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City senators are quietly planning unified ‘Courthouse ticket’ for fall

By THEODORE #. HENDRICKS
_ A qulet move Is under way among Bal-
timore city, senators to form a "Court.
house ticket" that would Include cangi.
dates for-the office of clerk of the six
cousts of the Supreme Bench open in the
citywide election this fall, -

But sources indlcate that there are sig-
nificant gbjections to the mave, based on
suggestions that the patronage reward for
such a upity ticket wauld allow senators to
have a say In naming a chief deputy clerk
or the person who Serves directly under
the clerk,

State Senator Robert L. Douglass (D,
45th) said yesterday that several meetings

had been held about the possibility of the
unified ticket, All' 11 senators have ex-
pressed an interest, he sald.

“When we get this thing shaped up,
we'll make a big splash and everybody
will come In.” Senator Douglass sald, Sen-
ator Harry J. McGuirk (D., 37th) is also 2
maoving force behind the ticket,

Although the make-up of the ticket is
expected to be decided after Monday's {i-
ling date, certain agreements have al
ready been made. The ticke will consist
of four whites and two blacks and will in-
clude Elmer 0. Harrls, 3 liquor board
member.

J. Randall Carroll, the clerk of the
Court of Common Pleas and only black
among the clerks, has not been invited to
any discussions of the ticket. Mr, Carroll
sald yesterday he was the most qualified
for the job but acknowleged he faces oppo-
sition in the election.

Last Monday’s meeting of a group of

clty senators on the unified ticket raised
the possibility that the patronage cost of
the senators’ powerful political backing
might scuttle the plan. The objection was
to political control of the chief deputy
clerks, sources said.

The chief deputy clerk of a court ac

tually runs the office, taking day-to-day
responsibllity for keeping dockets up to
date, accounting for the money that comes
in and handling detailed work required in
operating a court.

While clerks face a citywide election
every four years and must seek organized
political support, they are also responsible
to the judges for the operations of their
office, Clerks attempt (o choose a strong
deputy, leaving some political leeway for
other positions.

Any attempt to alter the delicate bal
ance that traditionally exists raises the
specler that court operations will come

under political control. Attempts to head
off such control have heen repeatedly
backed by judges who, sa far unsuccessful:
fy, have supported moves to make clerks
an appointive post.

Same clerks ins the Courthouse cannat
promise much patronage anyway, Law-
rence A, Murphy, the veteran clerk of the
Criminal Court, for instance, has his office
under Civil Service.

Robert H, Bouse, the cler} of Superior
Court and president of the State Court
Clerks Association, has faced two elec-
tiens and has more than 10 years® expers-
ence in his job. He faces anly nominal op-
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postion from William Allen, a deputy
Crimina) Court clerk. “

QOne veteran clerk, John 0. Rutherfard,.
of the Baltimbre ity Court, has made pg,
maove either to file for re-clection or fo res
ttre. His job may be one of the two sought -
by black leaders, the other being M. Car--
foll's post

Ronald Wiley, who was appointed as
clerk of the Circust Court and has filed for -
clection, and John F. Kelly, the clerk of .
Circunt Court No. 2, who 15 also seeking bis’
first election, are the heads of the final
l;vo offices anvolved in the eitywide ticket
plan.



