Whethe tax (h!l be raifed upon property adminiftef, and retarn to the mext coufity court)
hether dbeda el fuch juﬁic; thall iTae his warraet, and theigby au-

thorife ard dire&@ fuch fheriff to exccute foch inhabi. fhall be paid b .
tant or his‘goods or effeéls, and fuch fheriff fhall parith, and foch other minifiers aforefaid, as near
make cxecution th.erefor without any fee; and if fach
inhabitant will give the fheriff fufhicient

in general, or in any other mooe, will be ma-
turely confidered by your reprefentatives, when
thzy fhall have further opportunity of confulting
iuu thereon.  Let what is beft upon the whole

.
a =

the juftices of the courty court, at their £t fefioy
after the twentieth day of O&tober in ev i
their order to_ the minifiér of the

as can be eftimated, i proportion to che duty feve.
fecurity for rally done by thm,, :ndp o

¢ done. Your reprefentatives will noty they Ly ment “he fhall take the fame, and nut procecd to Whom they asg engaged to officiate: Provided, that

cannot, do any thipg injurious to your interefty cxecute the faid perfon or his efedts.

which is inieparanle froin their own.

The great and almoft only point is—*¢ W he-
ther or not it be necetfary, and the defircof a
majority o the good people of this ftate, that
fome fuitable provifion fhould be made by /aw,
for the fupport of the chriftian religion according
to the Bill of Rights, and the ref2/utizns of your
reprefentatives hercunto prefixed Q-

Upon this great queftion, your INsTRUC-
TioNs are delired ; and while you give them,
we befrech you to exercife ail poffinle temper
and difcretion 3 confiiering yourfelves as ip the
prefence ot your lmighty Creater and that the
judgment which you are to pronounce may te
finally decifive upon the futurs reigien, glory,
hinour and kappings of yuur cquntry and pofte-
yity, to the latett generations !

THO. COCKEY DEYE,
Speaker of the Houfe of Delegates.

By the HOUSE of DELEGATES,
Janeary 12, 17835.

Resovvep, That the Bill to lay a general tax for
she fuppers of the miniflers of the gtfpel of all fecietivs of
chriftians azitkin this fate, b: referred and talexn ints
confiderarion on the fifth day of tie next Jilficn of afimbly ;
and that tee Jaid eill be puliijped in the Maryland
Gaxzeite, and Baltimore meavs-papers, and one thoufand
copics thereefin band-b lls, and fent to the feveral ecxn-
ties for the information cf cur conflituents,

By crder, W, HARWOOD, clk.
An ACT to lay a general tax for the fapport of
the minifters of the gofpel of ali focietics of chrilti-
ans withia this ftate

WHEREAS the happinefs of a people, and
the good order and prefervation of civil government,
eflentialiy depend upon merality, religion, and pie-
ty, and thefe cannot be geaerally diffufed through a
commuarity but by the public worfh:p of - Almighty
God; and whereas our anceftors, the early fettlers
and reipetable founders -of this ftat=, declaring
¢t (hat matters concerning religion cughtin the firlt
place to te :aken into confideration, countenanced,
and encouraged, as being acceptable to God, and
the b=t way and means of ootaining his mercy and
bleing upon a people and country,’” did frame and
eftablith fundry laws for the fupport of religion,
fome of which, at the great zraof our independence,
were, by the Bill of Rigiits, declared inconfiftent
with thas rel'gious liberty which was intended as the
ba&s of our future government, bat, at the fame
rime, with an exprefs provifion, that future legifla-
tors thould pay a due regard to the effential concerns
of religion and piety, and, ¢¢ at their difcreticn, lay
a gereral and equal tax for the fupport of the chrifti-
an religion,”

Ee it enaied, by the General Afimbly of Maryland,
That cvery taxasle inhabitant within this ftate thall
anngally, on or before the firlt day of Auguft, pay
usto the fhe:iff of his county the fum of —— fhil-
lings currcnt money ; and i any tzxable (hall negledt
or refufe to pay the fame on cr before the time afere-
faid, it thall be law‘c] for the fheriffs of the feveral
counties, and they are hereby aothorifed and ro-
quired, at any time after the arflt day of Avuguft an-
nually, ard within thiee months thereafter, to col-
le&t from every fuch taxable inhabitant the faid fum
of —— fhillings currens money, by execution of
the perfon, or by diftrefs and fale (at auion after
five days notice) of the goods or chattels of the per-

fon chargeable by this law with payment thereof;
and the faid theriffs are hereby required, befcre the
firt day of November 2nnually, to pay the money
by them feceived or collet=d, or which by law they
ought to have received and colle@ted, tothe perfon
or perfcns entitled by this lawto receive the (ame
{after retaining five per cent. on fuch money for the
receipt or coll:&ion thereof) 5 and if any fheriff
{hall not make payment according to the direQions
of this a&, -he fhall forfeit, it fuit be’ brought a ainft
him only, double the money wirich fach &:riﬁ'
ought to have received and coileted, to be 1ecover-

d%)y thofe who a-e entitled by this a&t to receive

the fame, with cofts, by altien on the cafe foanded
“on this a&, in which it fhall be fufficient for the
plaintiff to allege, that the defecdant has receivad to
the plaintifi’s ufz the fum of money claimed by him,
whereby the plaintiff’s adtion accrued according to
the-form of this a&, without fetting forth the fpecial

. :matter ; or the perfon entitled to receive from fuch

fheriff may foe ard recover on the fheriff’s bond a-

gainft bim and his fecurities the monc{ which fach

theriff ought to have received and colle&ed, with
intcreft thereon from the time the money became
ayable; and cvery fheriff, on information that
any inhabitant of his county is abomt to abfcond

" or yemove his effets from the place of his refi-
dence, mizy and fhall, at any time between the

i §rft day-of March and the twentieth day of Oc-
~¢ober yemtly, apply himfelf to fome juftice of
 his county, -and, on oath or afirmation thereof
“myide by the theriff, or fome other ntdibk'm.
fona{which osth oz, afirmation the faid jaftice fhail

no minitter of the gofpel fhall recplve any. payment
Axd, to_afcertain what inhabitants of this flate or benefit in virtae of this a&, without firft eaki
(hail be de=med taxables within this a&t, ‘Be it ena2- the oatas, or afirmatien, of fidelity to this Rate, anq
¢d, That all male perfons of the age of fixteen years, unl=fs he is engaged for fome reafonable term, pét
and all female flaves of the fame age (except only the lefs than a year; to officiate in fome gertain place o
poor of the county, and paugers, thatis,
having property rated to tie public chargc above ten have given themfe)ves a name or denomination as a
pounds current money, and fuch flaves a3 have bren forefaid, and, being not lefs than”chirty or more
or fhall kereafter be adjudged by any ccunty court to male perfons,-have caufcd their faid name and place
be paftlibour) fhall Se accounted and taken to be of places oi'worfhip, to be entered aor regiftered
taxables wi hin the meaning of this'a&. . the fheriff or fhenffs, in the records of their coan.
Ard be it exafled, That every conftable fhall (uns ty.
der the penalty of twenty pounds cuirentmoney) be-
tween the firtt day of Ap:il and tre firtt day of fune
in every year, repair in periin to-every houfe or ha and orderly repair, and for afiting in the fuppor: of
bitation -within his hundred, ar.d there reouire cfthe  the minitiers, where it may be n ary, as well g
matler, miitrefs. or chief perfon or heac of the f:mis for other public purpufes refps&ing the duc admici.
ly, a true litt cf the names and fex of all the taxable firation of the ordiminces of religion, it thall and
perfons in his or Ler famiiy ; and tie conftable fha'l may be lawful for the diffcrent congregations or re.
(under the penalty of twenty pounds currert money) lizious focieties in this ftate, by their veitsies, or o
deliver to the fherifi of his county, cn or befose the ther church ofticers or reprefentatives, in their di.
tenth day of July annually, a fir copy of fuch lit, cretion, to lay and levy “a reafonable rent, rate, o
under his hand, and fhall, under the like penalty, annual payment, on the pews or feats in their fere.
fet up another fair copy of fuch lift in the courz-hou:e rzl churcnes, chapels, and places of worfhip, ard
of his ccunty, on the fecond day of the fitiing of the  for negle@ or refufal of payment, to difpote of, fell,
Auguflt court nex: therrafter; ard ii any matter, mif- and give pofleflion of fuch pews and feats; to fuc)
treis, or chiet perfon or hezd of a family, fhall rc- perfons as fbail be willing to purchafe the {ame, fub.
fufe, negle&, or delay, to give fuch lift er account jett to fuch rents. ratss, or yearly paymentse as myy
of the taxable perfzas of Xis or her famiily, or fhail fom time to time be reafonbly affefled wupoan them,
conceal any taxahle, or rot give a trae lift cr ac- with the confent of ihe majority ot the coagregaton
count as required by this a®, fuch perfon fhall for- . by their repretenatives atorefaid.
feit and pay five pounds curient money for every tax-  And be it enadlidy T'hat in cafe of the death of agy
able not given in or concealed ; and the fheriffs of mizilter of the getyel, or his removal from the chargt
the refp-€live counties are hereby required, under of any parith, church, or place of worthip to which
the penalty of fifty pounds current moncy, to return he may have been appo:nted, the money which
nnder their hands annnally tefore the firit day of No. thould be paid to fuch munifter of the gufpel in virtz:
vember a fair ab.iract {rom t'e lifts of taxables 1n his of this aét, fhall be paiato the vedries ar otherre.
county, to the clerk of the houfe of delegates, ciltin-  prefentatives of the refpe&ive parithes or churchen
guifhing in columns the number of taxables of each and piaces of worfhip, to be applied by them carigg
description, to wit, white and black males, and fe- the vacancy or want of a miniiter, to fuch parpoies,
male flaves, . wizhin their refpective religious fucieties, communi
#x1, Trat fingle frce perfons, having no fxed ties, and congrecations, as they' may think mok
place of refi“ence, may not cfcape the payment of conducive to th: 1uterelt of religon and piety ; pro-
their tax, Be st enazied, That any conftable, upnn vided fuch vacancy be not continued lenger than oot
information, or his owa knowledge of fuch perfon, year together; but if continued longer, then the
may call on him to give fecurity for payment, and money which by this & thould bep:iﬁ to fuch zi-
on refufal or negleét to find fecurity, may carry fuch nifter, fhall be applied by the jultices of the conty
perfon before any puttice of the peace, who is hereby court for the gencral purpofes of religion, learnicg,
aathorifed and required to commit fuch perfon to the aad morality, within the pardh in which the moxey
gaol of tte county, there to remain untl paymentor may be colleled, until fuch vacant church or place
fecurity the-efor ; and if any fuch perfon fhall remove  of worfbip thall be duly fupplied acco:ding to the
out of the couniy, it is hereby declared to be the tener of chis aét, |
duty of the conftable acquainted therewith, to give - Provided always, and be it exa2ed, That if any free
infurma_|ion xhe_r:of to the fheriff of the county taxable inhabitant o1 this ftate, chargeable ardre.
where fuch perfon fhall be, and fuch fheriff, on quired in virtue of this a& to coatribute :0 the fop-
fuch notice, thall erquire after and may arret fuch port of the minifters of the gofpel of Carig, wil
perfor, and carsy him befcre fome jultice, who fhall make and fubfcribe a declaration before any oae of
commit him o tre gaol of his county, there to re- the judges of the general court, or any two joftices
main until payment of —— fh:llings current money, of any cosnty coart (which declara:ion fhall on re
and the colts of imprifonment ; and if tuch perfon fhall queft be taken by the judge or juftices), that heir's
have rergoved to avoid payment of his tax, he fhall Jew or Mahomctan, or that he dozsnot belier it
be commited cntil he fhall pay fhillings cur- the chriftian religion, fuch perfon, therewpon il
rent money, and coils of imprifonment. thereafter, fhall not be liable te pay any tax.for hic
Ana be it (323ed, That every fociety of chriftians, {elfin virtue of this a&, and the judge or juflices be-
confifiicg of thitty or more male perfons not under -fore whogrfuch declaration fhall Le made, fhall cer,
twenty-one years of age, defirons to receive the bene- tity and return the fame to th2 clerk of the gen
fit of this act, as a feciety for.the purpofe of seligi- or county cour:, there to be recorded ar the expence
ous worfhip, fhall give themfelves a name or dero- of the perfon making fuch declaration, -
mination, by which they fhall be known in law;
and every free taxable inhabitant within this flate, To the PriaTzrs of the MARYLAND GazrTrsasd

And be it enaled, That, for keepin'g the churches,
chapels, and houfes of religieus worfhip, in decent

year, and

the number of taxables g

cifons not  places of worfhip, to fome fociety of chriftians, who

chargeable by this a& as aforefaid, ‘may, at any
time between the firt day of Avril and the firf day
of O&ober in every year, declare the name o: deno-
miratiun of the religious focity, and the place of
worthip, to which he belongs, and fhall eleé and ap-
oint to whst minifter of the gofpel, cfficiating in
uch place of worfhip, and refiding within a reafon-
able diftance of the fame, or to what pcor of hisown
denomination, or of any county in general, the mo-
to be coliefied from him in virtue of this a&t fhall
bepaid ; and the fhesiff, or his deputy, fhall take notice
of, and make an enury oppofite the account of fuch
perfon, of fuch his defire, and thereupon the mini..
fter of the gofpel, or the poor, as the cafe may be,
fhall be entitled to receive the {ame, and the theriff
fhall be accordingly chargrable therewith-; aand the.
feveral fheriffs, under the penalty of filty pounds
current woney, fhai), between the firit. day of June
and the twentieth day of O&ober annnally, r2ake out
and deliver to the minifter of the gofpel, or to the
truftees, mranagers, or overleers of the poor, appoint-
ed to reeeive the moaey, an alphzbetical Iift of the
taxables from whom the fheriff is to receive for their
ufey and if there fall be no appointment to what
minifter of the gofpol, .ar to what poor, the faid fum

BALTIMORE NEWS-PAPERS,’
GENTLEMEN, e .

A'S the brufe of delrgates of this ftate have direQed thew
ADDRESS ¢o their conflituents, on the fubjedt of fhe rs-
ligizus bill, to be publifhed.in your papers, you ut
requefted to add (in the fame papers, if you can), th¢
tolicwing remarks on the addxclg).e 2

; A Byg-8TanNpIR.

IN the adirefs it is mentioned that the houfe of
delegates ¢¢ found themfelves called upon, not osly
by the mournful voice of religisn herfelf,>but byt
voice of the conftitution, and numerous pefitisns frod
their conttituents,” &c.

T'he petiticus above refetred to, were rot fent, frea
two or three counties, ag was aflerted by fome od the de-,
bate, but by a great number of the counties 5 and (ﬂ
fet forth in general ¢ That the worthip of the Ak

-mighty Creator of the Univerfe was the indifpeafatie

duty of his dependent creatures; that without r:Efutv
gevernment could not be duly adminiftered ; thata
tupport was neceffary for both; and that by a neg

of the ordinances of religion, vice and imm
would gain ground, corruption would win its way froa’
the loweft to the higheft places, diftrefs would pervade.
our public meafures; our churches, grave-yards,
public inftitutions, the monuments o’ the prety of our
anceftors, falling into yuin, would becofne the reproach
of our potterity ; and even the great and glorious fabn¢

to be colleéted 1n virtue of this aét thall be paid as a- e libes ] il £ .
forefaid, the fame fhall be.paid to the minifler of the Zﬂ:’;f:ﬁ%‘?xxﬁﬁ'jﬁ.&“}g :E:h’ !:l’:a:la;en; :::4
P&:;P;ZZAWM“' the gzezfo: c‘l_nrlglg::le l:vi(h the fame fure, might be in danger of tumbling. into the dult,
‘ e, or in which be iha taken 'ab a taxa. Wwanting the fronger cement of wirtas and refigise.”

ble, wotels there be any minifter oFany other deao- It nesds f“"“’! be mentioned that the ‘Pf": of the
mination, havieg a ckurchor’place of worthip in condtitution, by which the delegates er themielves
-which he officiates within' fuch ptrifh', -who may re- as gallc‘c‘i‘upon, is the 33d fe&iod of the bill of rights,
‘qnite A% be cutitled to.a propanion of any fam col- ‘""‘}‘[ - t:‘ "’g“ “f° 9f$f¢n ‘;gnblim&d.«.‘}' “."hi"gﬂ::;
leQed a3 aforefaid, for the payment, of which no.ap. ol Ll B B B i rs
intment fhall be made? 1 which cafe, the money ?'::: ﬁ%?::;,;};l.‘ﬁf?ﬁ"',.&;fﬁi« tl::n‘}:{{:»c

: » ¢ o
goolle&od fhall be accounted for -by the ﬂmi!f to was infsted in the. bill of rights, by & grey majeriy
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