- === -Pennfylvania and the Jerfey

", the. admiralty-office, * read
new American bill takes place, 5

A bill is preparing, and will be hurried
both houfes, for condemning the veflels of all-nations
which are tound trading with America. Many have
been already taken, but it is not determined that they
fhall be for the uic of the captors, or the ftate; the
latter it is expeéted, will fecure the emoluments, under
the idea of reimburfing governiment. for their amazing
expence.

‘The following is an account which gen. G:IP has
laid before the miniltry of the force which the feveral
colonies can not only raife, but maintain in the field
well armed.

New-England

New-York

$7,000 .
11,000
16,000
13,600
5,000

Virginia and Maryland -
Carolinas - - -

82,000
This, it is very well. known here, is not the whole of
their force ; but if the account is a true one, what can
25.00o men do againft them? 3

I'he Ruflians are making great preparations for
commencing war with the Swedes as {oon as the feafon
will permit them to act. Nine thoufand five hundred
men are fent from Peterfburg to Archangel to bring
the fhis round from that port as foon as the frofts
break up. ‘I he fhipwrigkts are employed at Cronftadt
repairing the fleet at that port. At Peterfbusg th
are employed in the repair of the Ruflian gallies, whic
are all kept under cover, and imay be worked upan all
the wi- ter: they are likewife cmployed ar Revel in
refitting the fleet at that department,.and providing
ftores of all kinds neceflary for a vigorous camgpaign
in the fpring. )

Now. 28. The 33d regiment of  foet, of which lord
Cornwallis is colonel, is ordered to America, inftead of
the g=. Lord Cornwallis is to command the expedition
to South.Carolina and Virginia.

A lctter from Dublin {ays, ‘¢ By letters from Sligo
we have tihe melancholy account of feveral thips wrecked
upon the north coaft of this kingdom, and among the
number a tranfport, which contained three companies
of the 46th regiment, bound for America.™

\Hau{e of Commons. Yefterday, a few minutes after g
o'clo. k, Mr. alderman Oliver made his motion ; he was

{econded by the lord mayor of London. It was couched
in the following terms: That an humble addrefs be
prefented to his majefty, requefting that his majstty
would be gracioufly pleafed to impart tothe houfe, who
were the original guthors and advifers of the following
meafures, before they-were propofed by pa:liament:
The taxing America without confent of its affemblies,
for the purpofe of raifing a revenue; for the extendin
the jurifuittion of the courts of admiralti; and vice-ad.
miralty ; for taking away the charter of the province of
Matlachufetts- Bay ; for &Leftraining the American fithe.
fy; for exempting murderers from. trial in America
" for tranfporting accufed colonifts to England to.be tried
for offences committed in America; and more efpeci.
ally for eftablifhing popery and defpotifm in Canada,
A-little after fix the-smain queftion was put, and it
. ¢je€ted on a divifion, 163 againtt it, 1o for it.
Nov. 3-. A go gun fhip is ordered—to be fitted up
with all fpeed, in the molt commodious manner, for
the reception of the commiflioners, who foon. after
Chriftmas are to embark for America, to fettle the
terms fer a reconciliation between them and England. -

The following is the conclufion of Mr, Wilkes's fpeech
in the houfe of common: on Monday, when Mr. Oliver.
made hi- motion: ‘¢ Whoever did advife the meafures
lately purfued, which have loft half owr empire, I con-

fider as a criminal of fo deep a dye, that his head would
be a juft facrifice to the honour of England and.the
peace of America, The word impeachment 1.-hope
will ftrike terror to the ear and heart of a wic» ed and'
arbitrary minifler, and that the nobleft and; moft im.
portant, preregitive of. this free people, fecured to us by
our great deliverer, king William, in the a& for the fur.
ther limitation of the crown, and better fecuring the
::ights and liberties of the fub;e@, will foon have its full
» that no pardon under the great (eal.of England
be pleadable to an impeachment by. the commons in
parliament,*
- A cosrefpondent has.fent us the following interefting
and authentic account of the late conference between
the governor of Canada and the dgputies from the In.
dians, communicated te. him by 2 gentleman who was

.at thgconferepge. _ - . . )

- ~“The governor, feated at the efft end of the great
- church in Montrea!, furrounded by. his officers, ad-
- drefled the fachem, who fat at a convenient diftance
from him, towards the weft, in the midft of the Indi.
wns, to the following purport: I am to inform you
that the provincials- have taken. arms againft our Kin
-and yours, that a few of his majefty'streops hawe forc
the lines of the rebels an Bunke: s hill, and have taken
sooo prifoners ; that I apprehend the greateft part of
the rebels will lay dowa thelr arms, in confequence of
this defeat ; but.if they fhould .ggt, I muft requett.you
to take up the war-hatchet againit them.”

The fachem rofe up and replied, ¢ Ever fince you
took this country from the French, we have looked up-
on you and upon the Americans as our brethren. We
believe that we have one father, and we cannot takeany
part in this quarrel.” ‘

The governor faid, ¢ Thut if the rebels fhould pro-
ceed, and attack this country, he muft command them,
in the'name of their king and his, to take up the war-
hatchet and oppofe them.™

The fachsm replied, ¢ At the conclufion of the laft

peace the war-hatchet was buried forty fathoms decr,
=

and they did not know where to find it; they wou
have nothing to do in this unnatural war ;. that he did
.“not fpeak his own fetiments only, but (ftretching out
his'arms) the fentiments of all around him, (letting his
- hands’on his fide, he added) whofe mouths peak thro®
my mouth,” His attendants humm'd thrice in appro-
bation.
The governor told him, ¢ they muft dig up the war-
hatchet, and employ it againit their enemics.” ,
- The fachem replied, ¢ The bandle is rotten we can.

t-ufe-its and departed with lis attendants.
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whatever, with theis cma, .apparel and
which ‘fall. Be found trading in any por€or
the faid colonies, or going to trade, orcgming from
trading, in any fuch poct or places, fhall become {2
blank for confifcated] to his majefty, asif the fame
were -the fhips and cffes ef open enemies, and fiall
be fo adjudged, deemed and taker, in all &ourts of
admiralty, and in all courts whatever.,” ‘Thisthey
confidered as acruel declaration of war againft the' Ame-
ricans,. which will fruftrate all plans of a revonciliation.,

It was likewife-urged that the fending commiffioners
to treat, if this bill is to pafs into a law, woald-be an
idle and ex?enﬁve meafure ; that the bill was ofa

- picce with all thofe - other oppreflive and irvitating a&ts
which -had roufed the colonies'to refiftafice; we firit
forbad their intercourfe with any othér nation, and
were now about to put the finifking ftroke to their ac-
cumulated injuries, by cutting off their intercourfe
even with ourfelves; that this would @infulate them
to publith that code of laws, which we were certain
they liad prepared ; ‘that, exafperated beyond all de-
gree of ftorbearance, they uld immediately declare
themfelves a free and inde:éndent people; and throw
open their ports to all nations, by which we might,
i all probability, be involved in the difficulties of a
foreign war, at that critical moment wlien we yere
moft torn with civil broils and domeftic diftraétion,
Adminiitration remarked the inconfitency of .the ar-

ments advanced on the other fide of the houfe; when
n army was to be voted, an army would be certainly
ineffeétual—it weuld be much more expedient to with-
draw our troops, and carry on a saswval war only, and
now that bill was brought in to give greater ef.
fe€t to our naval operatioms, they were as warm
againft that meafure as they had been againft the
army; that in fhort they fecm to have but one object
in wiew—that of impeding every meafure of adminiftra.
tion, right or wrong. Whatever force this argument
might have, it was fupported by one Rill more ef-
ual—a majority of near four toune; for onthe
divifion there were for the bill, 107 ; againtt it ¢7.

T he biil was then read a fecond time, and commit-
ted for Tuefday next, after which the houle adjourned
to Monday. )

Dec. 3. It is confidenly reportcd, that gen. Gage
advifes an immediate reconciliation with America by
all means, and that gen. Burgoyne feconds his opinisn.

Dee. 5. The Polly, Ayre,the King George; Carey,
the Marquis of Rockingham, Boywman, the Savile,
Brown, the Navy ‘Franiport, Wil'on, the Emanuel,
Spencer, the Parl of Oxford, Twyman, the Golden
Rule, Thompfon, the Nancy, jerrell, the Union, Wal-
lace, the Myrtle, Burton, and Admiral Sheldon, Ma-
ther, (all tranfports) bound for America, are waiting,
in the Downs for a favourable wind.

Dec. 7. This day, the {peaker of the houle of
commons was not feated till half an hour after three
o'clotk. As foon as fome trifling bufine’s was finithed,
Mr. Alderman Oliver rofe, and in his place prefented
to the houfc a petition from the merchants, planters,
and others concerned in the trade and cominerce of
the Weft-india iflands, fetting forth the very great
detriment-and—-the—diftrefs the p:efent bill before the

to 'the-in
ame thall be fot}:d) together with their

rpiture,

houfe for prohibiting all trade and inter.ourfe with P

~America during the prefent rebellion, would bring
on the faid iflands, and praying fuch. relicf as to the
houfe may- feem meet, or that the fame may n t pais
into alaw, It enumefates, among other things, the
eat quantities of bread, flour, rice, Indian corn,
ive ftock, and other provifions; alfo lumber und
various other articles, abiolutely neceffary and requi-
fite for the fuftenance and tor carrying on the trade
of the fugar iflands.

Ex:ra8l of a letter from Gofpert, Dec. 6.

¢ The fhips fitting in this harbour for Bofton are
greatly ciftrifled for want of men, although fo iy
rendezvous are opened in lLonden, Briftol, &c. into-
much that the people belonging to the guardthips are
lent to affift the rigging them.™

Dec. 8. 1 he claufe in the,American reftraining bill,
which eccafioned the greateft debate at its fecond
reading, was atlength fettled as follows:

*¢ And be it further enaéted by the authority afore-
faid, that this a&, fo far as the faune relates to the
capture and forfeiture of fhips and veflels belongins to
the inhabitants of the above mentioned colonies, thall

- commence and be in- force from -and after.the firft of
January 1776; and fo far asthe fame relates to the
capture and forfeiture of all thips and veffels that fhall
be found trading in or at any ofthe f(aid colonies, or
bournd and trading from any port or place in the fame,
from and after the firft of June next; and. (all con.
tinue to be in torce fo long as any of the faid co-
lonies fhall remain in a ftate of rebellion. and difobe.
diesce.” :

Another amendment we hear. js, that all feamen who
are taken on: board American veflels made prizes, are
to be entered into his majefty’s fervice as part of the
crew of the thip of war by which they are taken, inftead
of bcin%’made prifoners, '

Mr. Hartley made a motion, the purport of which
was, to addrels his majefty, that he would be gracioufly
pleafed to withdraw his troops from Bofton; that the
colonilts fhould be reftored to their congtitutional right
of trial by jury, and that all the grievances which they,
complain of, en the feore of taxation, thould be redrefi-
ed ; at the fame time he propoled a plan for eftablithin
the fupremacy of the legiflature of Great Britain in a
other cafes: But after fome debate the motion was to-

tally rejected, by 129 to 21,
Yefterday co{ AcLﬁde toqK Teave
immediately fet out for Portfmouth, to embark on
board a trarfport fhip which has his regiment on board,
to fajl with all expedition far America,
“Dec. 9. Yefterday lord Cornwallis took leave of his
majefly, he being in'a few days to fet out to embark for
America,
The order of the day was read for receiving the're,
port on tie American reftraining bill. Mr. Mack..
worth accordingly reported the bﬁl, together with the
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"HOUSE oFr COMMONS, Decembers.
On the fecond reading of lord North®s bill for pre-
hibiting . all trade and intercourfe with the coloniss in
. rebellion, the following claufc was obfgtted. to by the
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ome time, and then the main §ueftion was put, thag ¢}
pill, with the amendments, -be engroffed; ayes 14
i:v.a. Adjoyrned to l\goh,‘s e

On rBurfday died, at bis & in Spring.Gard
f the goutin ln’,is ftomach, sdmiral Sif Cmg‘&und
knight of the Bath, member in the prefent pnrliamm

for the-borouyh of Heydon, in Yorkthire, pdmirn) of ty
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which are to

- foba st puffible) are to be commanded by gen: Clinty

from Bofton.
. Lord Chewton is gaing a volunteer in this expeg,
tion, - x ‘ '

Lord Cornwallis, who goes out commander of th
troops, is to the command when at Willian
buig (if they ever arrive there) to gen. Clinton; and;§
there to a& under that officer, or command a detacy,
nrent, as the exigency of affzirs may require,
- Dee 12, Yel%:rday lord Chcwton,e%n of the earl y
Waldegrave, took leave of the king, and cmbarkcdqh"
day for. America with lord Cornwallis. . .

Hosfe of commons, Dec. s1. A motion was made fy
the third reading of the American reftraining bill,
which fome oppofition was made; but as every argy;
ment, which reafon or ingenuity could fuggelt fore
againft the meafure, had been already advanced, the ¢, [
bate was as barren as it was fhort. At half after fix th
queltion being put, it was carried by 112 to 16, whe
;hcdbill was paffed, and ordered to be fent up to i,
ards.

Extrad of aletter from the Hugue, Dec. 5, —™

¢ The Scotch brigade, ia the fervice of this republic,
has been applied for by the court of Great-Britain tobe
taken into Britith pay. The terme upon which thisj,
to take place are not yet fettled, but it is faid they hay
flipulated not to be fent to America, and to have leaps

fome years paft. It is likewife faid they are to contings
three years in Britifb pay.” ‘ ;

Saturday evening a meeting of the great officers of
ftate was held at lord Suffolk's office, as alto fome of the
crown lawyers, to deliberate on a number of pro-og.
tions which have been oﬂ'er;‘drby a nohle lord in an hig
ofice, asa und-work of fome conciliatory meafise b
to be oﬁ’crem the Americans. e 8

Eight {ail of the line and goeo foldiers are to be en.
ployed in reducing the fouthern colonies, whilft
main fleet and army are to occupy Bolton. T his is the
new difpofition for the fpring.

This day the Arethufa man of war, with fever]
tranfports. bound- ta- America, returned to the Downy
the wind blowing hard againft them, -

NE W -LONDON, February 16,

Laft Sunday, near fun-fet, capt. Wallace landed 3
number of men out of his.fleet, on Point Judah, took
from thence feven. lo«ds of hay, a number ot {heep, and
two cows. ’

By a veffel from the Weft-Indies we learn, that the
effeéts of non-exportation from this continent begins ty
be feverely felt in the iflands, where the moft ord:
beef fells fram 7 to 8l. per barrel, ordinary flows at ¢},
per barrel, currency, and but little to be had at any
fcarcity) have, till lately, kept the produce of the colo.
nies cery lotw; but finding a, Learcity likely to take
place, the-price fuddenlyrofe. i They are under terrible
apprehenfions from the negrdes, whom they are obliged
to pinch in their allowance’ .,

H A RTP O R D, Frruary 1y

Sieknefs in the family of the printers at Cambr dge
prevented the ufual publication ot the Effex Gazerte,
fo thdt we are unable to. give our readers a: particulyr
account of the heroic deed. of a body of the minilterial
gentry, lat week, at Dorchefter. All we can fay iy
that a party of about 500 landtd on Dorchefter-Point,
on Tueiday night, and drove off our whole garriloa,
which confifted of about 20 men---fet a number of
houfes on.fire---took an old gentleman who had lon
been an inbabitant of the.place, with two fmall children,
prifoners, and then.made off with the utmoft precipi.
tation,

N E W.Y O R K, February 2=,

The governor of Nova.Scotia has iffued a proclam»
tion, publithing MAR I'lAL LAW in that colony,

We are informed: <hat the continental congrefs” hawe
ordered Encnl- Lee to take the command of the force
in Canada, and that general Schuyler is to fucceed ia
the command in.this city. ;

On Tuefday fe'ennight, three fellows,. who hal
comunitted a robbery 'in this city, took’refuge o8
board the Pheenix man uf war: Upon information gives
to Alderman. Matthews, he went on.board in perfor

- and demanded tliem ; the captain immediately ordered

them on fhore, andthey are now fecured in gaol..

PHILADELPHTIA, Filreary 16.
Exira8 of a letter from New-York, dated Feb. 33, 1775~

“ A letter from St. Buftatia, to a gentleman here,
dated Jan. 29, 1776, brings the following informatioa=
--+/¢ We have had fome late arrivals from England, br
which we learn, that a bill for fending foreign: tsoopst
America had been thrown out by.both houfes.--thit
another for feizing American Is (it was thought)

-would fhare the.fame fate: However, there is one paf-
ed for. indemnifying captains of king's fllips for what
they have done or may do.---The papers fay there art
thirty-fix commiflioners going tu America, to treat with
eacli pravince feparately for cuaciliatory meafures: I8
the interim, every veffel that can fiwim is taken up to
carcy troops, ammunition, and previfions to Americz.
---Gen. Gage was kept in the channel fome time before
_the minittry would let him land..--There is ne doult §
that the French have 11,000 men in Martinico and
Guadaloupe, and. more expeéted ; it is faid they.have
an.equal'number. at St, Domiugo."

In. € '0‘ NG RESS, February 33, 1776

amendments ; it was then moved, that_the faid teport  Ryfilwed, That jt_be recommended to the feveral 3

be now ‘taken into confideration. After which Mr.
Mansfield, and Mr, Pratt the counfel, were called: in;
the report was then read, ard likewife tke petition from
the planters of his majefty" fugar colonijes, and feveral

femblies, conventions; councils, or committees of fafety;
and committees of correfpondence and infpetion in the
United colonies, to exert themfelves in devifing farther
ways and means of promoting and encouraging the ma-
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