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1t they () K HIS§ morning captain Rofs, aid de
an interet of, N camp:olicmen:m-general carlCorn-
d svery sl T N wallis, arrived in town from South.

Xy and omuited 3 ] Carolina, with a letter from his lord-

VY nalled X% thip to lord George Germain, one
ed the 17 cbis ), bis majeity’s principal fecretaries of itate, of
tax dus by i G (1 ¢i: following is a copy
bating and fry Camden, Aug. 31, 1780.,
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tiy Lorp, )
1T is watn great pleafurg that I communicate
pyour lerdthipan accountof a commplete vistory
bained on the 16th inftant, by his’ majetty’s’
ssunder my command, over the rebel fouth-
sarmy commanded by general Gates. )
[amy difpatch No. 3, I had the honour to in.
- )Qur lordthip, that while at Charles-town,
visiegularly acquainted by lord Rawdon with
ry material incident or mov:.ment made by
. caemy, or by the troops under his lordthip’s
womand,  On the gth inftant two exprefles ar-
o, with an account that general Gates was
nncing towards Lynch’s creek with his whole
27, luppated to amount to §oco men, exclu-
ofadetachment of 1000 men under general
sier, whio after having in vain attempted to
ce the poits at Rocky-mount and Hanging-
bk, was pelizved to be at t}nt time trying to
et ground the left of our pofition, to cut oft our
~ounication with the Cengarees and Charles.
m; that the difaffetted country betwezn Pe-
¢ aund Black river had a&ually revolted ; and
Lo Lrd kawdon was contraéting his pofts, and
W hien the wer tranng to affemble his force st Camden,

10 Aioliard In conlequence of this information, atter fi-
thos, a ok nir, lome important points of bufinefs at
tu pas her es les--own, I fct out on the 1oth, and arrived
Besteuoie o2 B Cmien on the night betwee: the r3th and
e was.dizppe: i, and there found lord iuwdon witn our
Ropping at Acgllle force, except lieutenant-celon=l 'urnbull’s
kot nicn, Leen (G| detachment, which fell back from Rocky-
by Lt Duiacliloser 1o major Fergufun's poits of the militia of
Juincy, uttwes Slicey.Six on Little river. § 4
y-by tome fie: S [ }3d now my option to make, eitkher to retire
ngs, who xm atempt the enemy ; for the pofition at Cam-
as ‘uren frequ awas a bad one to be attacked in, and by ge-
s,.and at ngi | Sumpter’s advancing down the Watcree my
unxd b1l dxced@iles muft have failed me in a few days.
huutes ;.he is 1w no difficulty in making guod my retreat
. Any pesfom (haries-town with the trocps that were able
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nthis orany ofiibcarch; but, in taking that refolution, I muft
< ireward, 4 nerot only teft near 8oo fick and a great quan-
Fges, paid by of ftores at this place, but [ cleariy faw the
Vi LD 'KER! 4cfthe whdle provicce, except Charies-town,
—— ¢f ail Georia, except Savannah, as imme.
)&ober 18, 173408 confequences, befides forfeiting all pieten-
7, -commtced SRS 0 future confidence trom our triends in
b1 part of America.
:::,ug:'%l gl 02 the cther hand, there was no doubt of the
2:: the is & Do FX 7my being well appointed, and of its num-
J;,ynrioh‘!" being upwards of “gooo men, exclufive of ge.
n whea: brough | Sumpter's detachment, and of a corps of
cloti jecket, sflllLeia miiitia of 12 or 1500'men, either atu.
onfers. -His: ﬂg:d or éxpc&ed to join the main body e-
: ey tour s and m TCTPS;
g(‘)g,mi wcus,, was now reduced, by'fieknefs and

Ber cafualties, to about r4c0 fighting men of
rehrs and provincials, with 4 or “gdo militia
pNestha Carolina refugees. . .
Eowever, the greateft part of the troops thay
td Leing perfeltly good, and having left
Rurdes-town fufficiently garrifoned and provided
e afiege, and fecing Finlc to lofe by a de-
B, ad much to gain by a vidtory, 1 retolved
s ald.  The uke the firft good opportunity to attack the
qaving properiy sl amy, |

W] i Acordingly, T took great pains to procure
® information of thelr movements and pdfi-
. and | leagned that they had encamped,
¥ marching from Hanging Rock, at colonel
ley’s, about 1a miles trom hence, on the
moon of the 14th, ! s
Afier confulting lome intelligent people, well
ninted with the ground, [ determinzd to
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' B 10 attack at day-break, pointihg my prih.
ANKEN, cl. Rl force agaidit tieir comincnnh,g who ‘i,rom
: g dintelligence 1 knew to be badly pofted clole
tlonet "Rugeley’s houfe. Late in the even-
| 1eceived information that the Virginians

in: Charkrd ficined that day : “however, that having been
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freh at ten o’clock in.the night of the 1gth,
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expeited, I did not alter my plan, but marched
at the hour appointed, leaving the defence of
Camden to fomne provincials, militia, and con.
valefcents, and a detachigent of the 63d regi-
ment, which, by being mountsd on horles
which they had prefled on the road, it was hoped
would arrjve in the courfe of the night.

I had proceeded nine miles, whea about half
an hour after two in the morning, my advanced
guard fell in with the enemy. By the weight of
the fire 1 was convinced they were in coniidera-
ble force, and was foon affured by fome deferters
and prifoners, that it was the whole rebel aimy
on its march to attack us at Campden, [ imme-
diately haited and turmed, and the enemy doing
the fame, the firing foon cesfed. Confiding in
the diltiplined courage of his majélty’s troops,
and well appriied by feveral intelligent inha.
bitants, that the ground on which both arn ies
ftood, being narrowed by fivamps on the right
and lelt, was extremely fivourable for my nums-
bers, Idid not ehufe to hazard the great ftake
for which I was going to fight, to tne uncer-
tainty and confufion to which an aétien in the
dark is fo particularly liable. But having taken
meafures thatthe enemy fhould not have itin
their power to avoid an engagement on that
ground, [ refolved to defer the attack tiil day.
At the dawn 1| made my laft difpofition, and
formed the troops in the following order: The
divifion of the right confifting ot a fmall corps
of light infantry, the 23d and 33d regiments,
under the command of lieutenant-colonel Web.
lter; the divifion on the left, confilting of the
volunteers of Ireland, infantry of the legion,
and pare of lisutenant.colonel Hamilton's Noirtu-
-Carolina regiment, under the command of lord
Riwdon, with two 6 and 3 pounders, which
were commantied by lieutenant M¢Cleod. [he
71t regiment, with two 6 pounders, was formed
as a referve, one battalion in the rear or the di-
vifion of the right, the other of that of the left,
and the cavalry of the legion in the rear, and
the country being woody, clofe to the 71t re-
giment, with orders to feize any opportunity
that might offer to break the encmy's line, ard
to be ready to protedt our own, in cafs any
corps thould meet with a check.

‘I'he difpofition was juft male when I per-
ceived that the enemy, ha.ing likewife perfifted
in their refolution tv fight, were formed in‘two
lines oppofite and near to us; and on~ferving a
movement on their left, which 1 fuppofed to be
with an intention to make fome alteration in
their order, I direéted lieutenant.colonel Web-
fter to begin the attdck, which was done with
great vigour, and in a few minutes the altion
was general along the whole front. It wasat
this time a dead calm, with alittle hazinefs in
the air, which, preventing the fmoke trom rif-
ing, eccafioned fo thick a darknefs, that it was
dighicult to fee the effet of a very heavy and well
fupported fire on both fides, Our line continued
to advance in good order, and with the cool in-
trepidity of experienced Britith foldiers, keeping
up a conftamt fire, or making ufe of bayonets,

sand;—after am obftinate —inficexemp

unit:
refittance during three quarters of an hour,
threw the enemy into total confufion, and ferced
them to give way in all quarters. At this inft:

i oidered the_ cavalry to compleat the route,

which was performed with their ufual prompti-
tude and gallantry: and after dolng great exe-
cution on the field of battle, they continued the
purfuit to Hanging Rock, 23 miles from the
place'where the aétion happened, during which
many of the enemy were flain, a number of pii-
foners, near 150 waggons, (in one of which was
a brafs cannon, the carriage of which had been
damaged in the fkirmith ot the night) a confider-
able guantity of military ftores, and all the bag.
gage and-camp equipage of the rebel army-fell
into our hands.

The lofs of the enemy was very confiderable;
a number of coleurs, and feven pieces of brafs
cannon, (heing all their artillery that were in
the d€tion) with all their ammunition waggons,
were taken; between eight and.niné¢ hundred
were killed; among that number brigadiag-gene-
ral Gregory, and-about one thoufand prifoners,
many of whom wounded; of which number
were major-general baron de Kalb, fince dead,
and brigadier-general Rutherford.
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.gineers, who afted in that capacity, rendered
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I have the honour to inclofe a return of kiiled
and wounded on our fide. ‘The lofs  f fo many
brave men is much to be lamented; but the
number is moderate in proportion to fo great an
advantage, L

‘I'he behaviour of his majefly’s troops in gene-
ral was beyond all praie; 1t did nqnour to
themiclves and their country. I was particularly
indebted to colonel lord Rawdon and | eutenant-
colonel Webfter, for the diltinguifhz courage
and abilities with which th:y conduéted their
refpeCtive divifions and the capacity and vigour
of lieutenant-colonel ‘I'arieton at®the head of the
cavalry, deferve my Hi helt commendation ;
lieutenant M*Cleod “exerted himfelf greatly in
the conduét of our artiliery. My aid de camp,
captain Rofs, and licutenant Hald ne of the en-

ine moft effential fervice; and the public officers
major of brigade England, who alted as adju-
tant-general, and the majors of brigade Manly
and Doyle fhewed the moft ative and zealous
attention to their duty ; governor Martin became
again a military man, and behaved with the

fpirit of a young v lunteer. ry

‘I he fatigue of the troops rendered them in- fea;
capable ot further exertion on the day of the
altiori ; but as [ faw the importance of deftroy- f
ing or difperfing, if poffible, the corps unuer rd
general Sumpter, as it might prove a toundation spr-
tor affembling the routed army, on the moining hed
of the 17th 1 dctached iieutenant-colonel Tarles fera
ton, with the legion cavary and iniantry, and dur
the corps of lig. t.infattry, wraking in all about aely
450 men, with orders to attack him wherever Teae
he coud fiud him ; and i fent orders to lieu- aofk ¢
tenant cotonel I urnbuil an1 major Ferguion, dlie
at that time on Little river, to put theis corps in 1khe i
mo.ion immediately, and on their fide to uitue is f
and endeavour to attack genwral cumgrer, ?ty
Lieutenant-colonel Tarle on executed this fer- to
vice with his ufual ativity an.: mibtary adorefs, he
He procured good intormation of sumitei’s e
movements, -and, by forced "and co. ¢« aled ce
matches, came up with and furpiiied hin in the B %

middie of the day on the 18th, near the Cataho igé

fords: he totally deftroyed or difperted his dee aing
tachment, confilting th.n ot 7 o men, ~uhng #v

x50 on the fpot, and taking two pieces of brats 78 )
caundn zud j3co prifon rs, and 44 waggons. i ’
He hkewife rctook 100 of our men, who had .

fallen into their hands partly at the aétion at gt :
Han_in, -rock, and partiy in fcorting fome qatic

waggons trom Congatees to Camdin: and he af thy

relea’ed 5ge of our milit:amen, or friendly coun- ' T

try peopie, who had been teized by the rebels. Louth ;
Captain Campbel, who commanded the light \arcy i
infantry, a very promifing officer, was untortu- fty’s :
nately killed in this affar. Our iols otherwile d oa ! t
was trifling.  This aétion was too briihunt to g the x
need any comment of mine, and will, Iiave no rdice

doutts, bighty reccmmend lieutenant-colonel
‘Jarieton to hLis majelty’s favour. The 1ebel
forces being at prefent difperfed, the internal §
cemmotions and infurreétions in the province
will now tubfide. Lut | fhall give diretion to
ithrment-onfomcof the-moft T
gui.ty, in hopes to deter others, in tuture, from
fporting with allegiance and oaths, _apd- with the
lenity-and generofity - of the Britith govern- -
ment. ) . .

On the morning of the 17th I difpatched pro-
per people to North-Carolina, with directions 1o
our triends there to take arms and aflemble im.
mediately, and to i1cize the moft violeut people,
and all military ftores and magazines beionging
to the rcbels, and to intercept all ftragglers trom
the routed army ; and I have promiled to march
without lofs of time to their fupport: fome ne-
ceflary fupplies for the army a:.e now on their
way trom Ctarles-town, and I hope that their
arrival will enable me to march in a few days,

My aid de camp, captain KRofs, will have the
honour of delivering this difpatch to your lord-
thip, and will be able to give you the tulleft ac-
count of the {tate of the army and ceuntry. He
is a very deferving officer, and I take the liberty
of recemmending him to your lordfhip’s tavour
and patronage.

I have the honour to be, &c.

CORNWALLIS.



