e ftate-hoafe, proper to obferve this falutars yrecaution, as there dersted flates, this evidence of mutu | |
r laft, are printed, chicfly, the legiflative power will befye';cluﬁv'el' lodged 1 modation ought rather o c::.:la:? :'f::f:::l
e eat (o oor (ubleribers & Retch the prefdent, femate, and refentatives of —spplasie, thun o wxeife Jenlouty and reproach. For
‘of the ex¢ {puech, deiivered by Mr. Wilfon, the United States. But this could not be an objett my part, my admiration can only be equalled by m
‘on that occafion. It i»s the firk authoritative ex. with the coanvention, for it muft natarally depend aftonithment, in beholding  fo perfeét a ﬁr{lemy
@lauﬁdﬂ of the principles of the new federal con- upon a-!-'nul‘c compaé&t, to which the citizens imme- . ed from fuch heteropéneous materials. .
 flitution, and as it mhy ferve to obviate fome ob- diately interefted will, apd ought to be parties; and  The next accafation I fhall confider, is that which
je&tions, which have been railed to that fyflem, there i1s no reafon to fufpeét that {o popular a privi-. reprefents the federal conftitation as not only calcu
we confider it fufficiently interelting for publicati- lege will in that cafe be negle@ed, In truth then, lated, but defignedly tramed, to reduce the ftate po.
 on in the prefent form, R the propofed fyftem poffefles no influence whatever vernments to mere corporations, and eventuall g'tc;
WHEEMECCO RDING to advertifement, a opon the prefs, and it would have been merely noga- annihilate them. Thofe who have employedhe
X % very grea concourfe of F“’gl‘ attended tory to have introduced a formal declaration upon ' 79
% A ¥ at the ftate-houfe on Saturday evening, the fubje@—nay, that very declaration raight have
L ¥ to fix upon a ticket of reprefentatives been conftraed to imply that fome degree of pow-
o for the enfaing general aflembly, er was given, fince we undertook to define its ex-
*"Mr. Nixon was chefen chairman, and Mr. Tench tent. | ' e
Coxe fecretary of the meeting, Another objeftion that has been fabricated againft
Mr. Jackfon having {poken, Mr. Gurney report- the new conftitution, is exprefled in this difingenuous
from a committee that had been previoufly ap- form—¢¢ the trial by jury is abolifhed in civil cafes.”
ointed, the following names, which were {zparately I muft be excufed, my fellow citizens, if upon this
fered to.the confideration of the citizens prefent, point, I take advantage of my. profeffional experi-

t€rm corporation upon this occafion, are not perhaps
aware of its extent. [n common parlance, indeed,
it 1s generally applied to petty affociations for the
eafe and conveniency of afew individuals; but jn

its enlarged fenfe, it will comprehend the govern-
ment of Pennfylvania, the exifting union of the
ftates, and even thigfrojg&cd fyftem 1s nothing more
than a formal a& of incorporation.  But upon what
pretence can it be alleged that it was defigned to an-
nihilate the ftate governments ?  For, [ will under-

ﬁt“ted. aret X
e conditions of

rts of townllli.
¢ 0ld either ep

iil_l:i:)d ::onm . ‘Mr. Wilfon then rofe, and Qelfverefd ahlo?gd ami therefore impraticable on that ground to have"nll:de theréfore if there is no legiflature, there can be no
eably to thidg quent {pecch upon the principles of the federal a general rule. The want of uniformity would have fenate. The houfe of reprefentatives, is to be com-
santy | sftitution propofed by the late convention. The rendered any reference to the pradtice ot the ftates pofed of members chofen every fecond year by the
ndeg & dollar py ines of this fpecch we fhall endeavour to lay be- 1dle and ufelefs ; and it could not, with any propri- people of the feveral ftates, and the ele@ors ir each
of the fécuriti Jllbore the, pablic, ;. t;ndillg to reflett lg;e;t l:fht upon :ty, ?’e ?ld thaht o tlie trial by jur)tr l‘liull bef :l' clr;t?- ftate fhall have the qualifications requifite for ele@ors
v B he intercking fubje@ now in geuneral difcaihon. ~fore,” fince there has never exiited any federal {yl- of the moft numerous branch of the ftate leoi
harges °£m M. Clugirma'u and &ﬂa{ygci;izem, tem of jurifpradence to which the declaration could ——gunlefs theretore, there is a ftate legiﬂiff:g at:;lr::
doftars 11 Tpeci Having received the honour of an appointment to relate. Befides, it is not in all cafes that the trial gualification cannot be afcertained, dnd the P‘;P“"l' ;
:’r':."g{";.?:"‘: prefent you in the late convention, it is perhaps, by jury is adopted in civil queftions, for caufes branch of the federal conftitution moft likewife be
-t I,_?. By (uf *_wmﬂiﬁhML'}‘SMLE&QLQLMEL%?EH - depending in_courts of admiralty, fi RSLMLMEQM& ~Exom this view. then, it is evidentlyrabfgrd oo o
xpoied to public whofe charafters and jodgments I fincerely rel- maratime captures, and fuch as are agitated in to fuppofe, that the annihilation of the feparate go. "
&, and who have arged, that this would be a courts of equity, do not require the intervention of vernments will refult from their wnion ; or, that
pey is to be pil per oceafion to lay before you any information that tribunal, How then, was the line of difcrimi- having that intention, the authors of the new fyftem
\ining two third ich will ferve to explsin and elucidate the princi- nation to be drawn ? The convention found the would have bound their connexion with fuch jndif-
s faje 5 on windh s and arrangements of the conftitution, that has talk too difficult for them, and they left the bufineis foluble ties. Let me here advert to an arrangement
' the treafurer of y {ubmitted to ghe confideration of the United as it Rands, in the falleft confidence that no danger highly advantageous, for you will perceive, without
e the perfon te es. L confels that [ am unprepared for fo extzn. could pofiibly enfue, fince the proceedings of the fu- prejudice to the powers of thé legiflature in the elec.
rom the cc;pmnf- ve and fo important adiﬂuiﬁcion; but the infidi- preme court, are to be fegulated by the congrefs, tion of fenators,~the people at large will acquire an
E';?;:: :db'ovz"fp, s attempts which are clandéftinely and indaltiiouf- which 1s a faithful reprefentation of the people ; and additional privilege in returning members o the
ed, and ehe o made to pervert and deftroy the new plan, induce the 0ppr¢_=ﬁion of government is effeltually b.}rred, .boufe of reprefc[}tuivcg.—:whcnag, by the prefent
fot ap for fak, * the more readily to gngage in its defence ; and by declaring that 1n all criminal cafes the trial by contederation, it is the legiflature alone that appoinis
\ be amrked ! ¢ impreflions of four months conftant attention to jury thall be preferved. _ the delegates to congrefs.
are or Gyo acrey fubjeét, bave not been fo eafily effaced as to  This conflitution, it has been further urged, isof  The power of diret taxation has likewife been
of each townhigleave me without an apfwer to the objections which a pernicious tendency, becaufe it tolerates a ftand- treated as an improper delegation to the federa! go=
e referved for fus ve been raifed. _ ing army io the time of peace —T'his has always vernment ; but when we confider it as vhe dury of
ainance of publi¢ It will be proper, however, before I enter into the been a topic of popular declamation ; and yet, I do that body to Provide for the nationahfafetv, to (u pPe
nps, and out of futation of the charges that are alleged, to mark not know a nation in the world, which has not found port the dignity of the union, and to dilcharge the
many lots of - leading difcriminasion between the fiate gonfti- 1t ncceflary and ufeful to maintain the appearance of debts contraéted upon the colle@ive faith of the ftates
:ll:'thilr‘d h;':" - tions, and the coufbvution of the United_Statcw ﬂteng_th ?n a feafon of tl}t. moft profound trauquillity, for their common benefit, it_ mult be ackno’,wledged,
et fhen the people eitablithed the powers of leglﬂation NO'I' 1s it a novelty ' with us; for undc!' the prefent _th-dt thofe upon vghog: f!ldl important ob!i‘gatmm are
ey sl det their feparate governments they invelled their articles of confederation, congrefs certainly poficles impofed, ought in juftice and in’ policy to poifefs
ale, and the fala bprefentatives with every right and authority which this reprobated power, and the exercife of that pow- every means requifite for a faithful performance of
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thelaccounts o

nd approved of—viz,
William Will,
Thomas Fitfimons,
George Clymer, _
acob Hilizheimer, g
ilbam Lewis, '

"On motion of Mr. Donaldfon, the citizens of the

fpelive wards were requefted to m:et on l:flonday

wing, to appoint proper’ perfons for making out

¢ cif;ulatinzprfuﬁcient nomber of tickets in fa-
of the above perfons. |

oy did not in explicit terms referve ; and therefore
n every queftion, rvefpeting the junfdiflon of
houle of aflembly, ¥ 'the frame of government
filens, the jurifdi@ion is efficient and complete.
tin delegating téderal powers, another criterion
8 neceflanly introduced, and the.congreffional au-
ority is to be collefled, not from tacit implication,
from the pofitive grant exprefled in the initru.
ent of ynion. Hence it is evident, that in the
kmer cale every thing which 1s not referved 1s
ven, but in the latter the severfe of the propofiti-
wails, and eveiy thimg which is not given, is

ence fo detet the fatility of the affertion. Let it be
remembered then, that the bufinefs of the federal
convention was not local, but general ; not limited
to the views and  eftablifhments of a fingle ftate, but
co-extenfive with the continent, and comprehending
the views and eftablithments of thirteen indépendent
fovereignties. When: therefore, this fubjelt was in
difcaflion, we were involved in difficulties which
prefled on all fides, and no precedent could be dif-
covered to direft out courfe. The cafes open to a
trial by jury differed in the different flates, it was

¢r is proved at this moment by her cantonments
along the banks of the Ohio, But what would be
our national fituation were it otherwife ? Every
principle of policy muft be fubverted, and the go
vernment muit declare war, before they are prepared
to carry it one Whatever may be the provocation,
however important the obje@ in view, and however
neceflary difpatch and fecrecy may be, Rill the de-
claration muft precede the preparation, and the ene-
my will be informed of your intention, not only be-
fore you are equipped for an attack, but even be-
fore you are fortified for a defence. The confe-

take to prove that upon their exiftence, depends the
exiftence of the federal plan For this purpofe, per-
mit me to call your attention to the manner in which
the prefident, fenate, and houfe of reprefentatives,
are propofed to be.appointed. The prefident is to

be chofen by ele@ors, nominated in fuch manner as

the legiflature of each ftate may dire@; fo that if
there 18 no legiflatore, there can be no ele@ors, and
coniequently the office of prefident cannot be fuppli-
ed. The fenate is to be compofed of two fenators
from each fate, chofen by the legiflature; and

their  truft. - But why fhould we be alarmed with
vifionary evils? I wili venture to predi&t, that

the great revenue of the United States muff, and al-

ways will be raifed by impoft, for, being at once le(s
obnoxiows, and more productive, the intereft of the
government will be beft promoted by the accommo-
dation of the people. Still, however, the objeéts of
dire@ taxation fhould be within réach in all cafes of
emergency ; ‘and thereis no more reafon (o appre,
hend oppreifion in'the mode of collelling a reve., ue,
from this fourée, than in the form of an impott,
which, by univerfal affent; is left to the avtherity of

¢s-06-Congesin’ ¥ed. This diftinfion being recognized, will quence is too obvious to require any further c_lelinea- the federal ggvernment. In either cafe, the force of
), g roith an anfwer to thufe who think the omiffion of tion, and no man, who regards the dignity and civil inftications m.l_l: be l'{kq-llite {0 the purpofe ;
gid . Commrities il of rights, a delell 10 the propoled conitituti. f_&fety of his country, can deny the neceflity of a mi- apd the d!'“é of !mhta_ry violence, which has been
as. the:mat i 1t for it would have been fuperfluous and abfurd litary forge, under the control and with the reftriti- afliduoufly dl_ﬂl"mm_atq_d,_ muft eventually prove the
will enable thelBNED have flipulated with a federal body of our own Ons which the new conftitution provides. mere effufion of a wild imagipagi@n. or a fa&ious
MECOme necehar tation, thag we "ﬂ“!d enjoy thofe privileges, of Perhaps there never was a charge made with lefs fpirit. But the i:_alutary confcqu-nces that muft flow
g thefe {ADEY BERhich we are not diveled either by the intention or reafons than that which predi€ls the inftitution of a from thes en_;bhn‘g the goverament %j receive and
s ""-*Wf" : a®, tkat has brought that body into exiftence. baneful ariftocracy in the federal fenate. This bady fapport the credit of the union, will afford another
’};:L P‘&m; inftanve, the liberty of the prefs, which has branches into two charalters,- the one legiflative, anfwer to the 051_3511999 upon this groqnﬂ. The
P g A ¥0 & copious fource of declamation and oppofition, and the other executive. - ‘In its legiflative cha!a&er ftate of Penul:ylvahu' particularly, which has encum-
Jhired, to.rgnig ' control can proceed from the federzl govern- 1t can effelt no purpole, without the co-operation of bered itielf w;tll the aﬂ‘i!qpt_;_o_n of a great proportion
ts, within,, thi gat to. fhackle or dedtroy thas facred palladium of the houfe of reprefentatives, and in its executive of the public debf, wnl! derive confiderable relief
dte ; at the i BRtiona) . freedom 2 If indeed, a power fimilar to charader, it can accomplith po object, without the and advantage; ‘for, as it was the imbecility of the
‘be commenct BRAt which has been granted for the regulation of €oncurrcnce of the preﬁd;l;t. ‘Thus f“:‘emfdif'l do 'lrrefert con;&de;alﬁnqg,zhlch ga;rle rife to the I:'uml..
o e nmerce, had beem prasted to regulate literary not knew any aét which the fenate can of itfelf per- ing law, that law mult naturally expire, when a
o o Wcatio:u, it would ?:uc been as f:ccﬁ‘try to fli- form, and fuch dependence neceflarily precludes eve- gompetent and emergic federal {yflem fhall be fubftis
ommiinont late that the Jiberty of the prefs thould be pre- ry idea of influence and faperiority. But I will con~ pd—the ftate will then be' dilcharged from an ex-
Pty rved inviolate, as that the impoft fhould be general fefs that in the organizatioan of this body, a com- inary burthen, and the national creditor will ind
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it gptration., With sefpeét likewife to the par-
Pular diftri@l of ten miles, which is to be made the

At of federal governament, it will,undoubtedly be

promife between contending interefts 1s difcernable ;
ahd when we reflct how various are the laws, com-

me:ce, habits, populatien, and extentof the confe- ordinary or unexpeficd, that the senititution oftgred

40 be his intereft to retory to hisoriginal fecurity.
‘Ahur all, my fellow-gitigens, it is neither extrs-




