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Letters From Readers Of The Sun
On Boljests OF Interest.
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OLD MARYLAND STATE NOUSR

T‘OWHMI.MI"
In The Sepate Chamber—The Are

¢hiteet’s Bxplasation.
L

(Writere 40 the “From the Pesgle’” columy are
oesied 10 mahe theie commepimtions as briof 8 &
thsinient with the natwre of the mbjorts Glusmemnd,
Myhlhﬂd"l. aud 2ot sertes s T

U4 than Joug ener. }

Mevors. Lgitory: On Bunday. Decomber 12
last in an articrle on yoeur editovisl page
eatitied “The Virginis ftate Capitel™ you
take accasion te say: '’ interior of the
oid Maryland BSete House was gremtly
Rigrred sotbe Z yeors sge by 83 ignorant
itempt at tmprovement. sud the propls
of the Ktate mever have ceased to regret
the vandyliom.™

Kloce 1877, when the repalrs on and in
the Biate Hotse were made, st sendry
limes animadversions akim 19 the above
bave fouud place in the pages of our local
press Which, had the persans interested in
Producing the same but taken the trouble
10 read the architect's report {0 the thes
tinvernotr, as chief of the Board of Public
Works, ‘'who had charge of and Dy whoee
santion and orders all the work dove was
fashioned; of the circumstances necensitat-
lng the renewals thes made—the marring
imprevements referred to and the vandal-
sty perpetrated possibly would appear in
& light not quite suv crensarable mor make
needful this explanation.

Vor those sermiingly igmorant or in mis
apprebension of Impertant facis I would
Rrich thank you for the publication af the
foliowing statewmnent. That the timely work
the u done averted a disaster which readily
nuight have proved more shor ing than that
wWhich so calamitously bad befsllen the
Hiate Houne of Virginia fa to all coguisant
of its then desperate and deplorable state
abtindantly welj ksewn. The only sarprisa
I that ere ite startling discovery such bad
not already orcurved. UGladly weu'd | make
the recital shorter, pat to me a genera) sur-
VeY apprurs ‘secessary befuge I particw-
Inrige,

The Legisiature of 1874 had appropriated
& sum of money for the excavation of a cel-
Isr and the instatiation of a suftadle heat-
ng and ventilating plant syder the old
Riste House huliding: such never. had ex-
isteq, the Sret finor nriginally baring beea
throcghout 1n almost direct contact with
the ground beneath, and wot g particle of
provision made for free sccevsa of alr for
the prexervation of the timbers embraced
12 the flour construction

Hinven or open fires were for decades the
onir meana of heating the varfous apare-
urais. After the—in 1137 ar IXM—building
of the lidrary annex atd the ronstraction
of & more modern heating apparatss in the
hasement of the same a large openilng was
hreken through the ol north wall adjoin.
Ing the additinn, and trenches wers dug in

the enrth beyond for the accommodation of |

heating pipes to the different rooma ahove.
These trenchen were just aboat epacions
*hough (0 permit 2 man to erawl throngh
snd into a darkaess Clmmerian, neceaaitat-
log the constant use of artificial lights for

every purpose requiring inspection ve work. |

That endersuch conditions the Rtate House
hed not long since resolved ttoelf Inte s
bolocaust was a surprise to the architects
when employed and of necessity made fs.
witar with such surronndings,

At that timie the only accessible wall was

that of the pnorth side, already referred to, |

and an «n' Investigation It apprared to start
ata sufficient depth and se balldings stand-
Ing on comparatively level ground usaally
hzve g uniform foundatfon level [ nator-
ally agsumed that all that was required
WAk the remos gl of the Inelosed eqrth, and.
after putting 1o proper window and door
openings, peeure a2 gond, well-lighted and
ventilated cellar. Quite the contrary was
the cane, and, #xcepting $he north wall, al!
the balance had to be underpinned from
four to five and more feet, ,

The first clrrumstance then discovered
was thal all the flnor timbers were not
merely doty but, especiatly ao at thetr wall
ends, abnolately rotten, which suggestiog
furthe:r examinations the same wang found
to b the case with the majnrity of thoee
on the npper floor apd in many of the
imaly and ofher timbers of the ront and
tomgr auppnrts, . Nat only had the flonring
boaris, worn thin hy the fert of the ocen-
panis aud sisltorn leng sinre departed.
never heen taken up when aeeding rrgewal
to perintt or desunnstrate the soundneas of
the joists supporting such, but three aepa-
rate layeras wepre found, one on top of the
other, which at intervals, an the worn con-
dition of the finors demanded: had reck-
lennly heeq nalied, one floor upon the other.
On the regf the Lin covering of the same
was fvund to bave been placed in s simlilar
manoer of four or five puccessively warn.
out layers; the lowent or vhdermonst of
which iprobabiy the original ronf) was com-
posed of amall, loose, unsoldered plecen,
Inld with a lap, sa usual with siate or wood
shloglea. The sheathing bheneath was al-
mnst totally rotted. -

The floors of the F.aecutive Chamber
iGovernor's room, over the Hena(e cham.
her) and of the Court of Appeals (over the
House of Twelegaties) had toward their con-
terssarged or bowed from five to sl Mches:
they were held up by huge rhsins inecased
In clumnsy wamden posts, the latter probe-
biy vet easily recalled hy thone then fa-
milar with these apartments, and bhung
fro ronf trudses equally deterforated and
precarions,

THe abuve s & requaieite preluode to a
profier analysin of the ““lgnorant attempt.”™
ete..and the “‘vrandelieam’ which the writer
flﬂ%ﬂ s especlaliy Intended to apply to
the 4 then left and since permitted to re-
main Retmate chamber. Throughout tne
ntruyeture many changea and alteratione
had at previous times been made, and It
wan the particular desire and aim, as far
a3 lay in bin knowledge and pnwer, of the
srchitert In all repairs made to have the
work, suhatantislly guch as existed pre-
vious to the summer of 1877, when be wan
employed

Refore the meeting of the Legislature of
1878, for whose acrcommoadation the work
night and day burried to a compirtinn a0
necegaary, the then Governor of the Riste,
Hon. John lee (Carmll, requested me to
write him a report detalling what had been
fornd requisite tn do and what had bheen
doge. This report be, after reference sod
dirvetiog attention to the same, Ald me
the bhotior tn append as a suppliemieatary
docuinent to his mesnage,

From this repert (Hnuae and SBenate Doc-
unients, 1878 I, in full, quote the section
specigily relating to the Beaate chamber:;

“All the plastering has been renewed;
trat of the fReante restored from drawings,
measurements and modeis made from the
original casts (that Is, coasts made from the
origlonal ornamentsl partst. [ much regret-
ted ip this room deing compelied to remove
the gallery. which for want of time couid
not be replaced. It was in a reuinous and
dangerous coadition, nud | would respect.
fully adrise, 1f determmined to reentistrpct
the xamne, it be doae of &8 material not as
perishable as plaster. Careful meanare.
ments were taken and accurate drawings
prepared of srery part, so that nothing
will j-revent its exact reproduction, If such
shounid be decided upon.™

The gailery, situated at the westers end
¢ the room, was hardly five feet wide, was
fivished with circled ends, and. 23 the flien-
ste rhammber onix has 8 moderately high
celling, was extremely low beneath and
scarce high enongh to stand upright upns
it above. The en'.ranre to it at its north
end connleted of § doorway ROt over two
feet wide and four feet six inches high.
exceedingly inenavesient of Ingress or of
egress. The stalrway leadiog to it, In Ita
day equally Inommodious for use, had
lnng since bDeen rremoved. The column
shnfis supporting it were of wand, as was
alse lis skeleton constraction: but all of Ite
outer fare and finish was of o sperieg of
ucco or plaster composition and threugh.
out was eracked and erumbiing te plecesn
ir. had oo often been whitewashed
that the ernamental members—of which it

was slmest entirely composed—bad lont ¢!
semblance of their original Hne or self,
Not saly was R, as siveady giated, ' in 2
reineous ceoadition, but ity removel at that
time was an i tive necessity ; the reom
ftoelf could net be rrpalved as f
b Sepg and the galtery (28 Kt oxisted):
ia position during the progress of the
or oven If made possibie be aught but the
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transcended |ts powers
Ing what it did and in exceeding

pristion made, as alve its defined objecta,
saw B¢ 1o punish wme, the board’'a agest, by
withholding nesriy $2.000 of my rommis-
sion as architect: ner have | to this day—
4 years If!frl'.l.fﬂ— bees abie te secare
that equity ‘which is due to the humblest
of citizens, but which frem the soversign
power cen ¥ secured only by its pover.
elign dispositiea. Vor four or Sve suceseding
scpalons of the Leginlature § endeavored to
secure the payment of this det, for the
ralidity of which demand (apart from the
Yeference made regarding it by the Gor-
eroet tn bt message of 16890 te the leogin
isture, whereint be expresees his surpriee
that such should have bheem withheld by
the previous body) [ yet hald the unnatin.
fled certificate stating that the sam claimed
is a balance due vuder 2 contrect made by
themm ae aratives of the Srate eof
Maryland. and signed hy John Lee ¢arroll
as Govermor, [Marnes Compton gs Tress-
urer and Levin Woolford as Comptmlier,
aird cotnposing the Board of Publle Worhs,
And further is it voucbed for and 11s pay-
ment recominended by the succesgor of
Hon. Levin Woolford, Gea. Thos, J. Keat-
ing, whose province as Comptroller it was
to examine intn the justice of all clalms
againet the Biate of Maryland and to re-
port upoa the werit or demerit of snch to
the lLegisiatnre by persunal iladorsement.
After repeated fallure to obtatn that which
! had mpent mouths of reaseieng laber ta
Bonorably earo, declining non the one hand
1o avall myuelf of the pruffered but greedy
ceut.-per-cent, Inflyence of the lobbhy aud
ob the other hand rendered sick at heart by
the sheerring comineuts of would-be humor-
ol presa reporters at ita seasion - afrer aes.
sivn respplication, 1 st teast abandoned
further struggle. with lts eoncouiltant
warte of time and money, conecluding that
If the great Ntate of Maryland thus pre-
ferred to dval sut injostice to ity own eofti-
sens | would strive to survive It. Hard it
s to be deprived of the marned wage, hut
more cruel Yot to receive {nstead the up-

i

| rarned implied odinm of an leonociant.

UBDRUE A. FRELERICK.

Seme Pages Freom Histery.
Mesere, Editors: lun an able editorial In

yeaterdaye Rtx, on the subject of mat-

1 terw Priating to the Fanama cacal, past aad

prospective, you pay a higo enmpliment to
tbe patriotiem of the American people,
which has nut at all times heen applicable
to all the sertionn. You say:

“It ls true that when the United States in
verging omn war, or is Ir the midet of war,
® the support of the Ad-
wislstration which la conducting it. Whether
they like the excitement of war oc whether

' from motives of pure patriotism, thie has

Llways beet the case."

I have been 2 ¢floge reader of all the eodi-
toriala in THE Brx for more thaa o year,
and 1 am conviaded that you are too ther-
ough a historiag to have forgottem SOme

potable exceptions te your amighie compit
ment. [ will mention the secund war with
(sreat Rritaln when. arcording to subsequeat
admiseions of John Quinecy Adams, “tae pul-
pit and prewe of New F.uglaand hurled anath-
emmas and curses llberally upot all thoee
who alded or abetted the war, directly or
Indirectly.” whea many New Fngland pe-
pris, potatly tbe Bostom (jgpette. thorat-
¢ened President Madieons with death A he:
aAttempted to compe| tne Fastern Staton te
HBght in the war: whoa General Pessenden
Introduced Into the Massachusetts lLegisls-
ture a blll calling om the Governor, (aled
Strong. (o arm and equip the wilitia and se-
cede from the Unios: when all the New kag.
land Ktates met together in a sdcret conven-
tioo at Hartford. Coan., 834 FPresident Mad-
(son detgiled a military ofcer from the fieid
to go to liartford to watch the convention
and to learn, if possible, what were [ts de-
signs; whesn the proapects of the war were
gloomy, after pnearly two years of confljct,
which bad cuat the lives of 30,000 patriots
ahd the expenditure of $100.000.000, and
patriots In the fleld and at dome were In
deep despondency leat the Admiristration
should fell in itw eforte te uphold the honor
of the nation sad { respect for its
flag- and lacidentally to protect New Fng-
land aczmes frowm impressment by Great
Britain,

It was Dot then, and Is not now, belleved
that the object of the New FEngland cos.
vention, .and of the people whum it repre-
sented, wan to ‘rafiy te the support of the
Adminigtration.” On the contrary, it was
and ls tperlieved thst the Intention was: to
desert '“toe best foverament the workl
ever saw’ o its hour of dire necessity,
and to turn their hecks upoa “‘the OId
Flag—-the Flag of Our Fathers —in the
face of un armed and deflant foe.

In the war with Mexico Fraakiin Plerce
and some others “‘rullied to the support of
the Administration™ gad 4id gulisnt sery.
ice. but the beuniwoa that followed toem
from New England was the hope that the
Mexicans would weicome the patriots under
Scott and Tayler “with bloody hands to
bospitable graves.” -

Pardam me for digging up the dead pest
when we were a pials republic and Stiatea
were wovereign and had never dreamed of
coasolidating ianto & ““world powep.”

Decepber 2. N.J Flore.

- Spltting In The Cars.

Menars, Bditors: | am a constant resder
of THR BUN and belleve it light shines (o
wany dark places and that its rays pene-
trate far and wide. WIil you pernit e o
litile apace (o protest againet the fithy
habit of expectorstion in the rars? | have
thought & great many times [ woyld write,
bat have refrained, thinking it wonld get
better, but alas! it ia only worse. There js
hardly a day In the year | do not nee the
cars aud 1 bave pleaty of opportunity to
judge of their condition.

It Is my cwetom to go to Loudon Park at
Christmas time.. Last year |1 went as
ossal asd, comiag bome, got in & car
which aras erowded. nwiang to the holiday
ek, but the anly seat 1 could get was one
in this Sithy condition. Having pald my
fare It was as much as { counld cadure uatil
I got out. as it made me deathly sich. And
agsin last summer, in an open car, @ had
obly riddea a square when I had to ask the
rohdector (0 let me change my seat, as It
was dreadful, [ went again te Leudon
Fark thie year and toek what 1 thought
was & seat free from this Aith when [ hap-
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GEMS FROM .
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They each boast & rvown. bath th

Yot kings dut recvive it, while post

THE

CHRIST]

By Mixna

Khe awoke o8 Chrit
And she found
Gifts of goM and ©
flapphires blee a1
Filmy lace and cog
Rare brocadas of |

fvery, peari and o0

Treasures to dell

_lu.uh;hnndeﬂm
* Overieden with pertume
Gave its seul to thrill her senses
And to A1l the Jefty resm;

’ Asd she knew tha love that seat i,
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