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Letter {rom the State Capital

[Correspondence of-the Baltimore San ]
ANNAPOLIS, August 23, 1359.

A visit to the Capitel «f Maryland caunot fail

to awaken 1n the mind of every patriot reminis-
ceneces of the most gratifying cheracter The
stranger 1s at or ce atiracted fo the large and well-
pro?omomd edifice known as the ““State House.”
muilt of brick, with an upper structure of wood,
s zmounted by a handeome dome and cupola, the
e tzhth from the bese to the top of the spire being
about two hundred i-et. The internal improve-
menta—new l.brary, armory, record oftice, &¢ ,—
constructed under an appropriation of the General
Assen bly, ire nearly completed. Desides being
beautifully Mghted with gas, heated by steam,
withallthe conveniences of water, &¢., Mr Wm,
Cogan, of Alesandria. Va, to day fitted up the
g8 Jump-posts in the grounds, and Lasthecontract
for the entire gas.light arrangements throughout
the building and grounds An appropriation is
cxpec €d to he mede by the next Assembly for the
stenm heatlng.

On entering ard taking a glance at {he public
hall or vestibule, which is decorated with the
coat of-arms of the State and other emblematjcal
deviets I notice an old cannon, truly a rele of
antiguity, which, for the sske of ‘comparison,
stould Ge placed side by side with one of Dabl-
green's brass Lown itzers, in the Washington navy-
verd This gun was taken from St, Mary’s river,
doubtless left there by the early settlers, and pre-
seuted to the State of Marylind by the Rev. Mr.
Carberry

Here the eye ef the visiler s directed to the
docr of the Senate chamber—a very neat, well-
fnished rocm—-app&reuu;z of sufticient size for the
accommodation of the Benators and a moderate
nvmber of spectators. Its walls are decorated
with full Jength portraits of four 1llustrious slgn
ers of the declaration of independence—Charles
Carroll, of Carrollton, Samuel Chase, William
Paca and Thomss Stone, the first named of whom
was the last survivor of that noble band whosign-
ed tbat gloriovs instrument A portrait of the
thero of the Cowpens,” Jobn Eager Howard, is
also conspicuovsly placed there, 'Fhe portrait of
the elder Patt, thefriend of America, now over the
mantel, 18 soon to be removed to make room for
the magnificent picture of f*Washington reslznln.g
bis c«mmission,’” which has just beeu complete
under resolution of the General Assemm{' It
wes in this room, too, that the Hlustrious YWash.
ington remgned kis compussion into the hands of
Congress, ard in this FWom the treaty of peace
with Great Britain ef 1753 was rattfied, recoyniz
ing our indepexndence

{mmediately opposite 18 the chamber of the
House of Delegates. This has been recently con-
siderably enlurged and well furnished Oglgi-
vally there wes here displayed a large picture, a
full length likeness of VWashington, atiended by
General La Fajette ard Colonel Tiighman, s
214 dr comp—the continental army in review 1t
is_quite probable that that this valuable picture
w1 soon adorn this room as heretofore

Théen we note the State Library Armory, Record
Ofiice, the Tressurer’s Office, the Executive Cham-
ber, etc The walls of the Governer's roont are
decorated with two letters in VWsshington’s own
hard wniting—one of them is dated Camp, near
Yerk October, 1751, and transmits to his excellen-
cy ‘“tke terms upon which Losd Cornwallis sur-
rendered the garrison of York and Gleacester,™?
and tbe other—addressed to O Richmond, Esq ,
is dated Mount Vernen April 6th, 1735, reistiveto
his accounts of continental certificates.

The cflicials here are Col  Llewellan Boyle, li-
branan, James & Partridge, Esq , Secretary of
State; K D Seliman, Esq., private Secretary to
the Governor; Scmuel Brooks, Messenger of Exe-
cutive Departments; and Mr Wilnam Thompson,
keeper of the building  “To several of these gen-
uegnen I am under obligations for specialattention
to day

The Naval Academy was frunded in 1515 under
the zdm.inisiration of Fresident Polk, Mr Ban
croft belng Secretary of the Navy. It requires but
a glance to percelve that in every respect thisis
the most available location 1n the Union for such
an academy The mansicus and grounds are ad-
mirably erranged and beautified, presenting a pin.
t rceque view wkich cannot failto elfcitthe ad.
miration of every beholder, After a survey of the
rich scenery of the ex‘erior, pass, If jou please,
into 1be practicing battery, once old Fort Severn,
view the ten thirty two pound cannon, mounted
and equipped for service, surrcunded with shot,
shells, rainmers, sponges and other paraphamalia
of a gun batlery ~In this institution the voung
rcidshipmen are tanght all the mysteries of prac-
ticul seamansldp naval gunnery, and naval tactics
Rere is extublted a vard for 4 ‘sloop of-war, rig-
¢ed complete, witkout the aid of asailor It was
a sulject of regret that the embryo American come
modores were now absent on thelr annval summer
cruise In the government practice ship Plymouth
They will, however,return aboat the 20th Septem.
ber.and by the first October 1t is presumed there
will be sixty additions to the list

The course of study here also embraces the
mathematics, astronomy, navigation and survey-
g nstural and experimental philosopny, feld
artillery and infantry tactics, ethics and English
studi+s, French and Spanish languages, besides
drawingand é-avghting Foreveryclass of s'udies
tbere is appropriate, well furnished, well-vent 1a.
t a roox 5, abundantly supp'ied with all the scien-
tific instroments, phi osogmc apparatus, &c

Throughout these fine buildings there is fe-cep.
tible the mest perfect cleanliness and admirabie
arrangement ~ No pains are spared under this
bezd ~ The library contalns about 8 (00 volumes,

well adapted to the use of the students. The ly-
ceurm possesses objects of great interest Here we
Lave the jdentical lag which the gallant Perry
were at bis fore in the celebrated Uattle of Liake
File That flag is large, black grovud, with the
1-tters plainly displaycd in waite, ¢ Don’t give up
the shap »? ‘Lhere are also flags taken in coaftict
withikeGuerrlere, Ledy Prevost, Boxer,and many
others, an interésting mcdel of the lae of battle
suip, the Ville de Paris, upwards of one hundred
years old, presented by Valtamore, collectitns
of coals from various paris of the country, a fine
assortloent, 2 mace helonging te the speaker's
clalr fn the Provincial Assembly at York, Upper
Canada, April 29, 1818, and Mexican lances taken
at Tobascy, besring little flags, on each of which
was inscribed “dedth to the Amerlcans ?

On the grounds, in full view from the river,
there stands a noble monument, erected by the
passd and other midshipmen to the memories of
H A Clemsopand J R Hynson, who were lost
with the U 8. brig Somers, and 4is0 to midship-
men Pillsbury and ©° B. Shubrick the former
drowned off Vera Cruz, July 24, 1345, the latter
hilled at the naval battery nesr Vera Cruz, Merch
25, 1847 whilst in discrarge of their duties

Thelon Secretsry of the Navy {s highly ap.
plaudcd for the able manner in whick he has sus.
tained the discipline of this academy Cap‘ain
Bluke the very gentlemanty and eficient superin-
tendent of the aczdemy, is éntitled to high praise

for it ¢ ranner In wkich he discharges his duatles,
as well as the kindness with which he recelves
every Vvisitor

The ¢*Female Orphan Asylum™ of Armagol&s is,
as are such institutionsevery where,a most benevo
lent mstitutiey  ‘I'here are now several interesting
14t le gitls welPcared for, fed, ctoztned and edu
cated, whilst especial care 18 taken with thelr relt-

jous treining ~ Their preceptress 13 Mig Annie

ohrson, assisted by her mother—ladics who ap.
pear o Le well qualified for their important duties,
Iheladies under whose auspices the asylum is
supported are Mrs Dr Swmith, Mrs Dr. Stewart,
Mis. Herdy, Mrs Swann, Mrs. Jores, Mrs Hag-
nae, Mra. Noutse and Mrs, Craven

‘There are four Bne churches, viz, The Protes.
tant Epscopel, Rev Mr. Davenport; Catholte,
Rev Father Jacobs, Methodist Eplscopal, Rev.
Jobn Thrush; Presbyterian, Rev. . J, Graff, Afri-
cen Dethodist, Rev H Price 'The tbree first
nomed bave nearly completed new, enlarged and
Leantifnl edifices, which it is quite probanle will
be occupied during the enauing(r) fal.

In the postofiice there are 690 boies numbered,
bitfew of them taken by the merchants The.
postmaster bas, 1n a very good position, fixed abox
for contributions to the ¢National \Washinglon
Monument,” at Washington, and that appeal is
for from being disregarded .

‘1 he teroperance cause 1s, Ilearn, quile prosper-
eushere

The opening of a rallroad to Annapolis was a
nohie enterprise, binding so closely the Ancient
City—the beautiful caplal of Maryland—~with Bal.
uUmore and Washington The road is sow repre-
sented 2s in order, rurs with regulanty, and Mr.
flammord, the conductor, has won the good opin-

fon of those generully who' travel with him  As-
vther brifltant excursion spent the day at Annapo-
I's Junction, wlere they were well provided for,
Youts, &¢. MERCURY,
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