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with it as’ you willj. y&¢ you maft not kill your ety

ar, -or- his Cattle, or ‘cut dowan his Trees
with it. ¥ou Bave.full Liberty to do with yout
own as you pleafe, provided you do not ufé it to
the Hurt or Prejudice of anothery in that you are
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« tgin (except fuch Tobacco as fhall be Water-

faid Twenty.6fth Day of Marcs,
fever handred and fifty two), the
¢ ColleQor or Comptioller, or other chief Officer,

refirained, and {ubje@ to Punithment if you tranf
ition .is a.Secunty to your
Neighbout's ‘being

gheir Commodities too well eftablith
the Revival or Continuance of it neceflary.
Pennfylvanians made ore,
bles upon their Neighbo
rience, that their Comm
while thofe from Pex

and foon tuta’d the T2
who found by Expe-
odifies were not vendible
amia could'be had. But

leighbour ; and is nqt your
under the like Reftriftion a Security to you? Usx
YOUR OWN SO AS 'NOT TO HURT ANOTHER,
is a ‘Rule in Law, as well as io Morality. --1tis

it ment of the Coftoms, at

d in tke Manage.
ort or other-Place,

¢ where fuch Stip or-Veffel fhall have taken in
Tobacco, thall, at and upon the clearing of every
or Veflel by the proper Officer or Of-
the Cuftonis appointed for that Purpofe,
to the Mafter, Commander, or other
Petfon taking Charge of any fuch Ship or Veflel,
a Manifeft ‘or Content in Writing, unader.bis and
their Hands and Seals of Office, which fhall con-
tain a true Account of ‘all the Tobacco loaden
or Vellel, with the
Number of Hogtheads, Catks, Chefls, and o.
ther Packages containing “the famie, and the
ty of the Tobacco contained in each par-
Hogfhead, Cstk, Cheft, and other Pack-
together with the Marks and Numbers fet
h and every Hogfhead, Catk, Chelt, or
e thereof, with the Tare of each
thead, Cafk, Cheft, or other Pack-
hich fuch Tobacco (hall be contained ;
! 11, at and vpon the cleating of every
fuch Ship or Veflel, as, aforefaid, immediately
tranfimit a Duplicate of fuch Manifeft or Content
&ive Commiffioners of the Cuftoms
itain: And any Colle&tor, Comp-
troller, or other chief Officer oriOfficers of the
Cuftoms at any Port or Place in his Majefty's
Plantations in Americe, who fha)l, st and upop
the clearing of any Ship or Veflel having Ta.
bacco loaden on board her, as aforefaid, negle@
or refufe to deliver to the Malter, Commarder,
or other Petfon taking Chirge of fuch Ship or
Veffel, fach Manifeft or Content as is herein be-
fore fpecificd and dire@ed ; or who fhall nor, at
-and apon the clearing any fuch Sh;pfor Veflel,

of Power, or the juft Ufe
ftrained ; but the Abufe of |.
and without fuch

not the proper Exercife
of Property, that is re
Both is refirain’d and punifhable,
Refiraint and Punithment, there would foon be an
End of all Liberty, and of all the Peace and Hap-
pinefs of Society.
Tobacco is our Staple,
depend on for our Support,
rt, depends intitely on an
ay of managing it; bt it is not enough that
ajority, it oughtto be dore
by all; for fuppofe that four Planters in fix take
all the Care and Pains they can to_make their To-
bacco clean and good, and two of the fix are flo-
venly and negligent, and for the Sake of iccreafing
their Quantity, have no Regard to the Quality.
Suppofe then, that thefe fix Planters fhip all their
Tobacco to one and the fame Faétor, who fells the |
Whole to one and the fame Buyer; it is plain that
that Fa&tor muft, acd he cannot poffibly avoid it,
fell all his Tobacco together at a lefs Price than
the Whole wou'd fell for, were all the Trafh made
by the two difhoneft Slovens, feparated from it,
and none left but what is good and clean in Quali
. The Siovens, miffaking their own Intereft,
lofe confiderably more by the Baduefs of the Qua-
lity of their Tobacca, than they can poffibly gain
by the Increafc of the Quantity ; and the four care-
ful honeft Men have not fo much for their good
Tobaceo as they wou'd have, if their two flovenly
and difhdneft Neighbours were to make theirs e-
Is it not then plain acd evideht, that
lanters are lofers by

to go from home for In-
contend for? Is it not
before the Icfpeétion-
orer Sort among us,
the coarfcft and cheap-
elt Neceffaries for their Families, after Payment
of their Rents, and Public Dues ? and that were it
not for the Woollens and Liooens they made, ma-
m muft have gone naked, or to a warmer
Qur Neighbours of Virgizia, under their
-a living Price for ther Tobacco, aad
were working our-
When our la-

what Occafion bave
ftances to prove what I
freM inour Memories that,
Law, the Crops of the

woald not furni

and what we muft chiefly
and it’s affording us that
honeft, careful, and

on board every fuch Ship

this is done even by a

really- grew Rich, whilé we
glves into Mifery and Beggary.
fpeQtion Law took Place, we had as great a Share
of the Trade, acd as good Prices for our Tobacco,
and we always muft have as good 2
Price as, (if'not better, than) they,
Tobacco, with praper
much better than theirs.

pofe a Trader .wants to bay a Parcel of
Goods, and has his Choice which of two Countries
0 10; in one. of which there is a Law to regu-
he Commodities he wants, to prevent Frauds,
and to deliver them conveniently, and give him a
; in the other, there is no fuch Law.
will be not go to the for-

for our Oroeoko
Managemeant, as our Soil is

f he is in his Senfes,

1II. That fuch Regolations are no Violation
of Liberty, but very confifient with it, and abfo-
lutely neceflary, to fecure every Man in his Pro-

y.

pe\r\;hcn the Coafent of the People by themfelves,
or their Reprefentatives, is necefTary to the making
of Laws ; or, which is the fame Thing, when the
People have a Share in the Power of Legi{lation,

the four honeft and careful
the Negligence and Difhonefty of their two Neigh-
bours ? Are not the four injured by the two? Does

immediately tranfmit a Duplicate o

uch Mani.

feft or Content to the faid refpe&ive Commifii-
oners of the Cuftoms in Grea ¢ Britais, fhall for-
feit and lofc the Sum of Two Hundred Poands,
to be recover.d in any of his Majefty’s Courts of
“ Record at Fefiminfler, or in the Court of Ad-
“ miralty, in his Majefty’s Plantations, where fuch

rot that Irjury refult from the Abufe of the Power
the two have over their own? Ought not this A-
bufe to be reftrained ? Some perbaps may fay, that.
this can only happen to thefe who Freight their
Tobacco, and cannot affet fuch as fell in the Coun-
try ; this I abfolutely deny, for a Trader cou'd af-
ford to give more fgr 1000 Weight of clean’ well-
handled Tobacco, than he con’d for the like Quan-

Whete the People have no fuch
de for and impofed on

. I call it Liberty.
Share, but Laws are ma
them, at the Will, Pleafure, and by the Power of
others, which is the Cafe in Defpotic Goveraments,

When Men-firft formed them-
felves into Societies for their mutual Defence and
Security, that natural Equality, upon which all

. Mankind is faid to have ftood, was given up, with-

I call it Slavery.
¢ QOffence fhall be commitjed.’’

Some People . (as I am _inform'd)!; bave been fo

tity, with a Mixture of 1co or more Trath; and

eak as to fuggelt, that the A& o
befides, fuch fraudulent Pra&ices bring all the To-

out which, it was found by Experience, that the

Parliament is

orly ‘bindiog and penal upon the Colle&tors, and
Nayal Officers (who are the only Officers we have,

. Peaceable, Innocent, and Weak, had no Security
againft the Strong, Rapacious, Crafty, and Vio-
leat, which was fuch a Situation, as muft foon
_bhave ended in'the entire Deltruion of Mankind.

bacco where they are ufed, under a very great Dif |
reputation, acd oblige the Trader to be upon his
Guard, .to ufe the honeft and deceitful alike, and
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concern’d in the Entry and Clearance of Shisﬂ,

and that others are quite unconcern’d what Pe

1t wou'd be aftonifhing if
ant a Notion fhou'd ever eater into the

fenfible Man, and (tho’ Abfurdities fel-

atrons) I am perfuaded the Broacher of
this will never dare to avow jtin Public, however,

ately endeavpur to infnfo it into theMinds

of the ignorant and unwary.. When this A& of
Parliamest was made, .it was well known at home

that we had an Infpe@ion Law, which enabled the

: ms to fend home the Mani-

fefts required ; and to deter them from negle&ing

revent Frauds in his Majefty’s

Parliament was made, and the

Penaltiesimpofed. . But fuppofe the Infpe&ion Law

was ta drop, and_po other Provifion made . in licu

of it; what poffible Means have the Officers to

make out the Manifelts required ¥ Will.they clear

any Ship without them, unlefs they are mad, and

havea Mind to precipitate their own Ruin 2 If they

are render’d incapable of complying with what is

required of them, by an A& or Omiflion” of the

are blamelefs; but they muft not

Ship, as, by doing fo, they

fubje& themfelves ta the Peralty. . What is then to

be done? Muft the Ship depart without a Clear-

auce? Yes, and be liable, as well as the Carzo, to

a Seizure upon her Arrival in England, and, if not -
forfeited, will at beft be sttended with a véry great

Expence ; and this the Planters muft furety pay,

which will fiok deep into the Price of their Tobac-

co. Then'the A& of Parlidment iy.evaded by the

A& or Omiffion of the Country ; yes, and I.d

as Fcannot be certain that

fuch an Evafion may .not be'conftrued 2s an At-

tempt to reader. an A& dr A@s of Parliament, made

to give the former a lefs Price than he wou'd o
therwife do, left he fhou’d be impefed on by falfe
Packing, which it is not pofiible to guard agtinﬂ
So that it is really 1o the
Power of a few difhoneft Men, to injure manifold
their Number of honeft ones, to which the Proverb
infeling a «whole Flotk, is ap-
bfervations lead me to confider
what is to be done to prevent the Inconveniencies
mention’d ; and I will venture to affirm, that there
is no other Means or Expedient, but a refiraining
Law or Laws; and the
bours, as well as our own, plainly point out to us
the proper Law for that Purpofe, and it cannot be
cfe@s, as have been or may

When Societies were formed, it became abfolutely ties thofe Officers incur.,
peceflary to reftrain, by proper Penalties and Pu.
_pithments, all Individuals from iojuring others in
-their jnfl Rights, Liberties, and Properties ; with-
. out.which, no. Society tauld poflibly fubfift, as all
: Men ‘are not aGuared:by the Rules of natural Equi.
Juftice ; and therefore fuch Refiraints be.
fundamental Law in the Reafon and Na-.
tare of Things. That. the Happinefs and Safety of
- the People, is the true Exd
.dent a Truth to be denied ; whence it neceflarily
follows, that he, who a&s to the Prejudice of  the
e, whether. by open Violence, fecret Fraud,
:or Subtilty,.is ap-Enemy to the Community or
. Society of which -he is.8’ Member, and that the
_comsmon Intereft requires, that fuch a ope fhould
be diftinguithed and expofed, as Part of the juft
: Panifhment he-deferves, and that others of equally
rbad Principles. may be deteri*d by his Example;
. swhich is the great End of punifhing Offenders.
By a&ting in this :Maaner, the Peace and Happi-
-pefiof Society .(wherein_the Peace and Happlinefs
_of.-every Individual i3 included), are in ‘good
. " Meafare fecured, Virtae rewarded, and Vice dif-
" .coursged. To apply this to the prefeat Subje&;
..it feems. evident to me, that he, who deals in any
- Camimaddity, and ofes any-Fraud or.Deesit in if,
- whichi smay -tend; to brin
‘Difreputation, efpecially if it-be fach a Commodity
g4 manj-Petiple:are concerned in, and.depend .up
for the Support of themfelves and their Fami.
an Boemy to Society; and that fuch Pradti
ht' .10 be as much guarded-sgainft as Theft,
_or any other uvjuft Invafion of Property. . Some
sswilk -afkcthis, Quettion,; Can'¢. 1, or- am I not at
, Liberty to do as [ pleafo with
.T-anfwer, [yes, » with . this; Reftrifti
- wat-injura goicr Neighbonn 3 yOU.

in all or many Cafes.
of one feabby She

of all Laaws is too evi Officers of the Ca
rience of our Neigh | their Duty, arnd to
A ol e
difficult to amend fuch D
be difcover'd.init. = - :
hips be objeRed that notwith-
ftanding our Iefpe&ion Law, Tobacco is very low
at home ; which is a melancholy Truth, of which
we are all fenfible; and we have no Reafon to
doubt but that Virgixia Tobacto is under the fame
Circumftance ; and if it be not, the: Difference muft
be oceafion’d by their Law being bester executed
than ours, which ought and may be eafily provided
for. But Itake the low Price to be principally
owing to the great Plenty of Tobacco, and that a
reat Pleaty will always. reduce the Price of any
“ommodity, as certainly. as & Scarcity will raife it,
cannat be denied. If it be low-now, what muft it
be, were all the Trath which Ras been. carefully
faved, asd what is annually made, with the, great
Addition of what wou’d certainly be hronghtacrofs
Potowsmack River from Firginia tobe thipp'd? The
Confequences wau'd be tesrible, and the moft cala
mitous to this Province, that can be imagin'd.
. Befides what has been faid, I won;? be ‘glad to
to the Infpection Law,
carry oa xt)(‘:ea"l‘&ctr

that, Commodity .into

the Confequences of it,
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ows Houle; To as to burn ot ‘gpdanger the.burning
bour’s 'Houfe, ; Altho® the-Ax
Hand is your owsy and you may:do

Trade without one, under the late A& of Parlia- ||
ment, which hasthe following Claufe in it, ¢ That
¢ from and after the Twenty-fifih Day of Marek,

with,,’ Bat fome” inyén.
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