THE NEW CITY HALL.

LAYING THE CORNER-STONE.

Interesting Ceremonies by the Masonic Order.

OBATION BY J. B, B LATROBE, ENMQ.

{ Reported for the Baltimors Sup. ]

At digferent periods in the pat the snbject of
the erection of a new City Hall for the munici.
pality of Ballimore hag rpgaged attentinn, bud
ginpularly enoueh, 1t is not {ill in the last days
of an admanistration of the city government
which bae ib no wiee represented the people
:hat the work is undertaken, It was inevitable
that such a etructure as would comporli with the
preeeut wants and futorc growth and Import
ance ot the city ghonld in time be secured: but io
view of the present npsget:led condition of aflairs,
be bhigh prices, and other vast burdens preseioy
npon the people, 1t required sach temerity as
only an ¢xpiring administration could summon
to Inirinte the work just pbow, especislly on g0
stupendous a scale as has been projected—in-
volving an outlay, it is uederstood, of atleast a
willion of dollars,and some experienced persons.
who have examined the plans and scheduoless
estimate the cost at & much larger fignre. The

corner-stonc of the projected edifice—the new
City Hall—to be Jocated on the square bpuunded
by Holliday, North, Fayette and Le¢xington
gtreets—was laid yeﬂterduv, and, under the-cir-
cumstances indicated, it is not wonderfnl that
the people manifestcd no heart 1n the matter.—
“There was an axtremelg emall attendance upan
‘the ceremobnlies, and no demonstration such as
would generally be expected on occasions of the
=éi::-r_l;. The Masonic Fraternity discharged the da-
fies peculiar to their order, in the premises, bat

‘otlierwige there were no popular orgamzatinna
in attendance.

- The members of the Order and Kuightg Tem
plar, to.the number -of about two hundred, met
‘at the Maﬂamc Hall, on 8t. Pan] street, gnd short-
. ly after 11 A. M..took up the line of march, un-
fﬂer the Grand Marshal, General James M. Ander--
“gon,.and headéd:by & biind of music, in the order

pu.l:gltaheﬂ in yedterddy's Sun., Pravimls to thelr
“drrival @t the gite, the seats on the platform
“erécted for the occnsion were occupied by Bome

‘two Hdndfedladies and gentlemen; inclnding in
the num¥er'Y.-H: B, ‘La.tmba HKsq.,.the oratur of .
the day, Mayor Ghapman, umber of the mem-
“bereo the Iate ¢ity "counc tha buildi ‘com-
mittee, and others: cnnneclsecl with the cHiy gov-
ernment.- The Blues' -Band, ‘nnder. Prpfessor
"Holland, which was engaged; by .the, building
.committee, and etationed on the platform to- tna
‘porth.of the stand mtended for the orator of the-
Jday, performed a lively air as the Magonic Ordor
pagged tb the place agsigned it. The platforin
~waB entéred t.hrnngh a wide, arch on the Holli-
‘day ‘sireet front,and was gail ‘decorated with
flaga: - All things betug in-resdiness, the Grand
,_Maater of Free and,Apcepted Magons, -John
gtep, Edg,, made, prp tiun of the intents -
purposes’.of the meeting, after which an
"anzlm.l ode was- a'ﬂng b thnae ‘present, accoms-
% ieﬂ bythe Blues’ ~'The Rev. J ohn Mce-
1; Granﬂ Chaplain of the Grand ‘Lodge of-
and next mvoked the 'Divine bleeging on
ﬁlye_] nndﬁr , 8fter 'which ‘the ‘ceremony of
fig the" mmer-atﬂna was proceeded with ac-

" gording to'the regplar formula ot thé e Orderin--
cludin the pouring of the corp.: d oll on

Toe stode, dlter whick h the Grand stet declared
.fhe corner-stone asa having been’ properly laid,
1 anﬂ handinﬁ over. to the prinicipal architect rﬂwr

arions: igplem mtaJ :of -architecture, The cor-:
nar-ﬂtona g'An lmmeanse block: of, Bdltlmore mdﬁ-
-ble, gome fivd fest ﬁqutﬂ em ated abﬁi,‘: ap&l
é.
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ADDRESS OF J. H. B. LATROBE, B’Q.
Aly Fellow-citizens; 1 have accepted the invita-
tion to deliver this address with more than asnal
pleasure. 1 scarcely regret that a busy period
of profeasional lile has been brcken in apon by
its preparation. | L |
or years the municipality of Baltimore has
been housed in a way unbecoming Lhe character
of our people. The back parlor of an old-fash-
ioned private residence has accommodated the
mayor, while the front parlor has been the secre-
taty’s office, as well as the ante-room for the
crowds having business with the chief magis-
trate of the-city. The register and the comp-
{roller have divided between-them similar par-
Jors {iy. an.adjacent building. The appesl tax
courshag been_ﬁ:ﬂc‘ked away in a room some
twelve teet by fiftesn. The police commissioners
were to be found in’ t,hrg back building: of a house
a century old, and left unfinished. The.lower
apartments of another bullding, ‘ekKed -out by
-ahabby sheds; held the collector and his clerks.
The water department had still. more limited
accommodations. The city:commissioner was
stowed away in a third story, and'the park com-
migeion was Indebted to tlie mayor’s hospitalicy
for.a place 1n.which to meet. e
As for. the leglislative . department, the first
branch peld s seselons in what was formerly
the very -modest pleture-gallery of Peale’s Mu-
‘seum, and the: second branch succeeded a col-
‘lection of stuffed §himals in an adjacent room.
Neither apartment was capable of belng adapted
o the nses to which 1t'was pat.: .. -
> 8o -lqnf as there was 7o hope of change, a de-
“gent pri

nt pride keptns:silent in‘regard°to what was,
piY trggf. ‘hum lift%ng ‘but now that 4 day of bet-
~1er -t
“t!phi a

. s"nl
i% dawning, we.may, withoui heaita-
ade o 1he phet, nd congratulate our.
-felyes that in the -;fbul-ldinf- B corner-atone

weare sbuy to lay, the muplapal anthorivies




will bave escaped from such quarters as we have
desuribed,

Why we have remalned eo long without o rep-
ntable city hail it.1s hard to eay. If it haa been
from motives of economy, the economy has been
8an unwise one. 1n the life of. an individunl
struggling to make his wayin the world, it la
don ESBBE proper to agk.prior to ench expenditure,

wCan 1 do without {t?* and so the dinner'may be
deprived of its desseri, and the old garment be
made to st throngh another egason, Bat whaen

the gueetion concerns o city, apd notaclitizen, tho
aspplcation of the rule of priwvite life may bo In-

consistent with the pride,patriotism and interest

of.1be commuopity. Neither the moonument to

Wasbington nor the Balilc monument were ne-.
cessilics. Had neither heon erected, we wonld
plill *bave lived upon theriat and drunk rhe

pweel winenpon the leea™ nnd,}rut which of aB -
wenld - exchuonge, ‘for 'any “other, 'onr ‘epithet of-
‘the Monumontal City," o¥s\vhb, gijer the war ol
1812, did not hear with pride the oast that dg-
Bc:rii)ed e a8 “'a p_aoplﬂ who gave grayes {o their

foer and monoments to their defendears.”
" For years we lived without our parkse, ani yet
who would now restore them to thelr former
owners, abandouninz the shades of tps oue, or
civing up the right to exjoy. as bis own, the
maichleas view irom the bizh grodad of the
other, |

If our monuments redound to our patriotiam:
if our rallroads dcmonsirate our enterprise; 1if
our patks dlusiraie our approriation ol the
banpitful in natars, our public buildiave ehould
Lol dirgrage us by their incoavenience, their war
sipnificance and thelr inspficiency, _

) an oceasion Hke. thie, some referenco to
the ~arly bigtory of Baltimnranarurally ~nTgasty
itgelt as AQ upprnprj,gé_qfltﬂa{;.fi_ﬁqnl? to pernetn-

©

ate tradition in rega memories that are
rapidly vanishing away.

. The firet Jand taken up 1n our vicinity waae
W hatatone Point, on the southside of the basin.
This was to 1662, when .Charles the Second was
kKing of England, Cce'hius Calvert, Lord Balti-
more, was Lord Proprietiry of Maryland and
Puilip Calvert wad Governor ol the Province. A
piece of “glade land,™ 20 called by the old annal
igr, through which flowed Harford run, was
takeo up H 16683: the neck of land between the
middle and north braoches of the Patapaco was
next patented, and Lhe'year after,a Mr. T'hos. Cole
took up four hundred and fifty acres, thronzh
which rap and debouched Jones's Fallg, 8 name
given to the atream by one David Jones, who
was the ficst person to build a house on its
banks, after purchasing the tract patented to
Cole. Jones’s house was omn the north tide of
the falls near. the head of tide, where what was

then calied ‘‘the Great Eaal;gn Road™ crossed
the stream by a ford, and passed northeastwardly
in the direction of French atrect, towards the
Buequehannah. - : -
ITmpruyewlout wWade wsluw progress 1o (uose
days, and it was not untit 1711 that any one woas
found adventurone cnough to:build a mill, This
waa done by Mr. Jonathan Hanson, at the corner
of Holliday and Bath streets. We gee the spot.
from whera we stand. In- 1728, however, there
wero people enongh cdllected to organize a town
government, and the spot selected for the Bite
was Moale's point, inclnding the level lands
around Ferry bar, in the southwestern section
of the present ¢ity. This property belonged to
Mr. John Moale, ‘*a merchant from Devonshire,™
“and & member of the colonial Logslatnre. With
very different ideas. apparently, of the valne of
ﬁuunﬂ repta from those now entertained, Mr.
oale uged his inftoence to defeat the bill that
had been introduced (o incorporate the town on
his 'land; And the most profitable employment,
‘perhaps, that hie sanccessors have been able eince
‘then to find.ior the property hae been 1o use the
clay for bricks to build houses and create gronnd
rente in other places. * | :
Mgale'a é]ﬂi.nt being out of the queation, atien-
tiou was direcled to the north braoch of the
river, and. 1n 1729, an act was pasaed hy the Le.
gielature ‘‘for erecting g town on the porth side
of the Patapeco, in Baltimore county, and for
laying out into lota Bixty acres of land, ip and

sbout the place where one Johon Flemming now
liver.”? Fiemming was a tenant of Mr. Charles
C 11, and agent of the Proprietary. and re-

a’house on the porth side of Thler's al-
ley, eer the corner of Charlea sircet, according
to our nresent nomenclatore,

The’ first commlssioners of Baltimore town
were geven in nawmber, who held their offices for
Iife, with power 1o fill their own vacanciea.—
They might eitber.porchage or condemn the
‘‘eixty acres,” which they were to divide into
lote, giving to the owner of the land, Mr, Carroll,
1he firat cholce of a singlelot. Noone was antho-
rized to take more than one lot durire the firat
-four mopths, and none but inhabliants ol the
county during the firat six months; alter which
-the'property was threwn opea to parchasers gen-.
ereilly. All purchagera, however, were oblized
to erect .a honee. covering- nov lesa than 400:
gquare feel, in eightesn monthg, to poocure u
titlé. | The rurvey was made on the]1%cth Japnary,
1780, with ‘the assistance of one nilpx Jones
apd began at the porthwest corper of Pratt and
Light ptreets, thcen ran along Uhler's alley to-
wards **a great gulley’ . at Shurp sireet, then gp
Starp etreet -and across Baltimere etreet to ﬁc—
‘Ciellun's alley, which it pursued 10 the precipice
which overhung the, falls at the corner of Sara-
toga and Ht. Panl etreets,ithence southwardly
and esstwardly to the low grounds west of Gay
street, including the Fish-ftreet meeting honse,
tten along these low grodnds conthwardly to
the river, and then, following the meanderines
of the river,along Water sireet, to tho begin-
ping. This description is nﬂt-in the technica}
lavguage of the Eﬂt?&{. but ieadaptrd L0 the pre-
sent Jand wmarks, and 18 accarate enoueh for our
puarpose. - .
- Tme does not suffice to follow Baltimore 1n



Time does not =nffice tg follow Taltinore o
it croawih IToul venl 1o Vonir, of SRR N R IR TR S
e ore enlarees th e enniments ol A el i bt
adranee 1o manhood, addition af er ndduion wa-
made to the cily. "\.l ﬁrﬂt i b bt two sireets,
Haltimmare, then oalicd L.one rtreet, andd harkes
sl e, fHieli € Hh{f Forroesl wmirteel, nidl nine one

erely lnues. The unmes ol I'uru Ol Thiose
lhnn rever 1 o peryved 'wy LLove v, Ctaale oand
Georman- - thoush the dast fwoe “'I"-’t bevn riaised

to the diguity of streela, The others apoear,

nt present, o Lexiugton, South, Second, Licht,

Yianover and North strecta. Ar iare as 1750 the
town was surrounded by a board leace. In this
thete wore twaonpeniugs tat carnawes anc nt the
north end of Dalwniore atreet, and Lhe other at
the north end of GUay ftrect. There was also 1
rma:l opening tor foot PRASCNIICTE On {he hilil
penar ahont where St Pans Chneeh now etands.
The fence wis lutended ae a proteciion arainsy
a sndden eurprise trom Jodian marauders, and
was koepl up forrome three yeare by generai sub-
pcrippiion. A hard winter proved, however, 100
mnt h for this voery original tortification, It waa

pittered tor fire-wood: aud Lioyd Buchauaun, Eaq |
ig recorded af having been cmploved (o prowe.

cnte the thieves. The town COMMIiRRINNErs wWer
then found Lo havo 110 AUrhorry in the premi-es,
and when thir g6t to be nuderstood the town
{ep e fU0N dmanwrmd in emoko.

Albout this time tie brickn geed in Baltimore
were imporied from England, and the Mount

Ciare maneion, the atately edifice still remainlng
to the enuthwwt of the railroad etation of the
aame name. was built wiith tham, a fact worihy
of mention, ipasamnch as the ﬁelda oo which the
old house lonks down. and which still belonz to
the descendants of the firet owner, have since
furnishied the bmeks of which a iarge part of our

nityEnaﬁ been built. of & guality dnrivailed vivher
ngland or Ametica.

Ju eelecting the rites for cities, their fonnders
generally have had regard to thﬂir economical
axtension. Penu selected the fial between the
Delaware and Schoylkill; New Amsterdam, now
New York, was planted on a comparatively level
surface; Waah’mrtuu chose & vast Elain ag the
gite of the eapitﬂl of the Unvion; St. Louls had o
plateau of the Miﬂﬂliﬂif) pl on which to expand,
and an almost boundiess pralrie ot unbml:en
ground afforded apace for the indcfinite exten-
fion ol Chicago. 1ut it was far difterent with
Bnltimore. Arlter Moale's point was labdopsed,
nothing was left for tho.e derermined to have n
town in the nelghborhood butl the marahes and
gand hills a.rounﬂ the homestead of John Flem-
ming: and conld I pow Praﬂﬂuta model of the
surface of the orglnal #gixty acres,” if wonld
do more jostice tD ¢ those who made onr cily what
it 18 than can be done by mere verbal description
of the tog gﬂ& by of the. year 1739, Btill, let me
attembt 8 %niu thia irection.

Etand with m,o. lmnglnatmn, at the corner

of Calvert and Water streets, pot long before the
war of the revolution. The basin, 88 we now
call it, a1l {:lh}ﬂ at our teet, and- acrosa it rises
Federal Ri and rec*.uituua g% 1t hag
ramnined—a.l‘l clay ahi’ mnd and” cnlnmd with
streaks of brown ahd Ted hmi’ allow in fantastic:
mixtore.. At is basg, a aca.nt foolway leads to
-Lomnt Point. To:tbe left, the tiver seems shirt
ig bY groubd nn*'whitﬁf hp dLazarétio stande—
the sharp turnsiu ﬁ; tonnd F'o McHenry,
being-hidden inthe mmuca. To'the right, the
wateTs a H-iﬂ- - flat, arshy. The somewhat
.aluggich rivaol Et. ego'u near what i8 now the
haag pl' Eb ~wharf; tnd further aontih-
ward.at- LQ a, 8and bank seamed with,
18aVInEs, th e:& 1 apnn of . yer ure whefe the
=pr¥ing lately conveyed underground to the bagip,
EﬂﬂhEE forth, and aparkida as it threads:ite way
ihroush- the low grounds: o ihe Ppiapaco.-—
Houces are scattered sparsely befe snd there,
n;d hﬂﬂ]ﬁﬂ m_};as moving to and fm 11: pon l;lhe W%ﬁur,
long-the # re rauges scco hogsheads
*n.nd?g the- ruafr leading - 3; ¢ landing  ather
eads are ln: motion;, ke gardeén rn'nar-l
th & pin-in~the céntre-of-sach end, 1o which
shaftd are gitachad, for the horaes that:have
geﬂ ﬂ!ﬁm in ‘manncr for Many ‘&' weary
- Thig‘scerie, on the! whnlﬂ 18’not un lt‘:n
]:mt it owen Ita-Interest 1o "1t Bnameaﬂ
m‘b ér than to its landecape heaunties.

r Turning from thie, et us naeﬁnﬁ Calvert ‘Bt!%t-.
gtill on; ved. and far steeperthan pt present—
the -Bal atmt. erosaing Being ‘on a _level
with Luilhlrorm of tho pre,gm rtico of Bar-

num’'s X ‘{ﬂerﬁ any #till living who
remember L & a% 8 build’m 8 at the
Altimore niud-" Calvart |

porthwest corn ﬂl‘ 0

- gtredtd, " whose undaruinning when the stroet
was graded, 12;.111&1:1 lﬁkﬁ unlike a gehg'
of rapged nrlp mount: 1] ltlll:ﬂ env-
ing them behind we:fnd.onrselwse in front of the

. courthounse, cocapying..thessite of 'the Battle.
+Manament, apd _overjoo % BLEsD Bandy. pro-

“eipice, nt- the foot of which fowe’Jones'e ik,
e‘house now standing at/the norsheant cornet
of and 4 hﬂt -streets:is about {nfte.
bed.” When the piivde ..,_.mdourln;lm s 1t bo-
CAIme HEecosal to cqurthoase. and
Hr.%ﬁnr& h A0  mue -El;oowg
DY 7 10Ix armeain,, Larci
iy et e
en. : VOopo, the &
fice . ' %gbu
ltr oD his

wu {ho bell thnt
tice, .Undar N
hipp!nrpnlt.. o

[3 xhipplag post ou #hoes -

hwnr wat
form were the

Y0 the pll




lory. The lapt use made of this medismval con-
trivance was In 1808, Able and learned men
were {those who sgat on-the bench of this conrt.
house of the olden time—~men who owed their
slevation to the knowledge of the law, and who
gave dignity to the seats they occupied. :A.mng
them none wasgreater than Samuel Chage, who
bad sigmed the Declardilon ‘of Tndependence,
and wap olevdted .afierwidp . to the Bupreme
Court of: the Uplted Biatea. - Hp was oug of the
last who preservedithe ‘costnme- of the|revolo-
tionary day;-and, dressedin smail ¢ldthes, with
his gcarle clodk & thrse-cornereld chapeaux,
was the type of & pertod ,thed’tipidly, fading
awny, and now Yguished‘.'tarﬂ‘#er.. . Whether we
Hnggk) iued pnytiing by the'charge, pot In cos-
_t&m&“j}tiﬂ lpgal‘Lqu, Jyudii:i'al h_l,tegrﬁy pr pub-
HEm p%ﬁ».'lﬁwa.ﬂ.&iquwmn néed not now be
0uReed, . t A :
Lm%kiﬂ'ﬁ- porthward from the courthouse, tha
meadow Hes . bBefore ns, a'pleasant, smooth, green
fint, nrownd whith Jones's fallg tsened from the
rocky-mouthed ravine now spanned by ibe
Esger-atreet bridge.-2nd hogelog thoe stéep hill-
‘gides to the weet, winds ita , receiving 1o jie
eau: te' the uitg’ gpring, bobblng from a high
sand-bank, The depth of the subsequent fill ng
Lgt this point 13 shown by the depth ot the runken
rcn arouvd the (Bpring at the present time.—
Fome idea of the great change thet bas been
wieught in this part 2 the ¢ity may be inferred
S/ be fact that & bay echooner was oate builg
n annched hard-Ly the rpring. From the foont
0! the conrthouse hill the falls take a vortheast-
erly cooree, pasfsing by the ‘‘rown powder
houge,” alopg the present Hiah sirect, towards
the pite of QGay-street bridere, and thence,
turning southerly, lowa throuch marehes along
Hairigoan gtreet and throgeh Marsh matkaqt sdace
{0 the Patapsco.. At this time there wWAas no
bridge at Gay Btrect. buta ferry, or a ford, ac-
cordihpg to the otaga'of the water, served the
wantse of the ‘great enastern road,” and conpected
Baltimore Jtown with o©ld towmn. The latter
‘wuas then a peparate manicipality, afterwards
united to Baltimore, put whose “*boys™ retaln, it
is belleved. to this dav.. their ancient cognomen.
It was not until 1789 that the meadow was
thrown upon the west side of the fulla by Mr.
Engelhard Yeiser and others, who cut a straight
channel from HEager street to Gay-street bridge-
Above the meadow, to the north, Colonel How-
ard’s maneion of Belvidere was buailt ip 1788,
directly opposlie to the ccurt-house, on the line
of Calvert sireet. The Colonel was one of thoge
men in this world who could ook justice fear-
leesly in the face, and his dwelling was noinap-
propriate 78-q-vis to the Halls-of Themis. He
was ono of thoee, }00, whoge example at Eutaw
and Cowpens wag not.lost upon ‘the brave men
who jéll ar.aNoril Foing, and, whose mopament
ithe Colonel lived to see rige in sight of his par-
lor window, block by block, until the admirable
ecnipture that crowns it was lifted up to hold

forever it marble wreath above this record qf
- the honored dead.

To the pnorthwesal of the court-house we gee
the town jail, and bryond that (the jail intercent-
ing’ the view) is Balnt Pavul’s chareh, a sori of
hint (this interception) thatthe way from this
world to a better may, fox evil-dders, be **a hard
road to travel.’. The 8t. Paul's we éepak of was
not the building afterwads destroyed by fire, but
8 barn-like edifice on the edge of a sand-hill,
with the graves of departed coneregations ¢lus-
tered around, their coflns at times, being ex-

osed by the violence of northesast storms.—

cse to St. Paunl’'s was a bell-tower sfanding
apart, like a sentinel on dotv—a sentinel of the
shabbiest shape and uniform, and now long since
relieved.

The curious may readily trace the toporraphy
here deegribed by the stoop atrocta of the preecnt
city, amd il they bave accompanied oa in pur
imaginary walk, can now Jook with us from the
court-house hill eaetward to the forest-covered
heights of the Maryland Hoepita), and sontheast-

‘ward over the marshes of market space, across
part of Old Town, and beyond ‘‘Mr. Feil's store
and the housee around it,”* on Feil's Point, to the
Patapaco proper, and thence salong the river un-
til its waters mingle with those of the diatant
- bay, whoee blue line against the sky formas the

horizon in that directlion. r -

‘In a rare old volume, compiled with nnex,
B.m&)]ed dilizence by Thomas W. Griffith, Eaq.,
and to which I am indebted 1or many of my
fze618, will be found a singnlarly detailed account
of the growth of Baltimore up teo 18%; the
pames of the merchbants who came here. the
detes of thoir-arrival, their: business, its influ-
enceé upon -the town, hints ‘sometimes of .their
families; all this 18 recorded; and it is interesat-
ing to observe how many nstionalities were rep-
resented tn our early bhistory., Ae was natoral
conough, we bad Englishmen,Scotcimea and Irish-
meu,torGreat Britaiowas the mother conntry. But
France constitutea largely, rolargely indeed as to
appropriate o patt of the 1own, the dietrict on
{ barles strect. north of Pratt, long knowa as
Frencbtovn. Grrmany was largely represeated,
anc iLiollano cuatiibuitcd nowbers of her cacafnl,
accurate sed lureltlgent merchants ta ewell che
tide of prosperity. In lagjer days New Eorlaod
iound ont what was gpod, and brouzht ita thrit
into our midst. Bnt in the early days 1t was
npon tha Maryland stock, of earlier antecedenta,
with graits from beyond tho seas, that our well-
doing and increase honge,

We are a mixed race, we Baltimoreans af 10-
ay, and if, a8 sowe pretend, it is with men an it -
iy with nuimals, end erossing produeces improve-
ment,the beautvoloar womea,which has become
proverbial, 18 accounted for, ar well a3 the vnter-

priss which haa over been our dizticguishing
cbaru< teristlc.

Naoture favored Baltimore from the begiuning
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which are not only the pride of Baltimore, but
tne admiration of all sirangers, from sl lands,
who visitthem. -

Nor In the enumeration of what haa been done
ander the auspices of one of our chiet magis-
trates, must we forget what has been atcom
plished ig the same ldiréction under the and-
ginﬂs of the presént incumpent. The lake which

ears bis Dame, and now rapidly approaching
complétion, will pake the city independent alika
of the dronths which curiall the supply ol waler,
apd tho {resheis which deterioratd it. Unique
in ita character,and beautifad fn its surround.-

whose pecnliar biuntian are nnegnalled, and

ings,'1t is beln mstructed tolast for ages. —
And, ttt]] furtber, ‘to sapply Baltimore with
waier, A5 amply, siIn0st & Wasd ancient. Rome
aup_nlf’_ed; The wisg forecast of the same admiun-

iplration hae securéd a river for the ciiy's u3ea,
when need shall be,iin the purchase of the Guan-
powder; aud aga o, haut, bntnotleast,the bullding
whoee coruor-stone we this day congign to its
nlace in the foundstinn, will refieve as {r¢w the
humijistion of ha ni;;he anthorities of & clty
compétent 10 the works wehave deacribnd OgCL-

y offices In all respecis tnferior to Ltho=e ot a
private- corporation- of the communeet preloL-
gictis. . ‘The wunicipality of paltimore ghudld be
1Hdped g reputlably at 1é3st ae a bdapk or inkce

nce cMce; and the City Hall ebonid not e
nferior. aa it #0Jong has been, 1O the mogt mod-
eat of the raillrond statiope 1n our midet.

This skerck of the past and preaent of ourcity
has neceesarily been rapid s2ud imperfect. {n
1820 the annals of Balrimore already filled &
volume:; and what. since then, has mot heen ac-
ccmplished? Our pride in the emmportum  of
Maryland will not be lessened by the cdiffce now
to be erected. A demderaium will have becn
papplled when 118 spacions halls gud comm-
dious apartments shall be occopied for toe puar-
potes of ke clty governmeul: and, gecond to
pone jon extent of accommodarlon and architec-
tural taste, it will place Baltipore among the
foremnoat of ciiies. renowned not only for com-
merelal thrift, but for the refinement which
shonld alwaya be the accompaniment of tree-
dom, and whoee noblest illustrations bave al-
warvs been 1n their works of art.

The band sgsin performed a choice plece of
music, when the Gloria in Excelels, commencing
with “Glory be to God qn High,” was sy, and
tha ceremonies being declared cooelpded, tbe
Maeonie Order reformed and marched 10 thetr
pail, and i1hose who bhad witnedsod ihe core-
‘monies quietly diepersed. At no tume was there
over one thoueand persons present. 'T'he eniire
ceremonles, Includine Mr, Latrobe’s sdmirable
address, occupied but few minutes over an hoar.
The old'buildings on the lot have all been re-
moved except the one used as the engine-bouse
ol No, 4, which will be vacated in a few days,
when it will als0 be torn down. In ibe mean-
tinie the work of exeavation and laying the foun
dation is being pushed forward rapidly.
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