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POLITICS

The education of Bea Gaddy

For years, legendary crusader for the homeless Bea Gaddy worked effectively outside
the system. But now that she’s on the Baltimare City Council, will the 67-year-old learn
how to operate from the inside? By Jim Brochin

ea Gaddy hobbles inro the Balri
more Ciry Council chambers on a
warm autumn evening. Her foot
is heavily wrapped in a walking
cast, and she supports her weight with
the help of a brown cane.
“Poor circulation,” she explains.
Gaddy's white hair is pulled straight
hack, and she is dressed smartly in a
W hiruv;mdvhl;ﬂk blazer. This is the start

of her second year as a city council-
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woman. She rtakes her usual sear in the
right-hand corner of the chambers and
stares straight ahead, her face lmpassive.
She seems quite small and alone in the
arnate toom, While other Council
members scurry about, making last
minure deals and torming alliances,
Gaddy sits gquietly and speaks 1o no one.

After more than a year on the Council,
Gaddy has yer to rruly find her way around

City Hall. She's doesn’t have a great rap-

port with her fellow legislators and they, i
turn, feel they haven't gotten to know he

“We've never met together to discw
a single strategy to benefit the district
savs her Second District colleagw
Bernard C. "Jack” Young.

There's no arguing that Gaddy ha
been an extremely vieorous and passion
ate advocate for the POOT. And mos
agree that her potential as a councilper

son is tremendous.




&

A sympathetic ear: To many of her constituents,
Bea Gaddy is a politician they can really trust.

“She's closer to the very poor than any-
one else,” says Mayor Martin O'Malley,
“She can be instrumental in finding a
better way to provide homeless services.”

But grassroots community work and leg-
slative work are rwo different creatures.

“She has to fieure out where she can
make a difference,” says O'Malley.

And, from a legislative perspective,
Giaddy hasn't quite figured that out vet.
Of the four bills that she has introduced,
one was the conrroversial African-
American reparations resolution, which
galls on the U.S. Congress to consider
granting descendants of slaves compen-
sation for their families' suffering.

“I was asked by a constituent to put
this bill in," explains Gaddy, “I'm not
locking for money for descendants of
slaves, bur rather free housing, tree edu-
gation, free health care, and free graves.”

City Council President Sheila Dixon
says that Gaddv's resolution, while laud-
gble, is a bit unrealistic.

*A change [like that] has ro come on
the federal Jevel,” Dixon says,

Like evervone else in the Ciry [..‘:.'H!‘Il'”,
Dixon has enormous respect for Gaddy.
But she echoes the sentiments of many
when she says, "|ki:hH‘.| has to assess
what her priorities are and make a deci-

ston if she wants to be a legislaror or not.”

ASK GADDY IF SHE WANTS TO BE A
legislator and brace vourself for her
reaction. You see, Gaddy still adamantly
belicves she righttully won a council
seat in the 1991 election, when she was
narrowly cdged out by Paula Johnson
Branch after the official count was
finalized. Nine vears larer, she still
won't stop talking about ar.

“They should repay me for lost wages

since 01! she fumes.
[t should all he a moot point now,
nuhl ! Gaddy was '.hL' iL‘il\“ll‘_{ vote-getter

for the Second Councilmanic District in
1999, She didn't only win. She won
handily. So why can't she pur the 1991
experience hehind her!? Why does she
still (el cheared? To understand chat,
you have to understand a livtle bit about
Bea Gaddy.

Homeless until she was 18, Gaddy
pulled herselt off the streers of New York
Ciry through “praver and self-acrualization,”

puts it. She moved to Baltimore

s she I
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in 1964. Here, she decided thar the best
way to conquer her own past was to help
others, s0 she set up an emergency food
pantry. She talked ro churches, schools,
and businesses, askine them to conrriburte
to her pantry. It worked. She has spent the
past two decades as a champion of the

poor and marginalized in Baltimore. The

owledgments
she has parnered include being one of
President George H. W. Bush’s “1,000
Points of Light” and being named one of
the “Women Who Made A Difference” by

1991

numerous awards and ac

Family Circle magazine in
But when vou've raged against the sys-
tem for so many years, it's hard to know

how to fight from inside Ciry Hall.

WHEN BEA GADDY ¥

Collington Avenue, she is greeted like a

ALKS DOWN
conquering hero. People wave and shout
encouragement. [ hey reach out to
squeeze her hand

One thing's for sure: The people of the
Second District feel as if they now have
someone fighting for them on the inside.

Joan Floyd, the founding director of the
Remington Neighhorhood Alliance, says
]h-ll “!\l_"f‘! ill'lﬁ_'-l\l\ seen a \E”i'\'rl'nl_l_' \'i'“L.t\
Gaddy took office: “In August, she did a

walkabout with us in the neigchborhood

1§ a frequent

Palitical writer

contributor to "B-Side.”
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from 23rd Street ro Cresmont Avenue.
There was a real sense of support and under-
standing from her. She was encouraging us
to empower ourselves as a neighborhood.
We got the sense that as we improved the
neighborhood, she would be right there
with us. Her presence is a real plus.”

When you look at it that way, Bea
Gaddy has been doing her own version of
“constituent” work for the last 20 vears
(minus the salary), whether it be feeding

the homeless or obtaining school supplies

Above: Gaddy shares an uncharacteristically ligh
moment with her fellow Council memhers. Beloy
Gaddy chats with constituent James Richardso

and uniforms for t|l'|\ic-1'|'\1'l\'|ix'ﬂu!' chil
dren. When Gaddy was diagnosed wit
hreast cancer in 1998 (she is currently i
remission), some of her first thought
were for -|I||~_| waomen;: How snlh'l'. Al
they know about early detection? Hos
can she educate them about rthis diseas

As a result, Gaddy is raising the funds:




wtablish the Bea Gaddy Cancer Outreach

fciliny for cancer patients,

mastered Ciry Hall, that doesn’t mean

8he doesn’t have some very definite
'I‘J.]u to live.

schools that are open at night to reach

Lenter, o nonprofit outreach and support

And just because she hasn't quite

Weas on how to make Baltimore a berrer

“l want to bring back community

sewing, cooking, and reading to adults,”

(Gaddy says. She also wanrs all schoolchild-
ren to have uniforms, so kids don’t make
fun of others for the clothes they wear. She
wants o act as an enforcer of the Civilian
Review Board ro make sure the Baltimore
City Police treat her constituents fairly.
Most of all, Bea Gaddy wants judges
to crack down harder on drug addicrs, so

that if they don't show up for court-

On her turf: Bea Gaddy makes a point as she
leans on boxes of donated food at her Collington
Avenue office.

ordered treatment, they ger sent to jail.
And she wants the judges to start with
her adult son, who she recently learned
has become addicred ro heroin.

“Here | am helping everyone else, and |
can't even control what's going on in my
own house,” she sighs. “I wanr you to pub-
lish this about my son because if it can
happen to me, it can happen to anyone.”

But Bea Gaddy can’t do all of this
alone. And if she wants to be a powerful
and effective City Council member, she
Il\.'l.'kl" to ]L‘:”‘l‘l o \-\"(}TL \-\'L’” \\”i" [\[}1(‘“_\_

Explains former State Senator and radio
talk-show host Larry Young: “She has
alienated [colleagues Bernard] Young and
[Paula] Branch with her aloofness. It would
be politically prudent of her to make the
first step towards reconciliation.”

All of this is pretty overwhelming to
the 67-year-old Gaddy.

“I guess it hasn’t hit me that I'm a coun-
cilwoman,” she admits. “l don't understand
the power | now have, and legislatively I'm

going to have to learn my way." 5]
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Cindy Wolt
Execurive Chef/Owner

CHARLESTON
1000 Lancaster Sereet, Baltimore
For reservations call 410/332.7373

www,charlestonrestauraunt.com
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