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PHILADELPHIA, Mg s.
mx N Tuefday laft the general meeting of the
; focaety of the Cincinnati, which had con.
X (0] vened in this city on the 3d inftant, and at
X which his Excellency General Wathington
Ye Y{XX #f prefided, having accomplifhed their bufi-
nefs, adjourned without day. :

We are authorifed to intorm the public, that the fol-
lowing are the names of the gentlemen who attended
as delegates from the refpe@ive ttate focieties, viz.

New-Hampthire. Colonel Dearborn.

Maffachufetts. Major general Knox, colonel Hull,
major Sergant,

' Rhode-1fland. Colonel Ward.

Conne&icut. Colonel Trumbull, colonel Humphrys,

New-York. Brigadier-general Cortlandt, colonel W.
§. Smith, captain Fairlie,

New . Jerley. Briga8ier - general Dayton,
Jrearly, captain Ogden, captain’ Dayton. -

Pennfylvania. His excellency prefident Dickinfon,
brigadier - general Moylan, colonel Robinfon, major
Bowen, 'captain Claypoole, .

Delaware. Do&or Tilton, Major Moore.

Maryland. Major-general §mallwood, brigadier-ge-
peral 0. Williams, colonel Ramfey.

Virginia. Major general Weedon, colonel Heth, co-
lonel H. Lee.

North.Carolina. Major Blount, major M‘Rea.

south-Carolina, Colonel Wathington, colonel White,
major Turner. ‘

Georgia, Major Cuthbert, major Lucas.

Before the adjournment of the general meeting, the
following gentlemen were cletted to the offices atfixed
t their %everal names, via.

His Exceliency general Wathington, prefident.

Maijor general Gates, vice-prefident.

Major-general Knox, fecretary.

Brigadier-general Williams, affiltant fecretary.-

We are happy in heing able to gratify the public cu.
riofity, which has been confiderably excited on this oc.
cafion, by communicating in this paper the circular Jet-
ter, addrefled by the general meeting to the differcnt
flate focieties. As the charafters who compoled this
convention are well known to their countrymen, and as
the reatons which influenced their conduét from fitft to
la are before the public, we forbear to anticipate the
opinions of our readers by any comment of our own.

(CiRCULAR.) - i
To the STATE SocizTY of the CINCINNATI,
In :

colonel

GENTLEMEN, . i, :

WE, tue delegates of the Cincianati, after the moft
nature and deliberate difcuffion of the principes and
cbje&s of our fociety, have thought proper to recom
mend, that the encioted, ¢ Inftitution of the focicty of
the Cincinnati, as altered and amended at their, firlk
meeting,” fhould be adopted by your fate fociety.

In order ibat our conduét on this occafion may (tand
approved in the eyes of the world, that we may not in-
cur the imputations of obftinacy on the one hand, or
levity on the other, and that you may be induced mnore
cheerfully” to comply with our recommendation, we
bege:]eave to communicate the reafons on which we have
acted.

Previous to our laying them before you, we liold it a
duty to ourfelyes and to our fellow citizenas to declare,
and we call Heaven to witnefs the veracity of our de-
claration, that, in our who'e agency on this fubjeét, we
have been a&tuated by the purclt principles, Notwith.
ftan ling we are thus confcious for our(elves of the rec-
titude of our intentions in inftituting or be.oming mem-
bers of this fraternity; and notwithftanding we are
confident the higheft evidence can be produced from
your paft, and will be given by your future behaviour,
that you could not bave been influenced by any other
motives than thofe of friendfhip, patriotif, an4 bene.
volence; yet, as our defigns, in fome refpeéts, have
been mifapprehended ; as the-inftrument of our affocia.
tion was ofpneceiﬁty drawn up in a hafty manner, at an
epocha as extraordinary as it will be memorable in the
annals of mankind=—when the mind, agitated by a va.
ricty of emotions, was not at liberty to attend minutely
to every circumftance which refpected our focial con.
ne&ion, or to digeft our ideas into fo correct a form as
could have been withed ; as the original inftitution ap.
peared, in the opinion of many reipeftable charalters,
to have comprehended objeéts which are deemed in-
compatible with-t jus and fpirit ot the confedera.
tion; and as in this cafe it would eventually fruftrate
our purpofes, and be produ&ive of contequences which

we had not forefeen—therefore, 'to reafove every caule
of inquictude, to annihilate every fource of jealouly, to
defignate. explicitly the ground on: which we with to
ftand, and to give one more proof that the late officers
of the American army have a‘claim to be reckoned a.
mong the moft faithful citizens, we have agreed that the
following material alterations “and amendments thould
take place; that the hereditary fucceffion fhould be abo-
lithed—thatall interference with political fubjeQts thould
be done away——and that the funds thould be placed un.
der the immediate cognizance of the feveral legiflature:,
who thould alfo be requefted to grant charters for moce
effeCtually carrying our humane defigns into execution,

. 1n giving our reafons for the alteration in the fiuft ar-

ticle, we muft afk your indulgence, while we recal your

attention to the original occafion which induced us to
form ourfelves into a Society of Friends. Having lived
in the friGeft babits of amity, through the various
ftages of a’ war, unparalleled 1n many of its circum-
ftances; having feen the objeéts for which we contended
bappily attained ; in the moment of triumph and fepa-
ration, when we were about to aét the laft pleafing- me-
lancholy fcené in our military drama—pleafing, becaufe
we were to leave our country poflcfled of -independence
and peace—melancholy, becaufe we were to part, per-
baps never to meet again—while every breaft was pene-
trated with feelings which can be more eafily conceived
than defcribed4 while every little a& of tendernefs re-
curred frefh to the recollefion; it was impolffible not
to with our friendthips thould be continued ; it was ex-.
tremely natural to defire they might he perpetua ed by
our poiterity to the remoteft 2ges. With thete imprei-
fions, and with Tuch fentiments, we candidly confefs
we figned the inftitution. We know our motives were
irreproachable—but, fjading it apprehended by many
of our countrymen, that this would be drawing an un-
jutifiable line ot difcrimination between our deicend-
ants and the reft of the cummunity, and averie to the
creation of unneceffary and unpleafing ditinétions, we
could not hefitate to relinquifh every thing but our per-
fonal friendfhips, ot which we cannot be divetted; and
thofe acts ot beneficence, which it is our intention thouid
flow tiom them.

With views equally pure and difinterefted, we pro-
pofed to ufe our colie@ive influence in fugport of that
government, and confirma‘ion of that uaiun, the efta-
biithment of which had engaged fo confiderab’e a part
of our lives; but, learning, trom x-varety ot informa.

\&on, that this is deemcd an Gffi.ious and improper in-

rference, and that it we are not charged with having
finifter defigns, yet we are accus-i o' arrogiting too
much, and affuming the gua-dianthip of the iirertuss of
our country. Thus circumitanced, we could not think
of oppofing ourieives Lo the concutring opinions of nur
fellow-citizens, however tounded, or of giving anxisty
to thofe, whote happinefs it 1s our intercit and cuty to
promote,

We come next to fpeak of the cnaritable part of our
inftitution, which: we eiteein tne b-fis of it. 8y placing
your fund in the nands of the iegitlature of your Rate,
and letting them fee the applicarion is to the bett of
purpofes, you will dem-nitiate thie integrity of your ac.
tions, as well as the re@irude of your principles; and,
baving convinced themn your intentions are «uly of a
frienaly and benevolent nature, we-are induced to bee
lieve they will patroniz: a defign, which they cannot
but approve ; that they will toiter the good difpofitions,
ard encourage the bencficent aéts, oi troe who are dif-
ofcd to make ufe ot the moit cfteCtuai ani moit unex-
ceptionaile mode of relieving the dittrsff=d. For this
purpote, it is'to be hoped that charers may be obtained,
in con‘equence of the applications which ate diteéted to
be made. It is alio juiged moft proper, that the ad-
miffion of membeis thould be fubmitted to the regula-
tion of fuch charters; Lecaute, by thus ulting in con-
formity to the fentiments of government, we not only
give another inttance of our reiiance upon it, but of our
difpofition to remove every fource of uneafinefs refpect-
ing our fociety.

We truft it has not e‘caped your attention, gentle.
men, that 'he only oujeéts of which we are defirous to
preterve the remembrance, are ot fuch a nature, as can.
not be diipleafing to our countrymen, or unprofitable
to pofterity. We have retained, accordingly, thofe de-
vices which recognile the manner of returning to our
citizenthip ; not as oftentatious marks ot dilcrimination,
tut as pledges of our friendfhip, and emblems, whofe
appearance will never permit us to deviate from the
paths of virtue. and we prefume, in this place, it
may not be inexpedient to intorm {‘ou, that thefe are
confidered as the moft endearing tokens ot friendfhip,
and held in the highett eftimation, by fuch ot our allies
as have become cntitled to them, by having contiibuted
their perfonal fervices to the eftablithment of our inds-
pendence—that thefe gentlemen, who are among the
firft in rank and repatation, have been permitted by
their fovereign to hold this gratetul memorial of our re
ciprocal affeétions—and that this fraternal intercourfe is
viewed by that illuftrious monarch, and other dittin-
guithed chara&ers, as no fmall additional cement to
that harmony and reciprocation of good offices, which
fo happily prevail between the two nations.

“Having now relinquithced whatever has been found
objeQtionable in our original inftitution § having by the
deference thus paid to the prevailing fentiments of the
community, ncither, ‘as we conceive, leflened: the dig-
nity nor diminithed the confiftency of charalter, which
it is our ambition to fupport, in the eyes of the prefent
as well as of future generations; having thus removed
every poffible obje&tion to our remaining conneéted as
a focicty, and cherithing: our mutual frindthips to the
clofe of life; and having, as we flatter ourfelves, re-
tained, in its utmoft latitude, and placed upon a more
certain and permanent foundation, that primary article
of our affociation which refpe@s the unfortunate; on
thefe two great ariginal pillars, FRIENDSHIP and
CHARITY, we reft our inftitution ; and we appeal to
your liberality, patriotifm, and magnanimity—to your
condu& ‘on every other occafion, as well as to the pu.
rity of your intentions on the prefent, for the ratifica.
tion of our proceedings. At the fame time, we are
happy in expreffing a full confidence in the candour,

juttice, and integrity, of the pablic, that the inititution,

as now a'tered and amended, will be perfectly fatisface
‘0&1. and th1t a&s of leguflative authority will foon be
pafled to give efficacy to your benevolence, .- -

Before we conclude this addrefs, permit us to add,
that the ‘cultivation of that amity we profefs, and the
extenfion of this charity, we flaiter ourfelves, will be
objefts of fufficient importance to prevent a relaxation
in the profecution of them—to diffufe comfort and f(up=-
port to any of our unfortunate companions, who have
feen better days, and merited a milder fate—to wipe
the tear from the eye of the widow, who muft have
been configned, with her helple’s infants, to indigence
and wretchednefs, but for this charitable inftitution—=
to fuccour the fatherlefs—to refcue the female orphan
from deflruction—to enable the jon to emulate the vir-
tues of his father—will be no unpleafing tafk ; it will
communicate happinefs to others, while it increafes our
own ; it will cheer our folitary refle@ions, and footh
our lateft moments. Let us, then, profecute with ar-
dour what we have inftituted in fincerity; let Heaven
and our own confciences approve our condu& ; let our
altions be the beft comment on our words ; and let us
leave a ieffon to pofterity, that the glovy of foldiers can-
not be completed, without aéting well'the part of itis
Zens.

Signed by erder,
’ G. WASHINGTON, prefident,
Philadelphia, May 15, 1784.

The INSTITUTION of the SOCIETY of
the CINCINNATI,
a3 altered and amended at the'r fift gensral meeting.

I T having pleafed t ¢ Supreme GoverNor of the
UNivERsE, to give tucceis to the arms of our country,
and to eitabiifh the UNITFD iTATES FRER and 1NDE-
PENDENT : Therefore, graterully to commmemorate tiis
event—to inculiate to the lateft ages the cuty of laying
d wn in peace, arms allumed tor puolic d=tenc-, vy
forming an intticution waich recogniles that m-ft im-
portant principle—to continue th. icutual friendihips
which commenced under .the preflure of coinmon dan-
ger—and to effctuats the atts ot beneficence, dittated
by the 1pirit of brotherly kindne's towar.!s thofz of<
ficers any their families, who untortunately may be una
der tre neceffity of receiving ¢t en; the officers ol the
American army do hereby conit'tute themfclves
into a SOCIETY OF FRIENDS: And, poffei=
fing the higheft venerativn for the charaéter or that ile
luttrious koma., Lucius QUINTiVs CINCINNATUS,
denominated themnfelves

THE $OCIETY OF THE CINCINNATI,

Seion 1. The perfons who conftitute this Society,
are all the commiflioned and brevet officers of the army
and navy of the United “tdtes, who have ferved tntee
years, and who left the fervice with reputation ; all of.
ficers who were in aftual fervice at the con:iufion of
the war; all the principal ftaff officers of the continental
army ; and the officers who have been deranged by the
feve.al ref lutions of congrefs, upon the different re.
forms of the army.

Seét, 1I. There ace alfo admitted into this focicty,
the late and prefent minifters of his Mot Chriftian M.
jefty to the United States; all the generals and colon='s
of reciments and legions of the land forces; alv tae
admirals and captains of the navy, ranking as coloels, .
who have co-operated with the armies cf the Uaited
states in their excrtions for liberty; and fuch cther
perfons as have been admitted by the refpective ftate
meetings.

Se&. JII. The Society fhall have a prefident, vice.
prefident, fecretary, and affiftant-fecretary.

Sc& 1V. There fhall be a meeting of the fociety, at
leaft once in three years, on the firt Monday in May,
at fuch place as the prefident thall appoint?

T he 1aid meeting fhall coniitt of tne aforefaid officers
(whofe expences thali be equaliy borne by the ftate
tunds) andéreprefentation trom ach tate.

The bufine(s of this general neeting fhall be—to re.
éulate the diftribution of furplus funds—to appoint of.

cers for the enfuing term—and to conform the bye-
laws of ftate mectings to the general objeéts of the in-
titutin, )

Se&. V. The fociety thall be divided into Rate meet-
ings. Each meeting fhall have a prefident, vice-prefi-
dent, fecretary, and treafurer, refpettively; to ‘be
chofen by a majority of votes annuaily,

Se&. VI. 7 he ftate meetings fhall be on the anniver-
fary of independence. They fhail concert fuch mea-
fures as may conduce to the benevolent purpofes of the
fociety ; and the feveral ftate meetings fhall, at fuitable
periods, make application to their reipe&ive legiflatures
for grants of charters.

§:&. VII. Any member removing from one flate to
another, is to be confidered, in all refpets, as belong-
ing to the meeting of the ftate in which he fall a&tually

fide,

Se@. VIII. The ftate meeting fhall judge of the qua-
lifi;ation of its members, admonith, and (if neceflary)
expel any one who may condu& himfelf unworthiiy

se@.1X. The fecretary of each ftate meeting fhall re-
gifter the names of the members refilent in cach fate,
aad tranfnit a copy thereot to the fecretary of the fo-
ciety.

3& X. In order to form funds for the relief of une
fortunate members, their widows and orphans, each ofs |
ficer fhall deliver to the trealurer of the flate meeting -
oa¢ month's pay.




