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E msy eafily concelde what may be the next
. © od 84d1es of . gomiffioaers “from Brivioggo the
: congrefs of thele' Baiey 1-~-Gendemnes, we.

O g

m w_m;bnc thi.candour to, confels that che, fare of

W woar bas balaneedin your faveur, and it feems’

: t0 be the will of Beaven that you (hpuld be

independent, the :
pinels time alone muft difcover.” Be this as

i mig, weare sow furnithed with'powers to ‘acknowledge, nay .
1» guarantee your independence, “You'are pleafed to think your-
folves out of your appremticefbip, ahd that with great propriety
Jou may fet up at your ews basd, “We have often told you, that
1n out opinion & thing of this kind was rather immatute, Ne-

- yertbelefs, fince it muft be fo, we are difpofed to acquidfce, 7 -

willds a3 well a3 we can 1y yau, and [et you up in the-cwprld only
it witt be neceffary that you forfake all improper company, and
place jousfelves in the firm and mastural allisace of the people of
Gieat-Britain.  Or if, from that pride of thought too natural to
men who have betn fuccefsful, you fcorn the. alliance of the
fower of Britain, yet for God'x fake do'not add youtfelves to our
sssatsral enemy, who will make afe of the advantages which the
pay d1aw from the conneion, to effe@ the ruin of us both,

We take the freedom, géhtlemen, to affure you that Britsin,
thoogh anfortsnate, yet has had your happine(s in view throvgh
the whole of this debate. " If it was her with that you fhould
centiaue longer in dependence on her, it was becaufe the thought:
it for your intereft, But now that you are arrived . to matwe
years, fae is willing that you fhould be mes, nay the will guaran-
tee your rights as_ freemen, and atone for any feverity the may hi-
tpero have exercifed, by thewing you in futare time the mott dif-
jaterefed ats of kindnefs, ’ i

Tée devil truft ber, fays an honeRt man ; and for mj part, if it
is at all proper’to introduce the devil in a ferious difcourfe, 1 muft
confefs be cannot be better coupled, than with a power who has
»8ed 1o mapy inflances fo moch like him, When we take a
vew of ber condud in paf cafes, it muft in this caft be natoral to
sk, is it poffible that Britain in ber prefeat embajly of commiffion-
1 ¢an be, in the leaft degree, fincere ? I fay it 13 not pofiible,

The paffion of a nation is the aggregate of the paffions of indi-
viduals, and bhas the fame charalers with the paffiens of anin-"
dividual, If it cao be found in hiftory or experience, that an in-
dridual who bas greatly injured his neighbour can ceafe to hate
the’individual who has been the fubje@ cf the icjury, then it
ay be poffible that a nation who has been guilty of the like in-
jadice can a& with the like forgivénefs. But in hiftory or ex-
paience there are not frequent inflances of individuals who have
done 30 injury becoming friendly to the perfon who has been the
fabject of it ; fer, though the individual who has been the fub-
ject of the injury may readily forgive, yet the individual who has
done the injury cannot know that the forgivenefs is fincere, and
thesefore cannot but ditruft, and diftrufting fear, and fearing
Yaté, and endeaveur to deftroy.

" Britaia, to the people of Amesica, has been guilty of the moft
manifeft injuttice, in advancing 3 claim of dominion which muft
bave bound them down, /imb and b:dy, in a more inglorious fer-
vitede than that in which he is placed who labours chained at-
tee galley oar. ' She has attacked us weak “and defencelefs, and’
throrgh a tedious war, by every cruelty im -arms, and by every
frasd in flipulation, has fixed upon our minds the moft dbrabie
1opreflion of hei bafenefs. She well knows that this impreflion
bas been made, and therefore it may as well be expeéted that the
Jame of ZEtna (hall flow down io a ccel fiream of refrefbing water,
as that Britain can entertain the moft diftant cordial thopght of
friendthip for America. Having a thoufand times declared that
the independ¢nce which we feemed to affeét would not te our
bagpinefs, it is not poffible that fhe can labour to eftablifh it, in
¢ir& contradiction to her own prophecy and judgment. 1am
fetfuaded that no ciscumfance in the couife of things could give
ket mote acute pain, than to be a witnefs of our happinefs in a
fate independent of her ifland, It would be as reafonable to fup-

* jofe that the devil, in his flight by the confines of heaven, could
be pleafed with the innocence and gaiety of thofe fmiling plains,

8 that Byitaia, in bher voyages on ‘thefe coafts, coul_d be pleafed
with a profpeé of thofe fieldstre-flouriffing, which (ke had
wified, and thofe houfles built again, which fhe had burnt down.:
If fae herfelf had built them, poffefling.in the meap time the
inbabitants in a fate of flavery, and dependent en ber faveur, fhe
might then, and only then, be pleafed with the ciscumftance. .
If Britain cannot with well to our independence, will the have

_itia her power to injure it, shonld we toa eredylonfly seceive ber

wnnces, and put an implicit truft in her propofals? Without
dcobt she will have it in her power greatly to injure ui. The
Dement that commiffiobers appear’and exprefs a willingnels 0
frant the long debated article of indspendence, it will be thought-
by every faperficial mind that the controverfy is wholly at an ends
Briuin will be confidesed a3 a rifiag fan, whole carly deam will be
Liiled : for recantiled with thefe ftates, she will have 3t leaft
theintentft of a friend to afiift thofe, who by court paid shall
feent tor deferve her favour, * Now it is 3 much more cafy thiog

19 pay court to a fyraxt power, than to the whole body of a free.
i L } ‘whom nothing but diftinguished

wd virtuous people, amongft 4
metit can advance to poblic office. . For this reafon, all who
bave Bot & confidence in their own iniegrity and talents will feck
tonife themfelves by .hat. power, who cap_be better (mc@ by
wtifice-and fraud, than by integrity or.diftinguished talests,
ctimped in theiy operation by an'ill-xatured priociple of virtue.
Britain will more than meet advances of this nature.  She will
out individnals, and even addiels heifelf to particular flates; and
ia the iaterim of megecletind- endeavout ‘to-allure by propilils of
particalar advantage, -She may @ipulats with ode fatz © take
bxﬁukin', ‘or 1o give to anather
the exclofive importation. of -a : cestala ancle of commerce,’ by

1his meaps conftitnting them berfalors jn the excluive impor- .

usion'of that article. To. another. she may grant the exclulive
pilvilege of trads from a ceitain'ofibér Weft-India ilands.

* “Thele cboditions, she may &ipajeje with particalar Rites, in

-operate with her 1o
Wriog ‘thé fates in genesal from theircopdetion with the canrt
o Frasce to o connellion um;.we cousg'of Briuin, ot perhaps
priftioe Bate of dependenceon bérs © Y et
-Thhd"lﬂoilamlithﬁlfo:dw«'h‘ a declaration 6ri"the part of
Bataid 16. acknowledge our'sindependence, and 8 decliration of
ber. willisignefa'so atkapwledge 71y 'on, thix coadition \babwy st
linqiith our allligew with te court of: Fiance. ~This nterval
oeay and "Gaalley; "It boila dp with, quick-fumds. |, Letns not
m3d opod ft. to negoelata, > C AT D e
<+ 1 oughe 1o be: oar/Beft goefioo;to ibe commifionsre—Geo-
0, $r¢ yop furnished ‘with; pawers to ratlfy, your confeat 1o
Ddependencs of the
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linquish your wnxdtfiral allignce with theé eourt of Franee, ° Gen-
tlemen, the expreffion is an intult upoa otir honoor, and the ides,
if admitted; would be deft1d&ive of our happintfs; You will
excufe us fmm?ny farther converfation relative to that which
appeans to be the ‘obje&k of your embafly: . Qurindepgndénce,
clear and dxfcon_n:&efi with ¢ondltions, is what we chufe to hear
conceded 10 03, apd-anuil that point; fingle and alooe, is con-
ceded, we can have no place for as) intesconsfe by writing o¢ by
meflage whatfoeves, - i N

Yam’of opinivn that even when Gréat-Britaln shall hive
ceafed every 28t of open and avowed hoflility again® vs, it will
be wife, for fome lingth of time, to keep her at a diffance. We
may reft affured that she will not eafily give up the hope of add-

« ing. thefe fates to her dominion; Circumftanced that do not

yet appear.may put an obje& of this natuse greatdy in her power,
When emigrants from her kingdom, rifing in the pride and pres
Jjudice of Englithmen, like monfters from the ocean, half man
balf shark, shall bave fpread themfelves vpon our foil, and be
added to the number. who already have the defiial mark upon
them, she may Hope. to form an indereft, by which thé balance
of our councils may preponderate in Ler behalf, When she
comes to extend her commesce, and,to plant ber faors on every
tiver of America, she may hope to accomplish that by artifice,
v}xgh.s ten years war, and a theufand fhips, bad mu bees able to
ffesr ®,
. For thefe reafons, 1 wonld nat wish to fee this country renew-
ing, with too much avidity, her intercoutfe and correlpondence .
with Great-Biitain, When tbofe men are dead, who bave [exghe
our lives, then, and thea only, will it be lafe for us to go down
into Egypts . -
: / Tue HoNEsT POLITICIAN,

& Non anni domuere decem, mon mille zarince.

Mefieurs HALL & SELLERS.

GENTLEMEN,
I SHALL now prefent the public with the follow-
ing extrat, taken from a Maryland paper, with fome
animadverfions thereon;

ExtraQ of a letter from a gentlemen in Virginia to bis friend
in tkis city, dated May 19, 1779.

¢¢ I.this moment received your’s of the 14th, and am
¢ much concerned that we are not likely to fee you here
¢¢ this fummer, tho’ I will not give up the hope.
¢ Would to God my conje@ures of the,defigns of the
¢¢ enemy had proved wrong: It hurts me to think we
¢ fhall endure this campaign, efpecially as I am con-
¢t vinced it might have been avoided, if we had acted
¢ wifely and honeftly -the laft fall and winter, I do
¢ from my foul believe we fhould have had peace this
¢¢ fpring, had it not been for the—cxecrable fadlion.”

The public may be affured, that the writer cf this let-
ter is a gentleman of charaéter, and one who was both
laft fall and winter a member of the honourable con-
grefs. If the prefent diftrefles and ravages of war, and
the expence of our blood and treafure, 1s owing to the
difhoneit and unwife pratices and conduét of any man,
or fet of men, they ought to be expofed to the public,
and the meafures they have fo fatally purfued to be re-
probated and condemned, This writer appears fully
convinced that not ony this campaign might have been
avoided, had we aéted ‘honeftly and wifely laft fall and
winter, but that we fhould have had peace this {pring,
had it not been for the execrable falion. Whatever
fattion has prevented peace, is execrable almoft beyond
the powers of langhage to exprefs; and [ am extremely
forry that this gentleman has not told us in plain words
what fattion'it is, which has prevented a peace from
taking place this fpring.—Is it a tory faltion, a Britifh,
or American fation 2—We certainly know it cannot be
a French fa&ion ; fincg his moft Chriftian Majefty has
from the firft been averle to a war with Great-Britain,
and as early as the beginning of February laft, by his
minifter; acquainted congrefs with his defire for peace,
and urged them to come to fuch refolutions, as ight
te the bafis for opening a treaty, and the putting an entl
to the ravages of war. . .

Itisre e ed that congrefs are ftill debating what the

fuch, as others fear will not be agreed to, and as they

apprehend may prevent any treaty at ali; and fuchas -

our ally, by his treaties with us, is by no means bound
fo-fapport us in demanding.—That thefc lattey are very
apptehenfive of the confequences of infiting on-articles,
which may in the very fisft ftage of a negociation bar,
all future progrefs in the treaty, and pofibly not only
difguft our ally, but prevent other. powers from ofter-
““ing to mediate, or. to_intérfere at. all in the dilpute.
"This is as important a fubjeét as has ever fell under the
confideratian of congrels ; and it is evident they confic
der it as fuch, having already fpent imore than four
months.without deciding on it, though repeatedly urg-
ed by the minifter of.France to®come to their '
“‘;l: u&ﬁhb is in the leaft acquainted with the ftate”
of publicaffairs, and the intereftand views of the con-
tending powers, will cver attribute our not having
eace, o at,leaft a negociation opened for it, to a
rench intereft or fa&ion, This dilpute in congrefs has
divided (as the" difcuffion of every important queftion

naturally mutt) the, houfe into two t?am“' .Can it
“fupp ithie fe are defigned by the phrafe
fuppoled that_cithicr of thefe figr tZt'f 2 tp Ly

aBicnt If fo, it is high time that’,
:;:‘jr:\fllfn{h of congrefs, and thcayes and noes fhould
* be publithed, but that the doors of, the houfe thould be
thrown open, and- their conftituents have an opportu-
nity of judging for themfclves, who ase the men whfp
oppafe themielves to the peace and’ happinefs of d‘;h‘ e,
ttates.—] im.vefy fenfible of the impropricty .an ‘the
“danger, as, well 43 of the, abfurd_gty,,,of:del?agnpg in.
fic’én the feyms to be propofed in atoeaty, -0n what

ti im

ub to be propoicti it e :
:d. what is not ultimatelyto, be infilted on, or,ip,
Eh:: xﬂ‘:nn'er;'fprc‘ppp_('ay are gri}‘tq.bfﬁg_ade,:xnd:.' 3
iy afterwards be explm.:d i altered, "Bt
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terms fhall be, aifd that fome men firenuoufly-infift-on - -

when this bleeding country is told, that an sxecrable

Ja&im prevents peace, itis but naturalto enquire where

this faltion is, who compofe-it, and what are their
views., - Congrefs aloite are invefted with the powers of -
war and geme; this faftion muft thereforebein that .
body, or be fo powerful at leaft without doors, s to
influence 2 majority of the votes within. From what® -
this gentleman has ‘pofitively afferted, and from general
report, it cannot be doubted that overtures or propo-

fals of peace have been .made from fome -quarter or
other ; whether ‘they originated from Frdnce or Great.
Britain, or in congrefs itfelf, is immateiial 1 Every ane

will zgree that'peace is an' wbje&t ‘moft devoutly to be

withed for, if to be had on fafe and honourahle, s well

as jult and equal terms. " ‘What then can be the views

of thofe who oppofe it? I prefume no one, whether in
congrefs, or out, whether in' the French, Americar;, -
or Britifit mtgreﬂ. is againft a peace, though they ma

differ widely in their opinions, as to the terms on whic

it ought to be made: France, having no other intereft

or objet in this war than the fecuring bur indepen-
dence and fovereignty, and the feparaung us for ever
from Great-Britain, by which her commerce would be
gnl:ugcd‘,.and that of her rival leflened,” and her increaf-

Ing maritime powef.checked;—it is €vident, that terts
which will fecure this muft be-agreeable to France,m——

Had Great-Britain, when firft made acquainted with

tife treaties between thefe United States and France,
agreed to a (ufpenfion of hoftilities, and offered to trear

m‘th us as fovercign, independent Hates, on terms -
milar to thofe in the treaties with France, what wo.ll
have been the confequence ? Muft it not have profuced
an immediate peace? France withed to avoid a war,
and had no demands on Great.Brita'n on her own ace

" count, but what might have been adjufted without re-
courfe to arms, .On our part, we did notstake up arms
with the view of conqueft and acquifition, either of
new territories or rights.,  Our petitions, before hoftilie
tics were commenced, were ¢ for peace, liberty and fufi -
&y, not for any new right in our faveur.” If Great-Bri«
tain has altually made, or is willing to liften to over-.
tures of peace; if our ally is folicitous to put an end to
hottilities, and to ftop the further effufion of human
blood ; if other powers, convinced of the jultice of our
caufe, are willing and difpofed to cffer, their mediation ;
is it poffible there can be a party, a faltion, in thef:
ftates, and in_their councils, who oppofe themfelves to .
peace, and wifh to prolong the horrors and catamitics of = * /
war }—If fuch a faction does exift,"what are their mo-
tives and views ? Do they wifh to make acquifitions to
thefe ftates by conzuelt; or do they imagine’ that in
treaty we are in a fituation to ditate the terms ? Cox.-
grefs, in their declaration of independence, in (e name
of the United States of America, folsmnly publifb and dzclare
that thefe united colonmies are, and of right ought 1o be, free
and independent ﬂaru, and 1kat ar frea and indepandent:

ull porver to levy avar, comclude peace,
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contraB alliances, eflablifh commerce, and to do all cther g
als aad tkings avkbich inacpendent flates may of right dos !
His Molt Chriftian Majelty, convinced of the juiticé of S! -
this declaration, formed an alliance with thefe ftates, by ¥
which be engaged'to guarantee to them their fovereign- 3
ty and independerice, as well as the territories to them
belonging, and certain others, if in the courfe of the
war they thoud acquire thesh.—The words of the treaty
on this {ubjet are as follow i _ k-
$¢ ARTICLE 2d. The eflengial and direct end of the
prefent defenfive alliance is, to maintain effetualiy
the liberty, fovereignty and .-independence, abfolutd
¢ and unlimited, of the faid United States, as wellin 3
¢ matters of government as of commerce,”. o 2 i
t ArTicLe 11th, The two parties guarantee mu.
tually, trom the préfent time aiid for ever, againft all
¢ other powers, to wit, the United States te His Moft
¢¢ Chriftian Majéfly, the prefent pofleflions of the crown
¢ of France in America, as well as thofe. which it may
¢ acquire by phe future treaty of peace; and Hj
¢« Chriftian Majefty ntees on his part, to the Unite
¢ ed States, their libesty, Tovereignty ahd, indepeh

¢ dence, abfolute dnd unlimited, as wéll.id mitsers of
¢ government as commerte ; and alfo their poflzffions,

%« and the additions or conquefts that théir confedera-

¢ tion may obtain during the war, frgm:dny of the .
‘¢ dominions now or, heretofoie.pofieffed by Great.Brie

¢ tain, ip North America; conformabie to the fifth

¢ and fixth. articley aboye written, the'whole as their
-6« pofieflion fifall be fixed. and aflured to the.faid ftates;- <
“ at the moment of the ccffation of their prefent war -~
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It is not my intention to make any obfervations on -
this, or any other parts of the treatits: They .are evia
dentiy expreffed in clear, unequivocal ‘terms, and ap-’
pear to have been di&ated by plain, fincere and-found
policy. There can be no doubdt as to ‘what the 'cone
traling parties, by thofe treaties, guarantied to eagh -
other; bLut it is reported, 'tirit the debates and delays
in.congrefs, on the ternms of the treaty prepofed to bt )
opened; have arifen from the defire and Wwithes of fome™ ~_. ‘!
- men to include in it certain, objetts and rights, which /
were riot in our pofleflion, either at tiie time of the de= 27
. claration of independence, or of the cfncluling.the .~
treatics of Paris: In a word, that a right of fithing-on(y,, K|
the, banks of Newfoundland thall peacknowledgeu-and ;. ¢
arantied to thefg ftates, and that fuch an article fhall
& made a fine gua niu of the treaty.. L
o Thy ﬁm{q;’s undoubtedly ait ubjedbof “great confe-
Wence to the Unitéd. Statés, to two or three,of them

. more efpecially. But as thefe banks are ngt.gontiguous -
Y0 she '&;res ,of at

o the ;of thefe' Rates 5. as it 19 aiquelticn;,”
._22;:;1(;: the, {ubielh,of thefe flates had. anyothes Tight'

:ta that fithery; but what they derived fioin their teigs! il
fubjfs of Great-Britaln; and a3 ik candovbe pretesics ©
e I'.A‘.“,‘",-- Sy 4 b ,;-1- i G o e a3 el P




