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Tae AutnoRI™Y or POLICEMEN The fris
of policeman Izizick McDonald for the murder
of Daniel Brown, colored, which has occupied
the attention of the Criminal Court for some
days,came to & conclusion yesterday,by the jury
reudering a verdivt of gullty ol manslaughter,
the Ieast oftense that could be found against the
prisoner, which iavolves a penalty of imprison-
wment io the penitertiary for not more than teu
¥ears, or, at tke diacretion of {be court, a fine
of not more than $00, or imprisonment in jail
for not wore than two years, or both fine and
imprisonment in jail.  The facts of the case are
too familiar to our readlers to require recapitu.
lation—for they excitad congiderable public in-
cignation. It scems to be conceded that therewas
1o iaw to probibit anyone frfom giving such an
cotertainment as was given by Brown on the
night on which Le was kilted, and the noize
that was spade within the house did pot justify
an entrence of the polive to ztop it. Every
mau's house is his gustic fu the eye of the law,
ang it iz the bosst of an English orator that
though the winds may enter the poorest hovel
of the land, the king of England cannot enter it,
Of course there are limitations to such & rule,
but  the effense given by the noisy
party a2t Broww's did not  come with.
in ‘any of the excepitlons. The police-
man bad vo risht to o into his house for
tbe reasons alieged in his excuse, and much less
in resentinent of odepsive esxpressions, The
verdict, whiie not of the gravest character
which it was decined wonld be justified by the
faets, ought «t ail events {o be an impressive
adinonition to policemen to understand the
lugal Himits of thir anthority, instead of induly-
ing such vague idens on that =ubject as seem
to have been held by the slayer of Browa, Po-
licemen should besr in mind that they are min.
isters of the law, and hence shonld be conservs
stors of the ri:hts of the citizen apd of (he
domicile. Above all, a man who accepts a pe-
lice position purs himseli under a moral obliga-
tion not to be governed by persoral motives,
and especislly to keep cool and preserve selfs
controi under the most jreituting circumstances.
The pulice brard and its bigher oficers, while
doizy all ig their power to maintain the egi.
ciency of the force, shonld be carefnl to Leep
its members fully and clearly -apprised of
their powers ps well as duties, so that they may
uot, under mistaken idess of their suthority,
exercise srositrary power, or even their fung.
tious, in any way except {or the prscservation ot
Inw and ovder, and ina spirit wiich both re-
spects aud protects the rights of the gitizen, the
Luwmblest as well 82 the highest,
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