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Frem a late UniversaL Macazisg,
4

On the Miszrigs of OLLD AGE,

HE moft indifferent, or negligent

Speftator, can indeed fearcely retire

without Heavinefs of Heart, from a

View of the laft Scenes of the Trage-

dy of Life, in which he finds thofe

who in the former Parts of the Drama were diftin-

guithed by Oppofition of Condu&, Contrariety of

Defigns, and Diffimilitude of perfonal Qualities,

2l involved in one common Diftre(s, and all ftrug-

glog with Affli@ion, which they canrot hope to
cvercome.

All the cther Miferies, which wayliy our Paf-

faze through the World, W.fdom may efcape, and

Fortitude may conquer; by Caution ard Circum-

fpe@lion we may ftesl along with very little to ob-

fire@ or incommode us; by Spirit and Vigour we
may force a Way, and reward the Vexation of
Coztelt by the Pleafures of Vittory. But there is
a Time, when all our Poiicy and our Bravery will

“be equally ufclefs, when we fhall all fick into Help-

lefsrefs ard Sadnefs, without any Power of re-
ceiving Solace from the Pleafures which have for
merly delighted us, or any Profp:&t of emerging
into a fecond Pofleffion of the Bleflings which we
kave lott.

The Induftry of Man has, irdeed, not becn
wantirg in’ Endeavours to procure Comforts for
thefe Hours of Dejeétion and Mclancholy, ard to
gild the dreadful Gloam with artificial Light. Tke
meft ufual Support of old Age is Wealth. He
whefe Poffeflions are large, ard whofe Chefls are
feli, imagines himfelf always fortified againft In-
vafions on his Authority, and fecure, at leaft, from
open Infult ahd apparent Coctempt. If he has
lott all other Means of Government, if his Strength
and his Reafoa fajl him, he can, at leaft, alter his
Will; and therefore all that have Hopes mult like
wife have Fears, and he may flill continue to give
Laws to fuch as have rot ceafed to regard their
own Intereft.

This it, indeed, too frequently the Citadel of
the Doard, the laft Fortrefs to which Age retires.
Bu: here, tho' there may be Safety, there is ro
Pleafure; and what remains is but a Proof, that
more was once peflefled.

Nothing feems to have been more univerfally
dreaded by the Antients, than Oréity, or Want of
Children; and indeed, to a Man who has furvived
all the Companicns of his Youth, zll who have
participated kis Pleafures, and his Cares, have been
eogaged in the fame Affairs, intercfted in the famc
Events, and‘fil:ed their Miccs with the fame Con
ceptions,, this full-peopled. World is a difmal Soli
tede. He ftacds forlorn and fileet, negle@ed or
icfuited, in the mid® of Multitudes, arimated with
Hopes which he cannct fhare, and employed in Bu
ficefs which he is no longer able to forward or
retard, and finds nore, to whom his Life or his
Death are. of Importanee, unlefs he has fecured
feme domeftic Gratifications, fomc tender Employ-
ments, acd endeared himfelf to fome whofé Intereft
and Gratitude may anite them to bim, -

So different are the Cclours of Life, as'we look
forwasd o the future, or backward to the paft;
aud {5 cifferent the Opinions and Bertiments which
this Coctrariety. of Appearance naturally produces,

.that the Converfation of the O!d ard Young ends’

generally with ' Contempt- or Fity od either Side.
To a young Man entering the World,:with Rul-
refi of Hope and -Ardoit of Purfuit; nothing is fo
enpléafing’ &s the gold Caution; the filnt/Bxpeta-
tions, the fcrupuféus - D.fidence whicki‘Experience
ard"Difapips ange certainly infufe; and the old
Man ' wdnders that the. Wesld never.can grow wi-

3 shat. peither- Precepte, . -nox - Teflimonies, can
cure Boys of. their, Credulity, and Sufficiencys and
that not one can be éonv'nced that Sodred are Jaig
for-bim,- till be finds himfelf enfangled.  _~ ~
. Thys" 6ne} Gineration is always the Scorn and

-

Wondex of the other, and the Notions of the Old.

and Young are like Liquors of different Gravity
and Texture, which never can unite. The Spirits
of Youth, fublimed by Health, and volatilized by
Paffioh, foon leave behind them the phlegmatic
Sediment of Wearinefs and Deliberation, and burft
out in Temerity and Enterprize, 'The Tendernefs
therefore which Nature infufes, and which long
Habits of Bereficence confirm, is neceflary to re-
concile fuch Oppofition; and an old Man muft be
a Father to bear with Patience thofe Follies and
Abfurdities, which he will perpetually imagine
himfelf to find in the Schemes and ExpeQations,
the Pleafures and the Sorrows, of thofe who have
not yet been hardened by Time, and chilled by
Fruftration,

Yet it may be doubted, whether the Pleafure of
feeing Children ripening into Strength and Import-
ance be not over-balarced by the Pan of feeing
fome fall in the BloffTom, and others blafted in their
Growth ; fome thaken down by Storms, fome tain-
ted with Cankers, and fome fhrivel'd in the Shade;
and whether he that exterds his Care beyond him-
felf does nct multiply his Anxieties more than his
Picafures, and weary himfelf t6 no Purpofe, by
fuperintendirg what be cannot regulate. 5

But tho® Age be to every Order of human Be-
ing fufficiently terrible, yet it is particularly to be

-dreaded by fice Ladies, who have bad ro other

End or Ambition than to fill up the Day and the
Night with Drefs, Diverfions, and Flattery, and
who, having made no Acquaintance with Know-
lege, or with Bufinefs, have conftantly caught all
their Ideas from the current Prattle of the Hour,
ard been indebted for all their Happine(s to Com
pliments and Treats. With thefe Ladies Age be-
gins ecarly, and very often lafts long; it begins
when their Beauty fades, when their Mirth lofes
it's Sprightlinefs, and-their Motion it’s Eafe: From
that lime all that gave them Joy varifthes from
about them ; they hear the Praifes beftowed on o-
thers, which ufed to fwell their own. Bofcms with
Exultation. They vifit the Seats of Felicity, and
endeavour to continue the Habit of being delight-
ed ; but Pleafure is only received when we believe
that we give it in Return, and Negle& and Petu.
lance foon inform them that their Power and their
Value is palt : And what then remains, but a tedi-
ous and comfortlefs Uniformity of Time, withoat
any Motion of the Heart, or-Exercife of the
Reafon ? | .

Yet, however Age may difcourage us by it’s
Appearance, from cotfidering it in Profpedt, we
fhall all by Degrees certainly be old; and therefore
we ought to enquire, what Provifion can be made
againft that Time of Diltre(s? What Happinefs
can be flored up againft the Winter of Life? And
how we may pafs our latter Ycars with Serenity
ard Chearfulnef: ? &

If it has been found by tke Experience of Man.
kind, that no Seafon of Life is able to fupply itfelf
with fufficient Gratifications, without anzicipat‘ng
uncertain Felicities, it canrot furely’ be fuppofe
that Old Age, worn with Labours, harafled with
Anxieties, ard tortared with Difeafes, fhould have
any Gladnefs of it's own, or feel any Satisfaltion
from the Contemplation of the prefent. All the
Comfort that can now be expe@ed muft be recalled
from the paft, or borrowed from' the future; ‘the
paft is too.often very foon exhaufied, and the fu.
ture lies-beyond the Grave, where it can be rea-
ched-only by Virtue and Devoion. - S e

_Piety,-then, isithe only, proper and adequate
Relief.of decaying ‘Man, . fince this World can.give
pa faither  Profpe@s. ~ And be, therefore, - that
srows old - without religious-Hopes, as he declines
fato Imbecillity, and fecls Paios’ and.Sorzowa in-
ceflantly cmwg}ng upon him, . falls jato a Gplf of
bottoraiefs Mifery, in which every.Refle@ion maft

lunge him decper, and where he finds ogx;pevy
%radadorﬁ of Anguith, and Precipices . of :Horrpr,
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Frem Mr. Fielding's Jacx Coxnor.
Anlrip BILLET DOU X.
My deer Seawl, :
HAT cignifies making an Orafion and
Palaver, for your one {wet fheif ro’s how
defpratly I'm in Love with you. My poor 1's
karry’d the Arrant oftin enuf, and your one deer
Fefe was after givin me a fivil Anfer, for you fim-
purd vpon me, and made my poor Hart gump for
Joy. Now thefe fuu Lines is to afhure my deer
charmin Sa/ly, that if fhe plefes to let me have a
fmal Confablation, I wil ley my Hart ard Sowl
at her Feet, ard ycu may command me, by Nite
or by Dey, for the precent Trme, or my hole Life;
if you breke my poar Hart, I wil Jove you; and
when I am in my%vc, my Goft wil attind
you, ard do you POarvis I can. Ogh! my
deer Sally, kepe my Hart allive, ard you wil find
it better then al the Gofts in Erngland. No more
at precent from your fethful and dym
Patrick MurPHY.

A Sample of London fhire ExcLisu.
Dear Frerd,
"1"‘ H E SE few Lines is to acquaint you, that
your Son Tesm is in good Health at this pre-
fent Writing, and beginn’s to handle his Hammes
to fome Tune, fo that 1 beges be'/ be a clever Fel-
ler. He was in a firange Quandery at the many
Fokes in this City, but that Matter is now all off.
I'll fay that for him, he’s the moff biggeft Boy I
ever fce of’s Age, ard as ftiong as a Brufer: He
fitr BWill” Adx, the Cooper’s Boy, and foundly
thrath’d his Fackett. He plays a rare Knife and
For#k, but cannot eat WEEAL without WEENEGER;
but he’s very fond of a Feaw Broth, The poor
Lad had a Mifkap lalt Week, for he fell out as
Wynder, and broke his Head againft the Siome
Pofiiffes. 1 find he /cod’s hard at the Wenches, fo
I fears he won’t be a BAcHELDER at the End ¢f's
Time. Our Frend Mr. Tatbby, the Stay-maker, is

now a Hyder, No more from your lovieg Frend,
Tosy LiFr., -

L OND O N.
Augufpt 1. The Chevalier d’Abren, charged

with the King ef Spain’'s Affairs at the Britith
Court, has fent to Macrid, a Plan, concerted be-
tween him and the Earl of Holdernefs, ooe of his
Britannic Majefty’s Secretary’s of State, for ter-
minating the Differences between the two Nations
in America : This Plan having been examined by
the Spanith Miniftry, and found acccptable, has
been fent back to London with his Majefty’s Ap-
probation, in order ¢o its being put.in Execation.
Augufi 4. Letters from Petesfburg obferve, that
the Court is very much concerned at thg Grand
Vizir's being depofed, as his Syftem was entirely
pacific, and he conftantly laboured to_preferve a
good Harmony with the Roffian Empire : However,
they bope the Difgrace of that Minifter will occafi-
on no. Alteration in the Syftem of the Porte, as it is
well known that the Grand Signior is raturally in-
clined to Peace; and that ‘it” was with the otmoft
Relu@ance be depofed his Prime Minifter to hu-
monr:the giddy Populace, and fome fatious Spirits
among the Janizaries. ' o
They write from Copenhagen, that his Danifh
Miajefty went in Perfon to review the Ship’s Com-
ny of the Jaggerfburg, which is going in the
&a’eft India Company’s Service to Guiney. Ths
true Scheme of this Voyage is to revive the Slave
Trade, and, if it is praéticable to do-any Thing
therein that is-confiderable, there is ro Doubt that
the Crown: will afford it a!l - fitting Encouragement.
_ We.-ard informed, that an Eftate of 2000.l. per
Annum fell t6 Sir Peter Warren che Day bofore ka
died, by Will of Armftrong, Efg; .
On Thur(day the 30th ult. in the Evening,  the.

Carolina Brig. of Bofton, in New Eoglind, Tho- -

mas Pearfon, - Mafter, from’ Nosth Carolina’ for
London, ftrack on the Rumning Stone sear the
Lands End, and took'in a grear Quantity :of’ Wa:
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