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o STATE HOUSE IMPROVEMENTS.

- The repairs upon the State House were commenced on
the 15th of April, 1877.

The. great uncertainty as to the amount of work to be
done, which always attends the reconstruction of old build-
ings, compelled the Board of Public Works to employ by
the day the necessary mechanics. This was done at a
stipulated and reasonable price for each man, and a very
démpetent person was selected to supervise the details and
to see that no time was lost.

. The building was soon found to be in a far worse con-
dition than any one had ever imagined, and I am sorry to
-éa.y that the cost of restoring it has greatly exceeded the
ﬁPpropnat.mn and the estimates of the architect. As the
work progressed, and the defects were revealed, the truly
dangerous and ruined state of the whole structure from its
foundation to the dome was disclosed.

- The Board of Public Works were then compelled to de-
cide whether they would confine themselves to the amount
of money appropriated by the Act of 1876, which was
entirely insufficient, or whether they would properly repair
the building and make it efficient for the uses of the State.

The latter alternative was adopted, and its thorough
restoration was regarded as an absolute necessity. That
the work has been faithfully performed no one who has
watched its course can doubt, and while we may regret
that years of neglect and original defects in building have
-caused so great an outlay at the present time, we have the
satisfaction of knowing that the State of Maryland is to-
day in possession of a capitol, which combines with the
merits of age, the comfo_lts and security of modern con-
struction. I append a full and detailed report of the ar-
chitect, George A. Frederick, sq., in which he states with
great accuracy the amount and nature of the work which
has been done, the cost of the various items and the esti-
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~mat® for the completion of the hall and dome. The sum-
mary ig as follovss : '

Amount of appropriation expended... % 82,000
Balance due for Work doNe weeeuuviereerasii e 37 690
Cost of furniture as per detailed statement of Architect 37 250
Estimate to complete the hall, portico and dome..... ... 25,000

Total amoUN s wirissistiori s $181,940 -

Of this sum $32,000 has been paid, $74,940 is due for
work done and furniture bought, and $25,000 remains to
be appropriated for the completion of the hall, dome, en-

~trance and portico.
THE GREAT SEAL.

Resolution No. 5, of the Session of 1876, authorized and
empowered the Governor “to have the Great Seal of the
State so altered that it shall bear the arms of Maryland as
represented upon the Seal furnished the Province in six-
teen hundred and forty-eight, by Cecelius, Lord Baron of
Baltimore.” In compliance with this resolution I ordered
a sketch to be made, and the new Seal to be engraved.
When completed, it shall be presented for your inspection.
The State of Maryland is the only State in the Union
which bears the family arms of its illustrious founder, and
as the motto was changed many years ago, and sthe crest
does not at present conform to the original, the intention
of the resolution was evidently to restore the harmony and
beauty of the armorial bearings throughout, and to renew
the ancient seal, which forms a part of the record of our

early history.
CENTENNIAL.

The appropriation made by the Legislature of 1876,
which secured to the State of Marylard a fitting represen-
tation at the Centennial Exhibition, was expended with
great judgment by the Oommlssmners of this State, and no
effort was spared by them to do full justice to the senti-
ment which prompted it. A full report of their action is
herewith transmitted together with the diplomas which



STATE HOUSE IMPROVEMENTS.

Lerrer FrROM GEo. A. FREDERICK,

To his Excellency, John Lee Carroll,
Governor of Maryland :

Drar Sie:—In response to your request, I herewith desire to
make a brief report of the work done during the past eight months in
connection with the repairs of the State House, Annapolis.

The limited survey which I was able to make during the winter
of 1876, and which made it so apparent to the Honorable Assembly of
the State of Maryland, that something had to he done to prevent
the noble structure of an age so memorable in the annals of our
country, and so directly connected with it, from going to utter ruin,
was totally inadequate to give the faintest idea of the vast ravages
of time, and years of neglect. As floor after flcor was uncovered,
disclosing a nct work of rotted, and in some cases miserably patehed
timbers and joists, veritable wan-traps, as apparently solid supports,
were opened and found to be hacked and broken walls, supporting in
this precarious way, hundreds of tons of incumbent weight, en-
dangering human life, amid secming security, it is indeed a matter
of congratulation that its condition should have been discovered,
and a frightful catastrophe, such as befell one of our sister cities a
few years since, averted.



GoVERNOR'S MESSAGE. 77

Work had scarcely been begun, ere it was evident that the funds
appl‘Opl‘iated were entirely insufficient to do what had been contem-
lated, and was found indispensably necessary, besides the work
undertaken had to be finished, ere the close of the year, so as not
to interfere with the meeting of the Legislature at the appointed
time. Acting upon both requirements, I thought it best to turn my
entire attention to the portions of the building necessary for occu-
pancy, and to leave the dome and hall, except such temporary and
essential repairs as were needed, and could not be dispensed with,
until after the adjournment of the Assembly.

The thorough heating of the building and its necessary adjunct,
effective ventilation, formed part of the contemplated plan. This had
ever been one of the most important deficiences, and had contributed
much to the positive discomfort, and even endangered the health of
all compelled to spend any time within it. I felt satisfied that no
plan could be successful while the heating apparatus was kept where
located, and no cellar nor suitable ventilating stacks existed. From
examinations made at such limited points as were accessible, I had
hoped the foundation walls were carried to a sufficient depth to ena-
ble me to secure a suitable cellar, simply at the cost of excavating
and removing the earth. In this I was disappointed, and had, in
consequence, and at a great expense, to underpin the entire structure,
in depth varying from four to eight feet, and under walls from thirty
inches to fifty-four inches in thickness. I was recompensed in securing
an admirable cellar, weil lighted and adapted to the purposes required.

I have built four ventilating stacks five fect square, and communica-
ting directly with every apartment in the house by valve-registers.—
In addition to this, I have made distinct ventilators in connection with
all centre pieces over the gaslights where practicable, especially in the
§enate and House of Delegates, thus ensuring a rapid removal of all
impure or deleterious air, while registers of abundant capacity, bring
in fresh, pure and warm air to take its place. Formerly the air on the
first floor was introduced in the floors, thus forming receptacles for
filth and impalpabie dust, which dispersed throughout the room by the
current of heated air ascending, was breathed by the occupants. Now
the registers are placed in the walls, thus avoiding all the danger from
this source,

The heating is done by hot water, carried through eoils of iron pipe,
and supplied by two large boilers, which, in mild weather, can be used
Separately, and in inclement, jointly, thus economizing fuel, or in case
of nee@ed repair, avoiding the danger of being without heat.

L will give a brief summary of the work that has been done, in ad-
dition to that mentioned.
o he entire roof has been removed, the sheathing and decayed timbers
tl.moved and replaced, the whole felted with heavy asphalt felt and
8 a%ed with peach bottom slate.
el‘Osilet_enme cornice has been replaced, new gutters lined with best
Cottla dm constructed in the same, with new down spouts to, and Terra
N vains through the grounds.
Sti;ute(ghe 1'315)01'3 and ceilings have been taken out and new ones sub-
+ The ceilings of the 3enate Chamber and House of Delegates,
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and the floors of the Executive Chamber and Court of Appeals, which
formerly were hung to the roof, which was scarce capable of support-
ing its own weight, much less more thrust upon it, have been made
self-supporting by most substantial wrought iron plate girders, 18
inches wide and 24 inches deep, with double webs, and nearly two feet
of additional height gained in both the Senate and House. The floor
of the main hall also is constructed upon rolled iron braces, with arches
of brick and concrete spanning the same. All the doors and their frames,
all the window frames, their sash and inside shutters,as also their boxing,
jams, architecture and casings have been renewed, the window re-
cesses cut down to the floor and completed with panel backs and el-
bows, thus giving a great deal of additional floor-room, and on the second
floor an admirable opportunity for the placing of the radiators, which
before formed most unsightly “benches at the expense of room in the
various departments.

New floors have been laid throughout, with the best North Carolina
yellow pine, on thorough counter ceiling. New baseboards and wain-
scotting has taken the place of old. All the gas-fitting and plumbing
is of new and good material, and gives much additional conveneicnce
and effective service.

All the plastering has been renewed, that of the Senate restored
from drawings, measurements and models made from the original casts.
I much regretted, in this room, being compelled to remove the gallery,
which, for want of time, could not be replaced. It wasin aruinousand
dangerous condition, and I would respectively advise, if determined to
reconstruct the same, it be done of a material not as perishable as plas-
ter. Careful measurements were taken and accurate drawings pre-
pared of every part, so that nothing will prevent its exact reprodue-
tion if such should be decided upon. At the same time, I cannot help
bus feel, that while its absence may divest the room of some of its his-
torical romance, its loss as far as the proportions and comfort of the
apartment is concerned, is a decided gain. All the walls have been
painted in oil and the ceilings decorated in an appropriate manner in
fresco.

The entire cellar floor has been paved with brick, on edge-laid in ce-
ment, the old stone walls repaired and repainted, new windows and
entrance ways constructed with granite steps, sills and lintels, also new
granite steps and frontispieces to the doorways of rear corridors on the
first floor. Under the library, the dark lobby has been removed, the
hall made bright and cheerful, the dressing-rooms remodeled, a new

ostoffice constructed, and the committee rooms done up and repapered.

All the wood-work throughout has been painted, grained and var-
nished in imitation of walnut and ash, and all glass has been renewed
with best double-thick glass of Maryland manufacture. All the paint-
ing on the exterior has also been done in the most thorough manner.

The walk, or approach on the front, has also been straightened, add-
ing most decidedly to the appearance of the house and o the noble
statue of that most noble man, Chief Justice Taney.

In the Senate lobby a new postoffice, as also wardrobe accommoda-
tions, have been made in ash and ebony, polished, to agree with the
furnishing of the apartments.
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Your Excellency aud honorable associates, the Comptroller and Treas-
urer, entrusted the ‘furnishin,_g of the various dppartments, subject to
your approval and direction, in my hands. This trust, like the pre-
ceding one, L have endeavored to the best of my ability to fulfill, through-
out the work, and to the whole of it I have given my personal atten-
tion, and have striven to my utmost to have it done economically and
well, but not at the expeuse of substantiality. This was my prime ob-
jeet. I have tried to avoid all extravagance, but I wanted all good
and to last. This I believe to be the truest economy.

The farniture of the various apartments has all been done by con-
tract, and by good 2nd responsible parties, having the confidence of
the people and a weil-earned reputation, The names of Harrington &
Mills, Renwick & Sons, Jenkins & Son, and John Knipp & Bro., are
a sufficient guarantee,

The furniture is made of ash and walnut, upholstered in leather.—
The draperies and curtains are of raw silk, the object in both, although
more expensive than woolen reps, was the avoidance of destruction by
moth., The carpets, throughout, are of the best Body Brussels, six
frame, especially selected for their wearing qualities,

The amount of money requisite to complete the entrance hall, en-
trance, portico and the thorough repair of the dome is $25,000.—
This contemplates the necessary renewal of the columns of the hall or
seagliola.  The tiling of the floor is marble, and a thorough repair and
renewal of the plastering, as also the necessary work to the framing
and outer-covering of the dome and its painting.

I append herewith a statement of the outstanding accounts and
balances due, for the payment of which, provision must be made. I
have kept those of the building account separate from those of the
furnishing, and have also in the latter item given approximate sums
expended in each department.

. Building account, balances and amounts duc as near as can be es-
timated and vequired.:

Brick ooveiieiiiiiinieieeees e etaerrre e, $ 1,100.00
Lime, Cement and Sand.......ocveveiies vevovvnnoon, Cerrrreeeas 1,350.00
CUbBOME. e teruvs ceerie s eeeeeeeesoseiss oo 850.00
Iron work, cast and WIOUEhE covcies 950.00
Tin and slating........coremeenenn... P 1,250.00
Lum]'oer and mill work......covvuiiuninnrinnennns rereracerene e . 3,200.00
Heaﬁlng ADPATAEES vt vt ieeeeiereetenevnrensinneesrarseteenernernns 9,500.00
Drain PIPES. i e 150.00
Carpenter ..o....iuiieioieen oo 3,100.00
Bricklayer......... verenn e vrrrett et eanen eereriererena. 8,00.00
quster and counterpieces...... eereierirretesreentee et rrraieenens 2,200.00

amter and materials................. D PR 2,890.00
Hardware.,.......ocovooiii rtreeeaerraraaa evenes 1,200.00
I;aqhng, cleaning and incidentals.....c.uvvreersonrerennn... .. 1,000.00

reight, steamboat and Tailtoad..............oesersisissisin s 550.00

Uber and materialS.....ce.erseersooss o 2,600.00

—

TOtal..iotit e i $37,690.00
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While the above amount may seem large, in addition to the amount
of the approprlatlon expended, it will scarce appear so when you con-
sider that the entire State House, except the outside walls, has been
rebuilt, and even the latter in many cases repaired.

FURNITURE.

Cases and Bench Court of Appeals.....cccovvviveriniiiannnnnns $ 2,000.00
Furniture for Court of Appeals......ccc. vivveviniiieiieninenns 2,000.00
“ ¢ House of Delegates and Senate...........ccuuen, 7,650.00

" ¢« Governor’s dept. and Adjutant Generals...... 2,700.00
Fresco decorationS...uu. e ceriirnirnistireiieneeriassansasnsas 3,150.00
Curtains, Lambrequins, et..icviiiiiaiirismsiininiioninnn.  1,000.00
Gras FIXBUIES..cevrunerniriniiiis e ient e ne s s s anba s 4,750.00
Carpets... . reerrreernerenesenees 3,700.00
Repzm‘mg and renovatmg p:otures, 8Currerrerrrrerriren s 2,300.00
Washstands...ocuvusieiiiies corernceiirieri s e 300.00
Window blinds, papering, ete.......uoeviviiririirnriinininnnas 700.00
Furnishing sundries, ete...ovvvivirnierns svvreeiinennsnnennnee. 1,000.00
B U $37,250.00

SUMMARY OF COST PER DEPARTMENT.

Court of Appeals......coeviviiniiiiiiiiininincinnnn, RPN $ 8,200.00
Senate and House...vvve.vviiiiirieniiinnisinrinnssesannas 19,100.00
Governor’s and Adjutant General’s....... ceeereee 6, 700.00

Sincerely trusting the above may be satlsfact.ory, I have the'honor
to be,
Your Excellency’s most obedient servant,

GEO. A. FREDERICK.



