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the PEOPLE of MARYLAND.
NumMser V,

et w32 HAVE very briey, and imper-
2 < fe€tly commented on mog of the

1 principal penal laws which can af-
fe€t a white fonj in this paper [
X of fhall defcend from the dignity of
plexion, and take fame notice of the- ordi.

ces frarmed only againft thofe, whofg misfor.
B¢ it is to be black.

He that is tempted to exult in the excellepce
our conftitution fhou'd refle&, that flavery is

portion of one third of its fubjefts; [ am

far enough gone in the quixotifm of po.

, to attempt the fetting them at liberty ;

every beart, that is nct dead to the focial
lings, would join with me in protetting them
fome few of the rights of nature,

20 the want of education, or the having ¢ no
brebenfion of future rewards and punith-
bots,” enbance the guilt of an altion ? or can
e circumftances, render the bare attempt by

gro as criminal as the adtual perpetration by
bite man ? If they do, an equal fhare of guiit

& be imputed to his malter, whofe duty

id oblige him to inftru@ his flaves in the
ding principles of morality and religion,

he bumane reader wquld be fhockzad, by

fing the alts of 1719, ch. 4, and 1751, eh,

As our anceftors were infpired Ly fenti.
nts like thels, it is amazirg that the penalty
killing & negro was not commuted for a gen-
fine, and a 1atisf2ction to the owner, )
be punithment of whites and biacks, for the
e off:nce, | contend thould, it poflible, be
al, thoagh good reafons might be adduced for
ing the former with greater feverity., The
ton”upon a flave to repair a de redatioa
onfefs, be a ‘punithmient

ly to bis maiter; brandi itting. cropping,
. bavea confiderable effeét by way of example;

, inftead of infpiring the offender with a -re-
ution of amendment, they harden him for the
bpetration of the moft atrocious crimes. If

eisan intuperable difScuity in the cafe, if

gerdian knot muft be cut, the guilt of blood
nk lie principally at their doors, wha intro-
ed the ftate of tavery, with alf its concomi-
pt horrors,
In looking aver the a&s of affembly, I find no
for reftraining a mafter, that would tranf.
the bounds of a moderate eorreétion, by
thing and torturing his flaves, Does not the
¢ of realon and nature call- upon us. to pre.
at thefe inhuman pralices} The a& of 1715,
s 44y {e&. 23, which relates.to malter and fer-
st, fhould have been extended to mafter and
3r0; and, if faithfully executed by the courts,
would, in a great meafnre, have (iicldcd thele
hEappy creatures from op n.” A tyranni-
| overfeer nill pretend, that, witheuta ftri&
d;-his-ne; kept in- obedience ;
itit is notorious, that the mildeft mafter has
aerally the bett governed faves.
Almoft all our penal 28s of affembly. place
Racipals- and -accsfforics on-the fame. footing §
pd the geceral rule of the common law. is,. that

y ball fuffer the fame punithment. ' The ruile
fertainly jult, with. to acceflories before
¢ faft, between whom, and acceflories after
be. faét, .there is 2, moft material difference, . It
the weakneis of compaffion, an almof amiable
ult‘:{ buman nature, which joduces ;.pﬁgr{on

knows 3 felcay to bavebeen committed, to

e, relieve, comfort, “or affift, the felom,

usdoabtedly offerids ‘agaiagt - public juftice,

it the greateft punifichent he debrves i 8-dif!
hogaty fine and imprifonment.

In treating of penal law, it may not be im<
Toper to confider the gquity of fubjeiting the

of a debtor to exeeution,

Y the: two .evils,

told by m ingeniious Thutehinsn, that,
s arrwval ‘nﬂdsv-\’ork,‘ he was ftruck
ith an in i ros;: mponiifoeing -2

hosrog;::

tbtor carried _to prifan § ber.mas {arpnhenﬁv;
[ 1

be bad got among a people totally void of

humanity. In Gérmany and Holland there is
no execution. of the body for debt, ‘I'he conft-
quence is, that every prudent man confiders,
how far the perfoa who applies for credit is en”
titled to it by his circudiftances; and the folly
of a creuitor there would at leaft equal that of
his debtor. .

In the times of reputable commerce, an abolj."

tion of this part of the law would have effeGu-
ally prevented long, and precarious credit,
which alw?s blunts the edge of the debtor's in-
duftry, and is extremely degrimental to tradz,
by abliging the merchant to\fail in his remit.
tances, dr to exat an higher adyance from those
who are punétual in payment. Ill\'n\had, been a
fubje& ot difcuffjon, at the time of entering into
the general compa&, the framers ot a govern-
ment, ¢ inﬁ‘?utd, fo]ely for the good af tire
whole,” would never have permitted the exiftence
of a law, which confers no benefic on the credi-
tor, which deprives the community of the fervice
of its fubjeRs) diftreffes families, and infringes
the deareft right of nature, I - .

Under the former confitution, it was ufual
tor the legiflature, upon the perition 6f an ho-
neft debtor, to grant relief  that is, they oblig-
ed him to give up his eftate, and, if a fingle
man, to enter into bondage for five yeard., Of
the great numbers who accepted rehief upon fuch
rigorous terms, one half perhaps had betn re-
duced by the imprudence of youth, or the in-
pofing arts of dc%in men,

Before the diflolution of that government,
more liberal and humane fzntiments began to
prevailj their laft. aét was ¢ tor the relief of
1ofolvgnt debtors.” I with, the relief provided
by that law were as general as thetitle, It iy
confined to ¢3fcy where the whole debts amount
not to /[. 290 fter. Without the interpofition
of the affebly, the law will expire at the end
of this feflion, If it is continued, I beg leave to
propofe the following amendment: trom the
word, ¢ aforefaid,” io the asth line of the firft
fe&ion of the printed law, ftrike out to the word
¢¢ fuch,” in the joth line of the fame fetion.

There is ong an of the penal law, which it
would be an infult upon common fenfe to at-
tempt to defend. A man is committed upon
fufpicion, and, far want of bailg he fubmits, for
feveral monthy, to the lofs of Jiberty ; he wangs
many of the neceffaries of life, and is expoted to
the mercilefs treatment of 3 hrutal gaolor. He
is brought forth to undergo the difgrace, and
terrors of a profgcution; and, at length is ac-
quitted, by the verdift of an impartial jury;
but he muit not be difmified, before a fatisfac.
tion for fecs, and Lis puoparty being infufi-
cient, he muf difcharge them by fervitude.

There is another mpft intolerabls grievance.
A man, who was never {ufpetted of infringing
the law, bas the misfartune to know fomething
relative to a criminal tran(a&ion; a juftice of
the peace may demand fursties for his appearance
at ceart, and: if ke is unable to find them, may
commit him. . To remedy this evil, and to pre-
vent a.defeét in juftice, 1 propole, that the wit-
uefs; thall, alowe enterintoa recognizance, .and,
if the magiftrate has-reafon to apprehend his
fudden death, or removal, let him take-his de-
pofition, in prefence of the party accu(ed, to be
made ufe of at the trial in Cafe the wifnefs can-
not, at that time, be procured, -

It wea the opinion of a judge, who was an
ornament to bis profeflion, that ¢¢ it were. better
that ninety-nine criminals fhould efcape, than
one innocent man fhould {uffer.” Here an in-
nocent perfor unavoidably fuffers, that a crimi-
sal-may nat have the remote chance of elcaping.
The relicf, given.by the a& of 1743, ch. 13, 13
little better, than a ‘mockery. Itnuft thercfore
be imputed to an unpardonable inattention in
the legiflature, under the former gove.rnm:nt,
wha hadmothing to de but amend the law, that
laft ‘msntioned, have fo long

fed. . 4 B
“’I?mdéfq my: remarks. The .reader, who
has pirufed them with candour: and astention,
will accept .my:unfeigned thanks. . Ths,lqve o
truth;:and: the, nature of my .undertaking, 1¢-
quired, that I fhould deliveimny: opinions .with
confidenes 1 _hawtver, I *have fuppreflfed many
obfervations, which;ml%l' pdmic. nf an
illenatured spplication ; it never was my inten-

tion to offend ; refentment and revenge were ne-
ver harboured in my breaft; tney are fenlations,
Iall'wa'ys endeavour to le fyee from; Lut, it af
any time, I fhould be inclined to foilow t.cir
fuggeftions, 1 fhall adopt a more manly method,
than that of injuring a chaiafter by dark hints
And ‘fubtile ailufions; I thank’ God that 1 am
litTe verfed in the focaking myftery of intriguing
politics. ko :

On the various fubje&s I have touched, I
cannot pretend to have advanced many new
things'; they hare, notwithftanding employed,
for' a lung time, the moft intenf medi ation;
I would not hrzard a ;ropofal to the puhlic, be-
fore I had carefully examined 2ll its confequen:
ces, and viewed it in every iight, _Perhaps the
felt-love, which is natura{ to every man, will
not permit me to feel the full force of the objec.
tons, which may be urged againft every one of
my” propofitiqns, s 4 :

1t ‘vinity Had any fhare in prompting me te
the undertaking, i‘]is fingle 1efletfion might
Liumble me ‘to the dult ~If the virtwous Sir
‘Thomas More, the imitiortal Montefquicu, th
amiable  Beccaria,” the ingenious Biickitone,
Lave all fubmitted to the mortifica:ion’of feeing
their benevolent fchemes, for the reformation of
penal law, at ance admired and negletted, the
mildett fate [ cap cxpeét is a total cifiegard}
however, I fhall ¢njoy one -confolation in cdm.
mon with thefe illuftrious perions, [ have dons
iy duty, agd labgured for the general good.

A REPUBLICAN.

For the MARYLAND GAZETTE.
HE honourable the feriate, liaving rejected
the bill propofed by the houfe ot delegatet,
for the confifeation of ‘Britvh propsrti, originat-
ed #nd fent to the houfe ot deiegatesa bul of
which the enclofed isa full abtteaét. | doubt
not it will attra& the att=ntion of th: public, as
the object ot it is evidently to preterve the pro.
perty of our enemnies. It was rejected by the
delegates without any debate, five members vot-
ing tor it, i !
C R I T o
AssTrACT of the A CT for the fecurity of the
Itate and the fubjefts thereot, and for other

purpofes, b 0
- PREAMBLE,

KING and parliament of Great-Britain
profecute a cruel and unjuft war, upon pretence
of rebellion. 1.8

‘This ftate and fubfedts thereof have confidera-
ble property jn Great-Britain,

Sundry perfops, in’ Great-Britain, claim pro.
perty, or confiderable vaiue; within this ftire,
and at iy right and’ proper that every ‘reafoial/e
f=curity for the claims of #5is flate,and’the lubjects
thereot, be taken and retained, «nd alio that tde
Jubfelis_of and refidents in Great-Britamn (who
clanffProperty in this fate) -make their_elSicn,

within a reafonable time, after notice; and br. ~

come fubjcé?s of this ftate, and Zmenable to s
laws, or, by neglecting to'make fuch election,
relinquith, il elaims of right to property 'within-
this ftate.: -
ENACTING CLAUSESE.
1ft. Real and perfonal property (debts excepta
ed) of Britifh fubjeéts, refidents of Great-kri-
tain, and of inhabitants of Maryland, who fince
Augutt 14, 1775, withdrew from, and deferted
the defence of this country, who fhall not ccre

&

into the ftate, oh or before the firt of May, -

1781, and within 20 days thereafter, take oiath
of fidelity &c. fhall from and immeédiately alter
faid 20 days, be taken, veited in, and poffeffed
by commiflioners, to be appoifted by the legiga-
tuic, 'and held and poffefied by them as a piedge
and fecurity, that guftice ke dome by the Ring of
Great-Britain, and bis [ubje¥s. tewards tku Jlate,
and the (3bjelds shereof.
ad".Cpmmiflioners to pay anuually the profits
of fugh eftates into the treatury, to be appiicd to
fink 2nd pay fuch part of the new bills cf crealt,
to beiffued under, refolve of congre 4 of the 18th

f "of Marcb, 17¥0, as may be the jult’ proportion -

f.thi Thi i B de
ik ."3:“,8&\?&1 ‘eftater ahnd Pro; erthy;grt;e k;;ﬁ _t;y
sommiflioners, and the profils thercof applied, s
“aforefaid, until the gnd of the' war, til the
: ;%';E‘do'- of ﬁi‘ye‘iﬁ;dzﬁdﬂi the i8 sl“,’nm&.




