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J oo o ~ RECOLLECTIONS OF GEORGE A.FREDEEICK'

ri_th.Mr. J. B. Noel Vyatt, Presidént, end The Beltimore Chapter A, I. A.

At your meeting at the Baltimore Club in December last, flattered by
the kind interest aroused by my recital of the recollections of the srchitectural
and building achievements of our city in bygome periods, I, in a moment df, I
frust, perdonzble enthusiesm and weskness consented to jot down in more per-
menent form the memories of & Past, of the 4rchitects of a former Baltimore &nd
of iheir principal works, and a "resumé" of the early days of the Basltimore - |
iﬁjChapter, A.I.A.; a task which I much wish to have been delegate& to mbfe‘able
:ijrhands than mine. But such &s 1t now is I cheerfully render, noplng'lt may ‘serve

-

"*tc srouse +he aniri+ rf scze cther to Pl ucf1c1enc1es, to a@E;TQm«nL; ﬂwv»ani
+ and ptébably correct it in many particulars.

‘ ) Even before my own gdvgnt in the chbics of é career, sgain as student
and araughtsnan apd later iﬁ;tﬁe long piactice of a profession so lovingly
"follovgd, until by»physicél ailmenis cdmpelled to relinguish the cherished
puréuiis of an active architect, I took a lively'interest in.the then existihg_
ibﬁildings of Baitimore, and much of the information contained herein, I gaﬁhered
frqm associztion with mechanics of that‘period. Naturally,,a graat deal of such

was hearsay or lpsendary'tradltlon of various kinds, circuleting from mouth to

4'_ mou?h- and for Lhe absolute verlty of vhlch I trust I will not be held too

‘f}strictly‘accountable. Although T believe the gevm of truth to be,thereln con—

' -talned all must be accepted with this fact in mind.

For much of the early informetion I was indebted to & very intelligent

";Q master house—painter, by the nsme of James McHenry, who for meny yesrs actively
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'engaged smongst the best of the people end mechsnics in the prosecution of his
trade, an zctive perticipant end interested spirit in the bﬁilding development
of the City from near 1800 to 1870, died at & very advanced age ebout this

latter period.

Ambngst the earliest Architects——if not the very first of decided

prominence-—of Baltimore and of whom any definite record exists, wes Benjamin

Latrobe, who came here from Englend in the letter part of the 18th Century and

was & personal friend of Fashington,~of.Jefferson and other leading men of the

then young Republic. Besides being engaged in the construction of’théAU. S.

Cepitol et Weshington he wes the Architeet of thq_gggggéég\gizgiézg}, the cormer-
stove of wuich was lé%g\igggiﬂ&§9§\fnd completed sume 10 yeers later; also of

the Eichange Hotel, contzining within its structure the Merchents! Bank, lester
_purchased by the U, S. Government; occupied as a Custom House &nd Post Office,
end the site of which, tho' much added to, is mow occupied by the new U, S.
Custam ﬂouse.i The Cathedrsl, I have been sssured, originally owned the entire

WWW—
block bounded by Cherles and Cathedrsl, Mulberry snd Franklin Streets, but sold
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tne northern bhelf; & much to be deplored circumstance, for, commanding s both

/wv/\w\%’_\'w

site and structure is, how much more moble would it not have eppeared had the

S AmWMM

latter advantaged of the larger area. \

The former Cethedral Church and rectory occupied the site of the old
"Calvert Hall", znd the ancient grave-yard connected therewith is now the site
of the 0ld "Young Men's Christian Associztion" buiiding, H.W. corner of Chzrles
end Seratoge Str:zets. The Second Archiepiscopzl home wes one of the fow of old
buildings, yet partly existing, on the west side of Cherles Street sbout midway
between Saratoge and Little Pleasent Strests.

Maximilien Godefroy, a Frenchmen, succeeded Latrobe in prominence;

his chief works were the Union Bank, occupying a large lot on the east side of ,v'

~ .
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Charies Street from Feyette Street to Benk Lane; the Commerciel end Fermers' Bank,
S8.W. corner of Howerd snd German Streets; the Uniterian Church, R.¥.corner of
Franklin snd Charles Streets; the old Masonic Temple on St. Paul Street at the
north corner of the once Court douse Lane; (2 part of the site of the imposing
nev Court “ouse), and theaEfffEfifE3ffffflffiffffgsff/§gffffl The Masonic Temple
corner-stone was-leid h&,its then Grand-ﬁaster.and zlso Governor of Maryland,
General Levin Winder, on Mey 16th, 1814, =nd the edifice complete in 1822. 1 have
yévery'reason to beligje ®Godefroy® to have also been the A}chitect of therold
, Court—ﬁouse building which once occupied the N.E. portion of the site of the
| present new Court House, &s z1so of the old Mechamics Bank, S.E. cormer of
Calvert snd Fayette Stréets.
tGodefroy evidently wes & strong believer—in the Associstion of Sculptﬁre'
with Architecture; he sbundently exemplified it in both the Union Bank and the
Commercial ani Farmers! Benk buildings, and in‘the tympenum of the Unitarian
Church. | |
I, not long since, was muéh pleased to find in ﬁhe Pezbody Institute
g&llery, a portrait by Rembrandt Pesle of this deservedly eppreciated man.
Speeking of “Godéfroy“ end his sculpturgl proclivities it is only a
natural digression to make séme reference to Capellano; in this connection his

e
greet and able aid. Of the coming of this gifted Italisn, who has left us a

4

number of striking memoriels of his art of his life among, his exit from us, I
know naught, of his work much yet remsins which should entitle him to the merked
attention and interested research of the Baltimore Chapter A.I.A. The sculpt&r
of the colossal figure of Washington crowns our great monument, of all the
figures of the Bettle Monument; (his name i; cut gt the foot of onme of the four

TN o~ T T e e ”‘\‘"’V\M“"‘\.—_——-——\

griffons, crowning the angles, at the base of the circuler sheft); the verious

"reliefs“ of the old Union Bank; {(now at least pertielly preserved arnd in the

iy
¥
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keeping of the Consolideted Ges and “lectric Light Co. of Baltimore); the spandrils,

- ete., of the Commerdisl and Farmers' Benk are surely entitled to ourremembrance &s

(

to our admiration.'

in addition to these and the heroic figure in the pediment of the
Unitarian Church, now fest being obliterated by the combined reveges of Time and
St;rms, this able artist bes alse left us some humbler specimens vhich show him as
not above entering into the little details and accessories of domestic homes and
their sdornments.

Af the N.W, corner of Lexington end Coﬁrtlandetreets end in the house
: on Lexington Street immediately edjoining, are:two feirly large houses with broad
steps leading to their entrances; these en%rancea eres highly embellished with vermi-
culeted and richly cerved frontls—pleces, of'the then much used and, slas! fer from
'enduring heguia Creek Sandstone. These houses, so I am informed were built in
©1812-14 by Gemersel Levin Wlnder, erstvhile Governor of Naryland. Roger B. Taney,
later Chief Justice of the U. S. Supreme bourt, was fcr guite & time the '
'occupant_g; the W, house and some of the devxces incorporsted with the ornamentaiion
pf the entrancewey might well be desmed to heve hed reference to his legsl and
judiciary profession and positiom. Untiivbetter informed 1 thought such related
to him snd his home. ‘he other, the corner house, was occupied by Thomas Kell,
end leter by Thos. Kell Bredford, &s once also by Augustus W. Bradford, & former
“Yovernor of this State, but I found that these symbolic emblems were intended and
gpplied as Masonic tokens, as expressions of Gereral Winderis Mgsonic proclivities,
end a5 of the home of the exalted Grend Mester of the Masonic Grand Lodge.

In the three houses beginning with thet of the K. W. corner of Lexington
and St. Paul Streets at.the springing line of the store erches of the msin entrances,
the which, by reason of the lowering of tne gresde of Lexington Street, are now at

"~ or on a plane mngb higher than originally, there are sculptured consoles, corbels

'-'1 L3 < > - B
or Cep or 1mMpost pleces, whichever temm you please--representing & series of re-
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markebly pretty mythological heeds, &11 of the seme origin. That of the cormer
house shows heeds of Mercury, the center house an o0ld head crowned with 2 chaplet
of osk lezves; the third house presénts the fair fece of = woman. I yet recall
same similar heads decoratihg the key-blocks of some entrance doors of two or three
houses where now is situated the esteblishment of Mpr. Valient, R.W.cormer of Clay
(at thet period Barnet/ and Charles Streets. Shall these yet remaining and in-
teresting relics be sooner .or later carted to the rubbish dump or will 'the B.C.
4. I,A. keep a weather-eye &live for Cepelleno's heritage?

After Latrobe and Godefroy came fobert Cery Long, & msn vhose early
end sed death, towzrd the end of the 40's left a mournful void in the City's
Architectural damain. (He is said to have been stricken with cholera while
journeying to New York City &nd wasAhastily removed from the train at some
point near New Brunewick, N. J., and there died in anrouthouse.) dis chief
works were the old "Record Office" & granite e£terior of sevére and simple style
and of,good'proportions. It constituted one of the——ét ileast pertielly-first
fireproof buildings in‘this country. Its front was on St. Peul Streét nidwey
‘between Lexlngton Street and Court House Lane, on the site of the present Court
‘ﬂouse structure, the Uarroll Hgll, on the 8.E. corner of Bsltimore and Calvert

v‘h

Streets; the old “hrist Church edifice, 8.¥. corner of Gey =nd Feyette Streets;

-

the Athenseum building, N.W. corner of St. Paul and Saratoga Streets, the property
and home of the Maryland Historicsl Society, by whose courtesy it was tendered
end its Society room used for the first and only Convention of the A.I.A. heid in
this City end now nigh umto 40 years ago, but even yet, by the now, alas! few
surviving participants rectlled &s memorable; &s one of the best, if not the very
best and jolliest conventions the Institute ever had, eithér before or since. The
Second Prcsbyter¢ar Church, N.¥W, corner of Frarklin and Cethedral ctreets, (the

1parsonage ‘on the rear, at the corner of Hamilton Strent,was built much later, end is
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by Snowden Andrews), Calvert Hell, N.E, corner of Serstoga &nd Little Sharp Streets,

 (now much changed); also St. £lphonsus and Mt. Celvery Churches, the former N,E.
e I I I I e

corner of Saratoga and Park 4ve., the latter at the N, cormer of Madison Avenue and

. g\m‘w\wmu
Eutaw Street.

St. Alphonsus Church was left with'a finished tower but lacking a spire;
this latter was added ebout 1854 by Louis J. Long, whnsé‘only connection with theu
foregoing consists in the éimilarity of name. It is.unfortunete that the spire end
its various details aré at total variance with the original design, and out of &1l

;proportion and reletion to the Church.

| The Public Custom's Store, elso & fireproof building, formerly occupying
& consideéreble afea at the S.W. corner of Second and Cay Streets, wzs also
attribuﬁed'bo R. C. Long: I am also anh incliﬁed to believe, as has been

. “thet v :
asserted, thet beautiful little Greek Boric copy, the McKim Free School, N.W. cornmer

of Beltimore and Aisquith Streets, was also his work.
Baltimore iﬂ‘those early days had, in all branches, meny mechanics whose

“work where surv1v1ng, shows yet today their superlorlty, as fer as general archi-
w\"\_,vf\/x/\/\/\/\ WWM,—\JM\,’-\_ i
tectural knowledge and mechanicel skill is concerned, to the mejority of the present
f‘ﬂ‘,—\w—w /ﬂ\umwf\—/‘w—\/\/\‘_ww
S —\.‘—f-\__,-—-—-...___,

class which hes succeeded them. They comprised Masons, Stonecutters, Brickleyers,
R P S e i W N e et
Ca;penters, 01n°rs, leths and Plesterers, the whose numerous and oft admirable
e : e TN NAWMW

examplks left to us stir us to mervel at their sbility end ertistic skill &s well =as

T

et their mechaniczl sccomplishments.

The old mansions of the Hoffman's, (of which the old "Maryland Club" building
N.E. corner of Frank}in and Cathedral Streets was an illustrious example, were always
distinguished by messive cast or wrbught iron csndelebras which sdorned their protals,
some of which may yet be seen zt the "Baltimore Club" and at the house. of Mr.
Theodore Marburg), those of the "0liver's"; the "Howerd's"; Pstterson's"; ¥Devriest;"

"Bonapzrte"; Birckhead®; "Pearce"z "Swamn"; General Smith ani yet numerous others, geve

eBundent testimony ef such eddress and skill.
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Not leesst smong these was the house of Mr. kKlexsnder Lormsn, situated
on the S.E. corner of Lexington end Charles Streets, where now stands the "Central
Sevings Bank" buiiding, and of which the father of Robt. Carey Long is szid to have
been the builder. 4s it may be accepted as a fair specimen of meny others of thet
period, and &s probebly 1 was more familiar with dts exterior and interior dis- |
~ positions and construction then of most of the others, I will effort to mare fully

set it forth &s an illustration.

The "Cvntral Savings Bank", of which it formed almost the first home,

. purchased 1'tAi‘or maﬁy years ere plac:mg it by the Pra=sent structure. As I had
charge of meking such chenges &s the building needed for the Bank's occupency, it
gave me the opportunity to become in & full measure intimste with 211 that existed.

I will further note that it was during the ®Bank'a8" occupetion an& neerly
co-eval with such, that 'fhe Baltimore Chapter A.I.A. secured its first apertment
and for & considersble number of years held -theiz: ‘monthly meefcings on the -third
floor and in the S.W. angle of this house. Preﬁous to the securing of this room
and the meetings ofthe Chepter r-yby 'the'cou:.rtesy of Hutton and Murdoch, had been
held in their rooms in & builci:{ng on Lexington Street a few doors east, where ndw
are ‘established the aﬁction halls of Pattison & Gehan. |

The Lorman house ;vvas a squere building of aboﬁt 40 feet front on Lexington
and a depth of _about 55 feet on Charles Street; it was three stories in Beight, its
first floor, vith its mein entrance on the east wag very nearly on the street level
et this point. The well proport-ioned exterior was faced with & fairly smooth send
brick, starting on a low Port Deposit granite base, cut by 2 feirly broad and top
moulded marble string course at the second floor level;the variocus windows m;ere
squere headed end between the windows of ihe second and third floors there were
slightly recessed plain stone panels; the building was crowned by a simple frieze

and & Greek moulded cornice of wood, without modillions, dentils or other orma-

" ment. The first story wes low in height, somewhat on the English basement order,
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and wes occupied by the business office of Mr. Lormsn, entered on the Charks Street

side neer the I, cormer by & simple small and unpretentious doorv&y. The -balence

of this floor was occupied by the ordimary dining or breskfast room, kitchen and

sccessories. The second and third stories were of good height, the second

especially was even fairly lofty. The main entrance had a msrble frontis—piecg

with attqﬁaed gemi-circular columns and eppropriaste entableture, a1l of good form

and Greek "motifs",.

‘ | Ihe mein entrance opened into & spacious hail from which a broad central

:stairway led in one straight and umbroken flight to the second floor. Here again

| was & laerge hall, trested in & severe and dignified style, finishing with & very

fine stucco cornice and a groined &nd vaulted ceiling of low eliiptic arches with

& depressed dome &s & cemtrel feeture. The stair to the third floor wes in a

separate hall, central end to the'South of the main hell; it was a continuatiun-of

the rear or service stair, of good width, easy &and commodious. The second floor

embraced z reception room, salon and the principal or.state dining room. On the

~ sefond floor were five chambers 21l opening from the new open hall &t the heed of

? ﬁhe stgifvay 1:.ast described. ' The trim of theiinterior openings was in the usual

minute and delicate mouldings of that period, painfed white; the doors were of solid

mehogany, polished.’ ' ~
Cherles Street as you well know hes a considerable fall from Lexington to

Feyette Street. The Lormsn lot extending sourlxtb_tbe Charles Street M. E. Church

at the N.E, corner of Fayette Street, the precursor of the mresent Mt., Vernén M. E.

Church end the site of which is now occupied by the Union Trust Compeny's Building.

£ high and.parapetted well of brick formed on &ll sides, beyond the dwelling, the

enclosure of the yard, which at the S. end of the Charls Street Bide was pierced by a

broad and elliptically arched gastewasy , closed with heavy batten doors to the height

~ of the spring line of arch. This archwey, by & lene kept at the street level, led to
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& medium sized éarriage house end steble, occupying the extreme S.E. angle of the lot.
The parpet referred to &s crowning the wall was formed of solid wood panelling be-
tween plein pilesters, the whole about three feet high and set upon =& merble wall
coping. The yard wes near on & level with the first floor and this level was mein-
tzined unto the lane lesding from Charles Street to the steble elready mentioned.

L low stone base, roughly axed, formed both the base of the house:and of
the street well. -qust beyond the rear line of the house there was, on Charles
Strest, en entrence or doorwey in this stone base, about five feet'wide and of seme
height; this doorway;géve access to the subterraneah vaults yet to be described.
£1tho' from eerliest recoliections familier with this locality, end latér, for years,
occupying offices directly opposite, 1 never saw any door of this hoﬁse opening ex-
cept that of the office door, and even this only on rare occasions. Mr. Lorman
hed long since cezsed—if eve*?e had-- to occupy hlmself with commerce and 11ved

~near unto if not éntirely as a recluse. The house, 1 doubt not, hed been built by
his father.

| The yard was leid off into quite & pretty garden, with 2 fairly broad
xgggégﬁgsagg)g:ggl%ﬁgk;;gée &t the N., end nzrrow valks next to the enclosing walls;

- &and, as usﬁal in the old style, bordered with box. A balcony opened from the
dining room wear central window of the second floor and fram it, leading to the
garden, descended an open and curved double fiight of steps the treads of which
were of wood &nd the balance including the balcony wes of wrought iron; the reail
end balusters of stair being of simple form.

{he space gezined in the yard between the level of Lexington Strzet and
by the fell of Cherles Street was utilized in meking extensive cylindric or
elliptically groined vault :g;§;§:§§aine entire area of the yard and had evidently
served for the storage of merchandise for which the doorway bn Chzrles Streat

geve ready access.
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When, &8 Architect for the "Savings Bank", I went to the Lorman house
to meke the changes necessery to fit it for the "Bank's" use, and later in the
erection of the "Bible douse" on & portion of this lot, I had occesion not only
to see such vaults again but experience considerable difficulty in their strenuous
demolition; I found thém quite dry, cleen end unencumbered; the only &articles dis-
coﬁered were & considerablé number (somewhere twixt 15 aﬁd 20) of huge, sguare
formed and sweiling ﬁpward, of dark green glass, and uncased carboys; they were
ebout 30 inches high with & bese of sbout 9 inches, end below the circularly
diminishing neck aé top, from 12 to 13 inches & side. They were ihe lergest,
 heaviest &nd most singular glass bottles I had ever seen. I efforted to get
some information on the subject but without succéss,“the nearest thet I‘got was
from Mr. W. Roberts, who for many yesrs hed been ¥r. Lorman's clese companion’
‘and clerk; he said, he had been told, they gonce conteined Hollend gin. 1 only
' “know I found no gin; yea, even its aroma had long since vaﬁished. Be it as it
mey, &5 the Schiedam Schnapps bottlés; which I had often seen were diminished but
.: éxact counterparts of these giants;'I reasonebly conclude tﬁese receptébles once
harbored the seductive®spirit® ascribed to them. .

The updulatingktopography of our citi, with its succession of hills
and velleys wes oft aveiled of for the favoreble consfruction‘of such use-
ful veults; the writer met with similar comstructions in the house and lot later
occupied by the originel "Hotel Reﬁnert" previously the home of the Maryland Club,
end yet ezrliier, if I’rightly recall, the birth and living place of the present
worthy president of the Baltimore Chapter A.I.A., vho cen well eke out 811 I
may have left unssid.

Thzt such opportune constructions were oft, by the femous old shipping
merchents of Baltimore, aveiled of—"in ye antient times"-~there is no doubt.

They formed admireble fireproof receptecles, hidden both fom public gaze &nd

generel knowledge, and thet under the direct eye and- constant supervision of-
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the Owner or his agent. Thus such vaults combined both security and safety
sgainst elmost &1l svoideble mischence. The foregoing description ma& be
teken as typical of all such.
The old Court ®ouse building for meny years stood on a terrace held
#P bY,massife walls and extending from Cowrtlend to CalvertAStreets. The fali
~ of Lexington Street between the said streets;;af.feot gave e height of fully
lS}feet to this terrace, the which, enclosed by & heevy iron raziling, was onﬁ
its entire E. front aveiled of by ell politicel perties and pubiic deﬁonstration
for the erection of stends from vhich the orators of the dey shouted forth their
eloquence, or otherwise, appealing harangues to the multitudes gathered to
heerken in the vast‘Monument Square below. Prohebly ene of the laeﬁ addresses
edeliverea from this spot was that of Governor Holliday Hicks On.the evening of
the memorable 19th day of April, 1861, in which he tried to pacify the excited
;ﬁnititﬁde by promising that no more Federsl troops should be permitted to
- pass over Maryland terrltory to oppress the people of the Douth
- All space beneath this terrace and the Court House was occupled by
vast vaulted receptacles of stone masonry, and for many yeears these spaces were
| rented by the clty for storasge purposes; it was thus occupled by & flnm of
‘“.?Boydsﬁ, dealers in ales and malt, whose,offlce was on S. Gay Street adjoining
the "Oliver" mansion, which not much letef wee, et the oréanization of the First
Nationel Bank, occupied &s its first home. About 1863 the writer was employed by
the then City Commissioner, Mr. John Gorsuch, tc demolish & portion of these |
vaults, and to convert the available ones to give much needed accommodation to
the Court building. 1In accomplishing this he wes compelled to line up the old
stone walls, which formed the substructure or foundestions of the Court House
with & brick facing far projecting the superstructure, capping them with a huge

granite coping to form a string course at the base of the old structure.  Until

the demolition of the Court House for the building of the present structure, the



Reccllect ions of. George A. Fredericks Pege a2

vaulted rooms thus gained were used for the various needs and offices of the Clerk
of the Court of Common Pleas end the accommodation of the Sheriff of the City and
his numerous deputies.

Tpe 014 Dutch Reformed, usually des:..gnated &s Dr. Leyburn's Church, which
etood back some distance from the building l:Lne on W, Fayette Street nearly

opposite to McClellans Alley, now Hanover Street, -also enclosed by a high iron reil,

“.  had its foundetions vaulted énd eveilable for .storaige_ pu.'rpéses. For meny years such

ﬁas rented to & very respectable old‘ English merchant, 0ldfield by nsme, who con-
. ducted &n extensive wlne and brandy esteblishment ';)n the S. side of Feyette Stre=i
a little further E. of McClellzns Alley. In the late 50's some inspired wag
clafidistinely affixed to the iron ‘rail, enclosing the front ares of the churech, &
‘ large plecard with the following verse;

A spirit asbove, a Splrit below,
4 spirit of VWeal, a spirit of woe;

The spirit above is the SplI‘itk Divines;
The spirit below is the spirits of w:.ne.

I‘t, 48 needless to add that the Church trustees, of whom John W. Garrett,

e then President of the great 8. & 0. R. system, was one of the chief, quickly

revoked Mr. Oldfleld's occupa.ncy, much to the latter's chagrm, grle.t’ and disgust.

- 4s before remarked; Baltimore in those da,ys was effluent in able mechsnics
of all trédes,' of masons and granite cut‘ters‘J ohn Oliver and Robert Fleming were
f.he chief; they werer partners, but Fleming died‘ about 1859 or 60. Oliver's last
work of magnitude was the concreti.ng and the foundation walls of the City-Hall.

The Bmory's and Geult's also had extensive granite shops.

Of marble end free stone cutters there were quite a number; the then
yerds of Beven and Baughmen (Beven wes the grandfather of the present one yet en-
gaged in the same business) were located on the W. side of N. Howard Street nearly
midwey between Monument and Madison Streets. It was here that ThomesRheinhart,

: [a;k,‘-;—'i-,{gi;ge;-h-téﬂ ; the Sculptor, came as an apprentice ; here it was he made thet little—.
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for him—"%chef d'ouvre" (nmow preserved among his lster modeis and achivements of the
collection in the gallery of the Pesbody Institute) representing & man sawing &
block of stone, the which, seen by & philani;hroﬁic citizen, led to his being sent
to Home =2nd to his subseguent transformation into & sculptor of note and eminence.

" ¥Wm. Gaddess wés_ then established on Germz;n Street extending from Sharp
to Liberty Streets (the identical ‘spot where in 1904 the great fire sterted) . Tl_:ev ’
figures of the four sessons, at presenf occupying various positions. in the Eﬁi_'.av |
vPlace square, for many a dey sew snd with boyish awe gazed upon while occupying
positions on the front of his shops.. At this 'Iﬁeri'od & Mr. Symington had & large
stone sawing-mill and yerds on the E. side of Cathearal Street near the then Bolton
Depot. It was he who first introduced Cheat River stome in our midst, his own
home, K.E. corner of Read and Cathedral Streets rfeirvxg the first to exhibit it in use.

Alexander Paylor had large stone works on S. Charles end Camden Streets

and John F. Conelly,who for many years operated the "Beaver Dam" querries, which
under his management produced the numercus monoliths for the columns of the N. &;s.

~porticoes of the National Capitol front, (a_nd under the manasgement of his fether— E

B ?v.*v-;‘yf__‘in‘-law, Mr. Baker, "had in times past. furnished not ;Jnly the stone for the Wa.shington'

and Battie Monuments, but for all the native marble used through the ecity) had large

’ stone-saw:.ng milis and yard on Constltutlon, N. of Momment. Street, Then followed

" Baird end Sisson's works, occupying ever mcreasing ereas at the S.E. corner of

North and Monument Streets. Laser this firm became Hugh Sisson & Sons. ;_
— e ——— e
The writer yet recalls large temporary stonecutters shekds on the W.

side of North, between Centre and Momument Streets, whepe now stznds one of the
largest Qf the N.C.R. freight depots, where =1l the hesvy interior msrble work for
the State Capitol of Scuth Czrolina, et Columbia, was prepsred and where he oft
with eager sttention, watched the skillful carvers at their artistic labors on

o Corinthian ceps and column shafts.
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Alexender Packie's stoneyard st that time occupied the promient site
which now is covered by the Peabody Institute, with the houses on E. Mt. Vernon
Place readily numersble on the fingers of one's hapds. Peckie had & lease on this
ground heving yet some umexpired time to run, he only surrendered to the Peabody
trustees, vho were anxious to start their structure, when promised to be given the
marble work connected with the building. Se did the work.
The prominent cerpenters and joiners of the just preceding and following
days, in eddition to Mr. Long, already mentioned, were John Dushane, George
Milliman, Jacob Well, {the former of the last two the buildigé of the old Court
: House, the latter of the Masonic Temple), Jacob Smell, once Mayor of the City,

Daniel Dele, Solomon Allen, Henry Curley, Job Evans and Jacob Teisley. Leter czame

the Reynolds.Bros., builders of the "Sun Iron Building", claimed as the first ex~

teriorly iron fronted building in the country. Wm. Robinson, Thomes Evens (son

of Job ﬁvans), Micheel Cornell, Devid J. Cerson, John J. Purcell, Joﬁn.Haswell, Mark-

1end Bros., (Wm. znd Charles), Smmuel and J. F. Adems, Thos. Mershall, (eariier
‘Hopkihs and Mershell), and Henry Smiﬁh, leter Henry Smith & Sous, the sons &re yet
in the business. o ' e

-One of the oddities of these later days, but st cheir_st,art, B

v-‘gceedingly tall and lanky builder by the neme of Jecob Ehrmenn, who, slowly stalking
.~ salong the streets, through in.no wise cripplea, WES never seen without either e
long steff or at lesst a full four foot lath in his hand with which he punctusted
esch and every step. While I was yet a student he oft came to Mr. Leird's (of L. & M)
my’maéter's office, carefully depositing his staff or lath outside of the office
ertrence. In a spirit of mischief, curious to know whet he would do if bereft of
his staff, I, on severel occesdions, stole out and hid it; Jecob would rummage czround
until he recovered it end then stolidly trot off, each downwezrd step-resounding with

its tép. I verily believe he could not have left the premises without it.

Meny of the first period builders emmerated were not only capable mechanics
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but some of them were the designers ss well &8 constructors of some of the old
mensions referred to; and familisr with their achievements of some of their oft

marvellous interior productions, one can well feel the praise bestowed &s
encomiums fully merited.

In mentioning "Small"™ among the early builders 1 em reminded of an
enecdote worth—-I think— of repeating.

He is said to bhave been both designer
and builder of the both cld and gueint edifice

belonging to the "United Brethren
in Christ" or "Otterbein" Church, =t the K. E. corner of Sherp end Conwey Streets.
The structure end its grounds ere enclosed by & not very high brick well, yet

. 11, ye
I gquestion much whether any mem.er of the 4£.I.A. hazs ever observed it; for, from
its owh side, unless the gate haps %c be open, scerce any of it can be seen, while

from the W. or opposite side only the upper pert of the walls, the roof, the

upper paert of the stumted tower and its crowm.nD belfry azre visible. It is seid
thet when Smell svddenly stopped the tower, the base of which gave promise of
a considersebly more &spiring finish and fzr from so Bquat &zn ending, and placed

‘ to hlm.of the incongruous proportions.

s s
the smell belfry on the same, same of .the church members in charge complained

e SRR

"Vell" szid Sméll, "what's wrong?®
"Oh' Mr. Small, the cupol& which tops the tower is out of proportion to tne bese,

[uS———

be51des “the tower is entirely too low."®

e /WMW\MWM
. Small ou1221cally eyed the dis-
. : b4

e S

gruntled body for & moment, and then, with &-look &% his productlop, drily
resoonded:

e
"You think it's too low, do you? 2§

e e

Weit, wait, maybe when you see
.G
the blll, maybe, you will flnd 1t high enough’" and like in many 0uher cases
\-—-\.4~ >>>>> e e T T e e e
it so proved. ‘

As an exzmple of locel carpentry and frazming few samples could surpass
the--zg it wes ever celled--"Pelvedere" bridge, which once spanned Jones' Fells,
o

on 2 roed running just in the resr and N, E. of "Belvedere", (Genersl John Eager

doward's Country home) from near what is row the N. E. corner of North and

Eeger Streets, znd ending elmost directly op:osite to the main entfance of
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Greenmount Cemetery; it‘was an enclosed end roofed bridge, with 2 clear span

of somevhere between 90 end 110 feet, stretching not only over the Falls, but in
uddition over & broed race which from sn inteke cn the S. just beyond led the
water‘to the City's Pump houses some little distence on the S.E,»and cn this,

or W. side of the‘bridge. (The City Pumps were opérgted by wétérpower; gigantic
water wheels, fed from this race, furnishing the moti%e.powéf). The bridge

was composed of twoqarc~trusées of white ogk, supporting the center roadwey, the
foot walks and superstructure on esch side end beyond. For yeers end yeers it
bore the hesviest of traffic from £ll sections W. &nd S. of it destined to

fsach the York ﬁoad, now Greenmount Avenue.

Baltimore‘pressed brick once enjoyed & reputetion far beyond the
limits of the\cit§7aﬁd State, and meny = 1060 vent miles awey to justify their
‘Just claims of superiority. Its bricklayers too were faﬁous, who, to ley such,
oft went aS'far gway as the exported brick. These front hands of speciel ex-

-éeiience-—knowh &s the‘“Klunk; Getﬁier5"?in0h and Sterling" combine, 2lweys

worklng es & unlt, in & sort-of free and ‘easy partnershlp, have €11 been

'gathered 1n by an ¢11 devouring Past.

The old 1ron—founders as also the smiths must bave ‘been men of no

ordinery sklll. When one contemplates the mulllons end tracerles of the secon&
wg;;;;;;;;;;;:5£ufch, (Frenklin &nd Céthedral Streets), and those of the

numercus long ﬁindows of 54, Alphonsus Church, (Sargtoga end Park'Streets), both
hobert Cerey Long's work, &nd reslize such ere of cast iron, one cen well
epprecizte the founder's skill in the furnishing of caétings so slender, end
withal so true. I refret thet I am unsble to nzme their meker. As both
churches were built in the early 408 erd by the same Lrchitect, T can =Ry
safely conciude'the work ceme from the same source.

: o £t neer this same period were started the works of dayward Bcrtlett

W’\ W"-"\)“\—" " /-~__«"“"\.
end RObblnS; later Bartlett, Heyward and Bsrtlett, znd lster yet Heywerd zng

e






