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To ARISTIDES

N your laft addrefs to the orple of
‘e Muryland, you have been p eafed to
| %@ take fome notice of Publicola. .Tbc
% rgnt ot the people to inftra@ their de-
o 9’5 legates, bad always appeared to me an

Q’.‘{ fate guard of public liberty I mot orly
m;no: it as a fpeculative opinion, of individuals
mmir clofets ; but hiftary told me of its be-
i Jauslly excrcifed in all countries, and all
s roments, where the people had a fhare in legif-
gyn by delegates Qe reprefetatives, and when I

..l-d'you and a fel others among us, afferting
ké.";.,emdo{lrine, I confidered! it as a .danierous
. :‘ gpon the rights of my fclluw-cm_zen y and
;:dort‘made fome animadve:ficns upon it.

But it was your duty, you fay, as agnara'mn'of
th cor ftiturion, to protelt againft what ycu conceiv-
,j‘. m it dangerous innovation. This, Sir, feems
p me to be another new-fangled do&{me. 1 wonderr
yiatitis that has made you a guardian of the con.
Loation, to prefeft in meavs papers againit what you

May

and paffion. Of all topics, I know of none fo
likely to enflame the minds of men, and raife their
pallions as queflions touching the liberties of the
people; and the records and annals of England tell
us, that when judges once enter the lifts as partizans
of power, they foon become p1:/itutes upoo the
bench, and £¢ infiruments ta execute the moft wicked
and atrocious purpofes.

You coile&, you fay, from the whole of my pub-
lication, that [ afferted that ** Mr Locke, lord
Molefworih, and Mr. Trenchard, maintained with
their pens the right of binding &y infirudicns; that
Mr Hambden aud lord Ruflel maintained it with
their blood ; and Mr. Algernon Sydney with both.”
This collection of yours, Sir, is nothing more than
the work of a prolific fancy; indeed there is fo
little ground for it, that I am almoit led to think
ft a ailful miflreprefentation.

Having fabricated an affertion for me, you then
proceed to expofe it. *“ In a popular harrangue
this affertion might not furprife ; committed to wri-
ting, publifhed :o the world, and open to examina-
tion, there is no excufe cr palliation for it, ex ent
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the paffages
rial pafages.

Remember the queftion berween
the right or firce ot inttructions from a garticulart
county, city, or borough, but upon the yiphs ard
Serce of tbe national woice copmunicated anc ‘gecla-ed
tothe legiflature by memerial, remonjirace + 1nsTRUC-
TioN, from every county, city, and borouyr, or the
majority of the naticn. 'The acjournment ot the
houfe of delegates was, not $0 take the fenfc judge-
ment and infreions of a particular ceurty, oot 10
take the fenfe, jndgment and juttieéti n. of every
ceurty, The right of judgmemt, which the ;0.6
retain on the cttavlitiment of civil govrrnmcn; and
which prefides and watches over the lcglﬂax:vr‘cxer-
cife of the powers communicated, anc de.ides in alf
cafes, whether#thefe Fowers are preperly or inipro-
perly executed, dwells not in the peop e (.fapgrn'-
¢xlar county, city, or borough, but in the rec, ie of
every couaty, city, ot boroug, or a mujorir:y of
tnem.

As to .the force of inftrofion) from
sounty gLy, or bor lugh 1w B gl ad

you cited, and that there are cther mate-
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L ::(’ho:f ofice. Bat youm ytell me, theoach of allegi-

sece, which you alfo take, binds you to defend the ryland, they are my afic tion§ and declarations, repre sntatives mot only for rhs county,

it the guardtan 0 3 5
i‘.:a“c;:;tt;:persf why then every conttable in the
fate, and every cryer of—the courts, and the very
¢xerkeepers of tne general affembly, are equally
vih.you guardians of the contlitution ; for they all

ke the tame oath of allegiance.” Trthe exereife vf -

fre you, no daubt you have grest and exieufive

poutre 5

joaare only a private citizen,

but as to queitions not before-you judicially, -
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mmifion as-ajudge, norcan tfinditin your no’objections to your expefing your cwn afler-

tions and declarations ; but to tell the people of via-

—TOny IEvVe-been enteriained by aiffcrent wiiter. ;p.
The reprei nta-ives there for g

on the fubjedt.
county, city, or borough, aie 1a:d by fome to he

ttir ATt weutTadsin 0 tter.
1 cited theilluftrious names of Locke, Molefworth,

"Trenchard, Hambden, . Ruffel, and Sydney, to

maintain the followirz poiitions.,
1t That all legflaave power is a grans of the

péuple, and atruf for thir welare andrhappinefs,~ ~hetion that- the reprefentatives o ac
yoryudicial authority, upon fubje@s judicialiy be-"~ - zdly. That tha people are the judges whether chis Ieprefentatives of the avbo/s naticn—

truft was properly or iinproperly executed,.. ...

itg, becaufe they are parsial

an exclufive abj:lae right of einding its own
feniatives by inuruclions, and rejeit ¢
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“'made that the peuple of a particuiar county
It bowever the title perly exccuted, they might go even to the extreme an abfolute conciufive rigit to inttru che se. referia *
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fzers and pleaies you ot b.ing a gwardiun of the of refuming the powersor government, if ether means tatives of that county, admits the binding firce of

erititution, to protg? in meaws papers, you may take
4, and fo may tne cryer of your court, forwhat [
tare abcut it ik )
Youa were not, you fay, patticularly interefled in
te quetion. Now I think )on/zv'cre particularly in-
weited ; for if 1 mitake not, the peoples initruc-
feos were to have been Biven wpon the bill for a
peer emiffion ; and by the provifions of it, the
sfcers falaries were to bepaid in that money. You.

sere a3 much difinterzfled epoa the fuoje&t, as you "

were upon other matters, in which you have dif-
Puyed your patrictifm, by memcrials and pam-
alets. A
; Bat, except 6n important occafiens, a man that.ap.
Flies to the people for inttruetions, will be decmed,
You {ay, a promoter of fedition, or what St Paul calls
“ a pellilent fcliows” | would afh. who are to
jedge what are. important occafions # 1 beg pardon ;
o be fare the guardian of the conttitution to proreft
iz e gapirs, munt be the judge; and as you, Sir,
bive alieady determined; that the diftseflcs of the
- people as to-thbir taxes-and-debts, -and-the waysaad
Beats propofed for their reiief, were uot a fubjeét
inportant enough to be laid betore the people for
thtir infire@ions, why then every delegat., who ap-
plied for fach infiruttions, was a promoter of fediticn,
Srwhat you fay,” St. Paul cally ¢¢ a pettilent fellow”

When judge Jcfiries, that bloody mcoler, butchered to be put upon me ! What mifnformaticn did I give **

td mordered the dilultrious Sydney and lord Rufe
&, and other patriots, his butcheries and murders
veredefended by perverting the doétrines of St. Paul ;
_hen- bipoty and zeal flames of
ToRT, ke, hire and faggot, were defended

7 the like perverfion-of the doétrine of St Piul ; and
¥hen members of the houfe of delegates are to be
Buked and branded;as—premeters of jedition and pe-
_ flexs Sfellrwi—we-fee-a—judge—of-shegeneral court of
Miryjang mangling—St—Paul—in-like manner, and

xi‘g the like picus application of bis wri- fruding, then you cut about,

ttution and form of government fays,
84t cur judges ought to be karned in the law, and
i'“\dtd with liberas falaries ;" but for men not
vened in the lazy, no falary at all is provided. A
Rée who, perpetually dabbles in politics, and
ff"ndt.hi: time in writing laborious notes, Jatorious
S¢morials, laborious pamphlets, and other laborious
Petlications, mut fina it, [ think, very difficult to
Tquire and retain fuch & knowlcdge of the law as
4 Yation requires, ~0
Of all men in the community, a judge ought
R be the moft dilengaged, from the agitations
v private :r _poblic difcafiions, b
.4183, decides upon the lives, prcperty and li-
";‘:‘ of his fellow-citizens and I:i,t ?: impaflible
% Bold the fcaley of jutiice with a fleady hand, when
{%gmeat is Yook by ite akaults of prejudice
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of redreis were ineffe€tual. -

the propriety of-the affemoly’s-adjourning to take—tives—of -a county being—thereprefertatives—cf the
whole nation, inifirutions frem a particuizr county,

the fenfe and juagment of the +rople, upon the
meafures protoizd by the houfe of delegates,
and rejected by the fonate.litherefore became ma-
terial to eftabl fh the principle, that the people are
the rightful jadges of the good or bad tendency of all
public meafures To maintain this principle, I
cited the above auchorities,”and | hope-you will ad-
mit they are directly in' point. I afterwards fhewed,
that the right of interierence by in/rucricns, was a
ratural and neceflary refult frum t.e principle or
right of judgrment Not that thele pat:iots emp'oyed
their pen» ana blood 1n defence of the particular right
sf inflrudirg, but in defence of prnnciples, from
which I contended, the right ot inftruél'ng refuited
as a plain and natural ccnfiquence.  Aud before [
have cone, Sir, [think I fhall oblige you to coniefs
it by fair argument. . =

But you hzve infulted it feems the memorv of
Sydney, and ycu have thought proper to beg par-
don of his illuftrious fpirit. May the illuirious
fpirit of Sydney, you fay, forgive the i, jury which
from the mifinfarmaticn ot Ifu.lnco:a, you lately of-
fered to his ‘memory. [ think the afking of pa-don
was the lealt you could do. But why is the blame

you ? 1 abioluely deny giving you any; you again
mifreprefent me, and feem to furget the obligations
of truth and detency.

Mr. sydney was in favour of the right of infirulling,
you i);-r.mc{‘.ialely iofulied him ; flc was then no
doubt a premoter of Jidition, OF what you fay St. Paul
calls ¢ a pethilent feilow.” But when upon reading
a paffage in iis—writings

[

;—which-you donotunder- ¢

inttrutions from every county, or the majority of
The great chj:tt of my publication, was to prove the peopie; for the cbjection is thet tie re retenta-
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can only te the inftructions of the minorizy. But put
the cfe of inftructicss tron every county, or from the
majerity ot te people, and then the otj &isn Ceafes,
and the inttro@ticns aie aéplare and conclufive.
Among the number ot writers, who are of cpi-
nion that the reprefentatives of a county, are the re

prefeutatives of the whole nation, is Mr. Sydney,
And upon chis principle it is that he c. rfiders the

opinions of the eleCtors of a parsicular county v hén
communicated to the reprefeatatives of that ciunty,
as a proper interferénce for intormation; but rot as
an abjoiute and conclufive infiruBiox.  Take now the
paflage you cited :

¢« Every county, fays Mr. Sydney, does nnt make
¢ 2 giflin& bedy, having in itfelf 3 fevareign poaver g

——— 4 but it is 2 member of :hat great Loy which-com

“'precerds the whole nation. 1t 15 not therefore
¢ 1or Kent, or Suffex. or Lewes, or Maidit. r.c, but
¢ the whoie nation, (hat h2 m-meis choien jn
¢¢ thefe places are feat to ferve in parii.men:. And
¢t though it be fit for them as friends] an¢ niigh-

brurs, fo far as may be to hcarken he opinion
¢ ot the ele@ors, for the information of their judg.
ment, and to the end that what tiey thall fay, be
¢ of more weignt, when every on:is known not

¢ to fpeak his own thoughts orly, but thofeora =

¢« greater sumber of men, yettney are not tri&ly and
. clefs the whote bedy—of the
¢ nation for which they Icrve, and who-are—eqmatt

¢ concerned in their refolutions could be affembled,
¢« This being impra&icatie, the whole pun thm nt
to which they arc fubje®, if rhey betray their truf,

ftand, you thoughr—hrw:-agﬂmm'n'gwirfmm; infamy,_hatred, and 2n affurance of be-
’ Vo

rict, and you bring him forward before the
%r::;lﬁaof ’Marylind as gan vfirious advocare for
you. Ibelieve, Sir, you muft once moie cut §b0ut,
and confider Mr. Syc‘ney,n—;y(_nﬂ'mmgmally to
tave dooe, a premater of fediticn, OF what you fay
St. Paul calls ¢ a peflilent fellows fo'r ahh9ugh
Mr. Svdney did not fall a martyr upon the particular
point of inflrudicz, por was quoted by me for that
purpcl{, yet 1 affere he exprefaly maintains the peo-
ples right to inftru, and tells us in the moft ex-
plicit terms that the people of Efxglgnd enjoy this
1ight, and have never parted with it by their own
confent, not Tufiered it to be taken from them by

The charattes—force or any other unjuftifable means.

is this pofible you may afk, confiderin
theBu;:flI")a:cIs’ you }‘:avc cited from Mr. Sydaey, an
which you fay are all the material paffages upon the
fubjett, Ianfwer and fay, you did not underfand
b4

and extol him fora ** ingTeje€ted, when they fhall aga

It is remarkable however,—that—when-you-thought— ‘- properly obliged to give an accotint of theie
: aficns to ary, uc

g b
ey
C

e

oy

sl

DoAY Pt i =

T~

ears

in feek the fame

me .y 2 agn

¢¢ honour,” 7

Mr. Sydney, it is plain fpeaks in this paffage of
the force of intruicns, from thé people ot a parsi-
cular ccunty, to the reprefentatives ot fuch ciunty,
and confi.crs (uch infirutions oot abfolutely conclufive,
becaufe the perfons chofen are not «nly reprefentae
tives for the county, but the whole natior.

It is material to confider what led Mr. Sydney to
mezke the remarks and obfervations in_the paffige
cited. Mr. Filmer, a miniftérial partizan had pub-
lithed a book in which he aﬂ’ermf, *¢ that the peo-
ple of England muft enly cbeose, and truft thofe whom
they choofe, to do as3bey liff.”

Mr. Sydney devotes a whole chapter in refutation
of this very flavith pofition, which, Sir, is rauch

like your own pofition. He replics and fays, *¢ This

¢« is ingenioufly concluded 3 1 take what fervane §

«¢ pleaie, and when I have taken him, I puft (oleg -
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