. other reafons " why Englind{would’'give up any points
f.r the 4ak= of reconciliation ; ambefore this point 13
fertled, you muit canvince us, thar the people ot kog-
land are not gammersby our avitte.d ng trade'to the Wett~
Indics ; for as the large quantitics of -rum and fugar
which we so mery iniported trom thg iflands, will now
be fent 1o Engrand, tue price to the - onsumer there will
bz conti.eramy abated; of courfe the quantity uted by
the ower clats of people, wiki be encreaftd, and as .
thals articles pay very high duties, the reunue willbe ca-
pita iy enarged;-and 1t may be fuppoled to have this
furcer emnds; the great tracts of grouna hitherto oc-
cupred in  niland, tor raiing graix, purely to dittl
f-i:ts, will in a great meature be deprived of their ob-
Je¢t, by the plenty of rum carried in trom the Welt-in-
dies; ~11. asa totai  opis put to the exportation of tea,
it niy pro .anty tail fo iow m Fnglaud as, together with
the low price of .ugar, to make it a very general diet,
morning and night, for the lower ciais ot prople; thus
druskiag torei_n fpint, and making part ot their meal of
foreign pro.u.e, tae land which was -efore empioy ud-
in 1pzyc lervices may be fpared for raifing provifisns 1o
Ship 10 the Wesi-Indses, whiere they will be fure to come to
a good market, as long us we with-holdour grade tl}xth:_r;
—theictire you muit fhew fome funitantial reaton for
your oviiitn  that it is the intereft of England to with
sur t.de with the Weft-Indies reftored to its‘old ftate ;
for it en land can now buy her jugar and rum cbeaper,
apd teid et rain bigher than formerly, why fhould fhe
wiih to re uaite with us on this fcore? A rtuii reply t0
ttns fug cition is expected.  You mult alfo pruve that
}ugiand, on a re.union, would grant us fuch a_protec-
tion as would fecure our property in any part of the
woile; and that on our complaining to their court of
feizu:ies or detainer of our vefiets, by the » utlians, hor-
mauns, ~wedes, Lanes, L.amburghers, Dutci, French,
Foituguefs, paniards, the ftates of Medina, J ufcany,
Venice, .OME, . €ncva, Courland, Grecian, uikifh, or
pirati.al ftates &c. &c. that they would demand initant
* fatistaction and reft.tution for us as is ulual_with their
own fhips, and all this without bringing us in for any
fhure of the expences.- - Bufinefs of this k nd: took up a
great deal of the astention of the Common awealth ot I ng-
Tand ; their veflels being frequently defained and in-
fu ted, but by the fpirited conduét ot the Proteétor, jufl.
tice was always obtained :—It is therefore_your part to
.fhew, 'that, on a re.union, the King of Great- Britain
wou.d take .as wmple care of thc Americans, in: fuch
: cates, as ('romwéll did of Britith property ; or if a re-
union fhould mot take place, you are to point out futfi-
_cient reafons to.juftify you in the fuppofition, that Ame-
_ricn.has not, or jay not, have a-naval power compe-
- tent to the tafk of doing herfelf juftice. _Yow muit alfo.
fh.ew, in caie of a re-union that Fngland would not call
on us lor 4 fhure of tire expences attending a compact
with Kufii: or other kuropean princes, in order to keep

man Catheiic fiat:s,” thereby preventing popery from
over running tie world, . nd you muft laftly fhew,
that by a reconciliation on conflitutional principles we fhail
return 1o the 7r eeamaney-getring $1ade awe Jarmerly enjyed,
i and that we fhall have it ealaryed to us ppon a grand
o .maton’ fcd.c, wirhout any re ard to the private emolu-
T U ment ot ki OF TUar party
, - generm intereft of the whuie gmpite, wittiout our paying
! any taxes for the fupport of governinent, more than

iots: T blefpza pE FECQULH

_ but difcover the rock he'isdriving on.

" and unexplained expreflions.

- bhefirlt-of_Cato'sletters is infipid in- its fti -

-~ up the talance of the prot flant power againft the xo- -

el

A proved'sbon pract
‘the point. < He ‘cantipt .
¥ he fate of the
Roman Cato ia before bis eyes : andthat the public may. -
be prepared fyt his fyneral, and for his funeral-oration,:.
I will ventu ¢ to predi& the time and the manner of his
exit. ‘The moment he explains his terms of reconcilia-
tion the typographical Cato dies.  1f they be calculated
to pleale tr:- inet, they will not go down with the
colonies ; and if they be fuited to the celonies; they
will be reje€ted by the cabinet : the line of no-variation
is ygt untound ; and, like the philofophers ftone, doth
not exift, “ 1 am bold,” fays Cato, ¢ to deciare, and -
s« yet hope to make it evident to every honeit man, that
¢ the true intereft of America lies in reconciliation with
s¢ Great- britain on conflitutional principles ™ .

T his is a curious way of lamping the bufinefs indeed!
And Cato may aswell attempt to catch lions in a moule-
trap as to hope to aliure the public with fuch general
It is now x mere bug-beur
to talk of reconciliution O conflitstional principles, unlefs—
the terms of the firft be produced and fenfe of the other
be dcfined ; and unlefs he does this he does nothing.

‘To foliow Cato through every abjurdity and falthood
in the compals of a * letter is impoffible ; neither is 1t
moaw neceflary. Cafandra (and 1 thank him) hath faved
me much irouble; there is a fpirit in his remarks wkich
honetty only. can infpire, and a uniformity in the con.
du of his letter which the want of principal can never
arrive at. Mark that Cato.

One obfervation which [ cannot help making on Ca-
to's letters, is, that they are addretled ¢ To the People of
Pmn_[jItr.zuu'a'l only : in almolft anz other writer this might
huve patled unnoticed, but we know it hath mifchiet in
its meaning. 1 he particular circumftance of a con
vention is undoubtedly provirial, but the great bufincfs
of the day is continental. And he who dares to endcz-
vour to withdraw this province from the glorious union
by which all- are fupported, deferves the reprohation of
all men. It is the true intereft of theé whole to go hand
in hand ; and difmal in every initance would be the fate
of that colony which thould retreat from the protection
of the reft.

8

ble? kut Ke cunningly Tvoids

guage and fubftance : crouded with perfonal and private
muendos, and dire@ly levelled againt ¢ the majefly of
the people of Pennfylvania.” The committee could only
call, propofe, or recommend a convention ; but like all
other public meafures, it (ill retted with the pcople at
large whether they would approve it or not ;. and Cato’s
rezloning on the right or wrong of that choice is con-
temptible; be aufe, it the body of the people had
thought, or thould think, that the affembly (or any of

—the.r delegutes in congrefs) by firting under the emuar-

raffinent of caths, and entangled with gowernment and’
governars, are not fo erfeltly free as they ought to be,
they undoubtedly had, and itiil ha-e, both the right aud
power to place even the whole authority of the aliembiy
in any t of men they pleate; and whoever is hardy
enough tolRey to the contrary is an ensmy to mankind.
The coniticution of Pennfylvinia hathbeen twicechanged
throuyh the cunning of tormer roprietors; tursiy, tae
prop ¢, whole right, power and prop: ity is vreater than

;'7 .’b le 2nd un”é(?" d p" CXL(

fattion-an4 fedirion amang ourfelves, o« " ! ,
It is but too reafvnahle, thex, to.conclude, that
whichfoever {ide, .Great-Britaln or America, fhal fistt .
call in foreign affiftance, will hue force the other into the
fame defperate meafure. Lh either cafe,; this devoted
land would become one field of blood and carnage for a
length of years; which, atla#, it is apprehended, would:
only be dieadfully clofed in our perpetual fubjeétion and
flavery to the viétorious fide, whether allies or foest It
is, indeed, impoffble to delcribe the miteries of that
country which is once made the feat of foreign wars,
‘Torn in pieces by contending armies, fubjeéted to the
alternate ravages and oppreflions ot rival powers the
merchant, the favmer, the pealant, has nothing to cait
his own. Eventhe wite of Lis bofomn, and the dausliten
of his affeétion, are not fafefrom the unbioly violence f
mercenary foldiery, rioting through every corner ot
land not taeir own, infolent in victory, uad barbaraus
in defeat. )
—_Altsough- we now fadly bleed under the cruel hand
of an unjult.adminittrationy wito have kindled up a o
unnatural war among Lrethren in their own land,
yet (God be thanked) that war hath not reached, and 1
tru:t will never be wble to reach, much farther than oue
fea-fhores. A nation cannot loag continue totaily blnd
to all its moft eflential in ereits. Cur owa vi our
and virtue have aiway: gonz a great way to con.
vince our oppieflors of the inanity,as weilas tbe impra-.
ticabiiity, of their fchemes to govern a great and diltane
country by force. Ferieverance, on our fide, will {pee.
dily accomp ifh the refi. Our triends in writain, un.
bought by us, and uncorruoted by cur foes. are yet of
more worth to us than whole nation: of forei ners
drawn in to our affiltance by mercenary or in:c‘i':lte'i
views. If, by no precipitate or unneceflary mneatures
we forfeit the elteem of tue former, and make them alﬁ; :
enemies, we thall prevail by our united ttrengrh, ;
dzvices of thofe, who, for ambitious purpofes, tirive io
divide a houfe againit itfelf, will be finally confounded;
and the whele family st 8ritons, on both fidzs of th;
Atlantic, may yet be bound.together, by frefh ties of
mutual love and interst---formuany generations !

But. I rcpeat it once more- -by the former meafure
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“foreigners to degideour quarrels, we (hall
bleed, not in atew parts only, butat every pore; and
the prefent generation will not probably fec the end of
the conteft. Would to heaven, that they who piefs
fuch a meafure, as being preferable to a reconciiiativa
with our ancient friends, upon whatever terms, could
but behold the face of Poland, and vifit the fcen=s of ha.
voc and defolation which mark the late tootfteps of con.
tending foreign powers br that country; or jeud the
accounts of the like fcenes i many parts of Germaiy). §
They would not then continue to urge fuch a meaue,
till t¥1ey could clearly prove that the lait necciiity Wt
come. A

Let it not be faid that T am hers drawing a horrible
picture to frighten this ceuntry into an ablotute tin.
miflion to Great-Britain, No. [ perievere inny e
lict, that on our prefent plan of refitance, ~ritai can
never torce us either into iubmifilon or r-conciiiaion
but upon fuch terms as tiie uaited wifdom ot the cax.;:
nics thall deem fate and honourable. But upsn

Sutufon principles of the-—~that of any. finglewan, may. naks_fuch alidrstions ia

their mode of government, us the change of times apd
things require. Cato is exceedingly tond of impredling

ottrerpran,~hris murtrto-berteaed,; that fubmitivn 5 §

i what we-fave, been wied to (the dedtariing from the
prefent di puté m' excepted.) i hat the adminiftra-
tion ot ‘jultice, and fecurity of gropcrt will be as up.-
right and ‘afe as heretofore ; and that the prefeat bappi-
nijsand jacure fiderty of America would be as well 1nain-
‘faincdin a rexunion as by a leyas-tion. i

Thete are headsy, which I would wifh to fee feparate-
ly,.and largely. difcuffcd; and I intreat you “gentle-
men; to purfue the fubjet with calmnef and temper.

, Stick to the marter, and nogleét the man; it imports
noty awbe is the adriter, but all are eventuaily cencern-
ed-in the cayfe. - 1 fhall read your controveriy with

reat artention, and fo will thoufands befides ine; and

" 1f, upon an impartial hearing, it fhall appear to be for
the,real intereft of America, to cutthe gordian knot
and’ eftablifh independence—1 declare, with the utmoft
fincerity and folemnity, that 1 will give it my bearty
ccncurvence. I

shouid curiofity (agrecable to the fathion of the
times) tempt fome readers to defire a knowledge of
the writer of this effay, they mnay be informed, that,
bis fortune, his connexions, and every thing he holds
dear give him a deep intereft in the happinefs of Ame-
rica; that his abilities to ferve bis country, rife no

i e e Sushls SR

us WIilLl ftﬂ:}ylllul oImec oot LilllltlTA? A‘rx,'u.r?tvrz.“
Alas! we are not now, Sir, to be led away by the jin-
gle of a phrafe. Had we tramed our condud by the
contents of the prefent chimnters, we had, ere now, been
in a ftate of heiplets mirery. o hat wery «afomsy you
mention hath bro en it, and been cbligsd to brea g,
in almolt every inftance o their proceedings. Houd it
up to the pubiic and it is teanfparent with holes, pierced
w thas many deadly wounds a3 the body ot M:Cleod.
Diiturb not its rema.ns, Cato, nor difhunour it with
another funeral oration.,
(To be cunc.uded in our next.)

Tothe PEOPLE af'PEN‘vsrL}'fANJA.
L ET T R
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J3 V.
IN my fourth letter, fome notice was taken of the dan-
gerous propefition held up to us by the autnor of
Corimon Senfe, for having recourte to foreign atlutance,
and mixing the virtuous caufz’ot thefe colonices with the
ambitious views of France and Spain, even allowing that
they are either able, or that we could make it iheir in-
. tereft to enter into a war with Great-Britain and her al-
lies, on cur account, tiftory will fcarce give us an

3

: _higher than to occupy the ftation of an benefl man and
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To be nsdly wrexg is more manly thah to be smeanly
L right. Otily let the error be difinterefteds--let it
wear, mot the , but the mark of principle, and ‘tis
pardonable. It 1s on this large and liberal ground, that
we diftinguith between men and their tenets, and gene-
roufly preferve vur friendfhip for the one, while we com-
bat with every prejudice of the other, Butlet not Cato
take this cempliment to himfelf; he ftands excluded
from the benefit of the diftin&ion ; he deferves it niot---
and if the fincerity of difdain can add a cubit to the fta-
ture of my fentiments, it fhall not be wanting,
1t is indiffer- nt to me who the writer of Cato's letters
is, and fufficiemz for me to knotw, that they are gorged
_with abfurdity, confufion, contradi&ion, and the moft
ncgrious and wilful falthoods, . Let Cato and his fag-

L

«

with the name of virtue,
Four letters have already appeared under the ff
nmame_ef Cato. What pretenfions the writer @

swhile on my own part, I
with contemplating the fimilarity of their exits,
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tion be againft independence and welcome ; their con..
fequence will not aeew turn the fcales but let them have -
regard to juftice, and pay fome attention to the plain
do&rine of reafon. Where thefe are wanting, the fa-
cred caufe of truth applauds ‘our ‘anger, and dignifies -it

j0us
. them
caphave to the fignature, the public will beft determisie; -
ically comtent. myfelf
The
frft of thofe letters promifed a fecond, the fecond a
third, the third a fourth, the fourth hath fince made its

; uef.
¢ in the fuburbs o?“tixc
difpute 2 “Why batliho ot thewn uswhat the numerous
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give: bad pames to any pertonswhomay perhaps-beths:
neitly enquiring after our true interetf in this conted
tihey who advile fuch a plas, and not Cato, might .
called inimical to thele colonies,  Nor l2t it ve fuid, tiy
the withed for atfiitance is not that ot armics, bhut of
flects for trade and commercial protection. lven jun.
pofing that to be the cafz, will the fleets of any pows:,
who can look thofe of britain in the face, be con:én;
juft to take a pe=ep at our truitful thores, giv= us their
prot-¢ticn, and then return qyietly home? But the au. |
thor of Common senfe (and Tis nim | an now anfiver. |
ing) wmakes no luch diitinction : and (pea-s of the ¢ f
fitrance of France and Spain™ generally --and ha. for the
purpofes ot a total {egaration from Great-iricun---Hi
words are thefe--.

¢ 1t is uarcafonable to fuppofe that France or 5paa
wiil give us any kind of afijlance, if we mcan oniy to
make ufe of that affiitance for the purpofe of regairing
the breach, and ftrengthening the conneétion, hetwen
Britain and America™ That the ailiiance hers meas
is not contined to mere naval aflitance, in the idea of
forne whoare ygreat advocate. for thisauthor's paunphler,
might have been eafily g=thered from their eXpraitions,
when we received the iate accouats of tie arrival of ua-
ufual numbers of troaps in the ucighbouring irench
Weit-indies..-- &

5
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dient ot this kind, without having their allies at latt for
their maffers. | he fatal confequences of hatty refolu.
tions, in great queftions, might be well iliuftrated by the
conduét of the foolith Danes ; who, to avenge themiclves
of their nobility, in one dreadful moment, made an ir-
retrievable furrender of their own liberty, and that of
their pofterity, into the hands of a tyrant. And had [
been difpofed to work upon the paifions, rather than ad-
drefs the rzafon of my readers, the mention which was

made in my lait of the arhitrary governments of krance .
and :pain, their bloody maffacres and unrelenting per-

fecutions, gave me an opportunity of entering into de-
feriptions which would have ¢ harrowed up the very
fouls of Protefiants and Freemen |

The adminiftration of Great-Britain itfelf, daring as
they feem to be, have not yet dared to recur to the del-
perate meafure of calling 'in foreign aid, But fome of
our beft friends intimate that an example of this kind,
on cither fide, would juftify the like conduét on the
other. A great majority of the patriotic frecholders of
the county of Berks in England, nobly fupporting our
caufe before the throne, compliment 43 upon this.--
that we have not thrown ourfelves into the arms of
other powers, and that ¢ our petitions have yef appear-
ed before no throne but that of Britain. Let not £ng-
land ((a{ they) fet an example, which is but 100 eafity
copied, by drawing into a free country the infidious and
mercenary aid of foreign forces, trained to the fupport
ot barbareus defpotifm. ‘The moment that a. great
army of fich, or of any foreigners, thall enter your ferrs-
teries, the liberties ot your people are at an end-.-Stre-
ndous as we are for the honour. of vur copatry, we can-
nat be forgetful of fts peAte and concord. 1t is there-

QANSAPC—"Ft " this only airmed-othiera-the more ; - and J-am -

well perfuaded that this writer’s idea is not yet adoptel
by many perfons of much cozfideration in this countr;,
much kefs by any public bodies. | conficer it only 3
thyown out to coile¢t the fentiments of America ups
it, although I cannot but think it a dangerous as wl-
ag.unfeafonable queition at this tims, and could have
been content that it had not been brought before the
public. But fince it hath been made a quettion, it
ought now to be fairly difcufled, for whatever we.hwve
left, worthy our attention as fresmen, is all involvediv
this ftake ; and when important quettions are put vpos 8
the footing, that if they are not anfwered, they arct>
be taken tor granted, it becomes ablolutely neceflury to
examine.them. . ]

. For my part, the more I confider the matter (and!
have long confidered it impartialy) the more 1 an per-
fuaded that our political falvation can only be worked
out by our own united virtue, and upen our owa fous-
dation. When it fhall clearly appear that we can 02
longer ftand upon this ground ; when we fhall be gens-
rally convinced, by beiter arguments than declamatios,
and the abufe of things venerable and ancient; that fu-
ture connetion with Great-Britain is neither poffible
nor fafe; then we fhall be fully urited and prepared, %
every rilk, to purfuc whatever meafures the fenfe of t¥
community, fairly colleéted, fhall think necetfary t°
adopt. Bat even then, before we launch forth, maay
dometftic concerns are to be adjutted.

Under what form of government are we to confedz
razet tow much of our ancient conititutions is te be
preferved? Who is to fettle our clathing territo
claims ? fn what cafes are the jurifdiGtion and expedess

of thefe_colonies to be joint or_feparats » On what terms

fore we .abhor the-ideaof “encouraging foreigaers o
make 2 prey of this nation, and its dependencies, under

® Tbe awriter intended at firfl to bave contained bis re-
marks in one letter, 4 ]

are we to engrfe foreign alliances, and yot to fecure ouf
libegties in conne&jon with them? Are the colonis 0
vote equally in determining thefe grand concerns 6 =
a new reprefentatian to'be’ forined, dn proportios ®
numbers and confequence ? = i
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