At. Mary's Contested Eloction.
[Correspondence of the Baltimore Sun.]
ANNATOLIS, Feb, 12, 1880,
CONCLUDING ARGUMENT 0F COUNSKL—REPORT

OF THE COMMITTEE—DECISION IX FAVOR OF

GRAVES, REFUBLICAY, ETC.

The contested electlon Ignwtius E,
Muattingly for the seat of Joa‘%;ﬂ Taves, of St
Mury's eounty, has been decided unsnimousty
in favor of the sitting member, who I8 o re-
publiean, Argument was concluded in the
case last night. For Mr. Graves several coun-
#e] have spoken,viz: Mr, Holmes, hiscolleague,
J. Parran Crate,and finally 8. Thos, McCullough,
the latter being of Annapolis, and 6 uephew ot
tha Bpeaker of the House of Delegntes.
Mr, McCullough contended that the require-
ments of the law had not been earriod vut fu
the mode of taking testimony for Mattingly, by
failing to name time and place, He donled
st there was, Intlmidation on the part of
Graves und his friends, but asserted that re.
publjcan voters wers inumidated. It is not
thownh who received the tWenty-one votes al-
leged to have been cast in the sixth distriet iy
excess of the names registered, but the test-
mony shows that there were 15 padding tlckets
fur Mattingly, Granupg that there were 21
pudding tickets, mog were for M&Iglnl‘."l?’. and
It 1s Incumbent on him to 8how not only ‘that
thers was an excess of ballots, but for whowmn
thay were cast.” Admitting that tboy should be
taken from Grayes, it sould still:leave him 61
ujority in the county—the majority. returned
bolng 85,. He contended ‘that -the fallure of
Judges to amix 'certificates 'to the poll-books In,
the first and sixth’ districts: did not yitlate th
olectlon, whers no fraud was shown aud the

y ot the returns:wad not questioned.: If
there were {rregularities on' the poll-books the
Fizhi g would 1o th utl or R paliats M
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" thi tloctith ‘6 My, GiaAves 1 upset, thatt tha'
county commissionera: and other.ofMears will
nexs be copietod. In consliados:hs mads s,
atrabg &ppoeal 88 a'democrat himpelf for justice:
atthe handa of the demovratin party in'thiscase,

M, W, &, Fisher, in replying for Mr. Mat.
‘tiogly, sald thas tha'chiet ground had not heon.
touched liv anything thet hod been sald or
obhownto the committes, Graves i3 retutrned
83 having precelred 85 majority in the whels
couaty, but the returns from the Arss and sixth
distyl which give him tetes to Ov¥ersoms
Matllogly's vois elzewhers, pre not certified
by the judges, and should not be counted, It
they are thrown cut it unesats Mr, Graves, The
siitlng membsr ghould havo sdmitied to the
cativasslng borrd the fallure to certHy, and
have offerad evidence onshich they could have
eerllified that thers was anelection i-these dis-
u-uits, and that Mr, Groves bad received s ma-

ority.

1 ‘I‘h’; roport of the committes pays thet the
views presented and proots aubmitted have
bean carafully consldered, ‘The commlites are
of opinion that tho chsr{:o of tho contestant of
intimidatlén of voters In certaln districts by
friends of the alidog member 13 wholly unans-
tained; that she election was bonesily coun-
ducted, and that all partles sntfilod to vole .

.ware froely accorded that privilege. The next
point made by the contpstant was that iue
judges of electlon 1n this frstand 81Xk eleciion
districts had not properly countad and Te-
furned tho votes of thosa distrlets, Section
a7, articie 33, of the code requirea thai swo
pinin apd dsstinct siateipents shali be made
out on the pollbooks, certliylhg the sum-
bher of votea estl candidate received, The
poll-books of distrlet No, 1 showed that only
one puch ajatement bad baen made out—
The committes, however, wers ol ollnion
thit the section of the coda alluded to in sii-
pl¥ directory and net mandstory, and that it
waa oot assentlal to the valjdity of the alection
that the provialons of tho section be strictly
adbered 10, on the princtole that lrregnlaritios,
which do nat tend 10 affect the reaulta, are not
to defeat the will ot the majoricy. In dlatriet
No. 6 It appeara by the polk-bocks that the
proper ceTtiileates avd returns were wade by
the fudges of election of that dtstrict, The
foregolng gueslons belng the only ones before
the comnmikties for vonsideration, and they hav.
1ng been decided In fever of the altting mem-
ber, the commlties respactfuily reconmend
the ndnpuon ot the fallowlng: -

“&erotved, ThavSonn N. Qraveshs, and ke 15
hereby, declarod to have been duly electel as
one of 1he Delegates frof §t, Mary's county t
ths House of Delegates at the eleciion held in
1kl Siate on Novemnber 4, 1870,

And your commities tsl te be dlscharged
frotmn farthey cousideraticn of tho suhjecr, B,
F. Crouso, chalrman, Jesge N, Bowon, Willlam
Grady, J. Marlon Wootsrd, 'Thes, H, Crampton,
Geo, W, Wilsop, H. Clay BEldgely, Wnr T. Smlth,
Geo. W. Bemsbery, )




