fhould
have a treafury bench, and a crowd of the prefident’s’
creatures in the houfe. His minifters would intrude
here, and lead and govern the meafures of legiflati-
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on. -
The gentlemen, he faid, had contended, that there
might be cafes where the officer was unfit for his ftati.
on, by reafon of infirmity, incapacity, and other qua-"

lities not punifhablg—-l-{e might fink into dotage, or
be feized with a fit of lunacy. It was-proper, there-
fore, ‘that fome filent remedy fhould be applied. It

was true this might happen, and {o it might happen to
others, whom tliere was no mode of removing. Sup-.
pofe the prefident fhould be taken with a fit of lunacy,
would he not continue in office during his four years ¥
Suppofe the fenate fhould be feized, or the reprefenta-
tives themfelves become lunatics, would not the people

be obliged to fubmit to this mad congrefls? We had

already, he faid, feen a king of Great-Britain a luna-

tic, and the fame might be the cafe with our prefident ;.
and although it was improbable that a majority of this
houfe thould be lunatics, it was by no means impoffi-
ble. It was alfo uiged, that the judges alone were to
hold their offices during good behaviour. It was ad-

But ‘was not a judge, as

God, which might deprive him of his faculties and his
legal knawledge? Yet he muft eontinue in office till
impeached and conviéted of fome crime.

~‘Was it politic, he afked, to place the officers in fuch
a fituation as to deprive them of all their independen-
cy and firmnefs ? E—Iad not the prefident the command.
of the army, and would he not have the treafury un-
der his thumb? The fecretary of the finances would
never dare oppofe him, and would leave him uncheck-
ed to exercife his powers. ‘Then, he faid, we might
bid adieu to liberty, and all the bleflings of genuine
republicanifm. [-(c begged gentlemen to copfider the
deadly influence of the crown in EnFland, where of-
fices were held during the pleafure of the king. Let
gentlemen turn their eyes to Sweden, and behold the
monarch fhutting the doors upon his fenate, and com-
pelling them to fubmit to his defpotic ordinances. He
affirmed, that the error in gentlemen ay in calculating
upon the merit of the prefent chief magiftrate, as if
he was to eontinue for ever. With him he was confi<
dent every power might be lodged. ~But he was not
immortal ; the period muft ‘came when he fhould be
taken from us. Could we be fure who would {ucceed

ple. The fale of Fbiht“f‘é“é;‘:‘!d from the claufé in the conftitution re-
, the zoth day of

fair day, at Mr.
Lloyd’s-town on
r, if not the next

s, living on the

ing impeachmefits, - The confitution, he obferved,  But it had been urged, .faid Mr. Lawrence, that the him ? Might not a man come into the office who car-
mé:thﬂf ‘&E’:g ves fhould hﬁlﬁ their offices durin§ truft was fubjeé to abufes ; that there might be wan- ried a Pandora’s box in his _brea]IIL e 5
good bc_haﬁonil“": *f'f is claufe was to have any effect, ton changes of officers, and revolutions in all the de- "T'he bufinefs of conftruction, i obierve y was a dnn-‘
It centainly ‘miuft isply that' there were other officers partments, on the occafion of every new refident.— gerous bufinefs. One of the favourite Emﬂtlh mex;!u e,
who hield their places during pleafare, ‘or for a limited E: conténded, that changes were proper, when he, who ~ pofed te the co:nftuuuonrv]vas._h provi ]:m_ hat Ff pow-
Friday the time § for {f all officers held their places during good was the only judge of their neceflity, thought them er which was not expreisly t%“’m F;_t ¢ cqngrc:_._.d was
Ty O Y behavidut, and were removable only by Impeachment, expedient. A mew prefident ought to have the power retained, Under this icea the €08 "D o8 O
l AN{ il' P then the claife was'ufelefs. ‘The perfon muft have mif- on his a¢ceffion, to bring forward thofe men, in whom ed; ahd was it propeé'_pow to conftrue t b:fconﬁ_nét;t:gn:
N Truftee. hehaved before he could be impeached. Butif he were he was fure he could place the higheft confidence.— fo, as to give extrapreiniary P"w“l: HE DEIORS, Raved
e V', nfirm or incapable he éould “not ﬁ impeached, byt Undet the guards and ‘checks under which the chief The legiflature had nothing but t; lci.ttc.r of that c_org;
_ , mift on this principlé be perpetuated in office. : adted, it wasto be prefumed that changes paét to go I:I)]/, and the mom;pt aaﬁgv rit.lpn was rd!:%o _
But it had been urged, that we were to feck for the wa ' lace from capricioud motives, but from thu_,"bf houfe was ma ﬁ:ﬂg arbittary ftride to-
power of removal in 51@: nature of the authority which from principles of policy and propriefy.. ' Wi kflm g‘?:itl:lri‘:;mi ¥ yfifent that in éafe of «
sppointed. Here he would be willing to meet the gen- . He faid he did ot make 'his calculations from the M. Pg ogmw 6 ?1‘:0 Eh ht have power &'
tleman, if it were neccﬂ'a;y to reg the caufe on this fafety of the adminiftration upon the mcmiof the pre- o"_“'."f’ OF SR, 3 dk%"ﬁ epltt_ml_g *tma-v m Wil
fent chief magiftrate, whofe tilents and virtues were make & temporary fnfpeq on. - cadn}"hgf ctltir was g ‘lci

the ‘admiration of the world, but he had the beft ty of any ‘mi{demeanor, ke trufted that thcre wou

E;ridnt d:lonc. He would sk ‘who, by the conftitution, ;|
kil e e oy ey srounds to-prefume, that rio man would ever beclefted  be always virts ¢ énough In the houfe of repréfentatives
to that exalted office, ‘who had ot given abundant

tiven the fenate an advifory power, bug it had confi- PR, AR
eounty., Who- icred the appointment to be by the prefident: It had e to impedelRhim. L o L e
get him 2gair exprely declared. that be (hould hominete apd ap- proafs of his abilities, integrity and other great quali-  Mr. Clpmer remarfec, e bl i Yo B
' : . ties, requifite for fuch a ftation. " _ = L I o ) '
He begged gentl:emen to confider that the prefident
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: od 19 , _ merely as it refpecte _
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ilfo the removal ; but it -hld' ‘been objeﬁN that it man who enjoyed the confidence of t,h? people: . - removal a Incident to e o
ould be an. emtenfion of the gteutive power. This »  But it was mr, he faid, to view. the fubjeét

to “‘P intigents, the fefate was onl y' 4 eheek on :zr K
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T8nin favour of refting the powes with she o et mentioned the nsceffity, on the. gentleman’s plan,. of cefliry for this gheck ) for foppofc 2 worthy man‘h'ﬂ\ﬂ*_i
. ¥ : i . - X . ; : . | . : . ol g

&

o Ll




