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ﬁ Britsia, in the houfe of coinmans,
T NS Jnd the corruption of that bedy,
* Y& arifes from its cxienfive duration ;
3¢ the forms only of the conftiturion
cved, and, under their fan&ipns, the
may exeicite an abfolure power,
RWhenever the legiflsture becomes corrupt,
reis an end of tue liberty and fafety of the
o5le. - It is therefore neceflary, by every rea-
pable precaution, to guard its integrity.
Jt would be ridiculous to apprehend a corrup-
L of the houte of delegates, as there exifts ot
fngle t:mpution to pervert them, The go-
or and the council are annually elected;
have no feparate interefts to fecwre, and, it
bad, they bave no lucrative poits at their
Joal, which would come up to the price of
leading ‘menber of the affembly, who might
inclin:ﬁ to barter his fame and_his honetty.
therelore, we can rely oa the integrity and
Bement of oar reprefentatives, when we elect
e, there would be no necellity, on this ac-
at, to limit their duration. We mutt recur
another principle. In the courfe of a long
rm, they might f
get inherent, t derive
ountable for their conduét. - It is this confi-
ration alone, which juftifies the policy of fre-
bent elections; but the expenee and trouble of
;&ions, and the violent heats and aninofities
Bhich are trequently the confcquente,
and to overbalance the fuppoizd aavantage of
ving them annually. ‘ .
The only plauiible argumeat in favour of
boual clections, is this: when a delegate has
trayed bis truft, or proves unequal to the
g, hii coattituents have an opportunity to
fcard him at the expiration ot the year.
Bave they always the fagacity to dilcover this?
nd do they {o readily embrace the opportunity ?
ow many glaring inflaaces have we feen,
here a member, who did honour to his county,
bs been traduced, amd a particular vote pointed
gt, to demonitrate the weaknefs of his head or
pravity of his heart? ‘T'his method is too fre-
oendy practifed at elections with fuccefs; the
eas and nays are produced to provas, that the
zhts of the people have been violated by mea.
the foupd palicy of which can be fully
tpced only by time.
J repeat ance more, we want men of abilities s
are obliged to delegate a man, ignorant of
U law, except what he may have gleaned by an
ttendange on courts, or by reading fome ‘few
83 of afembly ; on his coming into the boufe,
¢ i3 utterly unacquainted with the forma -of bu.
nefs, and the charaers and wiews eof paliti-
bians ; in this fitaation, it is poffible he may be
jerapted to fubmit Lis judgment to members
perior knowledgey and, for a time, to yield

/5438 little probability of his becoming an obje& of
1 B ipfluence of the crown ofGrg}i?’ugir choice. y . i

ﬁolﬁbly forsc: that their power af a cosrupt houfe of delegates; and yet it was
u from the people, ,allowed to fit threc years, 4nd the members were
hofe truftees they are, and to whom they are ~ expofed to fuch tem

will be charafters were candidates, and, when clelted, caution,

of *

” y 0k o .
ﬂ\n" 1 of real worth from foliciting the confidence notiém of its fallibility, frem i
the public, and, iyithout a folicitatiop, there on 8 fingle patient, e e e fueech
. In my next paper, I thall proceed toa lefs
: i - invidious talk, and make fome propofitions yor
A rcprefentative fhogld bave no motive but the amendibent of our penal law. 1 he neceflity
the welfare of his country, and the laudable of a revifal has been firenuoully afferted in the
ambition of an honeft fame; to pleafe, and te houfe of delegates, and mothing, | fuppofe, but
benefit, are -by no meahs onc and the fame the urgency of affairs more immediatdly intereit-
thing; by pleafing the people, their favéur is ing, bas dalayed the undertaking ; ¢ farer arma

fecured ; but, by -ferving them effetually, a ftewtleges™ ~

man_ has irequently incured their bigheft dif- ~ 1itis an oblervation of an admired writer in
peafure, Iipeak with aliufion principally tothe America, that, ¢ ‘eould the ftraggliny thoughts
fupplics of men, and the difpofition of mo- of individuals be colleted, they would frequent-
Bey. ) - ’ ly form materials for wite and able men to im-

He that £l_lus a high valueon his feat, and proveinto ufelul shatter.” -
dreads the dilgrace of lafing that, which may be “\Jo difcharge the duty of a good citizen, in
preferved by voting agreeably to the paffions of contributing iy pittance of rude materialy, is
a misjudging multitude, canpet poflefs tne inde- the purpofe of thefe papers. Far be theinfuffer-
pendence ot fentiment, which is an eilential able arrogance of fuppofing, that 1 alone; of the
quality in a legidatos. i N huomo ‘fpecits,’ atn capable of difcovering a per-

In fome meaiure, to proyide-for that indepen. f¢& mode of goverssment, or devifing a crimninal
dence, the term fHould be prolonged 3 to what-  code, which would adjuft the nice proportion ‘of
ever length it may be extended, the evil would crimes and punithmedts, and be the beft calcu.
recur on the approach of an eletion ; but fome luted to fecure the fafety and happineis of every
defe& there muit be in every human inftitution; individual. That body of men which can do
that regulation is the wifeit, #hich is grodué’tiu this, will deferve the gratitude of ages, and mo-
of the inconvepience, . fivments fhould e ereéted to perpetuate their

Under the former conftitution, I pever heard memeries. ‘

In my progrefs through life, I have aimed at
: r e an exemption from prejudiec and prepofletlion
led t tations, as no power in this it is my maxim, never to renounce t charter
conflitution can offer, They always ftood fiym of nature, which has induged every man with
againt the infidious defigns of a goverament, fome thare of reaton to determine for himielf, I
the adminiftrators of which had inteiefts leparate litén, an, L read with attentiun, and a defire
from thole of the people ; the inoft refpeable ot inltru&ié? but I form my conclufions with
' ) nis rule I recommiend to cvery map;
their attention to the public bufinefs was fo duly and entreat him to ufe it in the perulal of thele
paitd, that they lefc no exampie of ten days elapi. remarks.
ing, after the appointed tume of meeting, before
a majosity was convened. Three years, ther;:
fore, is a term recommended by experience, t :
moit uhan(werabie argument tyu bep adduced on Tof the MARYLAND GAZETTE:
this or any other fubject. ) Nuuser IV,

1 confets, the lower clafs of mankind are de- ° HY isit, that the pofts, to the fouth.
lighted by a frequent exercife of the power of »b ward, have been left fo unprovided for
cicftion ; and, | believe, their good pleafire defence, as torender tne fuccef: of the enemy
was coniulted in the inftitution of annwal affem- attacking them, extremely piobabie? It was weil
blies; But every difcerning politician will agres, known, before thie conciufion of’ the :alt cam.
that, in matters of governwment, they are-zarely paign, thatit was & main 0djcét with :he rnemy,
acquaimted with their true interefi3. to take poffeffion of two or more of the 1outhern

On the ame orroneous principle of gratifying ftates. | he Bhicifh arnis, unuer general Frevolt;
the peaple, at the ex ¢ of their rtal good, had over-run a gicat part of Georgia, and pene-
they are invefted with the sppeintment of fhentfs. trated to the capital of South Carolira. From
That the power is improperiy -placed, is a pofi- -Hence, they were repulled, by the gailantry of
tion tao evident to be entorced by meit; 1 the invabitunts,“the valoar of the militia ot the
fhall therefere only appeal to revent ‘experience, Heighvouring ftates, agd the dil.ipline and
to determine whether it were not bdtter to con. prowefs of the continental troops. An embark-
fine the nomination of thefe officers to the gover~ tion, of four thoufaiid men, was intentied trorh
por and the council. ; _ . MNew.York, about the beginning ot Ollover,

The exceptions I lave taken may appeir ta b 1779, ko'réiﬂkﬂ. e the troops under generai Prg-
diftated by an affe&ed fingularity, or the ps ftry voit, and to enable hilm to inftitute a fecand
ambition of difplaying the ingenaty ct1he ag. merch to Charles-Town. Thre anval of the
thor s if, in any degree, 1 have attuined the dif- count d'Effaing on the coaft of Georgia, .put a
Genlt feience of feli-knowledge, I am fwayed by 1top to this embarkation, ndiré@ly, by repder-

A REPUBLICAN.

el

n implisit obedience to their will : the experi-
ace of two or three feffions enlightens his mind,
pd be bids fair for becoming an wfeful and difs
ftroing member but, at the .ead of the year,

fi¢ whim and caprice of his ¢o -the - of de BOYaL : }
caprice o niituents, ot r——&h%%—bfmﬁm—m. [ —weftérn - ffusy— exclting— ike _apprebenfions —in—

mfair management of an antagonift, givea him a
L g¢, and his fucceflor eaters, with equal
ibdvantages, upon this moft intercfting and
opdetant truft. . There isa featiment in Black.
Rooe's introdu@ion to his commenturies, fo aps
pofite to tha fubje&, that I cannot farbear tran.
cribing it. ¢ Jodeed it is-perfelly amating,
hat there thould be no otber ftate of life, no
et pecupation, art, or fciencey in which fome
piethod of inftrudion is. not lopked upon as re-
M‘:nceptonl the fcience of legifiation; the
gbleft and moft difficult of any,” To which I
l add, that an_excellent mode of obtaining
ion, in this (cience, is a diligent atten-
laoce on the houfe of delegates, -without which,
&?‘;_:;\b ftudy will form a uleful member
of that )

Every candidate maft place his aceomne in be-  flate, or the injudiclous adoption vt
» and calumpy 4 cver ' 4 which ate
e et o il ridiem of Great-Britain
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put ot his coodu
epeefented ;. when this 13 anpustly the café,
! i roaft be added

then the of his ﬁeﬁog
®hat of his time, it s enough to difcouragé 2’ every conflitution,

-

neither of thefe pitiful motives; 1 have endea. ing it ‘neceflacy for them to be detained, in or.
it dangerotis tor them to put to fea,

voured to t out thole d: 1 :
tution, ‘which, in time, may be produllive of rendering it dan : :
much mifchiet to the commonwealth, fn every leit in their voyaﬁ', to the fouthward, lhe&
place Lbave fpoken from the fallet convition f(hould falt into his hinds, B _
™ 3 - pacts Yamin __ The coupt de Oraflt; by his arrival in the
are other articles in the ronftitution, Wic the ehemy, put a ffup to an embarkation of the
conceive liable o obje&ion j but [ Kave atwayi
t an intem ekl for the reformation
of trifles to be alous and avfimd. e
. Td obvidte the chargeof prefemption 4nd arro-
gaace, in condembing the produdtion of fo many
zble patriots, I moft remar that hamaa natare
is wmequal to the tafk of inftituting, at one
nroke, a complete {yRem. Unforeiten confe-
-will arife; and it is the pare of z wife
snan 8o obey the infirulioh of experieace, the
intallible wucher of true wifdom. I
Buis: with all the real -or imagirary defedts in
curiform of government, it-ments thé labour of
u.panbgyrift; i defe@s mity be afcribed to 2
fervile imitation of theerrard irl4- deightousing
Iosrk liti-
ed fér the mé.
U 8 ma D FeTede
1)y compared to the blundering pradlice ofam pear on thé deftined coaR, Where th
p&‘i&-ﬂ M“&M ot “to" f:ﬁhﬁe Heen im~ with mmuch sdvan|
and is poffeffed of an abfurd ftitute a winter campaign,  *

fame, or a l?:r body of troops trom New.
Yoik, November, 1779, which were intenced
teor the fume quartér; by which, it w.s effetted,
that, not until the Jak ot Décémber, 1779, did
the flcet ict Al from tle Hook § fo that the
wioter winds, an everit to be expelte., falling
onit inits pulige, difmalted mo of the fhip.
fing, franded tbare on the rocks of Bermuds,
druve others to the Weit-Indies, and threw ma:
ny into our hatids, and into the hands of bur
ally. By thefe iteans, and h{' this difafter; the
expedition has'beten much delayed, and the re-
‘intofcenent’ 7&) wexkeried, the greater part of
the artillery add hories having been thrown
overboard, if the acconnts received are juR, apd
the troops much reduced in num er, that with

nall force, ill pFovided, and rady months lats
el : ] ¢

3 had hopsd
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