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article of the conftitution.

. venue a
| grmn: that inftead of referring the fubjet to a commit-

veftigati
ol Jr‘.-nx nn fum'
o amendments at this fime wo

Wi ONOURABLE Michael J. Stone,
il member from Maryland, appeared
‘W% in the houfe, and took the oath.
™ ' Mr. Goodhue introduced a petiti-
N on from Nicholas Pike; of Newbu-
ry-Port, Maflachufetts—the prayer
RIRILIK of which was, that congrefs wouli
law to fecure to him his property In a wor
;ﬁhm; ll;:whld publifhed with great labour and expence,
entitled, *¢ A Complete Syftem of Arithmetic —this
was referred to the committee ap inted to brmg In a
bill to fecure to authors the beneht of their publicati-

‘ .n motion, it was voted, thﬁt"the' feveral petiti-
énsU ro:: ﬁtdcfmen and manufaurers fhould be tran{-

Hiteed to the fenate. A
mlﬁr. .li’ladifon, agreeably to notice, _movcd, that the
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~ houfe now form itlelf ﬁftﬁ 4 COmMmIttee Of tic wnoic
- upon the ftate of the union,

to take into confideration

¢ fubje&t of the amendments, agrcubly to the fifth

"My Smith (of South-Carolina) fuggefted the inex-
Redh:‘ell‘:cyof ing up the fubjeft at the prefent mo-
ment, in 8 committee of the whole, while’ matters of
the greateft importance, and of immediate confequence,
were lying unfinithed. The great bufinefs of the re-
' eared to him to claim a cqnftant and unin-
attention till completed—Fie moved, there-.

tee of the whole, a fele&t committee fhould be raifed,
to take into confideration the amendments propofed by=

- _the feveral ftates.

" Mr. Jackfon—T am oppofed, Sir, to taking up the

fubieft of amendments to the conftitution, till we have

ome experience of its good or bad qualities. The
cpni{imﬁomy be compared to a fhip that has never
et put to fea; fhe is now laying in the dock; we have
Kd no trial as yet; we do not know how fhe may

L}

Jleers what fort of a helm fhe carries ; we cannot de-

termine with precifion whether fhe fails upon an even
keel or no. . ‘Upon experiment fhe may prove faultlets,

or her defeéts may be very obvious ; but the prefent is }

ant and ur-

pot the time for alterations. * Very im __
gent bufinefs now requires the attention of this honour-
able body ; bufinefs of fuch confequence as that of re-
venue, without which the conftitutition is of very lit-
tle importance in itfelf confidered. Should amend-
ments now be taken up, it will be months, perhaps,
before we cag get through with them; mean time, the
§mportant interefts of our conftituents are facrificed.~—
The ftate that I have the honour to reprefent has rati-
fied the conftitution without fpecifying any amend-
ments, they are fatisfied with it in its prefent form, ull
experience fhall point out its defefts. 1 move, there-
fore, Sir, that the confideration of the fubjeét of amend-
-ments be peftponed till the firt of March, 1790.
Mr. Goodhue obferved, that though he confidered
it as being premature, to take up the fubjet of amend.
ments at the prefent time, yet he could not conceive
the propriety. of  poftponing the matter to fo long a
‘period. It certainly was the general idea, that amend.
ments fhould be confidered, and a regard to the wifhes
of our conftityents required that they fhould be attend-
ed to as foom as public intereft permitged. 5
- Mr. Burke made fome objections of a fimilar import
with thofe which fell from Mr. Goodhue, and thought
that the fubjeét of: the revenue was of the greateft im-
portance to be immediately attended to.
‘Mr.-Madifon obferved, thet:the. fubjeét had been
mponed from time to time, that the members might
opportunity ‘more fully to make up their judzc-
ments ‘upon it—a fortnight has el fince the firft
afigned period, and if the motion for a further diftant
period fhonld be adopted, it woyld be conftrued into
4 defign to take no ferious notice of the bufinefs, The
ohitions for amendments to the conftitution came
various quarters, and thofe the moft re_frpe&ablc ;
G | g—m ¢ to give fome degree of futisfattion, it
cemed neceflary that congrefs thould, as foon as pofii-
‘ble, attend to the wifhes of their conftituents.. He
did not propofe that a full ‘inveftigation fhould immedi-
e/ely be gone intoy' byt to quiet the apprehenfions. of a
gfeat ‘many perions, ' refpefting the fe:irin’g certain
ﬂﬂ:a‘ ich™it was fuppofed were not fufficiently
Puarded ; he thought it neceffary that congrefs—fhould
Commente the inquiry, and place the matter in fuch a
trun g5 to infpire a réafonable hopé and expela

tC ation

that full juftice would evericually be done to fo import-
Rt 2 {ubjett--He'thérefore' rencwéd his motion for the
hﬁ“{’ tﬁﬂb_hp 4 com tittee of the whole, that the in-

of the bufinels might at leaft commence.
d, that wking up the fubjelt
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ienfions quieted there
he thought that the neceffity of amendments would
beft pomted out by the.
difcover in the cagiftitution.

A meflage was veceived from the fenate, informing
the houfe, that they had concurred in their vote of the
28th May—by which every member is to be furnithed

with a complete fet of the journals of the late con-

s. | #a. ¥
Mr. White obferved, that the fubjeft of amendments

was of very extenfive importance ; he: fuppofed  that
the houfe could not, with ary propriety, defer their
confideration any longer ; for although the conftitution

had been fo generally ratified, yet it was evident, that
alterations and amendments were expected by perhaps
a majority of the people at large.

Mr. Smith (S. C.) then introduced a propofition
for the appointment of a fele€t committee, to take the
bufinefs into confideration, and report.

Mr. Page was in favour of a committee of the whole,
without any further delay, as a meafure that would be
productive of very happy confequences.
~'Mr. Vining was fed to the meafure for feveral
reafons——the incompletenefs of the revenue and judici-
vious to a difcuflion of amendments: the judiciary {y{-
tem may provide a remedy for fome of the defefts
of-—and without giving the conftitution
any operation, it was impoflible to determine what
were E:fc&s or not—and what alterations were necef-
He further obferved, that he conceived it necef-
fary previous to any difcuffion of the fubjeét, that it

fhould be afcertained whether two thirds of the houfe

and fenate were in favour of entering upon the bufi-

nefs : he fuppofed that the voice of two thirds were as
requifite to fanction the expediency of the meafure, as

they were to the adoption of amendments.’ He was ful-
ly of opinion, that experience alone could afcertain t}le
real qualities of the conftitution. The people are wait-
ing with anxiety for the operation of the government.
What have congrefs done ¢  Have they paffed a reve-

nue law ? Is not the revenue ddily efcaping us ¥ Is it

not of immenfe confequence to complete the fyftem ?
Let us not perplex ourielves by introducing one weigh-
ty and important queftion after another, till fome deci-
fions are made : ’lclhis mode of introducing ‘one piece

to confufe the mind, and incapacitate it from doing full
juftice to any fubjeé. He hoped, therefore, that the
houfe would not go into a committee of #he avbole upon
this bufinefs. ' ey e e A
Mr. Madifon conceded to the motion for choofing
a feleét committee. He then obferved, that he thought
it would be attended with falutary effeéts, fhould con-
grefs devote, at the prefent time, {o much at leaft as
one da
the friznds of the conftitution, were as firm friends
to liberry as thofe who had oppofed it: the advocates
for amendments are numerous and refpetable : fome
alteration of the conftitution lays with great weight
upon their minds: they merit confideration. He
urged the expediency of the meafure, from the fitua.
tion of Rhode'-lﬁan! and North-Carolina. He had
no doubt that it would conciliate them towards the
union, and induce them to unite, and again become
branches of the great American family. He was, he
oblerved, in favour of fundry alterations, or amend-
to the conftitution—he fuppofed that they
could be made without injury to the {yftem. He did
not wifh a reconfideration of the whole; but fqppofed
that alterations might be made without effecting the

effential principles of the ccnftitution, which would

meet with univerfal approbation ; thefe he¢'would pro-

e. fhould be incérporated in the body“of the con-
ﬁl?fu:ion. "He then mentioned the fevéral objetions
which had been made by feveral of the ftates, and by
' A bill of rights has been the great

ments which he had not f“l;f"’féd very effential. ‘The

freedom of the prefs, and the rights of conicience,
tgofc choiceft ﬂml:era 1n the prerogative of the people,

are not guarded by the Britifh conftitution. With

refpeét o thefe, apprehenfions had been entertained

oir infecurity under the new conftitution; a bill
:::?cli:s, therefog, to quiet the minds of l_'.hq pcoPIg: up-
on tﬁefc points, may be falutary. He then adverted to
the feveral bills of rights, w
the conftitutions of individual ftates

' thefe was, to6 limit an
Jgeov&c:fmc:t-tv: uard againft the encroachments of
the cxecutive. ﬁ: the federal government, the exe-

cutive is the weakeft—the great'dan
executive, but in the great body
‘difpo ty a
bear down, and deprefs the minority-
. In ftating objeétions” which had
fixing a bill of rights
obferved, 'that obj

ions to a continental bill
adoption
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%ated by the conftitution, be ng defined n.n! _
itfelf to thofe _ .
in which thofe limits may be exceeded, by virtue of &

conftrution of that claufe, empqwnj;ng‘y cuhgreﬁgtq i
make all neceffary laws to carry thé conftitution intg % ~ 8

execution.  The

inftanced. It has been obferved, that the coﬁflitum' .

ets, which experience mlys'

does not re
replied, that fome of the ftates are without any—and
that articles contained in thofe that have them, are
very improper, and infringe upon the rights of human
nature, in {everal refpefs. It has been faid; that bills:- - =
of rights have been violated ; but does it follow from .
thence that they do not produce falutaty effeéts? This'
objection may be urged againft eve |
ever. From thefe, and other confiderations, Mt. Ma-
difon inferred the ex
to be incor

iry

—There 1s an 1mproprie
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of bufinels, before a former one was completed, tends

to this bufinefs, to convince the world, that

lies not in the
of the people—in the

fition which the majority always difcovqa, to

¢n. made to af-
the conﬁimdm. Madifon

by the ftates, .
the powers for the confidaftion of the h
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ight, ‘while the government confines
fpecified limits : but inftances may ocewt

article of gencral warrants
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peal the ftate bills of rights; to this it may

regulation wifat-

pediency_of a declaration of rights,
rated in the cocrjlrﬁitutio z 7 Bh '
Mr. Madifon further obferved, 'Ph

at the ﬁmporfth

of reprefentatives had been objeed tomma S
Tlarly the difcretionary power of diminifhing the number._
in the, legiflature’s deter-

mining their own compenfation, with a

; : _ rﬁ!eg to vary
its amount, » The rights of confcience, iberty of the
m& = n.-ul_t::nl d.
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it out of the power of the legiflature to infringe them:
—Fears refpeting the judiciary fyftem, fhould bé‘en:
tirely done away-and, an exprefs declaration made,
that ai] rights not exprefsly given up;- are retained.—=

Ll ]

He wifhed, that a declaration upon thefe points might

be attended to—and if the conftitution can ‘be ;
better in the view of ite moft fanguine fupporters, by
making {fome alterations in it, we ﬁn.ll not act the part
of wife men not to do it—He therefore moved for the
appointment of a committee to propofe amendments,
which fhould be laid before the 'legilfaiurts of the fcvea

ral ftates, agreeably to the %th article of the conftitution,

Mr. Jackfon obferyed, That the honourable gentles
man’s ingenious detail, {o far from convincing him of
the expediency of bringing forward the fubje& of a-

mendments at this time, had confirmed him in the

contrary opinion : The profpe& which fuch a difcuffion

opened, was wide and extenfive, and would preclude’,
other bufinefs, of much

greater moment, at the pre-
{ent junéture—FHe differed widely from the gentleman,
with regard to bills of rights—feveral of the ftate

" |
S lIL a i L

was carried to excefs, and licentioufnefs triumphedses
In fome ftates, which had fuch a ncminal {ccurity,
the encroachmcnts upon the rights of the people had
been moft complained of—The prefs, Mr. - Jackfon
obferved, is unboundedly free—a recent inftance of
which the houfe had witnefled in an attack upon one

of its members——a bill of rights is a mere igmis fatuus,

amufing by I;Ppcuanccs, apd leading ofien to dan-
gerous conclufions. I repeat, Sir, the'prefent is not
the time to bring forward amendments—-they muft be
{peculative and ticorctical in the very nature of things,
and may themfelves be the fubjeéts of future amend-
ments. This confideration points out in the ftrongeff
manner, the propriety of waiting the refult of expe-
riment, to determine the merits of the conftitution 3
to that let us refer the fubje&t, and not wafte our time
in ufelefs {peculations.

Mr. Gerry thought it unneceffary to go intg,a com-
mittee of the whole upon this fubje& at the prefent
moment—He did not think fuch a ftep neceflary to

fatisfy the people, who-are fully fenfible that congrefs is.

now engaged in the great objeés of government—he
wifhed however, that as early a day as poffible, might
be afligned, that the mol of another convention
might not be thought of—in which we might.lofe the

moft effential parts of the conftitution—he obferyed,

that he was not a blind admirer of the fyflem, there
were defefts ‘as well as beauties in it~=but as it was
now become the conftitution of the union, he col-
ceived that the falvation of the country depended upon
its eftablifhment, amended or not—kHe wag further n

favour of an earlier day, on account of North-Caroling

and Rhode-Ifland, as the accefion of thefe ftates to
the union was very defirable, and good policy dictated
that every proper ftep fhould be taken to expedite that
cvent—-ll-:yle was oppofed to referring the matter to a fe-
le€t committee--as derogatory to the dignity of thggfiates
—-he conceived the whole of the amendments propofed
by the feveral conventions, fhould come immediately be-

fore the houfe—The faith of congrefs ought to be con-

fidered as pledged ‘to take up this bufinefs upon ﬁe :
moft extenfive fcale—He. therefore moved, that alf
the various propofitions for amendments fhould'be rg« %

ferred to a committée of the whole, and that an early
day be affigned to
ject—and propof

the firt Monday in July.

Several “other gentlemen fpoke upon the fubjeft;

when
Mr. Madifon

houfe a mm ifing a number
to -be gincorporsied. i the conflitutio
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had

into a full inveftigation of the fyb-* .,

on arofe and withdrew hig laRf motion
for a fele®t gommittee, and- then fobmitted to the
of amendmepts
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