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them the leaft Benefit. I pray GOD, that he may
be pleafed to infpire you and “your Pofterity, to the
latelt Ages, with that Spirit of which I have an Idea,
but find a Difficulty to exprefs. To exprefs it in the
beft Manner I can, I mean a Spirit, that fhall fo guide
you, that it will be impoffible to determine, whether
an American’s Charalter is moft diftinguifhable, for his
Loyalty to his Sovereign, his Duty to his Mother-
Country, his Love of Fresdom, or his Affe&ion for
his native Soil.

Every Government at fome Time or ather falls into
wrang Meafures. Thefe may proceed from Miftake or
Paffion. But every fuch Meafure does not diffolve the
Obligation between the Governors and the governed.
The Miftake may be lorreed; the Paffion may pafs
over. Itis the Duty of the governed to endeavour to
reétify the Miftake, ‘and to appeafe the Paffion. They
have not at firt any other Right, than to reprefent their
Grievances, and to pray for Redrefs, unlefs an Emer-
gence is fo preffing, as not to allow Time for receiving
an Anfwer to their Applications, which rarely happens.
If their Applications are difregarded, then that Kind
of Gppofition becomes juftifiable, which can be made
without breaking the Laws, or difturbing the public
Peace. This confifts in the Prevention of the Oppreors
reating Advantage from their Oppreffons, and notin their
Punifhment. For Experience may teach them, what
Reafon did not ; and harth Methods cannot be proper,
till milder ones have failed.

Ifdat l:n%th it becomes UNDOUBTED, that an inve-
terate Refolution is formed to annihilate the Liber:ics
of the governed, the Erngli Hiftory affords frequent
Examples of Refiftance by Force.” What particular
Circumftances will, in any future Cafe, juftify tuch
Refiftance, can never be afcertained till they happen.
Perhaps it mai' be allowable to fay generally, that it ne-
ver can be juftifiable, until the People are PULLY coON-
VINCED, that any further Submiffion will'be deftruc-
tive ta their Happinefs,

When the Appeal is made to the Sword, highly pro-
bable is it, that the Punithment will exceeg the Of-
fence ; and th® Calamities attending on War, .out-
weigh thofe preceding it. Thefe Confiderations of
Juftice and Prudence, will always have great Influence
with good and wife Men. N

To thefe Reflections on this Subject, it remains to be
added, and ought for ever to be remembered, that Re-
fiftance, in the Cafe of Colonies againft their Mother-
Country, is extremely different from the Refiftance of
a People againft their Prince, A Nation may change
their King, or Race of Kings, and, retaining their
ancient Form of Government, be Gainers by changing.
Thus Great:Britain, under the illuftrious Houfe of
Erunfrvick, a Houfe that feems to flourifh for the Hap-
pinefs of Mankind, has found a Felicity, unknown 1in
the Reigns of the Stewarts. But, if once we are fepa-

rated from our Mother-Country, what new Form of.

Government fhall we adopt, or where fhall we find a-
nother Britain to fupply our Lofs ? Torn from the Bo-
dy, towhich We are united by Religion, Liberty, Laws,
Affetions, Relation, Language and Commerce, we
muft bleed at every Vein.

In Truth—the Profperity of thefe Provinces4s found-
ed in- their Dependance on Great-Britain; and, when
fhe returns to her . ¢¢ old good Humour, and her old
.¢¢ good Nature,” as Lord Clarendsn exgre(fc-s it, I hope
they will always think their Duty and Intereft, as it
mott certainly will be, to promote her Welfare by all
the Means in their Power.

We cannot att with too much Cantion in our_Dif-
putes. Anger produces Anger ; and Differences, that
might be accommodated by kind and refpe@ful Beha-
viour, may, by Imprudence, be enlarged to an incu-
e. In Quarrels between Countries, as well as
in thofe between Individuals, when they have rifen to
a certain Height, the firft Caufe of Diffention is no
longer remembered, the Minds of the Parties bein
wholly engaged in,recolletting and refenting the mutual
Expreffions of their Diflike. When Feuds have reach-
ed that fatalﬂl:oint,dall Cor:iﬁderatioxu of Reafon and
Equity vanith; and a blind F verns, or rather
cc?nfotx);nd‘ all Things. A Pco‘:lz g: longer regards
their Intereft, but‘the Gratification of their Wrath.
The Sway of the ® Cleeas and Cledius’s, the defigning
and’deteftable Flatterers of the prevailing Paffion, be-
comes confirmed. Wife and goed Men in vain oppofe
the Storm, "and may think themfelves fortunate, if in
attempting to preferve their ungrateful Fellow Citizens,
they do not ruin themfelves. Their Prudexce will be
called Baferefs; their Moderation Guilt; and, if their
Virtue does not leadjthem to Deftru&ion, as that of
many other great and excellent Perfons has done, they
may furvive to receive from their expiring Country the
mournful Glory of her Acknowledgment, ‘that ‘their
Counfels, if regarded, would have faved her.

.The conftitutional Modes, of-obtaining Relief, . are
thofe which I wifh to fee purfued on the prefent Occa-
fion; that is, by Petitions of qur Affemblies, or where
they are not permitted to meet, of the People, to the
Powers that can afford us Relief. :

We have an excellent Prince, in whefe good Difpo-
fitions towards us we may confide. We have a gene-
rous, fenfible and humane Nation, to whom we may
apply. They may be deceived. They may, by artful

. ’

. LY .
:* Cleon avas a popular Firebrand & Athens, and
Clodius of Rome; each of wbhom plunged bis Country
into the decpejt Calamities:

Men, be provoked to Anger againft us. T cannot be-

lieve they will be cruel or unjutt; or, that their Anger
will be implacable, Let us behave like dutiful Chil-
dren, who have received unmerited Blows from a be-
loved Parent. Let us comiplain to our Parent; but,
let our Complaints, fpeak at the fame Time, the Lan-
guage of Afilition and Veneration. i
K, however, it fhall happen, by an unfortunate
Courfe of Affairs, that our Applications to his Majefty
and the Parliament for Redrefs, prove inneffedtual, let
us THEN take anctler Step, by witholding from Great-
Britain all the Advantages the has been ufed to receive
from us. THEN let us try, if our Ingenuity, Induttry,
and Frugality, will not give Weight to our Remon-
ftrances. Let us all be united with one Spirit, in one
Caufe. Let us invent—let us work—let us fave—let us,
at the fame Time, keep up our Claim, and inceflantly
repeat our Complaints—But, abave all, let us implore
the Protection of that infinitely gogd and gracious Be-
ing, ¢ by whom Kings teign, and Princes decree Juf-
Shticer®
Nil defperagdum;
Nothing is to be delpaired of..
A FARM ER.
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AM one of thofe who think the Public greatly o-
bliged to you, for the Three ufeful Effays with
which you have already favoured them, through the
Chunnet of the feveral weekly Papers. The Impor-
tance of the Subjeét, and the Manner in which you
huve treated it, cannot but command our Attention.
You huve not, like moft of our flimfy Politicians,
taken up the loofe undigefted Principles of the Day,
and, in the Purfuit of your Obfervations, fuffered
yourtelf to be diverted from the Purpofe of informing
the Minds of your Readers, by the ridigulous Ambi-
ticn of pleafing their Ears, with the laboured Harmony
of a polithed Period. You have already fhown yout-
felf perfettly acquainted with your Subjef, and, if
one may venture to judge of the Feelings of the Heart
from the Productions of the Head, you are not a little
animated by the Theme which you have chofen. Re-
moved as you are from the bufy Scene of Agticn, furely
nothing but a natural Love of Liberty, and an affeéti-
onate Regard for the Intereft of your Country, could
have urged you to fuch deep Refearchesinto the Nature
of our Conititution; and have led you to remark, with
fo much Precifion, thc regular Advances which have
been made, from the firft Statutes which were framed
for the Regulation of our Trade, down to the late a-
larming Adts which have pafled for the Difpofal of cur
Property, and the reftraining of our Liberty. Since
the firft cautious Attempt of Mr. Dulazpto inform the ig-
norant, and corre¢t the prejudiced, the Public has not
been favoured with any one Effay, in which there has
been fo much Argument, and fo little Declamation. I
have been a Dabbler in Politics myfelf, but my Enqui-
ries have been loofe, and defultory. Yours appear to
be generoufly defigned for the Ufe of your Country.
The Knowledge which you have acquired, muft have
coft you no fmall Share of Time and Labour. You
cannot devote it to a nobler Purpofe——¢ All Man-
kind's Concern is"———Libert, Proceed then, my
dear Sir, to compleat the Tafk you have undertaken,
Make us acquainted with the-Rights of Freemen ;-end
point out to us thofe pernicious Attempts which ma
tend to their Violation—~—Teach us how to diftinguith
between the generous Glow of Liberty, and the furi-
ous Rage of Li ufnefs Furnith us with fuch
Inftruétion as mag§ienable us to difcover the Difference
between the legal Exercife of delegated Power, and 'the
arbitrary Exertion of unlimited Authority. You will,
I dare fay, very rcadil;{ admit the Neceflity of lodging
a reftraining Poaver in fome Part of the political Bedy ;
but, at the fame Time, you will as re. ‘onably" remark,
that this Power is only to be exerted in limiting -apnd
regulating the Trade and Manufatures of each parti-
cular Part, in fuch a Manner as ma{ moft effectually
promote the general Good of the whole Community.
Thofe who are beft acquainted with our complicated
Syftem, muft eafily difcoyer the Nec. of placing this
Power fomewhere. Suppofe it fhoulg/ be conceded to
the Parliament of Great-Britain; no Man, in his
Senfes, could fuppofe it to be granted; but with the
fame Refervations which we have ever annexed to'the
moft extenfive Prerogatives of the Crown. ¢ Ne quid
detrizzenti refpudlica capiat,” is the Tenure of this dele-
ted Power in whatever Part of the Community it ma
E: vefted. The King has an indifputed Right to ufe
a difcretionary Power in proroguing and diffolving the
Parliament ; but; whenever this Prerogative may be
exercifed to the Ruip of the Nation, I hope we thal noi
want a Pym or 2 Hampdes to reduce it within its natura
Bounds.” The Idea of unlimited Power is inconfiftent
with the Genius of Liberty, and we may as fafely con-
cede it to one as to Five Hundred ; for, what eflential
Difference could be s»ei-ceived, by the Inhabitants of
New-York, if they ha i
legiflative Power, by the fingle Exertion of the Royal
Prerogative, and not by the folemn Formality of one
opprefive A&, fubfcribed by the whole Bririb Parlia-
ment ? f r
Happy would it be for a People, who anxioufly culti-
vate the Growth of Biberty, 1f any Refinement in pog
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been arbitrarily ftripped of their |




