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Before the Supreme Bench of Baltimore City,
upon the occasion of Judge George . Sharp's memorial service,

Sept. 22, 1911.

If your Honors pleessse, once more are we gathered in solemn
agsemblage to do deserved homage, and pay affectionate tribute
to the memory of one of our number, who has but recently departed
from our midst. e

Onceggre has the dread and mysterious messenger of death,
with silent footfalls, invaded our inmost circle and served his
summons upon our aseociaste, brother and friend, and the Honorable
George Matthews Sharp, in response thereto, on the 7th day of
July, laid aside the robes of his exalted office, pure and
spotless as when he donned them, almost fifteen years ago, and
lifted from his shoulders life's burden, big with duties, cares,
responsibilities, suffering and pain, and hastened away to ap-
pear before the Bar of that last High Court of Appeal, there to
answer for the deeds done in the body, there to render up his
final account of stewardship here below. Xnowing the man as we
knew him, knowing his life, his character and work, we believe
that the all-wise merciful and just Judge of angels and of men
has pronounced upcn him the greatly to be desired verdict of
"Well done, good and faithful servant.”

H—4s Wpon these occasions, fraught with solemnity and over-
shadowed by the sable wing of death, thsf we pause in our quest
after honors and gold, contentment, diversion and happiness,
to thoughtgully and seriously contemplate the realities of life,
and ponder upon the wonderful possibilities introduced to us by

death.
It is well, proper and profitable to pause and study the

object lesson of a good man's 1life and death. It brings home

to us a realization of the benefits and rewards of a gocd life




to the irdividusal and to society. This dsy we surround the
monument which a good men has laboriously builded to his own
memory. The monument of a true and useful 1life nobly lived.
Upon it we place the fragrant and undying flowers of our respect,
esteem and love,and adopt it as a land-mark along life's rough
and tortuous pathway for our guidance, encouragement and example.

Judge Sharp was one of our people. He was born, reared and
1ived in our midst, and when life's fitful dream was o'er, ten-
derly we laid him to rest, dropping upon his bier our tear of
sorrow and regret.

His life was to us as an open book. As a friend, he was
loysl, appreciative, sympathetic, kind and feithful. As a
lawyer he was capable, industrious, safe and honest. As a
judge he was absolutely upright, fair, conscientious, indus-
trious, just and fearless, at all times possessing the fullest
confidence of the bar and public. His career as a lawyer and a
jurist is too familiar to us to reguire at this time more than
passing mention.

Outside of the performance of his judicial duties, Judge
Sharp's most lasting snd serious work was done in the interest
of legal education. A man of high ideals, he sought to do what
he could to improve the conditions and raise the standards in
his own profession. His view of lawyers and the law was a
broad one. Realizing the potent and almost unlimited influence
of the bar upon public and private affairs, he looked beyond
the mere money-earning possibilities of the profession to the
maintenance of its ancient honor, prestice and integrity.

Meny years ago, he viewed with concern and alarm the influx of

a large number of poorly equipped and ill-fitted young men into
the profession, whose influence could prove but degrading and
commercializing. With a number of other gentlemen, he determined,

if possible, to bring about certain reforms which it was believed




would greatly benefit the bar and public,and safeguard the
portals of the profession.

The American Bar Association seemed to offer the best op-
portunities and facilities for undertsking this uncertain but
surely laborious task. Lhe committee on Legsl Hducation, of
which Judge Sherp was one of the most sctive and enthusiastic
members, about the year 1890 undertook to gather the fullest pos-
gsible information as to the then stetus of legal education in
the United s3tates and other countries. This to acquire a prac-

tical and working knowledge of the subject in hand. As a result
of this wide, extended and thorough investigation, several ex-
haustive and most instructive reports were submitted to the
American par Association. These reports were accompanied by
elaborate tebles of statistics made up from the catalogues of
all the known law schools in the United otates. rrom these re-
ports and statistics, among other things, it clearly appeared
that law school education had already superseded the 0l1ld method
of office training, and that from then on the law schools would
be largely, if not entirely, responsible for the character and
efficiency of the bar; but it also appeared that a most serious
and regrettable condition existed in the 1law school system in the
lack of proper and uniform educational requirements for entrance
into the schools, as well as in curriculum, length of course, &c.
At this time the schools varied 811 the way from the most unsat-
isfactory one-year schools, night schools, correspcndence schools,
through somewhat better two-year schools, to the more satisfac-
tory ones maintaining three and four year courses.

To cope with & situvation at once so grave and important,
necessitated concentrated thoucht, energy and sction. The
exigencies of the situation were lercely responsible fér the
organization of the Section of Legal Education of the American

Bar Asscociation about the year 1893. Judge Sharp was elected
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5() Secretary of the section and served in that capacity for okewd
eight years;u?u;%gf_zgiiz E;?iﬁgf 52252§re;&£4i?€;Efﬁggiiiifical_
ly of his time, ability and energy., A 1little later on, the
Associgetion of American Law Schools was formed. The conditions dz?ii;\—
and qualifications required for membership in this Association
necessitatéd the adoption by the law schools seeking mem-
bership therein, of most of the reforms advocated by Judge
Sharp and his associates. A large majority of the law schools
of the country complied with the regquirements and qualified for
admission irto the Association. This meant the disappearance
of the one and two year schools, the adoption of & high school
education or its equivalent as a condition for entrance into
the law schools, a much more uniform ourricuium, the abolition
of the practice of admitting to the bar upon a law school degree,

Cﬁérki the establishment of State Boargs of Law Examiners in a large

of 'the states, d-oé—ngj(g‘v?{aby with the much abused prac-
tice of admisgion to the bar upon oral examination in open
court.

Happily Judge Sharp lived to see the adoption of many of
the reforms which he had striven with energy and determination
to bring about, and to observe their beneficial results upon
the bar and the public. We feel a justifiable pride in calling
especial attention to his part in this most important movement
which has been nation-wide in its extent and influence.

Thus i# very briefly and imperfectly told the story of
Judge Sharp's 1life.

To those of us whose fortune it was to possess his friend-
ship, his loss is a sad and serious one. Bar and bénch in his
death have lost a useful, efficient, upricht, fearless and honest

judge. The public have lost a faithful, capable and upright

servant.

Some of us followed his lonely and faltering footsteps down
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the Wester%/slope of life's foot-hills, where lies the valley
of death. At the brink of death's cold and turbid waters we
bade him gdieu and heard him say, "I am not afrseid to die.”
Then he pointed the prow of his frail craft across the troubled
stream and disappeared from our view within the overhanging mists.
We trust that ere ndw he has anchored his soul in the haven
of rest; that his fondest hopes and prayers have at last been
realized in meeting again %ig:ggggggh and sainted mother and
his good father, and that thebaewes links in love's golden_ b

So ruthlealy broa wfoorw Urmes Errccel 7<4,6(MM/.7 Cloand,
chainﬁpave been forever reunited upon the skiming-sheres of a

A

blissful immortality ,where God ,and mother and heaven are one.



The death of Judge Sharp occasioned sincere sorrow to
his associates upon this Beuch, During the fourteem years through
which he sat in the Courts of ﬂil(ﬁty administering law and equity,
we had found him a kind, courteous, considerate collegue, actuated
by generous impulses and the instincts of a refined and cultured
gentleman, frank and open in his dealings, jealous of the dignity
and honor of the bench, solicitous to promote the efficiency of

the Courts, controlled by motives of honor and integrity, punctilious

in the discharge of every obligation, ready always to perform his
Share of Judioigl labor or to assist a brother Judge who might be
over-burdened by press of work or ill-health, loving justice and
truth, hating iniquity and deceit, It is within bounds to say of
him, thag&%he Judges who have occupied seatg on this bench within

our recollection, no one has had higher principles of action ¢z

a3 more conscientiously sought to perform the duties of the judicial
office with dignity, fairness and impartiality.

His insistence upon a somewhat formal and strict decorum
in the court room, his aversion to Signing ex parte orders and his
reluctance to determine a cause until every doubt in his mind was
resolved, leading him at times to ask for a re-argument or the
submission of briefs upon some question, which had occured
to him while the case was sgub curia, were evidences of the man's
just estimate of the importance of his position, and of the
fundamental right of litigants to a full and fair hearing before a
decision was made against them.%ﬁwﬁe took a warm interest in the
improvement and reform of legal proceedure and samne of the most

beneficial changes and additions which have been made in our court

rules were due to his iniviative, although his suggestions as to

what the changes should be were not always those ultimately adopted,



The work which he did as a member of the American Bar
Association and as Chairman of its Committee on Legal Education, to
elevate the standards of admission to the bar and the ethics of the
profession was notable, won him a prominent place in the councils
of the Association and entitled him to the gratitude of the
American Bar,

Judge Sharp had exalted ideals of private life and family
ties, was a devoted son, ® weicouuae guest in the houses of his friends
and though ummarried, delighted to extend the hospitality of his own
home to those in whose society he took pleasure.?” He was a respected
and useful member of this Bench, a faithful public servant, a just
and upright Judge. The esteem in which he was held by his brethren
of the bar has been shown by their presence here today, by the tributes
which have fallen from the lips of some of those who knew him best
and by the discriminating minute: which has been presented to the
Court,

We shall direct a record to be made of these proceedings,
including the memorial minute and as a further mark of our sorrow

and our regard, the Court will now be adjourned.
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In the few minutes during whieh I shall trespass upon you
in seeonding this minute, I shall devote my remarks entirely to the
perscna’ characteristies of Judge Sharp. In his judiecial career
as a member of this bench, he was always a painstalking, industrious,
careful judge, and his sole purposewas to correctly decide the
matter in controversy. Although we may not describe him in the
terms which would be fitting for some great exponent of judielal
interpretation, yet, in the other qualifications which are so0 essential
for membership on this Beneh, and which comprise the persanal char-

acter of the man, he was specially endowed. As the years go by,

undeyr the development of our American institutions, tie influence

of a judge in a community is measured not only by the force of his
legal decisions, but by the influencefor good and the respect for
the administration of law, which his high character nay insplre.
Judge Sharp's quiet unassuming demeanor, in the dignity with which
he always nvresided over his Court, in the broad culture of his mind,
in the good qualities of his citizenship, in his share in the legal
education of the future members of his profession, in his generous
charity, and in his pleasant social relations with those withwhom
he came in ccntact, he embodied the essentizl qualities which

bring respect and admiration for the members of this Bench in our
community. To have lived a life whieh would be complete in its
career at any moment when the surmons of death may end s it;
earthly manifestation is one of the greatest blessings which can

be bestowed upon a man, It is a wise provision of divine law that
no one can know the certain duration of his earthly career. To some
the summons comes at the very zenith of some brilliant success, and
the werld remarks that 'death loves ét;'shining mark'!; to others

it comes 'as the lengthening shadows of a summer aftemoon at the end
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of a long and successful career; but to the vast majority of the
dwellers on earth the end comes as an unknownand unexpected visitor.
Blessed is the man, who whenever that moment comes, at whatever

time in his earthly career, is found ready and prepared for the

TN

creat transition. Such I helieve was the experience of him whose
memory we memerialize to-day. His career had been completely round-

ed by a quiet and faithful life. What can be sald better of a man

i 3 2Nl g

at the last, than, that he has through his life exemplified the
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divine teaching, "te do justly, to love mercy and t0 walk humbly

with his God".
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Memorial Minute.

It is eminently proper, in accordance with the esteblish-
ed custom of this Honorable Court, that the memory of one who has
filled the high judicisl position of & Member of the Supreme Benech
of Baltimore City should be perpetuated by & proper memorial upon
its records.

On behalf of the Bar of this City, we beg to offer the
following Minute &8s a slight token of the respect and esteem in
which the Hon. George Matthewse Sharp, whose untimely death occurred
on July 7th last, wees held by the fellow members of his profession.

Judge Sharp was born in Baltimore, November 17, 1851.

After & brief experiemnce in business, he entered the Law School

of Yale University and gresdusted from that Ins$itution in 1895

with the degree of Master of Laws. During the time of his residence
at Yale and for ym & year succeeding his graduation he was a special
student in certaih courses, and in 1889 his Alma Mater conferred

upon him the hmnorary degree of Master of Arts. In 1907 the honorsry
degree of Doctor of Lawe was conferred upon him by Washington College.

He wae admitted to the Bar of this City ahd State immed-
istely after his graduation at Yale University in 1875 end continued
in the aetive practice of his profession until FNovember 1897, ﬁhen
he was elected by thei@bople of this City as an Associate Juige
of this Honorable Court.

Judge Sharp was always an earnest advocate of a2ll measures
tending to legel reform and progress and gave the benefit of his
extended legal knowledge in instrueting students of the law from 1889
to 1900 as he=wes one of the lecturers of the Yale Law School and he
performed the same service for Georgetown University in 1901 and 1902.

Judge Sharp as & Member of this Bemch always manifested
& high eppreciation of the honorable office which he was called
upon to f£111, and of the great importance of ite decisions and com=
giderations to the welfare of the community in which he lived.
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His kindly temperament made him always courteous to all
the members of the Bar, and his patience and dignity in presiding
over the Court inspired thet respect for the law which is most es-
gential in the sdministration of the great institution of justice.

He was & men of broad uprightness of character, with &
high sppreciation of the honor of the legal profession, and with
that end in view he labored unceesingly to uplift the practice ofthe
law and to increase the cualificetions which should be required
for the honorsble profession to which he belonged. His efforte
in that direction have left & lasting impression upon the qualiw-
fications of the Bar of this City and State.

His acquaintance with the lew was broaé and philé-
sophicel, and he bestowed upon every case which ceme before
him the most psinsteking and industrious research. In his fidelity
to duty, in his unswerving integrity as Judge, in the uprightness
of his conduct, and in the kindly qualities of his charscter which
mede him ave:rmeroithl Judge, he established & worthy example
for all members of our profession to emulate.

In his private life he waes & men of studious habits, de~
voted tc his books, and deeply enlightened in all the literature
of the day. In his quiet life in this community he accentusted
and demonstrated the inestimable value of devotion te prineiple and
duty, whilst his generous sympathjyes snd charitable associations
made him & mogt valued member of the commgnity.

The influence of such & life will continue to be
felt in the promotion of the higher development of our proe-
fession, and in the realization of the qualities which are essémtial
in an upright and honorable Judge end @itizen.
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It is with the renewed consciousness of a great

If Your Honors Please:

personal loss that I rise to second the adoption of the
Minute upon the death of Judge Sharp, which has been pre=-
pared by the Committeé appointed by the Bench, for it is
no small matter to sever the professional associations and
personal intimacies of thirty-five years and to realize
that they are in truth not merely interrupted but termina-
ted.

It was my fortune to meet Judge Sharp very shortly
after he came to the Bar and at which time he organized a
few young lawyers into a little Club which met at short in-
tervals for the discussion of matters of professional inter
est and of those experiences which occurred dnring the ear-
ly months of our practice and which, however unimportant
they may appear in retrospect, were of magnitude to our
callow apprehension, and it is noteworthy that even then
his attitude toward life and toward its personal and pro=
fessional opportunities and responsibilities manifested the
same high purpose and scrupulous personal integrity that
became but the more conspicuous as the impulses of his youth
strengthened into the convictions of his manhood, for throug
out his whole éafeer, at the Ba® and upon the Bench; there
came no time when temptation of opportunity or confusion of
circumstances caused him a moment's wavering on the path to

that-which he saw to be right, or an abatement of conscient-

h



ious effort to attain it.

He was a man who travelled much and with intelli-
gent observation, a student whose research was painstaking,
and a scholar whose keen interest in the elevation of the
profession led him, at considerable personal sacrifice, to
lectureships at Yale and Washington and to labors on the
educational committee of the National Bar Association.

0f his achievement as a practicing lawyer and of
his attainment as a liember of this Bench, it needs not that
I speak in this assembly, for they are well known to all of
us, but the exceeding beauty of his filial affection is ful-
ly known only to the parents he has now rejoined, while of
his loyalty as a friend, his consideration for those in
trouble, his sympathy with those in affliction, his help-
fulness to those in need,- there are few to speak, for his
was a modest and retiring nature and those only who were
the objects of his deep love for his fellow men, know or
can measure its generous siﬁcerity. Their sorrow is hidden
in hearts that will ever cherish the memory of him whom
they mourn as lawyer, as judge, as citizen, as christian,-

but more than all, as friend.




Memorial services were held yes
terday afterncon in the
Court in respect to the

ot the late George M. Sharp.

Judge Thos. J. Morris of the United
States Court, Judge Henry Stock-
bridge, of the Court of Appeals of
Maryland, Ex Judge Daniel Giraud
Wright, of the Supreme Bench, clerks
of the various courts, members of the
Bar and friends of the deceased jurist.
The speakers were Attorney-General
Straus, Mr. C. LaRue Munson, of the
Williamsport, Pa. bar, Postmaster
Harris, Messrs. Geo. R, Gaither, Wil-
liam Shepard Bryan and J. Maulsby
Smith. Chief Judge Harlan re-
sponded on the part of the Bench.

Attorney-Ganeral Straus being rec-
ognized by Chief Judge Harlan,said:

“*With the permission of your Hon-
ors:

“By the direction and on behalf of
the Committee appointed by your
Honors, 1 beg respecttully to present
the following Memorial Minute, and
to move that it be entered upon the
records of this Honorable Court:

MEMORIAL MINUTE.

“It is eminently proper, in accord-
ance with the established ~ustom of
this Honorable Court, that the mem-
ory of one who has filled the high ju-
dicial position of a Member of the
Supreme Bench of Baltimore City,
should be perpetuated by a proper
memorial upon its records.

On behalf of the bar of this city
we beg to offer the following minute
as a slight token of the respect and
esteem in which the Hon. George
Matthews Sharp, whose untimely
death occurred on July 7th last, was
held by the fellow members of his
profession.

Judge Sharp was born in Baltimore,
November 17, 1851.

After a brief experience in business,
he entered the Law School of Yale
University, and graduated from that
institution in 1875 with the degree of
Master of Laws. During the time of
his residence at Yale, and for a year
succeeding his graduation he was a
special student in certain courses, and
in 1889 his Alma Mater conferred upon
him the honorary degree of Master of
Arts. In 1907 the honorary degree of
Doctor of Laws was conferred upon
him by Washington College.

He was admitted to the Bar of this
City and State immediately after his

s&radunation at Yale University in 1875/

and continued in the active practice
of his profession until November,1897,
when he was elected by the people of
this city as an Associate Judge of
this Honorable Court.

Judge Sharp wasalways an earnest
advocate of all measures tending to
legal reform and progress, and gave
the benefit of his extended legal
knowledge in instructing students of
the law from 1889 to 1900, as one of
the lecturers of the Yale Law School,
and he performed the same service
{g(x)- Georgetown University in 1901 and

2.
Judge Sharp, as a Member of this
Bench always manifested a high ap-
preciation of the honorable office
which he was called upon to rill, and
of the great importance of its decis-
ions and considerations to the wel-
fare of the community in which he
lived.
His kindly temperament made him
always courteous to all the members
of the bar, and his patience and dig-
nity in presiding over the court in-
spired that respect for the law which
is most essential in the administra-
tion of the great institution of jus-
tice.
He was a man of broad uprightness
of character, with a high apprecia-
tion of the honor of the legal profes-
sion, and with that end in view he
labored unceasingly to uplift the
practice of the law, and to increase
the gqualifications which should be
required for the honorable profession
to which he belonged. His efforts in
that direction have left a lasting im-
pression upon the qualifications of
:he Bar of this City and State.
His acquaintance with the law was
road and philosophical, and he be-
towed upon every case which came
sfore him the most painstaking and
dustrious research. In his fidelity

duty, in his unswerving integrity

Judge, in the uprightness of his

nrduoct, and in the kindly qualities

his character which made him ever

nerciful Judge, he established a

'thy example for all members of
—u¢ profession to emulate.

n his private life he was a man of
idious habits, devoted to his books,
d deeply enlightened in all the
erature of the day. In his quiet
e in this community he accentuated
d demonstrated the inestimable
lue of devotion to prineiple and
ity, whilst his generous sympathies
1d charitable associations made him
most valued member of the com-
unity.
The influence of such a life will con-
nue to be felt in the promotion of
1e higher development of our pro-
ssion, and in the realization of the
ualities which are essential in an up-
ght and honorable judge and citizen.

Superior
memory
In
addition to the members of the Su-
preme Bench, there were present
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The motion of Mr. Straus that the

Memorial Minute read by him be en-
tered upon the records of the court,

was seconded by Mr. Michael A. Mul-

lin. Judge Harlan then recognized
Mr. C. La Rue Munson a prominent
member of the Pennsylvania bar, a
classmate of Judge Sharp at Yale
University and a life long friend.
Mr. Munson spoke at length, without
notes, and paid a high tribute to the
many good qualities of the late Judge.

GEORGE R. GAITHER.

In the few minutes during which I
shall trespass upon you in seconding
this minuate,l shall devote my remarks
entirely tothe personal characteristics
of Judge Sharp. In his judicial
career a8 a member of this bench,
he was always a painstaking,industri-
ous, careful judge, and his sole puar-
pose was to correctly decide the
matter in controversy. Although we
may not describe him in the terms
which would be fitting for some great
exponent of judicial interpretation,
yet, in the other qualifications which
are so essential for membership on
this Bench, and which comprise the
personal character of the man, he
was specially endowed. As the years
go by, under the development of our
American institutions,the influence of
a judge in a community is measured
not only by the force of his legal de-
cisions, but by the influence for good
and the respect for the administra-
tion of law, which his high character
may inspire.

Judge Sharp’s quiet unassuming de-
meanor, in the dignity with which he
always presided over his court in the
broad culture of his mind, in the good
qualities of his citizenship, in his
share in the legal education of the
future members of his profession, in
his generous charity, and in his pleas-
ant social relations with those with
whom he came in contact,he embodied
the essential qualities which bring
respect and admiration for the mem-
bers of this Bench in our community.
To have lived a life which would be
complete in its career at any moment
when the summons of death may end
its earthly manifestation is one of
the greatest blessings which can
be bestowed upona man. Itisa wise
provision of divine law that no one
can know the certain duration of
his earthly career. To some the
summons comes at the very zenith
of some brilliant success, and the
world remarks that ‘death loves a
shining mark'; to others it comes
as the lengthen shadows of a
summer afternoon at the end
of a long and successful career, but
to the vast majority of the dwellers
on earth the end comes as an un-
known and unexpected visitor.
Blessed is the man, who, when-
ever that moment comes, at what-
ever time in his earthly career, is
found ready and prepared for the
great transition. Such, [ believe,
wag. the experience of him_ whose
memory we memorize .o-day. His
career had been completely rounded
by a quiet and faithful life. What
can be said better of a man at the
last, than that he has, through his
life, exemplified the divine teaching,
‘*to do justly, to love mercy, and ot
walk humbly with his God.”

W. HALL HARRIS.

1f your Honors please:
It is with the renewed conscious-
ness of a great personal loss that [
rise to second the adoption of
the minute upon the death of
Judge Sharp, which has been pre-
pared by the committee appointed
by the Bench, for it is no small mat-
ter to sever the professional associa-
tions and personal intimacies of
thirty-five years, and to .ealize that
they are in truth not merely inter-
rupted but terminated.

It was my fortune to meet Judge
Sharp very shortly after he came to
the Bar, and at which time he organ-
ized a few young lawyers into a littie
club which met at short intervals for
the discussion of matters of profes-
sional interest, and of those experi-
ences which occurred during the
early months of our practice,
and which, however unimportant
they may appear in retrospect, were
of magnitude to our callow apprehen-
sion, and it is noteworthy that even
then his attitnde toward !ife and to-
ward its personal and professional
opportunities and responsibilities
manifested the same high purpose
and scrupulous personual integrity
that became but the more conspicu-
ous as the impulses of his youth
strengthened into the convictions of
his manhood, for throughout his
whole career, at the bar and upon
the bench, there came no time when
temptation of opportunity or confus-
ion of circumstances caused him a
moment’s wavering on the path to
that which he saw to be right, or an
abatement of conscientious effort to
attain it.

He was a man who tr: veled much
and with intelligent ok jervation, a
student whose research was pains-
taking, and a scholar wh »se keen i.

terest in the elevation of the profes-
sion led him, at consi erable per-
sonal sacrifice, to lec areships at
Yale and Washington ar 1 to labors
on the educational comn ttee of the
National Bar Associatior
Of his achievement as
lawyer and of his atta
Member of this Bench,

that I speak in this a
they are well known to ¢
the exceeding beauty of
fection is fully know

parents he has now rejo:
bis loyalty as a friend, b

. practicing
iment as a

needs not
gsembly, for
11 of ns, but
his filial af-
only to the
ed, while of
y considera-

ISAAC LOBE STRAUS, tion for those in troublr , his sympa-

CHAIRMAN. thy with those in a liciion, his
MICHAEL A. MULLIN, helpfulness to those in need,
GEO. R. GAITHER,. there are few to speak, for
W. HALL HARRIS, his was a modest ud retiring
WM. S. BRYAN, JR. nature, and those on  who were
J. MAULSBY SMITH. the objects of his deep Ilove
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for his fellow-men, know or can
measure its generous sincerity.
Their sorrow is hidden in hearts that
will ever cherish the memory of him
whom they wourn as lawyer,, as
judge, as citizen, as Christian—but
more than all, as friend.

WM. &. BRYAN, JR.
1 knew Judge Sharp very well soci-
ally before he was elected to the
Bench. [ saw him qgnite frequently
and spent a great deal of time in his
company. He was a very agreeable,
congenial companion and was a high-
minded, well educated, refined gentle-
man, who never offended the sensi-
bilities of those with whom he was
thrown in contact. He was essen-
tially a gentleman. In all the years
that I knew him I can not recall his
ever doing an illbred or rude thing,
or his ever uttering a word or phrase
which any one could object to hav-
ing used before his own mother or
sister.
When Judge Sharp was elevated to
the Bench he showed that he was a
most conscientions magistrate, who
was scrupulously anxious to do exact
justice to every litigant, and who
spared no pains or labor to give to
the public the very best service of
which he was capable.
The very best that was in him was
regularly and, as a matter of course,
given to every cause,even the smallest
—submitted to him for judgment. A
litigant whose rights had been passed
on by Judge Sharp might, in some
cases, possibly feel that the judgment
rendered against him was erroneous.
Bat if the litigant knew of the labor
and care which Judge Sharp bestowed
on all his work he could not feel that
any error which mightbe in the judg-
ment was caused by prejudice or
carelessness or design.
Judge Sharp was essentially a jus-
tice-loving Christian gentleman, who
seemed always to bear in mind what
the Episcopal Church, in Book of
Common Prayer, teaches its children
to be their Duty towards their Neigh-
bors, and that is: ““To do unto all
men as I would they should do unto
me,”’ and “‘“To be true and just in all
my dealings; to bear no malice nor
hatred in my heart.”
Living up to these principles, Judge
Sharp was a just, righteous, upright
and painstaking Judge, and a good
man. To be able to say this accu-
rately of any man is praise of the
very highest order, deserving which,
when the close comes to our lives,
should make any of us feel deeply
and reverently grateful.

J. MAULSBY SMITH.

1f your Honors please, once more
are we gathered in solemn assemblage
to do deserved homage, and pay af-
fectionate tribute to the memory of
one of our number, who bhas but re-
cently departed from our midst.
Once more has the dread and mys-
terions messenger of -death; wi
lent footfalls, invaded our inmost cir-
cle and served his summons upon our
associate, brother and friend, the
Honorable George Matthews Sharp,
in obedience thereto,on the 7th day of
July, laid aside the robes of his ex-
alted office, pure and spotless as when
he donned them, almost fifteen years
ago, and lifted from his shoulders
life’s burden, big with duties, cares,
responsibilities, suffering and pain,
and hastened away to appear before
the Bar of that last High Court of
Appeal, there to answer for the deeds
done in the body, there to render up
his final account of stewardship here
below. Knowing the man as we
knew him, knowing his life, his char-
acter and work, as we know
them, we.believe that the all-wise,
all merciful, loving and just Judge of
angels and of men, has pronounced
upon him the greatly to be desired
verdict of ‘'‘Well done, good and
faithful servant.’”’

Upon these occasions, fraught
with solemnity, and overshadowed
by the sable wing of death, we
pause in our quest after honors and
gold, contentment, diversion and
happiness, to thoughtfully and se-
rionsly contemplate the realities of
life, and ponder upon the wonderful
possibilities introduced to us by
death.

It is well, proper and profitable to
pause and study the object lesson of
a good man’s life and death. It brings
home to us a realization of the ben-
efits and rewards of a good life
to the individual and to society. This
day we surround the monument which
a good man has laboriously builded
to his own memory; the monument

of a true, useful and honorable
life, nobly lived, and upon it
we place the fragrant and undy-

ing flowers of our respect, esteem
and love, and adopt it as a land-mark
along life’s rough and tortuous path-
way for our guidance, encouragement
and example.

Judge Sharp was one of our people.
He was born, reared and lived in our
midst, and when life’s fitful dream
was o’er,tenderly we laid him to rest,
dropping upon his bier our tear of
sorrow and regret

He life was to us as an cpen book.
As a friend, he was loyal, apprecia-
tive, sympathetic, kind and taithful.
As a lawyer he was capable, indus-
trious, safe and honest. As ajudge he
was absolutely upright, fair, con-
scientious, industrious, just and fear-
less, at all times possessing the fullest
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ing the potent almost unlimited
influence of tf upon public and
private affairs,oked beyond the
mere money-eg possibilities of
the profession 3 maintenance of
its ancient hoprestige and in-
tegrity. Manys ago, he viewed
with concern alarm the influx of
a large numbe;poorly equipped
and ill-fitted yamen into the pro-
fession, whose bnce could prove
but degrading commercializing.
With a number her gentlemen, he
determined, if ple, to bring about
certain reformszh it was believed

the profession.
The AmericaBar I
seemed to offele best opportuni-

would greatly ofit the bar and
public, and safed the portals of

Association

ties and facililfor undertaking
this uncertain surely laborious
task. The Comge on Legal Edu-
cation, of whiendge Sharp was
one of the most ye and enthusias-
tic members, abghe year 1890 un-
dertook to gathg> fullest possible
information as fthen status of
legal education fe | United States
and other count “‘This to acquire
a practical andkijing knowledge
of the subject fettl. As a result
of this wide, exd, © and thorough
investigation, 8¢y oxhaustive and
most instructiv gports were sub-
mittéd to the Anve m Bar Associa-
tion. These rfi{ were accom-
panied by elaboredibles of statis-
tics made up fromé€ catalogues of
all the known "®Mgchools in the
United States. g1 these reports
and statistics, am, other things, it
clearly appeare¢ Yt law school
education had alr—superseded the
old method of @ training, and
that from then @ae law schools

would be largeliFesponsible for
the character a; efficiency of
the bar; but ijulso appeared

that a most serii/ and regretta-
ble condition exi in the law
school system in tylack of proper
and uvniform edutional require-
ments for entrance to the schools,
as well asin corralum, length of
course, &c. At thifime the schools
varied all the way f m the most un-
satisfactory one-ye; schools, night
schools, correspalence schools,
through somewhat better two-year
schools, to the morgatisfactory ones
maintaining threeand four year
courses.
To cope with a sitation at once so
grave and importnt, necessitated
concentrated thongt, energy and ac-
tion. The exigencis of the situation
were largely resonsible for the
organization of ue Section of
Legal Education it the American
Bar Association sbout the Yyear
1893. Judge Shab was elected
secretary of the setion, and served
in that capacity forabout eight years,
during which time b gave freely and
enthusiastically ofais time. ability
and energy. At ne time of his

itk death Judge Sharp was Chairman
o1 tone cccui-‘w.-’p\n—'mgsf_mu'-'

cation. A little later on the As-
sociation of Ameican Law Schools
was formed. Tk conditions and
qualifications reqiired for member-
ship in this Assocation necessitated
the adoption by tte law schools seek-
ing membersbip therein, of most of
the reforms adwecated by Judge
Sharp and his amsociates. A large
majority of the law schools of the
country complied with the require-
ments, and qualifed for admission
into the Associatign. This meant the
disappearance of the one and two
year schools, the adoption of a high
school education ¢r its equivalent as
a condition for enfrance into the law
schools,a much mere uniform curric-
ulum, the abolitisn of the practice
of admitting to the bar upon a law
sahool degrea,while the establishment
of State Boards of Law Kxaminers
in a large proportion of the States,
did away with the much abused prac-
tice of admission io the bar upon oral
examination in open court.
Happily, Judge Sharp lived to see
the adoption of many of the reforms
which he had striven with energy and
determination to bring about, and to
observe their beneficial results upon
the bar and the public. We feel a

nity, fairnes

justifiable pride in calling especial

legue, actuated by generous impulses
and the instincts of a refined and cul-

tured gentleman, frank and open in

his dealings, jealous of the dignity

and honor of the bench, solicitous to

promote the efficiency of the courts,

controlled by motives of honor at_xd

integrity, punctilious in the dis-

charge of every obligation, ready

always 10 Perrorm uis suaro vi juliaviuh
labor or to assist a brother judge.who
might be over-burdened by press of
work or ill-health, loving justice and
truth, hating iniquity and dt_acelt. It
is within bounds to say of him, that
of the judges who have occupied
geats on this bench within our recol-
lection, no one has had higher prin-
ciples of action or has more con-
gcientiously sought to perform the
duties of the judicial office .wnth dig-
g and impartiality.

a somewhat

His insistence upon !
in the

formal and strict decorum

court room, his aversion to gigning
ex parte

orders and his reluctance to
determine a cause until every doubt
in his mind was resolved, leading him
at times to ask for a re-argument or
the submission of briefs upon some
question, which had occurreq to him
while the case was sub curia, were
evidences of the man’s just esti-
mate of the importance of hx_s posi-
tion, and of the fundamental right of
litigants to a full and fair hearmg_beA
fore a decision was made against
them. . .

He took a warm interest in the im-
provement and reform of legal pro-
cedure, and some of the most bene-
ficial changes and additions which
have been made in our court rules
were due to his initiative, although
his suggestions as to what the changes
should be were not always those ulti-
mately adopted.

The work which he did as a mem-
ber of the American Bar Association
and as Chairman of its Committee on
Legal Education, to elevate the stand-
ards of admission to the bar and the
ethics of the profession was no.table,
won him a prominent place In the
councils of the Association and en-
titled him to the gratitude of the
American Bar. .

Judge Sharp had exalted ideals of
private life and family ties, was a de-
voted son, a welcome guest In the
houses of his friends and though un-
married, delighted to extend the
hospitality of his own home to those
in whose society he took pleasure.
He was a respected and useful
member of this Bench, a faithful pub-
lic servant, a just and upright Judge.
The esteem in which he was held by
his brethren of the Bar has been
gshown by their presence here to-day,
by the tributes which have fallen
from the lips of some of those who
knew him best, and by the discrimi-
nating minute which has been pre-
gented to the court.

We shall direct a record to be made
of these proceedings, including the
memorial minute, and as a fur;r};er__
ofour Sorrow amnd Our TogdTy,
the court will now be adjounrned.

REGULAR AUDITS MADE.
WILLIAM F. ROGERS & SON CO

Public Accountants and Auditors,

606 American Building.

PROPERTY

SALES.
Wells & McCormick,Solicitors, 1023 Fidelity
Building.
TRUSTEE’S SALE
OF
VALUABLE FEE-SIMPLE PROPERTY.

KENOWN AS
NO. 1149 YORK ROAD.

By virtue of a decree of the Circuit Court
of Baltimore City, the undersigned, trustee,
will sell by public auction, on the premises,
on MONDAY, September 25, 1911, at 4 o’clock
P. M.. ALL THAT LOT OF GROUND AND
IMPROVEMENTS, situate in Baltimore city
and described as follows;

Beginning for the same on the northwest
corner of the lot hereinafter mentioned on
the line of the east side of the Baltimore and
Yorktown turnpike, now known as the York
road, and running thence along the said
line south 40 feet, thence at right angles east
121 feet: thence north parallel with the said
turnpike road 40 feet to the north line of the
whole lot hereinafter mentioned, and thence
west along said north line 121 feet to the
place of beginning.

Improved by atwo-story FRAME DWELL-
ING, in fee.simple.

attention to his part in this most im-
portant movement, which has been
nation-wide in its extent and influ-
ence.
Thus is very briefly and imperfectly
told the story of Judge Sharp’s life.
To those of us whose fortune it was
to possess his friendship, his loss is a
sad and serious one. Bar and bench
in his death have lost a useful, effi-
cient, upright, fearless and honest
judge. The public have lost a faith-
ful, capable and upright servant.
Some of us followed his lonely and
faltering footsteps down the western
slope of life’s foot-hills, where lies
the valley of death. At the brink of
death’s cold and turbid waters we
bade him adieu and heard him eay,
“] am not afraia to die.”” Then he
pointed the prow of his frail craft
across the troubled stream and dis-
appeared from our view within the
overhanging mists.

We trust that ere now he has
anchored his scul in the haven of
rest; that his fondest hopes and
prayers have at last been realized in
meeting again his devoted and sainted
mother and his good father, and that
the links in love’s golden chain
so ruthlessly broken upon :time’s

confidence of the bar and public.
His career as a lawyer and a jurist is
too familiar to us to require at this
time more than passing mention.

Ouatside of the performance of his
judicial duties, Judge Sharp’s most
lasting and serious work was done in
the interest of legal education. A
man of high ideals, he sought to do
what he could to improve the condi-
tions and raise the standards in his
own profession. His view of lawyers
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cruel shores have been forever re-
united upon the glittering strands of
a blissful immortality, where God,
and mother and heaven are one.

CHIEF JUDGE HARLAN

The death of Judge Sharp oc-
casioned sincere sorrow to his asso-
ciates upon this Bench. During the
fourteen years through which be sat
in the courts of this city administer-

All expenses to be adiusted to day of sale.
Terms of Sale: One third cash, balance in
six and twelve months,or all cash, atthe pur-
chaser’s option; credit payments to bear
interest from day of sale, and to be secured
to the satisfaction of the trustee,

A deposit of $i50 will be required at time of

the sale.
EDWIN WEBSTER WELLS.
Trustee.
BRYANT & CO.,
au29,3185,7,12,15,19,21.25 Auctioneers.

Karl A. M. Scholtz, Solicitor, Law Building
TRUSTEE’S SALE

OF
VALUABLE STORE AND DWELLING
PROPERTY,
NO. 2431 ASHLAND AVENUE, CORNER
MILTON AVENUE.

By virtue of a decree of the Circuit Court
of Baltimore city, the undersigned, trus-
tee, will sell at public auction, on the
premises, on WEDNESDAY, the 2ith day of
September, 1911, at 4 o’clock P. M., ALL
THAT LOT OF GROUND AND THE IMROVE-
MENT THEREON, in Baltimore City. de-
scribed as follows:
Beginning for the same at the southwest
corner of Ashland and Milton avenues, and
running thence westerly binding on the
south side of Ashland avenue fourteen feet
to the centre of a partition wall there situ-
ated; thence southerly through the centre of
said partition wall seventy feet to the
north side of a ten-foot alley there situ-
ated; thence easterly binding on the
north side of said alley, with the use thereof
in common, fourteen feet to the west side
of Milton avenue, and thence northerly
binding on the west side of Milton avenue
seventy feet to the place of beginning, and
subject to the payment of an annual ground
rent of $45, and improved by a two-story
BRICK STORE AND DWELLING.

All expenses adjusted .to day ol sale.

Terms of Sale: One-third cash, balance in
six and twelve months, or all cash, as the
purchaser may elect; deferred payments to
bear interest from the day of sale, and to be
secured to the satisfaction of the trustee.

A deposit of $100 will be required of the
purchaser at the time of sale.

KARL A. M. SCHOLTZ,

and the law was a broadone. Realiz-

ing law and equiity, we had found him
a kind, courte~us, considerate col- |

Trustee.
SCHWAB BROS. & CO.,
85, 6,12,13, 14,20,26, 27 Auctioneers,



