But Qeing affured by ysur excellency's letters, that
cvery pofiible means would be tried b{ vy
and army to reljeye us, ] copld not think inylelf at
liberty to enter on either of thofe defperate attempts.
Thescfore, after remainigg two dayf in a-firong
pofition in froht of this place, in hopes of being at-
tacked, oblerying that the enemy had taken mea-
fures which could-not fail of turning my left flank
in a fhort time, and receivi)r;; on the fecoad even-
ing your letter of the 24th Setkmbu‘, inforiing
that the relief would fail about the sth of O&ober,
I withdrew withigg the works on the sgth of Sep-
tember, hoping, by the labour and firmnefs of the
foldiers, to protratt the defence until yoy could
arrive. Every thing was to be expelted from the
fpirit of the troops, bat every difadvantage attend-
ed their labour, as the works were to be continued
under-the enemy’s fire, and oor ftock of entrench-
ing tools, which did not exceed four hundred when
we began to work in the latter end of Auguft, was
now much diminithed.

The enemy broke groand on the joth, and con-
firutied on that night, and the two following days
and nights, two redoubts, which, with fome works
that had beloaged to our outward pofition, occu-
pied a gurge between two creeks or ravines, which
come trom the river on each fide of the town. On
the night of the 6:h ot O&ober, they made their
fuft parellel, extending from its right on the river
toa deep ravine on the left, nearly eppofite to the
centre of this place, and embracing our whole left,
at the dittance of fix hundred yards. A Having per-
feCted this parallel, their batteries opened on the
evening of the gth againR our left, and other bat-
teries fired at the fame time againit a redoubt ad-
vanced over the creek upon our left, and defended
by about one hundred and twenty nten of the z3d
regiment, and marines, who maintained that pott
with uncommen gallantry. The fire continued
inceflant from heavy cannon, and from mortars
and howitzers, throwing fhells from eight to fixteen
inches, until our guns on the left were filenced,
our works much damaged, and our lofs of men
confiderablé. On the night of the z1th, they be-
gn their fecond parellel about three hundred yards
nearer to us, The troops being much weakened
by ficknefs, as well as by the fire of the befiegers,
and obferving that the enemy had not only fecured
their flanks, but procceded in every reipeét with
regularity and caution, I could not venture fo large
forties as to hope from them any confiderable effeét,
But otherwile I did every thing in my power to
interrujt their work, by opening new embrafures
for guns, and keeping a conftant fire with all the
howitzers and fmall mortars that we could man,

On the evening of the 14th, they aflaulted and
carried two retloubts, that had been advanced a-
bout three hundred yards for the purpole of dcl;{.
ing their approaches, and covering our left flank,
an% during the night incladed them in their fecond
parallel, on which they continued to work with
the utmof exertion, Being perfeitly fenfible that
our works could not ftand many hours after epen-
ing of the batteries of that parallel, we not only
continued a conftant fire with all our mortars, and
every gun that could be brought to bear upon it,
but a little before day-break, in the morning of the
16th, Tordered a fortie of about 350 men, under the
dire&ion of lieut. col, Aberdbombie, _to attack two
batteries which appeared to be in the greateft for-
wardnefs, and fpike the guns; a detachment of the
guards, with the 18th company of grenadiers, un-
der the fommand of licut. col. Lake, attacked the
one; and one of light infantry, under the com-
mand of major Armftrong, attacked the other.
‘They both fucceeded, by forcing the redoubts that
covered them, fpiking 11 guns, and killing or
wounding about 100 of the French troops, who had
the guard of that part of the trenches, and with little

lofs onour fide, This a&ion, though extremely *

honourable to the officers and foldiers who exe-
cuted it, proved of little public advantage, for the
cannon having been fpiked in a hurry, were foon
rendered fit fgr fervice again, and bejore dark the
whole paralicl and batteries appeared to be nearly
complete, 3
At this time we knew that there was no part of
the whole frant attacked in which we could thew a
fingle.gun, and olr fhells were neasly expended.
‘1 had therefore only to chufe between preparing to
{urrender next day, or endeavouring to get off
with the part of the troops, I determined
to attempt the latter, refleing that though it
fhould prove unfuccefsful in its ooje&, it might at
lealt delay the enemy in the profecution of farther
ifes. Sixteen large boats were prepared,
and upon other pretexts were ordered to Le in rea.
dinels to receive troops precilely at 3o o'clock.
With thefe I hoped to pals the iniantry during the

ht, abandoning our baggage, and leaving a de.
:&u:;ent to capitulate for the town's peoglc and

the fick and wounded, on which fubje& a letter
was ready to be delivered to general Wathington,
After making my arrangements with the utmoft
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feceeyy the Eght dataotey, greaet part of

mrd:, aod the 33d regimen A
r apgomttd' . Moft of them landed at-G "
ceftery but at the critical moment, themm ;\

from being weoderate and calm, changed toa
violent florm of wind and rain, and drove all the

boats, fome of whid} had troops oa board, .ft.qu‘l.

the river,

It was foon evident that the intended paffage was
impratticabls, And the abfence of the boatsren.
dered it equally impoffible to bring back the troops
that had pafied, which I bad ordered aboat two.
o'clock in the morning. - ?

In tbis fituation, with my little force divided,
the enemy’s batteries ope at day-break. ‘I'he
paflage betwteen this place and Gloucefter was much
expoted, but the boats having mow returned, they
were ordered to bring back the troops that had
palled durinz the night, and they joincd us in the
forenoon without much lofs. Our works in the

mean time were going to ruin, and not having’

becn able to ftrengthen them by abbatis, norin
any other manner than by a flight frazing, which
the enemy’s artillery weie demolithing wherever
they fiied, my opinion entisely coincided with that
ot the engincer and the principal officers of the
army, that they were in many piaces very aflailable
in the ‘orenoon, and that by a continuance of the
fame fire tor & tew hours longer, they would be in
fuch a ftate as to render it defperate with our num-
bers to maintain them, We at that time could
not fire a fingle gun; only one eight inch, and
little more than 100 cohorns 1emained ; a diverfion
by the French fhips of war, that lay at the mouth
of Yoik river, wasto be expccted; eur numbers
bad been diminithed by the enemy’s fire, but par-
ticularly by ficknefs, and the fiength and fpirits
of thole in the works were much exhautted hy the
tatigue of conflant watching and unremitting duty,

Jndcr ail thefe circumftances, 1 thought it wouid
have becn wanton and inhuman to the laft degree
to facrifice the lives cf this fmall body of galiant
foldiers, who have ever behaved with fo much 6.
delity and courage, by expofing them to an affault,
which, from the numbers and precautions of the
enemy, could not fail to fucceed, I therefore pro-
polea to cap:itulate. And 1 have the honour to
enclole to your exceliency the copy of the co;re.
ipondence between general Wathington and me on
that fubjed, and the terms of capitulation agreed
upun. 1dlncerely lament that better could not be
ootained, But 1 have neglected nothing to aile-
viate the misfortunes and diftre(s of both officers
and foldiers. The men are well cloathed, and
vrovided with neceflaries; and I truft will be re-
gulasly fupplied by the means of the officers that
are permitted to remain with them, The treatment
in general, that we have received from the enemy
fince our furrender, has been perfe@ly good and
proper. But the kindnefs and attention that has
been fhewn to us by the French officers in i-
cular, their delicate fenfibility of our ftuXtion;
their generous and preffing offers of meney, both
public and private, to any amount, has really gone
beyond what I can polﬁb{y defcribe. And will, I
hope, make an impreflion on the breaft of every
Britith officer, whenever the fortune of war thould
put any of them into our power.,

Although the event has been fo unfortunate, the
paticnce of the foldiers in bearing the greateft fa-
tigues, and their firmnefs and intrepidity ander a
perfevering fire of (hot and fhells, that I believe
has not often been excesded, deferved the highet
commendation and praie. A fuccefsful detence
however, in our fituation, was perhaps impoffible,
for the place could only be reckoned an intrenched
camp, lubjec in moit places to enfilade, and the
ground in general fo difadvaai » that noth:
but the neceflity of fortifying it as a poft to prot
the navy, couid have induced any n to ere&
works upon it, Our force diminifhed daily by
ficknels and other lofles, and was reduced when
we offered e capitulate, and on this fide, to little
more than 3a00 rank and file, fit for duty, ina

cluding officers fervants and artificers; and at Glou.

cefter, about 6oo, including cavalry, The enemy's
.army confilted of upwards of 8000 Freach, nearly
as many continentals, anl geco militia, The
brought an immenfe train of beavy ariillery, m
amply furnithed with ammunition, and perfe&ly
well inanned.

The conflant and univertal cheerfulnefs and fpirit
of the officers in all bardfhip and danger, delerve
my warmelt acknowledgments. And { have been
particulariy indebted to brigadier-general O'Hara,
and licutenant.colonel Abercrombie, the former
commanding on the right, and the latter on the
left, for their attention and exertion on every oc-
cafion, The detachment of the 23d regiment and
marines in the redoubt on the right, .commanded
by capt. Abthorp; and the fubfequent. detach.
ments, commanded by lieut. col. Johnfton, deferve
particular attention, * Capt, Rochfort, who com-
manded the artillery, and indeed every officer and

of that diftinguithed corps; aid lietts fu:
d the m&:& en;ine’e’r, Iun‘n:t

and to the other ofticers and leamen of the
pary, for their zealous and s&ive co-operation,: .
| I'tranfmit returns of our killed and wounded,
{The lofs of the faamen axfd town's Ppeople was like.
"t tha.yous excelency. willplese e ke
t your excellency will pleafe to
/tbe retirn of {hc Bonem,?ftu lrndin‘ ber pir
fengers, in compliance with the articles of capi.
tulation, - - - o b e s e
Licut, col. Abercrombie will bave the honour ¢
deliver this difpatch; and is well qualified to ex.
plain to your excellency every particular relativg
to our pait and prefent fituation, . .
1 have the honour to be, with great refped, 8iy,
your moft obedient, and mcft humble fervant,
(:igned) CORNWALLIS,
By the UNITED STATES in CONGRESS af-
. fembled, Oftoter 29, 1781,

Refelved, That the thanks of the United States i
coagrefs aflembled, be. prelented to major.general
Greene, for his wife, decifive and m animous
condutt in the altion of the §th of September lagt
near the Euiaw (prings in South -Carolina ; in
which, with a force inferior in number to that of
the enemy, he obtained a mof fignal viory,

That the thanks of the United States in con
affembled, be prefented to the officers and mea of
the Maryland and Virginia brigades, and the De-
laware battalion of continental troo , for the ug.
paralicled bravery and beroifin by them difpla
z ndugcu;gu to thcth enemy through an in«m;

e, and c in em with an impetuo
‘",’;:’ that chofli?xot be refifted, Al

at the thanks of the United States in con
a:':rlxxb[ed, be prelcnte: to the officers mdcouu‘t:‘ :’
the legionary corps and artillery, for their i i
and gallantzxengm durin thrz,aaion. |

71 bat the thanks of the United States in con
aﬂeml?lcd, be prefented to the brigade of North.
Carolina, for their refolution and perfeverance in
attacking the encmy, and fuftaining a fuperiol fire,

That the thanks of the United States 1n congrefs
affembled, be prefented to the officers and men of
the ftate corps of south-Carolina, for the zeal, ali.
vity and firmnefs by them exhibited throughout
the engagement.

That the thanks of the United States in congrefs
aflembled, be prefented to the officers and men of
the militia, who tormed the front line in the order
of battle, and fuftained their poft with boanour,
propriety, and a refolutition worthy of men de.
termined to be free,

Refelved, That a Britith fandard be prefented to
major-general Greene, as an honourable tefimon
of his merit, and a golden medal emblematical of
the battle and vittory aforefaid.

That major-general Greene be defired to prefent
the thanks of congrefs, to captains Pierce and Pea.
dieton, mijor Hyrne and captain shubrick, his
aids de camp, in teftimoiy of their particular a&i-
:gy and good condu&t during the whole of the

ion, )

That a fword be prefented to captain Pierce, who
bore the general's difpatches giving an account of
the viltory, and that the boird of war take order
herein,

Refsdved, That the thanks of the United States
in congrefs affembled, be prefented to brigadier-ge.
neral Marion of the south-Carolina militia, foriis
wife, gallant and decided condu®, in defendi
the liberties of his country, and particularly for his
prudent and intrepid attack on a body of the Bri-
tih troops, un the soth day of Auguft lagt, and
for the diftinguifhed part he took in the battle of
the $th of September.,

" Extral from the minulis, i
CHARLES THOMSON, fec,

Z, Or thoughts en a plan for a meew paper moxy,

aad for reconring a currency to our old emiffons, ix
our mext,

December 11, 1781.
LL perfons indebted to the eftate of Thomas
Rutland, late of Anse-Arundel county, de-
ceafed, are defired to make immediate paymeot.
And all thofe having claims againft the
are requcfted to make them known, to z77%
¢
-

w3 #/ JOSEPH HOWAKRD, jua,

€alvert county, December 10, 1781.
L L perfons .indebted to the eftate of Charles
Grabame, [fite of Calvert county, deceafed,
are defired to come and difcharge the fame to the
fubfcriber, And thofc who have claims againft the
faid cftate, are requefted tg bring them in to be

adjufted and.fettled. oW ]
ASINET ME, adminiftratrix.
) SEERRROCO

DERICKsaa{ SAMUEL GREEN, at the Post-Orrics, Charles-Strect.

e higbe®t approbation. -Ands
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