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Stice my Jast anuual report, I am hkappy to inform the Mayor and

Council that the same prosperity which characterized the affairs of
i those different departments, still attends them now.
Perhaps most of the members of the City Council are not aware
that the ordinance creating the office which T now hold, blended the
duties of the health officer with those of the Marine Hospital Phy-
; sician.  Under the old system, the vessels entering our port during

the quariantine seasons, were boarded by the former officer at the
Lazaretto, and such cases, as were deemed by him contagious,
were transferred to the charge of the resident physician to the Ma-
rine Hospital. The health officer never prescribing or attending to
any of the cases, and the physician to the Marine Hospital never
compelled to leave his post for the purpose of inspecting the cases
on ship board.

This sytem still continues in all the seaports in the Union. Bal-
timore the third commercial city of the Union, under her present
system, imposes upon the physician to the Marine Hospital, so
styled by the ordinance of 1849, the combined duties of the Health
i officer and the Marine Hospital Physician.  Such were the state of
affairs when I received the appointment ; and when I entered upon
the discharge of my duties every thing was necessarily in confusion,
I found a new system to be put’in motion—the provisions of a new
ordinance to be carried out. Having the experience of no prede-
cessor by which I could be guided in the discharge of the new
duties upon which I was entering. Laboring under all these dis-
advantages, without even the services of a single assistant, it was
with much difficulty that I could satisfactorily to myself, arrange the
affairs of the various departments under my charge, in order to es-
tablish upon a permanent basis, a system which heretofore had not
been practised in this city, and has never been adopted by any
other. It is therefore with increased pleasure that I am now able
to report the still increasing prosperity of the institution.
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My duties a3 Health officer commenced ub the Tst ot Moy, and
terminated on the last of October. 1 have boarded 179 sln};\', 191
brigs and ) SL‘hnum:rs-———paid to the ity Revistor $2,700 for per-
mie dues. 1 have exanined 7,339 Cmigrants, and so free have
they been from disease, that T have found necessary only to send
four vases out of the whole number thus Taboring under t\'}'flmi‘.i fever
of the wildest type. )

Shortly after enterinyg: upon my duties, several Irprovements 06
curred to e, whilst inspecting the different cntigrant ships, which
in my opinion, it adopted would matertally 4dd to the comfort and
health of the passengers. These suggestions, whenever the occa-
sion offered, were freely mparted 10 thie masters of the vessels, and
trom the above result, and greater care they bestow upou the eti-
grants, L am decidedly of opinion that so few ol those vess 1s ar-
five at our port, as formerly, tre ted with those cont s dis
eases that proved so fatal to many of our citizens. During the first
year I was in office, I was compelled to cend from the emigrant
ships a large pumber of cases of small pox, of the most virulent
character, and many cases of typhoid of the most dangerous type;
and obliged to detain many of the vessels at Quarantine until they
had been thoroughly purified by disinfecting agents. But for the
last year, SO free from disease have been the emigrants, and so
well ventilated the vessels, that T have not found it necessary to de-
tain them a single hour at the quarantine ground.

The present Marine Hospital was designed Dby those who first es-
tablished it as an asylum for those unfortunate beings, who leaving
shores less hospitable than our OWi, after undergoing the fatigues
perhaps of along and tempestuous voyage, contracting diseases of
the most dangerous character, were thrown upon ours friendless and
helpless. Appropriations from the city were made from year to yeal
to defray the expenses of the institution. Since however, its affairs
have been under my management, 1 have not only made the quar-
antine fees support that department but also defray the expenses of
the Hospital without drawing upon the city treasurer, although
nearly all the cases that have been admitted into the hospital have
been pauper patients sent from the city.

_ From the 1st of January 1850, to the 1st 1891, 1 have treated
164 cases of small pox, most of them of the most virulent kind.
"The majority of these cases, indeed, I may say the whole of them,
oceurring among those whose constitutions have been shattered and
broken down by dissipation and disease, and who when admitted
into the hospital were suffering in its last stages—most of them
having received no medical treatment before they came under my
hands, and many of them sent to the hospital in open conveyances,
were in such a state that I found they required from me the greatest
care and attention, several of them dying after being in the hospi-
tal a few hours.
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much surprise to me that the small pox

<hould have been s0 preva\ent in our city during the last year, es-
per'm\ly when we take into consideration the fact, that no cases
have been introduced {rom any foreign port. During the last year
164 cases of «mall pox have been admitted 1nto the hospital and
treated by me, and upon examining the weekly returns of the board
of health, the number of deaths in the city have amounted to 14D,
which added to the number that have come under my treatment, and
allowing the mortality to be the same as here, upwards of one thou-
<and cases of this loathsome desease have occurred in our city during
the last year. This extraordinary increase, 1 1o doubt owing to
much spurious matter in circulation, but more particularly to 2 large
number of the population naglecting to be re-vaccinated. From all the
\ cases that bave been examined and treated by me, and as faras 1
can collect from those stated in the medical works, my mind has
certainly come 0 the conviction that the protecting influence of vac-
cination upon the human system gradually diminishes unt

il at length
it completely wears out, rendering it indispensably necessary that it

should be again introduced into 1t.

1 have also discovered that many who after having undergone

the vaccine disease, that their systems Were more or less liable to its
ods of their lives,

impressions after re-vaccination at different per

and no doubt would be susceptible to the contagion of small pox.

1 would urgently recommend to those who have been vaccinated
in infaney, 2 petiod less likely to produce 2 permanent effect upon
i to be again

the system, 18 order that they may ndd to their security,

Tt has been 2 matter of
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Te=vaceinated, for I cap with the utmost confidence declare from the
¢Xperience that I have had not only in this but in foreion countries
that the practice of feevieciuation, s hoth oo sate qnd necessuary pre-
Cantion cowst Ui contaeion al sl pox,

Stnce ! lave boen the phivsician of this hospital; 130 cases of va-
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cdy and upon examining cach patient, I
found that 110 had heen vaceinated in childhood without having
been reviceinated. This £ strongly contirms the apinion which
Plave alreidy oy meed] that the opcration of engrafling the cow
poxoupon a child i« less likely to produce a lasting effect upon the
constitution, than when it ix performed at a late period in life.—
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wili he pereteved that viccination does not in every instance prove
au intallble protection, Mauy no doubt consider that atter under-
going the process of vaccination, they should ever he exempt from
the contagion of sinall pox.  No doubt that complete protection is
the general rule, and when exceptions occur, many deem it not pos-
sessing those protecting virtues its advocates claim for it, and would
therefore, endenvor 1o depreciate the value of re-vaceination, and
thus Ll the public mind into a careless security ; but they should
remember that if in every instance it does not prove an impenetrable
(rgis awainst the contagion of small pox, that disease itself is not an
absolute guarantee of its own return.  Vaccination then is the only
means by which we can hope to eradicate from our city, or at least
confine within very narrow limits this most loathsome pestilence,
Small Pox, and vaceination seldom go hand in hand, for the former
is sure to disappenr under the protecting influence of the latter. In
some countries the law requires all persons who are candidates for
offices, eitlier of trust or profit, to show before receiving the appoint-
ment, a certificate of vaccination, and in these countries small pox
s nearly disappeared.  When we contemplate the beautiful fact,
that this disease communicated from one of the brites to mankind,
proves I may almost say, a universal safe-guard against the contagion
of small pox, we cannot only feel grateful 1o that divine wisdom, who
has so ordained it, but must also do homage to the man whose far
seeing intellect first discovered this certainly, one of the most in-
teresting facts in the medical science, and one that has conferred
upon mankind the most inestimable blessing.

Respectfully submitted,
Rost. T. SPENCE,

Physician to Marine Hospital.
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