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Lafc Mdniay a thip of war, with a tranfport or
two, arrived at Gwyn's ifland, where it is thought
they have landed between 2 and 300 troops, from the
nu.aber of tents which have been erected. g

ANNAPOLIS, Juy ir

Yefterday evening fix companies of the firft battalion
of Maryland troops ftationed in this city, and com-
manded hy col. William Smallwood, embarked for the
bead of ¥k in high (pirits, and three companies of the
fame battalion ftationed in Paltimore-town, embarked
yefterday morning for the {fame place, from thence they
are to proceed to Philadelphia.

Extrafl of & letter from Philadelphia, dated Fuly 6, 1776,
Saturday morning.
¢« General Howe hat landed a great body of troops on
Staten-Ifland : His force cannot be afcertained. Gen.
Wathington and his troops are in bigh fpirits : The
firength of our army at New-York cannot be afcer-
tained, the militia pour in fo faft that it is impracticabie.
The Jerfey militia, amouating to 3500, have acquired
great honour in forming and marching with fuch ala-
crity and expedition. ihey have for fome time paft
got over to New-York. 71he battalions of this city
(every opcz of them) are marching to Trenton and
Brunfwick, in the ferfeys:
pay of this province, marched yefterday for the fame
places. The militia in the counties are alfo ordered to
march: Qut of thefe bodies thiy mean to form thex_r
quota of the flying camp, to be pofted in the Jerfeys,
and to be at tie command of general V/afhington. It
s cxpelood thav e Lower Counties and Maryland will
immediately march their quotas of militia, to compefe
the flying camp to this city, to defend it in tae abfence
of its own battalions, : 4 ;
¢ Your hour of trial is come, your plighted f_;mh, your
ublic honour, the lo e of your cguitry, and its dearett
r'tberties, in this moment of imminent danger, demand
that you inftantly fly to the afiiftance of a filter
,@ k. 5 Satyrday noon,
¢ An exprefs ,iuﬁ arrived from gen. Wathington.
Howe's army confiits of 10,000 men :' Admirai . owe
is not yet arrived - but hourly expeéted with 140 tail,
hav.ing‘on board 20,000 troops: ! he enemy’s grand
army will confift of 30,000. I he whole militia of this
province are ordered to the ferfeys. We are in anxious
expectation to Lear fronr Mar, land, nor can we for a
momen: entertain a doubt. that our brethfen. will de-
fert us in the day of our dfftrefs The farnters here
have ieft their hatveil, and caft agay the {cythe for the
ufket. 1 fhould rejoice to hear you have imitated fo
audable, fo glorious an exampie.” . * |

In CONGRESS, Philadelphia, Tuly 4,

A DEcLARATION b¥ the reprefentatives of the
- UNiTED fTATES of AMERICA, in gene-
ral congrefs affembled,

HEN in'the courfe of human events, it becomes
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i he mfle battaion, in the * tended offen es:
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He has obftraéted jthe adminiftration of juiltice, by
refufing his affent tb laws for eftablithing judiciary
powers. ! . 25l

He has made judges dependent on his will alone,
for the tenure of their offices, ‘and the amount and
payment of their falaries.

He has ereéted a multitude of new offices, and fent
hither fwarms of officers to harrafs our people, and
eat out their fubftance. = :

He has kept among us, in times of peace, ftanding
armies, without the confent of our legifiatures.

He has affeted to render the military independent
of and fuperior to the civil power. 7 S

He has combined with others to fubjet us to a jurif-
dition foreign to our con&i’fl_ition, and uqack:}ow-
ledged by our laws; giving his affent to their alts of
pretended legiflation : .

For quartering large bodies of armed troops.2mong us:

For proteéting them, by a mock trial, from punith-
ment for any marders which. they fhould commit on
the inhabitants of thefe ftates :

For catting off our trade with all parts of the world :

For impofing taxes on us without our confent =

For depriving us, in many cafes, of the benefits of
trial by jury : 3

For traniporting us beyond feas to be tried for pre-

For abolifhing' the £ em i :

neighbouring province, e(tahl'n_ﬂnng therein an arbi

trary government, and enlarging its boundaries, {o

to render it at once an example and fit inftrument 4

introducino the (ame abfolute rule into thefe colonies:

For taking away our charters, a olifhing our moft

. valuable laws, aund aitering fundamentally the forins
of our governments : . -

‘For fufpending our own legiflatures, and declaring

themfelves invefted with power to legiflate for us in ail
cafes whatfoever. : .
He has abdicated government here, by declaring us
out of his proge@ion and waging war againft us.
He has plundered cur feas, ravaged our coufts, burnt
our towns, and deftroyed the lives of our pcopie.
He is, at this time, tranfporting large armies of
foreigh mercenarics to compleat the works of death,
defolation, and tyranny, aready begun with cirjum-
ftinces. ‘ot cruelty and perfidy, fecarcely paralleied in
" the moft barbarous ages, and totally unworthy the
héad of a civilized nation.

He has conitrained our fellow citizens taken captive
on. the high feas to bear arms againit their country, to
become the exscutioriers of their friends and brethren,
or to fall themitives by their hands.

He has excited domeiiic infurretions amongft us,
and, has endeavoured to bring .on the inhabitants of
out frontiers, the mercilefs (ndian favages, whofe
known rule of warfare, is an undiftinguithed deftruc-
tion, of all ages, fexeé and conditions, ;

_ Inevery ftage of thefe cppreflions we have petitioned
for redrefs in the moft humble terms: our repeatéd
petitions have-beenaniwered only by repeated injury.
A prince, whofe charatter-is  thus marked by every

neceffary for one/peovle to difiplve the political bands ~ 2¢t which may define a tyrant, is unflt to be the ruler

which bave eonneéted them with another, and to af-

. fume among the powers of the earth, the feparate and

equal fation to which the laws of nature and of na-
ture’s God entitie them, a decent refpe& to the opi-
ey afrandind requin s-that they fhould deciare the

" caudes whica impel ther to the feparation.

We hold thefe truths to be feif-e.ident, that ali men
ace: created equal, that they are endowed by their

. ereator with certain unalienable rights, that among

thefe are life, liberty, and the puriuit of Happinefs—
that to fecure thefe rights, governments are initituted
among men, deriving their juft powers from the con-
fent of the governed, that whenever any form of go-
vernment becomes deftrutive of thefe ends it is the
right of the people to alter or to aholifh it, and to in-
fiitut: new government, iaying its foundation on iuch
principles, and organizing its powers in fuch form,
as to them fhall feem moit likely to effeét their fafety
and happinefs. Prudence, indeed, will diftate that
overnments long eftubliithed fhould not be changed
ar li.ht and tranfient caufes; and according!y all ex-
perience hath fhewn, that mankind are more difpoted
to fuffer. while evils are fufferable, than to right them.
felves by abolithing the forms to which they are ac-
cuftomed. Fut when a long train of abufes and ufur-
potions, puriuing invariably the fime ohjed, evinces
ad:fign to reduce them under abfolute delpotifim, it
is their right it is their duty, to throw of fuch go-
vernment, and to provide new guards for their future
fecurity. fuch has been the patient fufferance of thefe
colonies; and fuch is now the neceflity which con-
firains them to alter their former fyftems of govern-
ment. The hiftory of the prefent king of Great i ri-
tain isja hiftory of repeated injuries and ufurpations,
all bhaving in dirett object the eftablitiment of an ab.
folute tyranny over thefe ftates. To prove this, let
fatis be fubmitted to a candid world.

He has refufed his affent to laws, the moft whole-
fome =ng meceffary for the public good.

tic ma- forbidden his governors to pafs aws of im-
meciate and preffing importance, uniefs fu'pended in
their operation till his affent thould be obtamed; and
when fo fufpended, he has utterly negleéted to attend
to them.

ite has refuled to pafs other laws for the accommo-
dation of large difiricts of people, unlefs thofe people
would relinquith the right of reprefentation in the le-
gifature a right ineftimable to them and formidable
to tyrau.s only.

He has calied together legiflative bodies at places
unufual, uncomfortable, and dijjant from the depofi-
tory of their public records for the fole purpo e of
fatiguing them into compliance with his mea‘ures,

He has diffolved repreientative houfes repeatedly,
for oppefing with manly firmnefs his invafions on the
rights of the people.

He has reiufed for along time, after fuch diffolu-
tions, to caufe others to be eleéted ; whereby the le-
griltive powers, ineipabie of annihilation, have re-
turned to the peopie at large for their exercife; the
ftaic remaining in the mean time expofea to all the
Hdancers of imvafion from without, and convalfions
withm, .

Ee has endeavoured to prevent the population of
-befe ftotes; for that purpofe obftrulting the laws for
aatwa iz.uon of foreigners; refufing to pafs others to
enconrase their emigrations hither, and raifing the con-
s Wor's of new apprepriations of lands,

of a free people. e :
_ Nor have we been wanting in attentions to our Fri-
tith brethren. We hape warned them from time to

time of attedipts by thirlegiflature tq.extend an un-
'EIB' > 8 it

‘varrantable j : OVEr us. (e liaw 4
Jiem of the circumitd ces of our emicration and fit-
tiement here. We have appealed to their native
juitice and magnanimity, and we have conjured them
by the tics of our comwmon kindred to difavow thefe
u'urpations, which, would inevitably interrupt ous
conneétions and eorrefpondence. - They too bave been
deaf t7 the voice of juftice and of confangrinity. We
muit therefore, acquiefce in the neceflity, which de-
nounces our fcparation, and bold them, as we hoid
the relt of mankind, enemies in war, in peace, friends.
We, therefore, the reprefentatives of the Usirep
STAT s OF MERIGA in general congrefs, aflembled,
appeaiing to the fupreme juige of the world for the
rectitude ,of our intentions, do, in the name, and by
authority of the good peopie of thefe colonies, folemn-
ly pubiith and declare, that thefe united colonies are,
and of right ought to be, free and independent Rates ;
that they are abfelved from all allegiance to the Bri-
tith crown and that all political conneétion between
them and the ftate of Great Britain, is and ought to
be totaily diffolved ; and that as free and independent
ftates, they have full power to levy war, conclude
peace, contraét alliances, eftablith commerce, and to
do all other alts and things which independent ftates
may of right do. And for the fupport of this declara-
tion, with a firm reliance on the proteftion of divine
Providence, we mutunally pledge to ecach other our
lives, our fortunes, and our facred honour.
Signed by erder and in behalf of the congrefs,
JOHN HANCOCK, prefident,
Atieft. o
CuariLes THoMsON, fecretary,
*
In CONVENTION, Annapolis, 41 July, 1776.
WHEREAS the Unitad Colonies have been re.
duced to the fatal seceslity of taking up arms in defence

. of their indubitable .nd incftimable rights and liberties :

VeI

And whereas ¢ of the inhabitants of this colony,
loft to every senerous fentiment of liberty, and of love
to their country and pofterity. have kept up a traiterous
correfpondence with, and fupplied the Kritith troops
and navy with provifions, and fome of them have joined
in arms, and others have ated as pilots on board the
enemics {hips and veffels, whereby the fafety and liber~
ties of this and eur fifter colomies may be endangered,
Theretore RESOLVED, ¥hat if any inhabitant of
this colony thall, after the fifth d vy of Auguft next,
within or without this colony, or any perfon whatever,
being an inhabitant of any other of the United Colo-
nies fhall within this colony, after the faid fifth day of
Augutt next,, levy war agaimft the United Colonies, or
any of them, or fhall adhere to any perfon or perfons
bearing arms or employed in the fervice of Great-
Britain againtt the United Colonies, or any of them ; or
fhail aford fuch perfons, or any of them, any aid or
comfort, or fhall give them, or any of them, or any fub-
je€t of Great-Eritain, any intelligence of the warlike
preparations, or defigns of the United Colonies, or any
of them. fuch perfon, on conviétion thereof by a petit
jury, after a prefentment by a grand jury, in a court to
be er-cted in this celony, by the next convention, for
tie tnal of ‘uch cfferders, fhall fuffer death withoat be-
nefit of clergy, and forleit all the cflate which he had af
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the time of the commiffion of t'ie crime, to be applici
to the ufe of this colony, unlefs fuch convifted perfos;
fhall be pardoned by the perfon or perfons invelle
with the power of granting pardons for fuch offences.

Relved, ‘I hat the feveral offenees afore(id fhail re-
ceive the fame conftructiors that bave been given by
the judges in England to fuch of the (aid cffences as are
enumerated in the ftatute of Edward the ‘i hird, com-
monly called the ftatute of trealons.

Refolved, ) hat it any inhabitints of this colony fhall,
after the fifth ‘day of Auguft next, within or withou:
this colony or any perfon whatfoever, fhall within thic
colo.y, after the faid fifth day of Augzuft next, forge or
counterteit any of the bills of credit iffued Ly the con:
grefs, by the affembly, or convention, of any of the
United Colonies, or by any of the conventions of this
colony or alter the fum exprefled in any of the faid
bills of credit, or fhali offer, or caufe to be offered, in
payment, any fuch counterfeit, forged, of altered bill ot
credit, knowing the fame to be counterfeit, forged or
ajtered, and fhall be thereot convitted by a petit jury)
after a prefentment by a grand jury, in a court to b=
ercéted in this colony, 'y the next convention, or fhaij
it mute, or pcremptorily challenge'above the number
of twenty of the pdonel, fhail fuffer death as a tefon
without benefit of cle¥gy. ‘\
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4 DECLARAT
MARYLAND.

T O _be exempted from parliamenty taxation, and ta

ION of the DELEGATES q,\

r:gulate their internal government and saiity, ti -

peopie of this colony have ever confidered as their inhe
rent and unalienable right : Without the former, tirey
i can have no property; without the latter, no fecurit}
* for their iives or liberties. o y
 The pariiament of GrezZt Britain has of late claimec
' an uncontroalable right of binding thefe colonies in al
' cafes whatloever : o enforce, an unconditional fub.
. mifion to chis claim, the legiflative and executive
i powers of that ftate have invanably purfuéd, for thef:
ten y.ars pait, a tucied fyiem of opprefliun, by paffing
many impolitic, fevere and crucl alts. for raifing a re
venue from the coloniiis ; by depriving them, in many
cales, of the trial by jury, by altering the chartere
conditution of one colony and the entire floppage o
i the trade of its capital; by :utting off alkintercourf:
‘between the colonies ; by reftraming them from fithing
on their own coaits; by extmdmg the limits of an.
erciling an arbitrary government in the province .o
Qxiibec;, by confifcating the property of the colenift:
taken on' the feas, and compeliing the crewsof thei:
veflels, under the pain of deuth, to aét againit their na.
tive countyy and deareft friends, by declaring all fei.
zures, detentivn, or deitruction of the perions, or pro.
perty of the:colonills to be legal an | juit.

A war unjuitly commenced bath béen profecuter
againﬁ the United Colonies with crueity, outrageou:
violence, and perfidy ; flaves, (avages, and foreign mer.
cenaries h-ve becn meanly hired to rob a people o
their property, liberties, and lives; a people guilty o
1o other crime than'deeming the lait of no eitimatior
without the fectre enjoyment of thie former .
hamble and dutiful petitions tor peace, liberty, ane
fafety have been rejeéted with fcorn; fecure of <and re-
lying on foreigxhd, not on his natjonal forces, the ya-

(Ceients i#os s st
Tus aniwer toFThe citp ot 1.ondon, bis‘determined and
mexorabie reiolution of reducing thele colonies to ab.
ject flavery, . .

Compelled by dire neceflity, either to furrender oy:
properties, liberties and lives, into the hands o' a Britii,
king and parliament, or to ufe fach means as will mo!
provably fecure to us and vur pofterity thoie inveluable
biéffin;s, a

we, the DELEGATES of MARYLAND, in conven-
vention.aflembled, do declare, that the king of reat.
EBritain has violated his compaét with this people, =i
that they owe noallegiance to hitn: We have thereio e
thought it jult and necefiary to impower our deputie
in congreis to j6in with a majority of the United Colo..
nes in declaring them free and independent itates, ir’
framing iuch farther confederation between them, ir
making foreign allimces. and in adopting fuch. ot!c;

 meafures as fall be judged neceflary for the preferve.

s tion of their libertiss; provided thé jole apd exclufi e
rights of regulating the mternal polity and governme:t

(ot this colony be referved to the peopie thereof. \: ¢
have alfo thought proper to call a new convention, t i
the purpofe of eftabiithing a government in this coiony.

,-=-DNo amb tious viess, no defire of independence, in:
duced the people of Maryland to form an union witk
the other colonies.---To jrocure an exemption from
pariiamentary raxation, and to continue to the lesla.
ture. of thete colonies the fole and exclufive riont of
reguiating their internal polity, was our origina? and
cnly motive. To maintain inviolate our libertics and

- to tranimit them unimpaired to pofterity, was our duty
and ficft with; our next, to continue connected with,
and dependent on Great-Britain, For the truth o
thefe aflertions, we appeal to that Almighty Being wi
1s eraphatically ftyied the Searcher of freag.. ...|
whofe omnifcience nothing is concealed. Ty i <
his divine protection and aififfance, and truttin;- to the
juftice of our caule, we exhort and conjure every viriu.
ous citizen to join cordidily in defence of our cominox
rights, and in maintenance of the freedom of this and
her fifter colonies, f

ar.
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This Convention, taking into ccnfideration the R .
SOLVES of the CONVENTION of VIRGINIA, of
Friday the 3:1ft day of May lai, relative to the
proceedings of this convention in May, refpedting
the cafe of governor 2.4 E N, came to the follow.
ing refoiutions :

Refolved, That this convention cannot but he o
opinion, that the faid Tefolutions of, the canvention o
Virginia were not only hafty, and made without a du
and proper refleétion, but betray a difpofition to inter
fere in the affairs of this colony, and that thofe refolu-
tiuas might have proved highly iajuriods to the gencral
interelt of America, by infufing groundiefs jealoufies,
and effeting fatal divifions. )

That th:s convention never interrpeddled, nor was
difpofed to interfere, with th;mﬂ"l’s’a’f Virginia, bu!
bath zt all times fhewn adie and proper reipeét to ti «
convention of that colopy, and on all occafions mu't
have evinced their ﬁm{ra i tender regard for
people thereof ; and this cenvention cannot be of or
moa rhat the convention of Virgiaia couid believe, b
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