CIVILIZEAf AMERICA AND
MARYLAND.

Frison guards in TFlorida

torture to death & youlh of
nineteen. Policemen in New
York murder a prisoner while
administering the “third de-
gree.” Two men are publicly
shipped in Ohio for stealing
an old refrigiator which they
pold for three dollars. Mere
boys are in death houses in
many American prisons wait-
ing Lo be executed. In the
Ptate of Maryland, which
puasts of its  enlightenment,
we notice that several East-
ern Shore newspapers com-
ment wost intemperately on
ihe decision of the Court of
Appeals in the Lee case and
gome very near to approving
Iynchings,

Of course, Courts are wot
above criticisii, We  believe
thatl every citizen has an in-
hevent right to criticize the
actions of every public ofticial,
but it is unfair and incorrect
to give the impression to the
public that our Courts dis=
¢riminate in favor of murder-~
ers and rapists. They do noth-
ing of the sort.

Noone but a lunatic or
g¢riminal defends acts of pri-
¥ate violence, and no one but,
a fanatical and vicious indi-
Jidual can advocate, either
{i‘irectly or impliedly, lynching
in this state.

We have no sympathy with

the point of “aewrof those in

temperate, héfsty and pub-
licity-seeking individuals who
rushed intp print to denounce
all citizens df the Kastern
Shore when a colored man
was lynched last ycar. We do
not believe that the residents
ol the Shore counties as &
class are any more backward
than those of the rest of
Maryland, Baltimore City in=
cluded. Many of our finesf
men and women, whom we re-
spect and admire, reside
across the bay.

Society has not yet learned
how to prevent all individuaf
acts of lawlessness; but most
civilized communities have
oulgrown mob violence.

Unfortunately, some of the
citizens of the peninsula have
been led by the extravagence
of the criticisms heaped on al}
astern Shoremen to reply in
an cqually violent and ill-con~
sidered manncr and have thus
played directly into the hands
of their critics and the com-
munistic agitators.

There is much to be said in
defense of the great majority
of Eastern Shoremen, bug
nothing to be said in defense
of those who participated in
the recent lynching or who
now seek to justify it. Lynch-
ings, whatever the provoca«
tions, are barbarous and inex-
cusable crimes in those com-
munities which have adequate
agencies for ° apprehending
and punishing criminals. Ouy
courts, both nisi prius and ap-
pellate, are perfectly' capable
©f handling crime on the
fastern Shore. Every resic
jent of that part.of the state
who possesses a decent sense
o9f civie responsibility should
not ‘only condemn the lynchs
Ing that disgraced Maryland
put should repudiate all those
Peié"gus who' intimate that
such-a public crime was in
any wise to™ be excuséd or
vho suggest that mob actiorf
would be justified in the fu-
};ure.

Efforts to apprehend and
gunish the lynchers should be
4:ept up, and mob-minded per-
sons in this state made to un-
Jerstand that Maryland will

ot tolerate the attempts of
t)rivate individuals to take the
daw. intoe their own hands.



