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§$TATE or MARYLAND.
Annapolis, Novemnber 31, 1783.

IN confequence of a public requeft of the honourable
major_general smaliwood to the cfficers of the Mary-
Jand line, to meet at this city the aoth inttant, to take
1nto confiacration feveral matzess very iutereiting to tie
line, a confiderable number ot the laid ofﬁc:u:_aﬂ':m-
bled accolingly ; put as General Smallwood. did not
arrive agreeabie to their expectations, they unammou[‘ly
adjourncd the meeting til this day at eieven o'ciock,
when they re-affembled at the houfe of Mr. Mann, and
ftveral matters interelting to the line were fugge®ed;
but 1n cenfideration of the ablence of general Smali-
wood and weneral Gigt, two fenior officers, they poit-
}‘m"rd the confiderarion of the feyeral {ubiets 11l thice

¢ The circular letters which have been written Ly
the retpettive ftate tocieties to each otker, and thels par-
ticular iaws, fhall be 1ead and confidered, and ali mea-
fures concerted which may conduce to the general in-
tendment of the fociety.

¢ It is probabls that fome perfons may make dona.
tions to ihe general fociety, tor the purpole ot eftabl.ih.
ing funds ior the fusther comtort of the unfortunate;
in which cafe, fuch donations muft be placed in the
hands of the treafurer general, the intereit only*of which
to be difpofed of, if necetlary, by the general meeting,

¢ All the officers of the Amciican army, as well
thofe wlho have refigned with honour atter three years
tervice in the capacaity of officers, or who have been de-
ranged by the relolution ot congrels upon the feveral
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ele&ion thould be by baltlot or otherwife ? and Refelzed,
That a!l eietions in this fociety thall Le by ballot,
‘I he committee adjousrned until vo-morrow 9 O'ciock,
Satuiday, November 23.
The committce met according to appo'mtment, ard
pm:e:d:d tothe ele€tion of officers, Whereupon,.
Major.general SMALLWOOD was elefted prefident,
Biigadier-general GisT, vxce-pr_cﬁd:m.
Brigadier-gencral WiLriams, fecictary,
Colonel RaMssEY, treafurer. And,
Licutenant.colonel EccvesToN, affiftant treafurer,
On motion of colonel Ramfey, and feconded,
Reclved unarnimfufly, That the fecretary write to the
prefident and vice-prefident, and inform them of theip
refpellive appnimmemg And,
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o'clock, when tney met agair. Therevpon the lyfm
for et.blithing the ordsr of CINCINNA T was
produced and read by general Wiliiams, as follows :

¢ It having pleafed the Supreme Governor of the
Unive:fe, 1n the dipeition of human affurs, to caule
““the teparation cf the colonies of North-America fromthe
domination of Great.Briain, and after a bloody con-
it of cight vears to eftabhih them free, fovereign, and
independent fates, conneéted by alilances founded on
reciprocai aldyantage with fume ot the great piinces and
powers ct the earth :
¥ To perpetuate therefore, as well the remembrance
of this great ¢vent as tlie mutaal friendthips which have
bzen formed under the preilure of common danger, and

TETCIMS OF TE Irmy, I7 ThOTE Who Diall iave contmuced
to the end of the war, have the right to become parties
to this inftitution; provided that they tubfciibe one
month’s pay, and fign their nanies to the general rules
in the.r refpective ttate locietics 3 thole who are prefent

with the army immediately ; and others, within fix"

months atter thie army fthall be ditbanded, ¢ xtraordinary
cales excepted. ‘The rank, time of fervice, refolution
of congrefs by which any have been deranged, a:d'
place ot retidence, muft be added to each name; and as
a tetitnony of affetion to the memory and the offspring
of tuch cfficers as huve died 1n the fervice, their eldeit
male Lranclies fhall have the fame right of becoming
members as the chuldsen of the aétual members of the
fociety.

in many inftances cemented dy the blood ot the parties, ~—=et* Thole officers who are foreigness, not refident in

the officers of the American army do hereby in the mott
folemn manner atfociate, conititute, and combine them-
felves into one fciety ¢f friends, to endure asiong as

___they f{hall endure¢, or any of their eldelt male poitenity,

~“and in faiure thereot, the collatesal branches, who

may be judged werthy o: bscoming its tupporters and
inembers,

¢ The officers of the American army, having gene-
rally been taken from the citizens of America, pcflefs
high veneration for the charaler of that illuitrious
Roman, Lucius Quintus Cincinnatus, and b:iug re-
foived to follow his exampie by returning to thair ci-
tizenthip, they think they may with propriety denc-
minate themtelves, the fociety of the Cincinnats.

¢¢ The following principles fhall be immutable, and
form the bafis of the society of the Cincinnati.

¢« An inceflant attent:ion to preferve inviolate thefe
exaited rights and libsrtiss of human nature, for which
they have tought and bled, and without which the
high rank of a ratienal being is a curfe inftead of u
blefling.

« An unalterable determination to promote and che.
tith between the refpective fates that union and natio-

nal honour, fo eflentially neceffary to their happinets,

and the future dignity of the American empire.

¢ To render permanent the cordial affetion fubfiit-
’ng among the officers ; this fpirit will diétate brotheriy
kindness in all things, and particularly extend to the

mott fubftautial aéts of beneficence, according to the
avility of the focisty, towards thofe oficers and their

families who uafortunateiy may be under the neceffity
of receiving 1t.

‘¢ The general fociety will, for the fake of frequent
sTmunicsticns, be divided into ftate focieties, and
5o = again into fuch diftixts as thall be directed by the

it.te focieles,
** Ihe tocieties of the diitiilts to meet as often as

s

.= all be . gresd upon by the fate focietics, thole of the
itate on the tcu:th day of July annually, or oftener if

they fhall find it expedient, and the general fociety on

the firit Monday in May anzually, o long as they fhall

deem it necetfary ; and giterwards at leaft once in every
three years,

to promote thém adopted.

¢ The ftate focieties wiil confift of all the memters
refiding in cach state reipectively ; and any member re.
moving frem one ftate to another is to be confidered, in
all relpséts, as belonging~to the fociety of the tate in

whicl he fhall a&ually refide,
‘¢ The fate focieties to have a prefident, vice-prefi-
Qent, fecretary, trealurer, and afliftant ticajurer, to be

cholen annuaily, by a ni.ajority of votcs, at the ftate

mesting.,

¢ Each Rate meeting fhall write arnuaily, or ofterer

if veceflury, 2 circular ietier to the other itate focieties,
noting whatever they may think worthy of obfsrvation
reipecting the good of tiie fociety, or the general unicn
of the ftates, and giving infyrmation of the officers
chofen for the current year,” Copies of theie letters

fhall be regulaily tranfmitted to the fecretary general of

the fociety, who will record them in a bock to be af-
figned for that purpole.

, * The fate tocicty will regulate every thing refpet
ing itfelf and the iocieties of jts diftri&s, coniiftent with
the general maxims of the Cizcizzati; judge of the qua-

lifications of the tnembers who may Le projofed, and-

expel any member, who Byw condu&t inconfiftent with
a gentlem2n and a man of honouar, or by an oppofition
to the interefts of the community in generai, or tne to.
ciety in particular, may sender himielf urwscrihy' to
continus 2 member.

¢ In order to form funds swhich may be refpettable
and afilt the unfortunate, each officer fhall deliver to
the treafurer of the ftate fociety one month's pay, which
fhall remain forever to the ute of the flate fociety, the

intereft only of which, if neceflary, to be appropriated

to the relief of the unfortunate,

¢* Donations may be made by perfons not of the fo.
cicty, and by members of the ‘lociety, for the exprefs
purpofe of torming permanent funds for the ufe of the
Rate fociety, and the intereft of thefe donations appro-
priated in the fame manner as that of the month's pay.

¢ Monies, at the plealure of each meinber, may be
fubfcribed in the tocicties of the diftrict, or the ftate fo-
cictics, for the relief ot the unfortunate members, or

At each meeting the principles of the in.
fitution wiil be fu.ly confidered, and the beft mealuses

any of the {tates, will have their names enrolled by tee
fecietary general, and are to be confidered as inembers
in the focietics of any of the Zates in which they may
happen to te, !

4 Aird-as there are and will-at-all times be men-in
the refpeQive Rates, eminent for their abi ities and pa-
triotiim, avhote views may Le direéted to the fame lau-
dable 0vjeéts with thole of the Cimcinnatis 1t fhall be a
rule to admit {uch charalters as honoriry members of
the fociety for their own hives only, Provided always,
that the namber of honorary members in each fate
does not exceed a ratio ot one to four o: the cfficers or
their defcendants,

¢ Each ftaee fociety (hall obtain a lift of its members,
and at the £1it annual meeting the ftate fecretary thail
have engroffzd cn parchment, two—copies ot the inftitu-’
tion ot the fociety, which every member prefent fhall
fign; and the fecretary fhall endeavour to procure the
fignature of every ablent member; one of thefe lifts to
be tranfiitted to the fecietary general, to be kept in,the
archives of tn® fociety, and ths othsr to remaia in the
hands of the ttate fecretary.

¢ From the flate lifts the fecretary genera! muft make
out, at the firlt general meeting, a complete it of the
whole focicty, a copy ot which he will furn:th =ach ftate
fecretary,

¢ The feciety fhall have an crder by which its mem-
bers fhall be known and dittinguifiacd, wuich fhai be a
medal of goid, of a proper fize to receive the emblems,
and fufpended by a deep blue ribbon, two inches wide,
edged with white, defcriptive of the union of Amcrica
and France, viz.

¢ Tke principal figure to be Cincinnatus, three fe.
nators prefenting him with a'fword «nd other military
enfigns; on a field in the back ground his wite (tanding
at the door of their cottage, near it a plough and in-
ftruments of hufbandry ; round tue whole,

O:snia re'iquit fervare rampublicars,
On the revertle,

Sun rifing, a city with open gates, and veflels enter.
ing the port; Fame crowning Cincinnatus with a
wreath, infcribed, 3

Virtatis premiusm,
Below,
Hands joiuing, fupporting a heart; with the motto,
Efio perpetua. »
Rcund the whole,
Scdietas Cincinnatirum, iaflituta A. D, 1733,

¢¢ The fcciety, deeply imprefled with a fenfe of the
general aflitance this country has received from France,
and defitous of perpetuating the friendthips which have
been tormed, and fo happily fuifiited between the of-
ficers of the aliied forces in ¢e profecution of the war,
direét that the prendent-general thanfmit, as foon as
may be, to cach of the charadters he:eafter mentioned,
a medal containing the order of the fociety, viz, His

Exceliency the Chevalier de la Luzerne, mintiter pleni. -

potentiary ; his Ext:llcnci; the Sicure Gerard, late mi-
niter plenipotentiary ; their Excellencies the Count
d’Eftaing, tihe Count de Grafle, the Count de Barras,
the Chevalier de Touches, admirals and commanders
in the navy; his Exceliency the Count de Rochambeaa,
commander in chiet, and the generals and colenels in
his army; ard acquaint them, that ¢ the focicty do
themlelves the honour to confider them as members.”

¢ Refoived, That a copy of the aforegoing inftitution
be given to the lenior officer of each ftate line, and that
the officers of the refpective ftate Itaes fign their names
to the fame in mwnner and form following, viz., We
the fubferibers, cflicers of the American ariny, do here-
by voluntaiily becouie parties to the aforeguing inftitu.
tion, and do bind ouifclves to obferve and be governed
by the principles therein contained; for the perform.
ance whereot we do folemaly pledge to each other our
facred honour.” o 4

Dore at Annapelis the 23t of November, in the
year 1783, .
{ Then follorv the fusfcription, Ec, ) :

The inconvenience and expence of a further attend.
ance at this time, or of meeting again foon, and-an
earaefk defire the ofticers lave of being confidered mem-
bers of tha: hogourable fociety, induced them to pro-
ceed now to teflify their entire-and hearty ap; robaticn
of the principles thereof. They-theiefore molt cheer-
fully concur in the eftablithment of the f2id order, by

Refoived, That general Wilhams, the fecretary, be
invetted with all the powers of prefiiient, until one or
both of the honourable gentlemen elefted as prefident
and vice prefident become fubfcribing members of this

. focicty, and take upon them the exercife of their rea

Ipeétive offices,

The commuttee, thereupon confidering thkemfelveg
virtually and actually conftituted and inftituted a fate
fociety, of the order of Cincinmati, conceive it their ine
difpenfable dutyfo offer their Moft grateful thanks to
Almighty God, for his moft gracious difpenfation in
the order of human events, whereby we are permitted
to felicitate each other on the fortunate and glorious
conclufion of an unequal, precarious and bloody war,
-and to return with joy to our country, to repoffels the
invaluable rights of citizens in peace and national In.
DEPENDENCE.

As a teltimony of the fatisfa&ion we feel in our op.
portunity of returning to our refpefive ftations in the

general clafs of the community, and of re-commencing

our civil occupations, under a government which we
ave aided<to eftablith, and which we all approve and:
will'endeavou¥ to maintain j and in confideration of the
abilities, merit, and patriotifm, of his Excellency Goa

vernor Paca, this fociety aireét, that the fecretary wait -

on his Excellency, and inform him, that the fociety do
themfelves the honour to confider him as an honorary:
member of their bedy.

The fociety then proceeded to the ele@ion of dele
gates to reprefent them in the general fociety ; where.
upon, Genera] Williams, Governor Paca, General
Smallwood, and Colonel Ramfey, were duly eleed,

Refslved, That Annapolis be appointed the place of
the annual ftate meeting. 4

Rifslved, ‘I'hat in future no honorary member can
be appointed, .unlefs the perfon applying fignify his.
wifhes to the fecretary in writing at leaft three months
betore the ftate meeting,

A regular lift of fuch applicants fhall, on the firft day
of the meeting, be produced to the fociety, and lie on
the table for the infpetion of the members. Any per-
fon thus qualified may then be put in nomination by
any member, and if feconded fhall be ballotea for, pro.
vited that at lesft one third of the members and half
the officers be prefen

Refolved, That the fyftem of the order of the Circin-
nati, together with the proceedings of this committee,
be publithed for the imformation of abfent friends, and
that the fecretary draw upon the treafurer for the ex.
pence. 2 s

And the fociety adjourned without day,

O. H. WILLIAMS, Prefident.
of comumittee,
JouN EccLEsTON, Secretary
. . of the committee,

oA

4 Prince-George's county, November 21, 1783,
‘On Saturday laft departed this life, at Oxen.hill, the-
feat of Mr. Thomas Hanfon, in the fixty-third year of
his age, the lLonourable Jonn Hanson, Efq;—This
gentleman had long been a fervant to his country, in a
variety of employments, the laft of which was that of
prefident of Congrefs. Upon quitting that arduous and
exalted ftation, he had fcarcely reached his peaceful
home, before he was feizéd by .a dangerous illnefs,
which, after a doubtful ftruggle of many months, tliere
was every reafon to believe his conftitution had entirely
fubdued; but notwithfanding a confidefable interval
ot eafe and apparent health, on a vifit to his friends in
this county, the difeafe returned with increafed ftrength,
and he quickly became confcious of his approaching
end. Amidit lingering torments, he fteadily preferved:
the fortitude of a man, with the temper of a philofo-
pher, and at length met the king of terrors with the
meek refignation, and elevated hope, of a Chriftian.

Too oiten-does the partial or venal. pen difregard the
facred diates of truth and jultice| 'To the good and
generous how mortifying is the refle&ion,Yhat in delie
neating charallers of deceafed men, there is little dife
tin€tion between him, whole yirtyes have adorned bu-
inan nature, and the wretch whofe vices have debafed
it Of all the numerous acquaintances of this amiable
man, and diftinguithed citwen, there will be few in-
deed, from whom the.fad recital of his fate will not a¢
leaft extort’ an cu'ogy on- his chara&er; but his more
dear and intimate conne@ions, whillk they cannot fail
to lament their lols and venerate his memory, will ea-
deavour to emulate him in the gentlenefs ot his mac-
ners, the benevolence of his heart, and the propricty,
dignity, and ufefulnefs of his condut.

By the UNITED STATES in CONGRESS
affembled.
A PROCLAMATION.

WHEREAS: it hath pleafed the Supreme Ruler of
all human events to difpofe the hearts of the late belli-
gerent powers to put a period to the effufion of buinaa
blood, by proclaming a ceffation of aH hoftilities by fe
and laud ; and thefe United ‘States are not onfy happily
refcued trom the dangers and ‘calamities to which they
have been fo long expofed, but their freedom, fove-
re.gnty, and indzpendence, unitiinately ackpowledgeds

heir-widows—amd-orptan; Yo e appropria;ed by the
ate fociety only.

¢* The mecting of the general fociety fhall confilt of
its offizers, and a reprefentation from each fate fociety,
in numier not excecding five, whofe expences thall e
borne by their refpettive ftate focieties.

« In the general meeting, the prefident, vice-prefi-
dent, fecretary, afliltant fectetaty, treafurer, and afli-
and treafurer generals, thall be chiofen to ferve until the
next meeting,

Tublcribing thewr names, e:ch clicer previoutly pro-
ducing fumcient vouclicrs of his beihg fully qualified
and entitled theieto; and, for the more effeituyl exe.
cution and fulfilling the fame, the faid fut, iibers form
themfelves intu a committee of the whole, to appoint by
election the officers of their ftate fociety, of which faid
committee general Willians was appointed prefident,
and lieutenant-colonel Ecclelton fecretary,

It was then moved, That officers of the fociety b= ap.
peinted, Upon which it was debated, Whether the

AND WHEREAS, in the progrcﬁ’of a tonteit, o2
which the moft effential rights of human nature de-
pended, the interpofition of Divine Providence is our
favour hath been moft abundantly and moft gracloufy ¢
manifefted, and the citizens oftheie United States lass
every realon for praife and gratitude to the God of
th.eir Qlvation: IMPRESSED, THEREFORE, withaa
exalted fenfe of theblefinzs by which we are furiound-
ed, and of our entire dependence on that Almigh:y
Being, from whofe goodnefs and bounty they arc &-
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