BTATE OF MARYLAND.

Lynohing of Stephen Willlamas,
Oolored, in Prinoce George's.

HANGED AKD SHOT BY MEN IN MASKB,

A Hagerstowa Miaister Denounces the
| ¥alr Assccintion—Kad of the Mome
~ Iovestigation by the Uoverser al
|

Cumbariand—Close of & Mission,
{8pecial Dispatoh to the Baitimore Sun.]
' UrrEr MARLBORO', MD., Oot, 8l.—tephen
" Willlama, colored, the seif-acknowledged as-
“satlant of Mrs. Katle Hardesty, was taken

trom Prinoe George's couoty jall Baturday
moraing aud hanged at the Iron bridyge, Just
between the town and the raliroad dopot. At
the time of Willinms's arrest the excitement
rau high, as the offonse was one of the moat
brutal In the criminal annals of Prinoe
George's county. The fact tbat Williams
should have attempted suoh a deed in 80
short a time following the exeoution of Jas
Allen, who was sQ recently banged for a
similar offenss and within = stone's
throw of the spot where Williams  tried
to put his orime {nto execution was surpris-
iog and no doubt oaused the excitement
which rcsulted in the tragedy of Saturday
morning, When at the preliminary hearing
Willlame oconfessed that he was guilty as
charged the plan to iynch the prisoner was
consummated. Indeed, from the moment
that ho was identified by Mrs. Hardesty as
her assailant his doom was senled,

The first that the jail officinis know that
anytblog was wrong was when several men
rode up to the house of Mr. W. J. Bploer,
who is the warden of the jull and whose
home is about two blocks distant from the
dall Mr. Bploer satd: It was about 11.30
o'clock. I was called by soveral mnen, and I
looked out of my window. As [did this &
man waiked past the window wearing a pair
of handcufls. Attha same time oneof the
men said he hada grlsoncr to be placed {n
zull. 1 knew something was wroog. I to
he men that my big key was in the safe at
Dr. Latmer's drug store and that the inslce
Xoys were in the possession of Deputy
Varden Dumbhard, ut the jail, and he
would receive any prisoner they might have.
The men left, bul returned again. This time
they demanded thoe kevs to :,ho rll and
at the same time they flourishéd pistols. T
then stuck my rovoiver out of the window
and to!d them thoy could yet the keys out of
that, meaning the pistol. About this time I
neard a yell coming from the direction of
the Jali and the tmen who bad been after me
ubout-the keys left at onoe, gpiog toward
the prison. | supposed that the posse had
eflected an entrance. [ goton my olothine
and started for the jafl, but when I resohed
thers Williams had beeu taken from his oell
and was hanging at the bridge.™

Entrance 10 the jai! was made through the
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|  Entrance 10 the Jn!'l'wu wade through the

rear door, ‘This Jour s of tron, and it bafled
tho cforts of the lynchers for oiore than an
bour, Thbe work dooe on the door blalnly
showe that the party who undertook to
broak the 0ok did oot Gmve an socurate
knowledage of the way the door worked, ne it
was found that moet of the titne was used (o
prying brioks out near thn door frame, the
uperantors tblnlﬂn.%n this way t0 reach the
bolt of the look, The niwn was abandoned
whea it was found thnt the baok bLoult was
proteated by an iron oasing. Tae lynohing
Burty thon nitacked the lock. The faoe was

nocked off and four leon bolts were out in
two, ‘T'hid causod the ook to fall off, While
this work wea golng on Willlams, it s sald,
did not kuow or roalizo that tha party was
aftor lum uatl! Benjargio Lawson,a fellow.
vrisoncer, told bun. Wiiliamas bogan o yell
murador, and was shoutine at the top of his
vouloe, when,Jooking from the oell window, ho
was oonfronted by a revolver and a musked
tman, who told him o keop quivt and to dress
bimeelf,

As soon as the {ron door ylelded to the in-
trudors soveral wnen went up tho little fron
stajronse, and stopping at the head of the
steps, whoere the coil of Wiiliams s looated,
the wen callod a bait. One of the number
stepped up and struck the hasp of the cell
door and It partod aad rolled down the steps.
Several lynochers entered the ocvll and pulled
Willisms out from under his mattress. He
was puton his feet and & rope was piaced
around bis neck, He was pulled out of the
cell by the rope, down the stops and out of
the jfall-yara.' Five or elx men had ho!d of
the rope. Euch 0f the prisonur’s armus wus
held by two men aad several olthers vushed
bimn along. The pace from the prison to the
bridge wus rapid. About baifl way over the
Jjortdge Willilams was tolkl to pray, but ail
that could ve heard tbat he said was “Ob
Lord, oh Lord.”

In less than five minutes after leaving the
prison the negro was struag up. The rope
was thrown over one of the beams of the
bridge and he was hauled up. The rove was
made fast to the bridge rafilng. A volley of
shots was fired and the lyoobers disappeared,
leavicg the corpse hangiane to the bridge.
The body was taken down hy Warden ¥picer
and Jaid under dhe syoamore tree whose
bougbs shaded the oorpew of Verwiilion, the
baro-burner, who was lynohed on the same
bridge about five years ago. Justice James
Harris bela an (nquest, the jury recdering
the verdict tbat “Stephon Wiiliams came to
his death by banging and by being shot by
parties unknown.’’ ‘ .

1The body was turned over to Undertaker.
' Houxh, who dug a grave (a the jalt yaid andg

buried the remains, The father of tue nuhro
was in Mariboro’ just after the bangink. He
said be couild not blame the peop.e, ns it was
a bad orime. The citisens of Mariboru', with-
out respeot of raoe, ocolor oc coudition, all

say he richly desorved his fate, and while.

lawleisnesa {s al ways to be deplored, yot the
act committed by the negro was of such a
brutal churacter that lynching was the only
rropor punishment, This s the third lynoh-
ng for this uffense which bag ocourred In
the county. James Allen, who was hanged
hero on July 8 tor asaoiting Cora Bimson,
Jived 1n the same locality where Williams
ocommitiad nils orimo. :




