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~ RESOLVED, That the bill, enticeds 20 48 10
corporate certain perfons in, every  Chriftian  church,
r congregation, throughout ﬂﬂ’.@tﬁ .b_?lﬂ.‘! I;'

O O weeks ih the Annapolls Gazette and "Bali-
ore iews-papers, for the’ corfideration of the pedple
R .and the fame be _printcd with the votes

55 of both houfes of the general 'aﬂ'élﬁ?ly- _

By order - i
- By the House of Dereaares, December 22,
- 88+ Réad and affented®; - o . 1o
790 _ _
| B)VOFdGl'n
S v wW. HARWOOD, «dlk. -

A bill, entirled, An- ACT to incorporate certain perfons in

1w

* every Chriffian church or congregation tbwgw ;b,,

ﬁ‘;‘_"’ !
 '

=

¥ HEREAS it is reafonable and pro-
per, that all denominations of Chrif-
tians within this ftate, whofé mem-
bers condu¢t themfelves in a .peacea-
ble and orderly manner, fhould re-
ceive and enjoy equal rights and
privileges, without parflallty; pre-
ference or diftinéion, in all things concerning the tem-
poralities and government of their refpective churches,
congregations and focieties ; and whereas alfo it is ne-
ceflary to their welfare, that they fhould be empower-

ed to hold and acquire certain portions of property in,

a corporate or congregational capacity, and enger into
various engagements of a civil or temporal nature,
which can only be done by the afliftance of the gene-
ral dlfembly, which affif®nce may neverthelels be
rightfully granted without difturbing private opinions,
or affeéting the rights of judgment, in matters of reli-
gion, or impofing an involuntary burden on any per-
fon whatfoevers and whereas it is -moft conventent to
make provifion for their ‘refpeétive fituations, by a ge-
neral law, which fhall reach their feveral exigencies in
affairs of a temporal or civil nature, as far as a difc-
rence of circamttances will admit; the general affem-

~ religious perfuafion, i _
fach, then of any other Chriftian fociety, which two
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" And be it enalted, That in cafe.any debate fhall arife

in any church, fociety or congregation, about the
right of voting, or whether the eleétion aforefaid hath
been fairly condufted, agreeably to the. true intent
and meaning of this a&, the parties contending fhall
each of them choofe one difcreet and reputable perfon
from among the members or truftees of .fome neigh-
bouring church, fociety or congregation, of the fame

Ey arizr fuch there bé, and if none

perfons fhall choofe a third qualified in like manner,
and the faid three perfons fhall meet at the place
where the difference has drifen, and hear and deter-
mine upon, the matter, and their judgment or award,

"or the judgment or award of a majority of them, cer-

tified under their hands and feals to the contending
parties, fhall be final. | |

pointment of évery body politic or corporate afore-
{aid, every church, fociety or congregation, affembled
as already dirécted, fhall determine and fix on their
plan; agreément or regulation, mentioning and {peci-
tying diftin&tly the time and manner of ele&ting truf-
tees, and the manner in which ‘the fucceflion fhall be
perpetuated, and containing an exalt defcription of
the qualifications of the perions feverally electing and

eleéted, and to elet and ro be eleted thereafter, and

alfo the name, ftyle or title, of the corporation, by
which it fhall be thereatter called, diftinguithed and
known, and the name of the church, fociety or con-
gregation, choofing the fame, which faid plan, agrec-
ment or regulation, fhall be entered in the book here-
in after dire€ted to be kept by every the faid body po-
litic or corporate, and the fame ﬂzgl- be acknowledged
by the faid truftees, or a majority of them, before,
and certified by, any two juftices of the peace for the
county in which the faid church, fociety or congre-
gation, or the greateft number of them, fhall refide,

confideration, and conceiving themfelves indifpenfably ed by, one of the judges of the general coui't,_affcr
‘bound to fecure and preferve the fame equality of being well aflured by the faid truflces, or a majority

rights, privileges and advantages, to all quiet and in-
offenfive Chriftian focieties in" this ftate, without any
exception, whereby religion may be-encouragéd and
diffufed, and peace, order and univerfal tranquillity,
prevail, have agreed to enalt, |

And be it enalted, by the General Affembly of Maryland,
“That in every Chriftian church, fociéty or congrega-
tion, of whatloever fe€t, order or -denomination, now
known, or which fhall at any time hereafter be known
and acknowledged. in this ftate, and proteted in the
free and full exercife of their religion, by the conftity<
tion and laws of the fame, there fhall be and 'remain
fufficient power and authority in all the male perfons
above twenty-one years of age’ belongirig toany fuch
church, fociety or congregation, to eleét, at their dif-
cretion, certain fober and difcreet perfons, not lefs than
five nor more than thirtéen, which perfons fo eleéted
fhall be and are hereby conftituted a body politic or
corporate, ‘upon being regiftered as herein after direct-
ed, to act as truftces in the'name and behalf of the par-
ticular church, fociety or copgregation, for which they
are rcl'pe&ivell{ chofen, and to manage the eftate, pro-
perty, intereft and inheritance, of the fame, in the
moft upright and careful manner, and fhall moreover
hﬂ"c_ perpetual fucceflion in law, fa€t and name, as
“herein after preferibed, and fhall, by their name of in-
corporation, have full power and waul authority to

fue and to be fued, to implead and to be impleaded, to
anfwer and to be anfwered unto, in any court or courts

of law or equity within this ftate, before any judge or

Judges, juftice or juftices, in all manner of fuits and
Flcas W

uch fuits, pleas or altions, may be, in as full and ef-

tever, and of what nature or kind {oever

feftual manner, as any other perfon or perfons, bodies

politic ot corporate, or can do.

Mnd be it enalted, That cvtrK fuch ' bedy politic or
the

corporate fhall be chofen, ‘and
- 8t fuch times and places as are ordinarily ufed for pu

fucceflion kept 'ug,

lie meetin%:‘of the-faid church, fociety or congregation,

~and by fac

perfons as are allowed to have a voice in

¢ inanagement and direftion of :congregational or
temporal coficerns, according to the known cuftom and
ufage of their refpeftive denominations, or the faid bo-

dy pal

fion

itle or corporste fhall be chofen, and the fuccef-
, k Mp, ‘according to the rules, regulations and

{N&!R;ﬂm; may have been heretofore adopted and
» Or that be at the firft time of electing adopt-

ed anil‘sgteed upon by any
Or_congre

Sk cohg

1Y% thatevery trufiee of member of any co

chiirchy fociety or congregation; |
'y ot fenior min
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ga ! _
and provided alfo, ' belonging to the faid church, focicty or CORgre
er wm tlm'eﬂ:M &ﬁctl%crgthc faid Jands and tenements,

W i woy church, ‘fociety or con- " ¢hureb, chapel, meeting-houfe, or other ho

-

o

of them, that the proceedings have been legally and
uly conduéted ; and the faid plan or agreement, o
acknowledged and certified, fhall be filed by the faid
truftees with the clerk of the county court where the
faid church, fociety or congregation, or the greater
part of them, fhall refide, within fix months after
fuch acknowledgment fhall be ‘made, and the fame
fhall . be . reeorded in a book to be provided for thefe

{pecial purpofes at the expence of the feveral corpora-

tions-in that county whofe proceedings fhall be®fo re-
corded, and a copy of the faid proceedings, from the re-
cords thercof, under the hand of the clerk, and the pub-
lic feal of his office, fhall be of the fame force and effett
in every courtof law and equity within this ftate, as the
original proceedings would be if the {fame were pro-
duced in court, and the faid clerk fhall be entitled to
fuch fees for his fervices as are allowed by law for
fervices of the like' nature in matters belonging to his
office. - . - '
Ard be it enafted, That every corporation, or body

politic aforefaid, refpeétively, and their {ucceffors, or

the majority of them, by their namec of incorporation
aforcfaid, thall have fall power and authority to hold
and ufe one common feal, 'to appoint the times and
places of their mectings, and the number neceflary to
conftitute a quorum, and fhall morcover provide and
kecp a good and fufficient record book, and caufc to
be therein regiftered a fair account of all their pro-
ceedings, fubjeé, at all times, to the infpetion of
the feveral members of the church, fociety or congre-
gation, in whofe behalf the fame are refpettively en-

“tered, and the fame fhall be laid before a public meet-

ing, when thereunto required by any five or more of

-

the fame; and the faid truftces, or a majority of

‘them, fhall have full power, and authority to frame

fuch rules and ordinances for conduéting their con-
cerns, as may be ncceflary and convenient for accom-
plithing the end of their inftitution ; irow‘dcd always,
that nothing therein contained fhall be repugnant to,
but perfetly confiltent with, the conititution and laws*

of this ftate.

" And be it enafled, That all and every of the faid cor-

‘porations or ‘truftees, and their fucceflors, by sheir

refpeftive names or titles, fhall be-vefted with an
eftate, in fee-fimple, in all glcbe-lands, -and other
lands and tenements, and alfo it every  parionage

“church, chapel, meeting-houfe, or gther houtfe of wor-

particular church, fociety “fhip and burying-ground, belonging to, and in the

ion, for. ordering, direfting or managing,
. gational or temporal concerns ; provided
o it emt ration
| thall be of the fame peligious feét or denohni-

ufe of, the particalar church, fociety or congregation,

for which they are refpetively chofen as 3 body poli-

tic or corporate, and fhall’ alfo, by their refpettive
pames or titlcs, have abfolute property in all books,
late or other ornaments, and all goods and' chattels,
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fip, ad alfs' whether the fid books, plate and
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ven,” gran ’,0*;5?& &ly 1o the faid churéh
ociety’ or ‘copgregation, or to any perfon o perfons
in ttult, ‘to and for their ufe. ' . " pafgp g {

" Provided neverthe

rions . legal. right to

and be in the aétual’ pdfi"e!ﬂon"”c:ff;nf ﬁl%gh lands an

tenements, it fhall; and. may be lawful for any fogh
P‘{f?ﬁ} or perfons’ to declare, by an i’hlixun'ieﬁi'_ﬁin:_
writing,” tran{mitted to, tl}ci truftees or corporaticn of
the particular church, fotiety or congregation, of
which he, fhé or they, may be refpeétively members,
the ule or trult for which he, fhe or they, will poflefs
or'erjoy the fame ; and if any fuch pcrlgn:brfi)eﬂbnﬁ
wmf‘d‘éc"laré that he ‘fh,c or they, have held and ens
joyed the fame lands and tenements for the ulé of, of

in trult for, the particular church, {ociety or congres

gation, of which h¢} fhe or they, may be refpeétively
member$, and fhail be willing that the fame be applicd
to, and for the ufc and bewefit of, fuch parncular

church, fociety or congregation; then, and in fuch - e
<afe, the perfon or perfons, fo holding and enjoying 1}
the fame lands and tenements, fhall, by a deed of in=-

denture proper for fuch purpofe; convey and make

‘over to the truftees or body politic or corporate of fuch

particular church, fociety or congregatioh, the faid
lands and tenements to, and for the ufe and beneht
of, {uch ciiurch, focicty or congregation ; but if any

perfon or perfons fhall refuf® to make the dcclaration

aforefaid, or be unwilling to mdke any fuch eonvey-

ance of the faid lands and tenements; thén and in.

fuch cafe he, fhe ‘or they, fhall not be affetéd by the
operation of thisaét ; and the faid corporations or truf:
tees fhall alfo, By their {aid re{peétive names or tifles,
receive all debts due, or that fhall become due, to the
faid church or congregation, and fue for and recover

the {ame in any court of law or equity in' this ftate, in

the name, and for the ufe, of the faid church, fociety
or congregation, to which they refpeétivel¥ belong, as
trultces or a body politic or corporate. :

And, whercas the declaration / of rights pr‘ohibits

of lands, goods or chattels,’ except not more than two

acres of land for a church, mcetingshoufe or other -

houfe of worfhip, and for a burying-ground, without
the lcave of the legiflature ; Be it enalied, That eves
ry body pblitic or corporate aforefaid; and their
{ucceffors, or the major part of them, by ‘their ref-
pective names or titles, -fhall be able and eapable
in law to purchafe, hold, poffefs and enjoy, in fee
fimple, or for any other lefs eftate or citates, any
lands, tencinents, rents, annuities, or other here-
ditaments, within this'ftate, by the gift, grant; bar-
gain, fale, alienation, enfeofinent, or conhirmation of
any perion or perfons, bodies politic or corporate, ca<
pable in- law.to make the {fame, provided the fane be

made by indenture duly ‘acknowledged. and recoided
according to law, and fuch lands, tenements; rentsy

annuities, or other hereditaments, or any lcis eftates,
rights or interefts, of or in the fame, to grant; alien,
{ell or transfer, and alfo that every the faid corporation,
or body politic, and their fuccefiors, or the major
part of them, feverally by their faid relpeCtive names

.or titles, may take and reccive any fum or {ums of mo-

ney, any kind, manner or portion of goods and ehats
tels, that fhall be fald, given or bequeathel to them as
aforefaid, by any perfon or perfous, bodies politic or

corporate, capable im law to make a gift, fale or be< -

quelt thereof, and employ the fame for the benefit and
ufe of the particular c¢hurch, {ociety or cong_rtgan??,
whereunto they refpectivcly belong as a bedy politio
or corporate ; provided always, that the faid Requeits
be not made in the laft ficknefs of the teftator, and
provided alfo, that the clear yearly value of the mief«
{uages, houfes, lands, tenements, rents, annuities and
other hereditaments, interefts, property and cftate, real
and perfonal, of ‘what nature or kind foever, of any
particular corpotation whatever; or . their fucceflors,
{hall not exceed the fum of one thoufand pounds cur-
rent.money, and all gifts, grants and bequefts, made
to any body politic or corporate-aforefaid, or ther fuc-
ceflors, after the clear yearly value of their eftates, real
and perfonal, of what nature or kind foever, fhall
amount to the faid fum of one thoufand pounds cur=
rént money, and all bargains and purchafes to be made

by any truftees or corporation aforefaid, or their fucy

ceffors, which may increafe the yearly valud of the
f1id eftate above or beyond the ftandard aforefaid, fhall
be abfolutely void and of noné¢ cffet; and provided
alfo, that no corporation or body politic aforefaid, or
their f{ucceflors,

rent aosleys or ll, -alien or tran

" ¢hapel, me

burying-gtoun

all grant, alien, ell or transfer; fuch o
lands, tenements, annuities of transfer fuch lands; tes & S '
nements, atinuities or other  hereditaments, or any lefs. (EL o 8
eftates, rights ‘or_interefts in the fame, or difpofe of JETNE 4
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any fum -or fums of mency above twenty podnds eue- - = 0

el , Tha: If there be ah "ﬁ“ GR of .

-.'"‘.‘
BRF 1,
o

v g

evexy religious fcct, order: or denomination of chrif- 0
tians, as fuch, from receciving any {ale, glfl: or devife _ 5




