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To Licutenant General Foavke, cr, in bis Abfence, to
be Commander in Chitfs, in bis Majefiy's Garrifen,

" of Gibraltar. I3 Ll S 4
© T8 I Rin . War-Offee,Mareh 21,1756.
AM commanded to acquaint you, that it is

his Majefty's Pleafure, that you reccive into
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your Garrifon Lord Robert Bertic's . Regiment ‘to
do Duty there; and in Cafe you fhall apprehend,
that thé French threaten to make any Attempt up-
on his Majefty's Ifland of Mimnbrda, it is his Ma-
jefty's Pleafure, that you make a Detachment out,
of the Troops in your Garrifon, equal €o'a Batta-®
- lion, to be commanded by a Lieut. Col. and Ma-
jor, fuch Licutenant and Major to be the eldeft
in your Garrifon, to be put on board the Fleet
“for the Relief of Minorca, at the Difpofition of
the Admiral. T am, Sir, your kumble Servant,
BarRRINGTON.
To Lieutenant Gereral Foavke, cr, in kis Abfence, to
the Commander in Clief, at Gibraltar.
SWIERY War-Ofice, March 28, 1756.
AM commanded to acquaint you, that it is
his Majefty's Pleafure, in Cife you' fhall ap-
prehend that the French threaten an Attempt upon
Minorca, that you make a Detachment from the
Troops in your Garrifon equal to a Battalion,
commanded by a Lieutenant-Colonel and Major,
for the Relief of that Place, to be put on board
the Fleet at the Difpofition of the Admiral ; fuch
Lieutenant-Colonel and Major to be the eldeft in
your Garrifon. BarrinGTON.
To Lieutenant General Foavke, cr, in bis Abfence, to
the Commander in Chief, at Gibraltar.
SRS War-Offce, April 1, 1756.

T is his Majelty’s Pleafure that you receive 1n-
I to your Garrifon the Women and Children be-
longing to Lord Robert Bertie’s Regiment.

BArRRINGTON.

The Secretary at War being fworn, proved the
Orders. i

Fudge Advocate.] T fuppofe that the Lieutenant-
General, in his Defence, will call for the Minutes
of the Council of War held at Gibraltar, and
therefore I do not read them.

Prifoner.]) 1 have prepared my Defence in Wri-
ting, and defire that the Judge Advocate may
read it.

Court.] Would you not examine the Secretary
of War now he is here ?

Lieut. Gen. Foacke.] I defire my Defence may
be read now, and hope his Lordfhip will give me
Leave to afk him fuch Queftions as I fh
proper hereafter.

Sec. at War.] I fhall flay in Court as long as
this Trial is depending, and fhall anfwer all Quef-
tions which make for the Lieutenant General with
more Pleafure than thofe which make againft him.

Prifoner’s Defence was read, ¢ That he receiv-
¢ ed thefe three Letters together by the fame
¢ Hand, and muft therefore take them together.
¢ That his Orders were confufed at leaft, if not

contraditiery. ‘That if they were confufed, then

he could not know when he had exccuted them;
and if they were contradi&tory, they could not
be exctuted at all.” i N '

‘Lieut. Gen. Fowke _theni aked the Secretary
at War, Did not your Lordfhip apprehend, that
the fecond Letter of the 28th fuperfeded the firft
of the z21ft? - i
v Sec. at War.] 1 did apprehend fo. - ;

Lieut. Gen. Fowhke.]- Should it not have bee
mentioned then in your Lordfhip’s fecond Letter
that the firft was fuperfeded ? 2]

-"Sec. at War.] 1 did not know that that firft Let-
ter had gone, otherwife, I might have faid in my
fecond Letter, nctavithflanding my former Orders.

' Lieus. Gen. Fowtke.] That Word notavithflanding
‘would have faved an infinite deal of Trouble :
But is it not the Cuftom of your Office, when fecond
Orders are intended to fupetfede the firft, to men-
tion ‘that they do fo ? .

: Sec. at War.] I had thea been but about four
Months in my Office. In the Cafe of agother®
Officer’s Qrders, where the firft was gone away by
a former Meflenger, and the fecond Order, fuper-
feding it; was.to-be fent by -ahother Meflenger,
in that Cafe, I vemember, I did fay, in my fetond

bur Jformer Orderi ; but in

Letter, notawirbflanding ybi
this Cafe I did ot advert to that Circumftance, as
I knew that all'my Letters were to be carried by
the famé Hand,"and to go together.

Lieat. Gen. Fowke.] - Your gLordﬂ\ip has fat at
another Board § was it not:the Cuftom there 2° .
1+ Sec. at War.] I cannot'vecolle& any Thing of
-what pafied at that Board. .~ i
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*Court.]'Did your Lordlip fead thofe Lefters
yourfelf?. © SRR Mt
< Spciat War.] 1 did not fend the Leétters my-

War-Office; to anfwer to'what the Court may de-
fireto know on that Head, - ¢’ 4
Mr. Sherwood was fworn by the Judge Advo-
cate, and afked what he had' done with the Let

ters. \ s

Sherueod.] 1delivered the ficht Letier, undera
flying Seal, to General Stewart, while he ‘was in
Town.- -I fent the fecond Letter under a flying]
Seal,. inclofed "to General Stewart at? Port{mouth,
and the third in the fame Manner, I delivered
the firft Letter into the General's own Hand. ~ He
fet out for Portfmouth the z5th, and I gave it him
the 24th. They all know how that Letter came

to go. !

ﬁc udge Advocate then went on with reading
the Prifoner’s Defence. ¢ My Orders being con-
« fufed and contradiftory, I called a Council of
War, not to deliberate whether I fhould obe
my Orders or not, but only to take their Senfe
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what was the Meaning of them.”

Licutenant General Fowke then urged, and
frequently repeated it during his Trial, that his
Ocrgcrs were not abfolate, but difcretionary ; and
that the Execution of them was left to his and Mr.
Byng’s Judgment ; and to prove that the Secretary
of War did not himfelf think, for a long Time
after the fending them, " that thofe Orders were
abfolute, he produced a Letter of his, wrote the
12th of May, which he defired might be read.

Judge Advocate.] To Lieutenant General Fowke,
cr the Commander in Chief at Gibraltar.

SEIAR, War-Ofice, May 12, 1756.
I WROTE to you by General Stewart : If that
Order is not complied with,——

Licut. Gen. Fowke.] How could his Lordfhip
write, if that Order has not beem complied with,
if he had thought it an abfolute Order, and not
difcretionary ?

Judge Advocate goes on reading
if that Order has not been complied with, then
you are now to make a Detachment of 700 Men
out of your own Regiment and Guife's, and alfo
another Detachment out of Pulteney’s and Pan-
mure's Regiments, and fend them on Board the
Fleet for the Relief of Mahon. But if that Order
has been complied with, then you are to make
only one more Detachment of 7co Men, to be
commanded by another Lieutenant Colonel and
Major, and to fend it to Mahon. And you are
alfo to-detain all fuch empty Veflels as fhall come
into your Harbour, and keep them in Readinefs
for any farther Tranfportation of Troops. I have
alfo his Royal Highnefs the Duke of Cumberland’s
Commands, to defire that you will kecp your Gar-
rifon as alert as pofiible, during this critical Time,
and fee that they ftri@ly perform their Duty ; tak-
ing Care, however, not to fatigue your Garrifon.
2 . 4 BarrineTON.

Sec. at War.] The fitteft Perfon to explain that
Letter, I fhould think, is its Author. But I muft
firft obferve that this Letter exprefsly fuppofes,
that the ers fent in my former Letters were
abfolute, and not difcretional.

Here his Lordfhip was ftopped fhort by a Doubt
being made by the Court, whetfier he could be
regularly admitted to ex:%lain that Letter.

Licut. Gen, Foavke.] The Letter is very plain
in itfelf, and does not need any Explication.

Prefident.] Every Gentleman has a Right to ex-
plain his offn Letter.

- Court.] If we are fome of us of Opinion, that
his Lordfhip has a Right to explain his Letter, and
others, that. he has not, then we muft clear the
Court, and debate that Matter among ourfelves,

regular for me to explamn that Letter ; but if any
one Member of the Court has any Doubt about
theRegularity of it, that is alone of fufficient
Weight with me to make me declipe ‘giving any
farther Explanation of it. T :
- Licutenant General Fowke then_faid, .that he
had offered to make the Detachmerit if_Mr. Byng;
thought it neceffary, in the Hearing of Mr. Weg.!
Mr. Weft being fworn, K Licutenant Gcnmb
Fowke addreffing himfelf to him, ¢ You remem
ber, Sir, after the Council of War was over, I
came out of the Cockpit, and went to Mr. Byng
in the State-Room, and faid, Well, Sir, I have
fhewn yon the Refolutions of our.Copncil of War
and you have read them;: bu;,;gpyithﬁafnd_in
that, I will make the Detachment, if you thin
it neceflary.” - : e

felf, I,wrote them, 2t delivered; theniito the | be
Charge . of imy Secondary; he isthere, orvat.the |

Sec. at War.) T thought that'it ha been fridtly.

lf bound t0-give & Anfier to that Qmﬂida; i
. 'I'he}ndgu dvocate thén read the ink
Part of the Lieu
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ole Namber' which I had then "

iec&'nb_c'c’s ips 230, which, with 40
y ‘Men which he had left in St. Philip’s,
adi arr&on

o. “"The ordinty Dity of the Gairifon -

that I had then only 146 Men more than three-
Reliefs. If I had made the Detachment of a
Battalion, and int it on boird the Fleet, I
fhould not then have had much more than two
Reliefs, and this at a Time when I believed the
Place was in Danger of being attacked,  for
¢ iOOd Reafons, which I do not think myfelf at
« Liberty to mention."” S
The Licutenant General then returned to his
firft Plea, of the Doubtfulnefs of his Orders,: and
faid, I know very well that my Dut{' did naqt al.’
low-me to hold a Council of War to delibgrate
about the obeying of ‘my Orders, and therefore I
called it only’ for their Help ih urdderftanding of
them. ' i
Cexrt.] Don'’t you read the Minutes of the ’
Council of War? '
The Judge Advocate then read, - ] Igk- [
General Foxvke's Letter to the Secretary of War,
dated at Gibraltar, about the 6¢b of May, 1736.
My LORD, En i
I HAVE the Honour of your hirég Léttets s
upon the Receipt of them, I called a Council
of War, to confider of the State of his Majc(?‘a’
Forts and Garrifons in the Mediterranean ; and it
appearing to ‘'us that the fending a Detachment
equal to a Battalion would be an .ineffeftual Relief
to Minorca, and a weakening of this Garrifon, we
have determined it not to be for his Majefty’s Ser.
vice to make the Detachment. HaE
Inclofed are the Minutes of the Council of War.
» The Judge Advocate then read the Minutes., -
¢ At a Council of War held at Gibraltar, May
1756, the three Letters of the Secretary of War
were read, and are as follow :" K )
[Here followed the three above-mentioned Let-
ters, of the 21t and 28th of March, and firft of
gpril. Tb:l'((_)rdcr; of':ihe Admiralty to Admiral
werc alfo read, and are ds follgw : i
Y“gs TR : s follg 2]
IT being his Majefty’s Pleafare that Lord Ro-
bert Bertie’s Regiment do ferve on board your
Fleet, to do Duty there, and his Majefty havin
iffued Orders by the Secretary of War to Géne
Fowke, to make a Detachment equal to a Battali-
on from his Garrifon, for the Relief of Minorca ;
you are tq conform yourfelf to the faid Orders,
and to carry that Detachment on board your
Fleet, and land them at Minorca. ‘And in Cafe,
upon Conference had with General Blakeney, he
fhall think it neceffary, you fhall then land Lord
Robert Bertie's Regiment alfo at Mahon, from on
board your Fleet. Signed Anson, &c!’
Refolved, ¢ Upon Account of the Alteration of
Circumftances which have arifen fince the'Date
of the above Letter, we having received un-
doubted Intelligence of the French'Arfiy being
a&tually landed in Minorca, to the Number o
 from 13 to 16,000 Men ; and'a French Fleet
¢ being ftationed before the Harbour of 16 Ships,
““ 12 of which are of great Force : ' That
¢ fending a Detachment equal to a Battalion fromt.
¢ hence, Will be an ineffettual Supply. for the Re:
“ lef of thePlace and the difpoﬂ'zﬂfhg the French
¢ from the Ifland, and will be a weakening’ of
¢¢ this Garrifon. And it appearing to ustp be the
¢¢ Opinion of the Engineer, wha is be: ainted
¢ with the Place, and of {ach other O of
this Garrifon who have been atMahon, that the
Troops cannot be linded, or at leaft. not withs
out frat Difficulty, "unlefs -the.French Fleet
¢ could be difpoflefled from their Station ;- dnd
¢ Lieutenant General Fowke having already con:
*“' fenged to fpare from this Garrifon 140 Men, to
¢ {ferve on board Mr. Edgcombe’s Ships, -to fup-
o {/‘( the Place of a like Number which. he lefe at
ahon ; and it appearing t us that the French
¢ Fleet is at leaft equal, perior ‘to.: the
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;« lith ; it is thercfor i&&".‘ef“ h
nglith ; it is ore refolved,” that it is not

“i\‘ his Majefty’s Service fo. make fuch’a De,

" Adm. We.] 1 do not remembgr ‘that you fhew.

* tachment ; becaule, ’in Cifc of the.Englifh
: 4 Tleet’s

teoant General's Defetice. - .~

wad but 2700 Mes, I had fpared to .

required in Workmen and Guards 800 Men, fo, -

‘0 3

wallis, :Zerd.Robere Bertie, Lieat,
- e g0 the. I-i?j'j-f about Terd or
_ Gen. Foavks.} i1 £alled that Coungil
heir Opinion aboot the Meaning of wy

Ceurt.]- The Council, - by their Mino
fappear to have had any: ube. atall
BMeaning, but rather. to. have d
dse‘exzcuti_nithcm._ L R
Gen, Foa 2 X canngt belp
men talked. of: ¢ i1l e

Court.] Yourown Letter does not ¢
Doubt. ° AT e

Gen. Fowike.}- (Whifpered to by onc
afiftant Attorneys, who flood on each
as Prompters, «during “the .whole T,
Omifiion_proceeded from the great 1
aid to his Lordfip in that high O

¢ holds.. T HE

udge Advecate.] (Looking. refpeéf
CoZn)gI beg Puion; but ?t is my 1
ferve, as it has been often {aid by the ]
that he called a Council of War onl
the Meaning Sf his. Orders, that he
1o Proof of this ; and that his own Le
Minutes of the Coanéil,  plainly impl
had no Doubt at all about their Meani

As to what the General has faid abc
ders being difcretional, the only difer
of them is what relates to the Diftribu
Men among the Ships of the Fleet, W
to the Difpofition of the Admiral.

The Court was of Opinion that he
of the Charge, and adjudged that he
fofpended, for the Space of one Year;
his Majefty has thought fit to difmifs h
} Service. . \ :

eleletoteoreloteteiodepsiotogey

CONSTANTINOPLE, J

N the 5th of this Month, abou
O the Evening, a Firc broke out a
in this City, which continued burni
Night and the next Day, and deftro)
12 and 15000 Houfes, and dpwards o
fons perifhed in the Flames. About 3¢
being dete@ed in pillaging during the g
fufion, asfoon as the Fire abated they
led, and thrown into ¢he Sea. The ]
oned by this Accident is inexpreffible
the Mifery into which Thoufands of
tants are plunged And thefe aflicti
ftances are augmented by the Raging
gious Diftemper. The foreign, Minifl
quitted théir Palaces at Pera, and ret
ade. : !
grPan':, Jd; 26. Frequent-and Ic
Minifterial Conferences held at Cour
jefty being fully determined to pufh
of his Arms, two grand Schemes are
Objets of Attention; one. to. be pat
tion in America, and the other in Ge
the mean Time the Preparations m
Coat of Normandy, as if an Invafi
land was intended, ferve only to amu
the principal Defigns. In regard to ¢
Schemes, it is certain, that Count d
received particular Infiructions -to ¢
Court of Madrid on a new Plan, fou
Redu@tion of Fort St. Philip. It is |
that no lefs than a Projeét for putting t
in Poffeffion of all their antient Forts a
both in Europe. and Amesica, is or
thefe the principal are Gibraltar and
Conqueft of both which, it'is’ preten
tafily ‘effefled by ' the Junftion of t
France and Spain, *. . 7 "7
“The Count de Maillebois, Lieutes
of the King's Armics, who feconded
de Richelien in the ‘Conquett of the I
!(‘301’;(3’ is made a Knight of thé Ordex
ofts R AN L LR
Stockbolm; Fuly 24" Yelerday C
n Horn, %apmn ;Suhlf\'v'crd, an
Puke, principal Authory” of the Plot
vered in Sweden, were-beheaded ‘ir
Square, at Sockholm: . In the Morni
tels of Brahe, who is far gone with C
ol herfelf before the Affembly of th
on her Knees; begged a Reprieve for §
the Condition fhe was in, her fnpgia:
Tears and Groans, melted ev ca
Pafion could not, prevail over the Col

the Publi¢ Good.




