" HENSON LYNCHED. |
HEiN HUMAHN.:’“::;Y“:A‘.’“.IN FHOM JAIL I“(

\
[
Mugkiil Men Du the Work—The Doomed y
mun Appesls for Mercy, but xs Ho | of
$howad nons Himsetf Mo is Murried to a | I
Treo—The Work Doue ot Miunight Qulet- | J
ly, Surely aud Swifily—Ne Excitoment f
Aftorwards -k ull Dotalls, :
Jaeob Henson, Ir., confined in the jall | 1
here for the murder of Danlel F. Shea, | w
butween the hours of 12 and 1 o'clock | Is
Monday night last was taken from tao ﬁ
juil by persons unknown &nd hanged to |
@ tree near the residence of llon. Rou- | g
ben 1), Johnson, on Merrick Avenue: n
1t had been more than binted that there | f
would be no miscarviage of justice in | ¥
Henson's cave. The entire community :‘
was of the opinion that he richly deserv-| g
ed the extreme penslty of thc law, and g
ke recent attempt on the part of the b
prisoner's frienda to seuch s commuta- | 8
tion of his sentence to imprisonment for 'l'
life on the groumd that he was weak- .‘
minded and not morslly respousible for | d
the wel, only Inerensed the excltement | 1
and we have the end - naturally enough | ¥
under the circumstunces. ¢
The affatr was carrled throngh with |y
dispatch, and few of the citlzens of the |
town kuew of the oceurrence until Tues- 1 1
day worning. It is generally belleved | ¥
thut the lyoching party, all of whom
wore masks, any were well armed, were
citizens of Ellieott Clty. - Since the ques-
tion of llenson's sanity has heen raised
several phvaicinna have visited the jail |
and examined the prisover. On Mon- y
ay another delegation, consfating of | |
Drs. L. G. Smart, of the Bheppard Asy- |
T Chas. G. i, of Mount ’lupe, and |
1t W. Dashiell and Willam Lee, mem- | ;
bera of the State Lunacy Commission,
were gent here by Governor Brown to|
examine the prisoner. They made a|
report of thele examination to the Hover-
nor ‘Fuesday to the effect that Henson !
was responsible.  The cltizene, however, | °
eonlid not foresee thls, and they - feared
that the execution would not take place ;
at the appolinted time, and the lynchers, |,
it 18 supposed, cumo to the conclusion |
that they would take time by the Tore-
lock, and make sure that Henson sufer-
ed death,,

The plans were lald in the quletest
manner, and when the people of Eltlcote
City went to-thelr repose on Mouday
night, they little- realized that Henson
would be 8 dend man before daylight.
Not the slightest apprehension was felt
at the jail, which was In charge of
Deputy Warden Hobert H. Holtman, in
the absence of Warden John J. Lilly,
who was at Wheeling, W. Va,, attending
a court case. No demth watch guarded
Henson, aud the only uear companion he
haa was William Wicks, another coloredl
man, who iIs waiting trial for alleged
maytems

THE JATL SURROUNDED,

Hlenson occupied the first cell on the
rlght side of the corridor, near the main
door, while Wicka had the freedom of
the corsldor.  Adjoining the juil proper
s the warden's resldence, and the only
occupants in it Tuesday morning when
the lynchers put ln thelr appearance
were Deputy Waurden Holtman snd his
wife, Mia, Nallle I‘Illr, his mother-lo-
law, and Mrs. Jennle Donnelly, his sis-
ter-in-law. Deputy Holitman went to bed
after ten o’clock, and was not aware of
the presence of 1he lynching party until
Lis wife swoke him uind told him there
were some men o the back vani.
Deputy Holtman yusbed to a door lead-
fuy o B portico that vverlooka the Lack
door, umd just as he stepped on the por-
tico be saw & wasked mun standing be-
Jow with a shotgun leveled at his head.
Near him stood another masked man
wrmed In s similar manner. - The man
with the raised weapon shouted: “——
————— , get inside that door, or I'll
make mincemeat of you." Deputy _HolLtr




o

mun then realized the purpose of the
men, and, jumping Inside the door, told
his wife to hide the keys of the cell, and
at the eame time he dushed dowm the

back statrcase, 8o he could reach the jail |

corridor.  Just ns he reached the bottom
of the steps another shotgun was thrust
in Lis face, und the masked man behind
§t hissed out : “‘Stav up there or I'll mur-
der you.” This man's companion was
armed with an ax. Deputy lloltman
hsd been caught in a trap, and there was
uothing left for him to do except remain
qule;li/ ln his room, as he could neither
ke his escaps nor give an slarm.

DRAGGED FROM WIS ('ELL,

To reach the jall corridor from tle
house the lynchers had to pass a
heavy Irop door, but this was soon open-
wid after the Jock had been knocked off
with an ax. Bevond this was a frail
wooden dour, which soon gave away to
to the lynchers. Wicks, who had [,:een
ts the corrldor of the juil, beard the men
upprosching, and became so badly fright-
ened that be crept in a cell thint had been
fitted up us & lbrary, and bid himself
ander some fueniture.  From his room

Speputy Holtman heard the determined

meu  koock  the lock off the cell
oceapled by Henson, and heard the poor,
trembling  wretch  yell: “Lord, have
wmercy upon me.” This he repeated
threc timee, while the men were getting
tlin fnto & shirt and & pailr of trouse.s,
and fucidently placing a rope of hulf
fuch hemp around his neck, which was
tle:t {o & regular banzman's noose, This
operation took but & few minutes, and,
withail further ceremony, [lenson was
drugped, growning and ~appealing for
mercy, through the jall ‘corridor, then
through the houne, and out fnto the baeck
yurd, To the meantime cousternation
whe velguing on the second floor of the
Lousehold, where V' outy Holiman and
the lmlice of the ho, . were.  The ladien
bad hecome greatly agitated, and their
fear berwine more intenve when they
thaught thut the lvnchers would executs
Heauon in the yard of the house. Thev
arrenined 16 e Jynchers, who appeared
tir be shont twently In nimber, to take
(ke nian niay, and the lynchers lost no
time in datag sc. When [lenson was
taken from bis cell he was dressed in s

_¢otton shirt, @ palr of tronsers and & pair

of phoea. Just beyond the yard of the
liowis [s 8 field that lies st the foot of
the fPatapsco Institute, now conduated
as & summar bosrding-house, The Ip-
cHuc here is very steep, and Hengon was
dragged up thiaslope with s ropzaround
Ly weck, At the brow of the hill he
Jout ope of his shoes, which was found
a6 Ume afier the lynching hyd been
diwovered. lHenson  must hwy? also
fullen at the opot, for there was s trace
of bluod, evidently csused lg'! » ropning
cove on the wretch's leg. Tho -lynchers
swumte up their minds that they woald
aot Le distusbed 1o their work, and they
&kept Henson woving untdl they had
rrached a polut on Merrick's Jane, shout
« guarter of & mile from the jafl
wnd at & pofat that communds & splendid
view of the valley below. The party
wleeted for o galiows s dogwood tree,
unter whiclh  trajled . sweet-smelling
honeysnck les, and which is logated in the
center of & Apace ‘of ground oceupled
Ly fonr very handsome dwelling houses,
o tha right is the home of Mr, Renben
b Jolingon, s prominent lswyer of ihe
caunty; on the left is the home of Mr,
Waltér H. Himmon; to the resr that of
Mr. (icorge Schillinger, and In front the
gomicile of Mrs. jteus, Whaen the tres

wan renched {t (3 Jkely that Henson‘'s |

arms and legs were hound with cords, as
the ground glves evidences that

A TERRIFIC ATRUGGLE TOOK PLAUE,

The hkoneysuckle was ground to
alp, and the ground was dotted with
seavy font prints, llenson was siruog

l’;mh not over aeven feet from the
ground, und the end of 1he rope tied to
the trunk of the troe, The lynchers did
not mutiiste the body in any way, but
left o placard pinued to the Lreast of the
dead man, with the writing next 1o the
shlit. An exant copy of the placard 1
a8 foliows:




of | ed to give Henson decent burial had he
)il | been execnted according to law, but that
ere | ahe dkd not propose to bury him after be

sk | Lo do with the bady the authoritivs were
or- | compelled 10 remain In charge. After
be- | helng refused permission st feur differ-
ad. | ent burisl-places to bury the rewmalns,
nan | Sherlff Flower sdvised that they
pan | taken to s colored grave-yard on hls
—— | farm, which is eight miles from Ellicott
11| iy, in the Third district. Two of the
olt- | burisl rlms applicd for bolonged to the
the | colorec

told{ ‘The lynching did oot cause uny great
and | amount of excitement in Ellicott Clty,
the | and many of the people scem to bave
jull |-anticiputed such an occurrence Prepar-
tom | ations had been made Lo hang Henson on
rast | June 5, and a scaffold had been construct-
iind | ed by Mr. 1'red Wa land, who lves s
aur- | few miles from Ellfcott City, but had

| Wm. G. Bykes, Albert Kern, Christian

Eiticort City, May 2. |

{lenson Huug,

Gov. lirown forced the law-ablding cltl-
zena Lo carry out the order ol our court.
We will uphold our Court and Judges.
We respect them.  Brown caw’t yule our
court. WHI'TE CAPS.

As soon as the lynchers hiad gotten clear
of the jsil, Deputy Holtmua lost ne time
In communicating the news to Chief
James K. Vansant, of the local police
force. 'This was just ona d'clock la the
morning. Chtel “Vunsant and Deputy
Holtman then siarted 10 luok for the
boily, and, by the barking of the dogs,
were led in the directlon of Merrick's
Jane, where, at exactly 1.50 o'clock inthe
morning, the two oflicials came upon the
Iifeless body of Hlenson dangling from
the dogwood tree. Un their way thoy
found ono of llenson’s slioes, and two
masks, that were made of somo lght
fabric, like muslin. lenson's fee! were
within a short distance of the ground,

was cold apd rigid. Chlef Vaueunt im-
medintely went back to the town, and
summnoned & jury of lnquest, with Ger-
Lardt Butke as foreman. In tho dim
starlight the jury watked out the ltone-
Iy conntry road. They made a weird
spectacle viewing the rcmaius under
such condltious. The budy was cul
dowa, placed in a ploc coftin, and driven
to the jail, while the jury wentic their
texpective homes, (o weel ngain 8t vlve
o'¢lock in the morning. -

Al elght o'clock Tuecsday morning br.
W. E. Hodges held a post-mortem ¢x-
anination, and reported 1o Corouer B.
H. Wallenhorst that Henson's neck hud
not been broken, but that he had

DIED FHOM STHANGULATION.
When. the jury wet they rendered a
verdict that ilepson hiad come 1o his
death from the handsof purties unkaowi.
Following wera ihe jury: Gerhard
Butke, foreman; James F. Heavey, Chas.
A. Frey, Jobn J. Lankford, llenry Tal-
bott, Thomas Brian, James F. Blerly,

Eckert, Martin L. Rodey and Churles 1.
Meads:

‘Wimesses: Dr. wm. K. Hodges, Robt.
H. Holtman, Wm. Wicks (colored), Joe
Generous (colored}, Mra. Roli. H. tlolt-
man, Mrs. John Litiy, Michael Donnelly,
James E. Vansant.

ilardly had the jury disbanded before
2 mob of curions people forced their way
into the corridor of the jall, where the
body lay, and gazed at it with much in-
tercst. Around the dead man's neck
was a scapula, and at his feet were some

the rough coflin. A few fcet away was
the cell he had ‘Leen taken from a fow
hours before, and ou a bench outside of
It loy 8 prayer book =od some other
religious work he had been reading. In
the crowd that came to see the body
were some well-dressed women, and
after they had gratitied thelr morbid
curlosity, some of them loitered in the
corridor of tbe jail, not tive feet away
from the coftin, and discussed al! manner
of up-to-date toplcs.. What disposttion
could be made of the body puzzied Chief
Vausant. Jucob Henson, the father of
the dead man, who lives un the outsklrts
of the towi, sald he did not want lo
have snything to do with it, buy later in
the day the chiefl learned thit David
Ilenson, a brother of the desd mnn, liv-
ing in  Balthuore, would recelve the
remains. Culel Vansant then telegraph-
wl to ltebecea Ireland, No. 202 West
Mulberry street, who is au augt of David
Henson, asking ber if le should alip
the remains to the ahove addresa.

 Mrs. Ireland replied to Mr. Vansanl's
message by seying that she would not re-
celve the body. ghe sald she had intend-

hiad been lyuched.
The friends refusing to have auything

people.

not been taken to the jall. A great
muny persons visited the place o the

and he wus not only dead, but his Lody |

wild flowers that some one had cast into }.

lynching, and cut away portions of the



'an old colored lndiv

dogwood tres na memenlouas.
he first man the lynchers held up was
i:innl who reyels in
the name of “Joe” Generous. “‘Jou” slept
fn a sbop near the jall, and, hearing the
poise, put bis head out of the window to
see what It was all about. He was imme-
diately covered with a shourun, and,
when the lynchers went away, he took
to drowning his fright with “lirewater.”

The lynching of llenson is the second
allair of the kind that Las ocecurred
at Ellicott City: The fissl occurred twelve
ears ago, when . an armed mob took
tichard Bnowdén, colored, from the jail
and lynched hbn pear the *‘Cat Rocks,”
which spot is across the big ravine and
in a direct line west from the place
where tlenson was hauged 10 the dog-
wood tree. Bnowden was ‘charged with
assauiting w colored girl.

Henson was convicted of the murder
of Danicl F, Shea, who kept a small
store on East Main streer, wherein he
was killed oun the nlncteenth of
February. It wus & brutal kililng and
Mr, Bhea was one of the last of men
deserving such a fate, lenson chopped
bhim to death with a hatchet the post-
mortem examination revealing twenty

.odd cuts un his head. The memory of

iie bloody deed Hngering in the minds
of the people there has been lhtle dls.
approlation expressed againkt the lynch-
ing.




