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over ottered it, and there {s & monfirous mifreprefen.
tation, whether wilful, or -otherwife, I cannot dive
into men’s hearts to Jetermine.

On, the 13th of March, 1733-4, 8 motion was
made in the houfe of commons, for leave to bring in
a billffor repraling the feptennial a&, and for the
more{frequent meeting and calling of parliament.
After much debate, Mr. Willes, at that time attor-
mey-general, and fince a moft eminent chief jultice
of the common bench, fpoke agiinft the motion ;
and, in the courfe of his harangue, delivered the
following fertiments : 0y 4
¢ That we all have a dependenceon the people for
our eleftion, is what I fhall readily grant; but
after we are chofen, and have taken our feats in
tu1s nonfe, we kave no longer any dependence up-
on our eleftors, atleaft, in fo far as regards our be-
kaviour here. Their whole power is then devolved
* upon u+; and we are, in every queftion that comes
before this houfe, to regard only the public gooa
¢ in gencral, and to determine according to our
¢ own judgments. If wedo not, if we are to de-
¢t pend upon our conftituents, and to follow blindly
¢ the inftruflions they fend us, we cannot be faid to
¢ aft freely ; norcan fach parliaments be called free
¢ pariiaments. Such a dependence would bea moft
¢ dangerous dependence. [t woula in my opiniun,
s8¢ ke more dangerons and of wvor/e confequence than a de-
¢ pendence mpem the crewn; for, in a dependence on
& tue crown, wecan f:€ no danger, as long as thein-
st tereft of the crown is made the fame with that of
the people 5 which every man muft allow to be the
¢¢ cafe at prefent ; whereas the peop'e of any county,
¢+ city or boroagh, are very liable to be m:fl<d, and
¢ may be often induced to give inftru@i-.ns direétly
e contr ry to the integelt of their country.”

Sir John Barnard, Ygs he well might) profeffed,
that this doltrine app€ared to him to bs new. Sir
‘William Yonge fupported Mr. Willes, denying
that the do&trine ot independence was either new or
extraordinary. The fa& was, the latter part of Mr.
Willes'’s fpeech had given offence; and Sir William
Wyadham, at the fame time that he condemned it,
made a kind of apology for the learned fpeaker. his
words are thefe:

«* What the worthy gentleman under the gallery
8¢ _(Sir-John-Barnard) took notice of was an exprefion
¢¢ that fell from the learned gentleman, (Mr. Wilies)
¢ I dare fay wizhout defign. He faid that we were
¢¢ to have no dependence upon our conftituents. He

o went turther. He faid it was a dangerous depen-
¢1_dence. Nay-he wentfurtherfill,-and-faid-i--was

wroaght a thotoogh conviltion in my mind ; and I
have never yct heard ought but declamation and
fophifiry to refute them.

But leaving the conftitution of England and the
opinion of its writers out of the queltion—in all go-
vernments by’ reprefentation, the people are (aid to
poffefs an inherent right of direting and binding
theifdelegates. 1 have confulted the moft app-oved
modeJn writers of all countries on the law of nature
and nations. In thefe I find, in my favour, a great
variety of general pofitions, which the !imits of a
news-paper will not permit me to tranfcribe. They
uniformly ftate the rights of the people, as1 have'
dooe, In not one of them, can I find any fupport of
the right in queftion. ~Say then, that you difregard
all authority and lilten only to reafons, from what-
ever ‘quarter they fhall come. This is exallly as [
with ; and [ truft, that by this time, you aré difpof-
ed to examine the queftion with coolnefs and can-
dour. Read then the eflay + which [ have before re-
commended, €ggyattend to the following confider™
ations.

When the legiflative power is in the people at
large. it is truly the government of the people, or a
ftrict democracy. When the focieiy enters into a
folemn compa&, prefc-ibing modes of eleQion by the
people, whereby a fele@ body or two, or more fele@t
bodies, fhall be for ever kept up, to legiflate for the
people, this is another form of government. It is
the government by reprefentation. But it notwith-
ttanding this compa& remain unbroken, the pco-
ple may deliberate for themfelves, and prefcribe
laws ; it is ngain the government of the people, con-
fiunded with the government of reprefentation, or
properly no rezu'ar government at all, It is indeed
potlible, that a government by reprefentation may
exift, with an exprefs article of the compa&, that in
certain cafes, the fenfe of the people thall be taken
in a manner prefcrived, and fhall lay the foundation
of alaw, But to fay, that without this pofitive pro-
vifion, in a government by reprefentation, the peo-
ple may ftill deliberate and prefcribe what muft be
obeyed, and that nothwithftanding the regular go-
vernment fhall, at the fame time fubfift, 1s to fay,
that a thing is, and is not, it is to fay, that a go-
vernment by reprefentation cxfy, in fpite of the moft
folemn compat, cannot exiit. It is, in fhort, to
utter the moft inexplicable nonfenfe, inconfiiency
and abfurdity.

That the people in a government by reprefenta-
ticn, cannot, on any. particular occafion, legiflate
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% mers dangerens.than @ dependence on the crown.  This
* my worthy friend took: notice of, and, wnt.h his
¢ yfual modely, called it a new doftrine, Itis Sir
# not only a new do ine, but it is the m:? mox-
o fireus. the moft flavifh doflrine that wvas over beard,
¢ and juch a dofirine as I bope no man aviil ever dare
¢ 10 jupport awithin thefe walls, 1 am perfuaded the
¢ learned gentleman dic not mean, what the words
* he happened to make ufe of, feem to import ; for,
though the people of a cuunty, city or borough,
¢ may be mifled, and may be induced to give in-
fire@tions contrary to the true interelt of their
*¢ country, yet [ hope he will allow, that, in_times
o paft, the crown has been oftener mrﬂ_ed ; and cona
¢ fequently we muft conclude, that it is more apt to
8¢ be mifled, in time to come, than we can fuppole
the people € be.” »

For this bi“hn‘ml account, I am irdebted to the 3d
yolume of Chandler’s debates, and thall leave it to
gy readers to make the proper refledtion. ”

On the firft fubje& of the binding force of inftruc-
tions, I confefs that Sir Edward Coke, Mr. Sydney,
judge Blackftone, Mr. de Lolme, and Dr. Franklin,
are the only authors- I have perufed, who before the
-prefent difpute have maintained the negative. But
sy reading is exiremely confined, and I poffefs not
the faculty of intuition. My reading is indeed fo
limited, that I have rever feen a fingle book afferting,
sither dirc@ly or indire®ly, that in a legiflature by re-
prefentation, the people may prefcribe laws, and their
delegates are bound to obey. The lex parliamentaria
has a chapter on the rightof electars ; but neither in
that, nor any other chapter, is the point even men-
tionrd. .Iagsin call for any known book on the
Englith conftitdjon or law, or for even a refolve of
the houfe of commons, in fupport of the doec-
trine. ’ -

I know that membess of parliament have fome times
petired for the purpofe of taking their conftituers
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for-themlelves-advantageoufly, is owing to the fame
reafons, that, in the beginning, recommenced the
government by reprefentatios, in preference to the
government of the people at large, In no cafe, can
the people be all gathered together at one fpot. It
is agreced on all hands, that men in a remote corner
of the ftate cannot fo well judge, what will fuit-the
fociety, as when they are corvened at the capital
from every part, and hear all that can be urgeion
every fide. Itis agreed likewife, that men in gene.
ral, cannot, in any place, fo well judgt as thofe,
who are feleCted from their fellow-citizens, on ace
count of fuperior talents, and devote their.atten-
tion to the public affairs, It cannot be denied, that
undue influence will ever be excrted in obtaining
what is called the people’s fenfe ; and it is impoffi-
ble, that every .man can be gnalified to decide nice
queftions of policy.

Ii is alleged, that, if your reprefentatives are in-
dependent in their votes, they will become your
mafters,—Strange it is, that no mediom can be
found between implicit obedience and arbitrary
fway ! The feveral conftitutional reftritions on the
power of the legiflature, and the mode of appoint-
ing your reprefentatives, have not furely been at-
tended to. For violating their duty, they cannot
expst, at the end of the year, otherwife than to be
ditmiffed with difgrace ; and, as a part of the peo-
ple, they are themf(elves to fuftain, in the beginning,
the mifchicfs originating from the bad laws they
ena&. There is no power in the ftate capable of
corrupting either branch of the legiflatare—W hil
left at perfe& freedom to a&t as a check upon eac
other, youor liberties can incur no ritk, unlefs y
cun fuppofe them' guilty of undae combination ; &nd
then that fatal period has arrived which demands
your interference. I fhould not be furprifed/if the
patriots in England, beholding the baneful idfluence
“of the miniftry, obtained by—bare‘aced bribery and
corruptioa, fhould fomefimes contend Tor & do&rine,

w;‘Ould tender the eonfkitation s jumb] .
fikency and contradi@ions. N o

Y ARISTI]
Annapolis, April 1, 1787, Py

, To the PEOPLE of MARYLAND,

AT atime when the diftreffes which prevail
pear to be increafed by paffionate difputes refpeq;
a fyftem of relief, it may not be deemed prefumpig,
ous in g fellow-citizen to propofe his plan, or folic
the adoption of the fchemes of others ; that a lead
by withdrawing the people from the meafures whick
at prefent embarrafs tieir opinions, their tem g
may be foftened and their minds better enabls "
confider and determine what 10 do. With this view
the author of this addrefs, who feels himfelfineres,
od in the welfare and happinefs of the fate, 5oq
wifhes to (ge its inhabitants unanimous in every com,
mon caufe, and cheerfully enjoy the bletfings of g
free government, begs leave to propofe a plan fop
the circulation of money, which he thinks will jufil
fy this falutary pofiion—That it will benefit the cj.
tizens in general, be a faving to the fate, and injare
no individual. The defires of the people ought tg
be attended to, and alfo gratified, if it can be doay
with fafety.

There are in the hands of fev:ral perfons, or iy
feesle circuiation, a number of certificates, fpecir,.
ing a promife of the fate to pav to the holder. theip
refpettive amcunts at a limited perisd, with an ane
nual intereft in the muan while. A fufficient portina
of property is pledged for the redemptisn of the
principal, and an additional tax of 2/5in the hup.
drea is appropriated for th: yearly payment of the
interefl.  This is the predicament in which they
ftand in general at prefent, and they compofe a coge
fiderable part of what is called the itate debt, |

The amount of thefe certificates can be eafly af.
certained by the inquiry of the general aflembly,—
To render my meaning clearly underftood, for thiy
is more my obje&@ than the ornaments of ttyle, Iwill
fuppofe they amount to £. 180,000, and the intered
thereon due at prefent to (. 20 ceo, making togt.
ther the fum ot £ 200.c08. 1 will alfo fuppofe tke
fum ot £. 200,000 to be wanting in the fate as a fufi.
cieut medium, in addition to wonat is now in circulte
tion, to anfver the common purpofes of the people,

et that fum be ftruck in paper bills of credit in ke
ufual form, fpecxfying a promife to pay the bearer
the amount in fpecie in a limited time.-fay fix yean,
and lodged in the proper office for emifion. Letthe
funds, which are now pledged for the redemp-ion of
the certificates, remain pledged for the redemptica
of thefe bills, Let the holders of thefe certificates,
at the:r election, prelent the fame to the proper ofe
ficer, for the purpofe of having them exchanged for
the bills propufed to be emitted: Let the oficet
cunt up the principal of each certificate, and in.
tereft then due, and pay the bearer the amount in
thefe bills, and wholly deftroy the certificate ree
ceived. Let a certain portion of the annual affefle
ment—fay one fifth, or one fixth, be payable in
thefe bills, and that portion be deftroyed as foon as
it is received into the treafury, in order to reduce,
as much as pofliale, the amnunt of this part of the
flae debt in the mean while. If the certificates in
the flate fhould amount to more than the fum fup-
pofed, then let the neceffary medium be apportioned
upcn the amount of the principal and intereft of all
the certificates; and let the exchange of bills be
made of the proper proportion of each certificate,
ard a new ceriificate for the balance, fimilar ta the
old one, be delivered to the bearer.

By a plan of this kind, it appears to me, that the
holders of thefe certificates would derive an advans
tage in the immediate ufe of the billy received i
excnange, far more valuable than the expeQation of
the future benefits which they have in contempla.
tion : Money would circulate by falutary degrees,
and reward the induftry of our virtuous citizens9
The future intereft of thefagertificates would be ea-
tirely faved to the flate¥™nd an opportunity be
given of leflening the public debt, and thus anie
mating the hopes of a defponding people. That
part of the a&t of aflembly which impofes the addie
tional tax of 2/6 in the hupdred, chiefly for the pure
pofe of paying the intereft on thefe certificates, might
of courfe be repealed, and thereby more eafe be gires
to the barthens of the peopls. -

It may be obferved, that thefe certificates areat

opinion. On certain occafions it is faid, the whole which might.if eftablithed by law prevent fome of /prefent fomewhst depreciated, notwithftanding they

houfe has done fo. This appears from Sir Edward the evils, ariling from the improper duratiod of

or lord Coke’s inftitutes. There may be fometimes

reat propriety in this condu&.  The happinefs of
t‘he people being the true end of all juft government,
an attention fhould ever be paid to their fentiments
and feelings. That a reprefentative fhould yield
them a blind obedience, you percélve, on a fingular
occafion; harbeen denied by Tome men in the Britith

parliaments ; but there is no good reafon whatever
for eftablithing this do&rine in Maryland,

The moft certain way of examining all propofizions
is to trace the confequences of their admiffion. My pro-
pofition cannot be wicked, becaufe, if admitted, it will
promote ORDER and GOOD GOVERNMENT,
and can do no harm. It cannot be flavith ; becaufe

Soufe of commons j and it avas xet thex fupported bry‘/il_lv_iﬂnr@‘to preferve unimpaired our free and hap-

others. Perhaps it never was. It is denicd by M
8ydney,® one of the greateft advocates for equal liber-
ty that England ever produced. Ititisdenied by

larly concerned in the queftion. Before the prefent
gonftitation was even in embryo, his arguments

. Mgllbo illafirions fpirit of Sydugy forgive that in-
bis wemoy 4. -
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ydge Blackftone; not-fo remarkable indeed either-

for profeflions, or deeds of patriotifm, but of the firft It js flavith, becaufe it tends to confer the heightof "nity, whofe moft perfe@t punQuality no in babitant
repatation for {cience and ingegrity, and not particu- power on a fingle branch, and thereby to encoarage Wwill doubt—

Py conftitution. There is howsver enough to jaf-
tify my calling the oppofite do&trine wicked, flavith
and abfurd. It is wicked, becaufe if eftablithed, it
muft~introduce diforder, riot and arbitrary fway—

the moft fatal defigns.—And it is abfurd, becaufe it

are fubftantially funded. This circemftance is pro-
bably not fo much owiag to a want of confidence 18
the ftate, as to the peculiar predicament in which
they remain—a predicament which would perhaps
affe@ the credit of fimilar fecurities in almoft any
government. They arein general iffued for the pay-
ment of /arge fums, and are therefore not fufficiently
negotiable; and have a difans time of redemption,
and are therefore for the prefent of no valuable mo-
ment, by being fcarcely ufeful to the owner, Placs
the debt of the fafeft citizen in the fate in the fame
fituation, and even &5 bond would be fold at a dife
count. Suppofe me the wealthieft man in the comme~

fuppofe me - indebtad. to my.neighbost.
by bond, in the fum of £. 100, payable in fix years
to come ; and you will eafily.believe, that thiy boad .

t Perbaps it may h"uq[uyﬁr ms to remove in- would be paffed beneath its valueg becaufe the pre=

dilicate fufpiciess.

to me. 1 dickare, that 0w mot awbe wvee 1be

_ b, anémails mach 10 by informed,
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9 bas ;['c‘]. was by many.alegibed-fent ufe of a fmaller fum would be more prokitable to

my creditor than the poffeflion of the fecurity; which.
weald ealy yisld him the commen iatecod, sad 3@
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